
 
 
Monday’s rain must have been one of the wettest ever days for setting out on a year group 
residential.   Yet the children and staff, gathered at 8 o’clock for a prompt departure, were full 
of excited chatter and eager anticipation.  Nothing was going to spoil their 48 hours of zip 
wire, high ropes and problem solving fun, away from home with 59 of their best friends!  
They were going to have to call on all their Hazelwood reserves of grit and determination as 
they waded knee deep through the mud and swung through the sodden trees under a sky 
laden with dark, menacing clouds!  Mr Kemp was in his element, outdoors in all the elements 
whilst Mrs T was dreaming of somewhere slightly drier and warmer.  
 

  
 

  
 
These occasions are, however, all about team spirit and the less than perfect weather 
helped boost this sense of camaraderie and resolve.  Cheering your friends on, giving 
encouragement to those less keen and digging deep not to let the side down and appear 
less enthusiastic than others were lessons well learned and scenarios well mastered by the 
brave staff and pupils of Year 3.  Their reward will not only come as they move through the 
school as a tightly-knit cohort, but it came on the Tuesday when sun and blue skies met 
them as they threw open their dormitory curtains for the start of Day 2.  Everyone returned to 
school with bags and suitcases in desperate need of drying out but with broad smiles and 
tales of a wonderful time.  My thanks go to the staff who accompanied the children and who, 
by always looking on the brighter side of life, made what could have been a damp squib of a 
residential into a fabulous adventure. 



Equally resilient were the children, staff and parents of Year 1 who went on an African safari 
in the same torrential rain. Far from seeing the lions and the giraffes basking in the sunshine 
of the savannah with parched plains stretching as far as the eye could see, the children, on 
the Zufari ride, played a game of I-spy-with-my-little-eye an animal hiding from the rain.  This 
did not however deter our inquisitive animal investigators who used the visit to further 
broaden their knowledge about animals, their habits and their habitats.  Thankfully, the King 
of all animals, the brave lion, showed its true courage in laughing off the wind and the rain 
with a swish of his majestic mane.  Medals go to the brave parents who joined the staff on 
the trip.  Little did they know, when signing up, that the May weather was going to be so 
cruel.  I hope that it hasn’t put you off joining us for another outing in the future.    
 

This week too, in slightly more clement conditions children from across the year groups have 
enjoyed a busy, varied and balanced week. Year 4 have taken part in a writing competition 
at Greenfields School. The School Council have visited the Houses of Parliament (as a 
thank you for serving the school so well). The Year 3 boys rose to the task of playing their 
first competitive cricket match enjoying the game as much as the post-match tea. Year 4 
girls overcame the always hard-hitting teams from Aberdour to secure victories in their first 
rounders games of the season demonstrating even harder hitting and excellent fielding 
throughout. 2W have confidently presented their class assembly to a Chestnut Hall filled with 
appreciative parents and family and a group of Year 5 and 6 pupils have attended the 
Awesome Book Awards at Cranleigh School. I am delighted that on all occasions, the 
children of Hazelwood have represented themselves and the school well, making it a 



pleasure to plan and arrange these additional activities which supplement the classroom 
learning. 
 
Congratulations go to Jacob de W (Y5), who from amongst hundreds of entries was chosen 
as one of the Awards’ five winners.  Jacob’s review of Erica’s Elephant caught the judges’ 
eyes and was rewarded with a £30 book token.  Jacob’s win follows on from Callum’s last 
year meaning that Hazelwood is on for the hat-trick of success next year.  No pressure to 
Mrs Dymoke, Mrs Wisniewski and the English Department who organise the event.  I have 
every confidence that Team Hazelwood will be up to the challenge.  Jacob’s review will 
appear in next week’s Nutshell. In the meantime, pictures from the event for those parents 
who, due to a strict ticket allocation, were not able to attend, appear later in this week’s 
issue. 
 
With the sunshine here, bathing the Baily Building in much-needed warmth and fabulous 
reflection, and promising to hang around for the whole Bank Holiday weekend, what more 
could a proud and thoroughly inspired Head ask for.  Enjoy your long weekend and see you 
on Tuesday. 
 

 
 

  For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week  
  please see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The weather may have been a little gloomy at the beginning of the week but the children at 
HNEY have bene anything but. I have enjoyed walking the site and spending time in the 
rooms this week and the learning that is taking place and the happy children taking part in 
the activities on offer could make the sun shine on even the gloomiest of days. I am always 
amazed at the vocabulary that such young children have stored away and this week whilst in 
Lower Robins, the children’s knowledge and understanding of space had me in absolute 
awe, I think NASA may be calling for some of our budding astronauts! 
This week has seen the children learning about pets, pirates and sea creatures; please see 
below to see what each room has been up to this week and the fun they have had. 

Smiles all-round 
for the al-
conquering girls 
of Year 4. 
Some 
committed 
batting and 
fielding earned 
them two much-
deserved 
victories on 
Thursday 
afternoon 



This week we have been acting out the bear hunt around the classroom all of the children 
enjoyed exploring the different parts of the story in the ‘tuff tray’. With some nicer weather, 
we have also been exploring our own environment and trying to get the children to respond 
to simple questions by pointing at things they could see. 

In Fledglings 2 this week, we have measured and mixed ingredients for salt dough then 
made sea creatures. We have used nets to catch numbered fish in water, painted, and 
decorated many fish using different textured materials. We have also played lots of turn 
taking games and used the hall to swim like fish and play circle games. 
 

      

This week in Top Robins we have continued to focus on Pirates. We have enjoyed playing 
the wooden pirate ship down on the tennis courts and the small wooden pirate ship from 
small world play, which has helped us create our own pirate stories. We have been exploring 
play dough and adding different materials to it such as shells.  We have also made our own 
telescopes using kitchen roll tubes, coloured cellophane and paper, LAND AHOY! 

This week has seen the Lower Robins' children completely absorbed in their continuing topic 
on Space. We have experimented by laying on our backs and drawing upside down like 
astronauts, created fruit rockets, sequenced the letters of our name to form a spaceship and 
looking at videos and images of space using ICT.  
 

   

 

This week Skylarks have been looking at eating healthily, sorting different foods and 
discussing the effects of eating too many sugary treats. The children devised an amazing 
run for a water game; they thought it through themselves in order for the water to be 
collected in a large saucepan, super teamwork! We also welcomed back Ella after a five 



week holiday visiting her grandparents in South Africa. She and her mummy had created a 
wonderful scrapbook, that all the children were keen to look at ask questions about. 

Skylarks have resumed their swimming lessons after the Easter break and it has 
been extremely encouraging to see their confidence growing, jumping in independently! 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

Pets was the focus for the Oak children's 
learning this week.  A pet shop was set up in 
each of the classrooms.  As well as looking after 
the pets, the children explored which coins they 
needed to buy a particular pet. They have drawn 
or painted a pet, carried out surveys to find out 
which pet is their favourite and created homes 
for animals.  They were also challenged to write 
sentences to include the word 'because' when 
writing why they would like a certain pet! Some 
very persuasive sentences were written! As well 
as Peanut, who often visits the classroom, two 
gerbils called Oswald and Pablo have also joined 
Oak this week! 

 

The children of Skylarks were fascinated by the scrapbook compiled by Ella. It gave 
them plenty to talk about.  Phonics work continues to build momentum with the theme 
of healthy eating providing, quite literally, plenty of food for thoughts.  Outside, the 
children showed how well they have bonded as a group with some impressive 
collaborative engineering as they constructed a water collector in the sunshine. 

  

 
How much is that doggy 
in the window? 
The children of Oak have 
enjoyed spending their 
‘money’ in the pet shop 
they created.  All the pets 
look well behaved. Dr 
Doolittle would be proud!   



News from Hazelwood 

 
Year 3 go on a soggy adventure 
Not even the April showers could dampen the excitement of the Year 3s as they set off for 
Ashford on their residential trip.  
 
Upon arrival we were greeted by the enthusiastic Kingswood staff.  We were whisked off and 
taken to our first activities which included the zip wire and crate stack. The children started 
working together and supporting each other as they tackled the challenges before them. The 
zip wire was high up and a long way down and, even with a harness on, jumping off the 
edge took a lot of courage. The smiles on the faces zooming down the zip wire reflected the 
challenged faced and overcome. Teamwork and plenty of encouragement helped the 
children through the afternoon, however little did they know a much greater challenge was to 
come after dinner. 
 
Dinner was delicious hot food with a very popular chocolate brownie and was just what was 
needed before the greatest challenge faced so far… making the beds! Take eight children, 8 
pillowcases, 8 bed sheets and 8 duvet covers, 4 bunk beds and you have the material for a 
hit television show! There was an awful lot of pushing, shoving, pulling and finding out that 
there is more Year 3 in the duvet cover than the duvet itself. However, every child managed 
to make their bed with a little help from their friends (and teachers) and there were smiles all 
round as the rooms were prepared for the first room inspection.  
 
The evening activity was a fun ‘Scrap Heap Challenges’ which the children thoroughly 
enjoyed. They used their creative thinking to design robots out of cardboard boxes and then 
use the remains to complete a ‘Dragons Den’ type challenge. 
 
We woke on Tuesday morning to blue skies and lots of excited voices coming from the 
rooms. We enjoyed a wake and shake session outside before being treated to a fantastic 
cooked breakfast. The 3G swing was a source of great anticipation amongst the groups and 
there were many confident archers ready to challenge Robin Hood. We packed our bags 
and stripped our beds and headed out for another day of excitement and teamwork. 
  
The weather was much more favourable and it spurred on our enthusiasm and for the 
challenges and tasks ahead. Archery needed keen eyes and ears to listen to the instructions 
and then fire arrows into the target ahead. The wind blew some arrows off their intended 
target, but all the children managed to fire true and straight at least once.  
 
The 3G swing required teamwork to hoist a pair of harnessed children up high in the sky. A 
quick count of “1, 2,3G SWING” and one of the children pulled a piece of rope and the swing 
released and flew through the air. The children’s faces were a picture as the initial surprise 
from the first swing turned to huge smiles and giggles as the swing lost momentum and 
came to a standstill.  
 
Problem solving and team exercises challenged and excited the children through the range 
of tasks they had to complete in their groups and the skills required to be successful. Careful 
listening to each other’s ideas helped them achieve the ‘See-Saw’ and the ‘Lava Field’ 
challenges.  
 
After the activities, we ate a hearty lunch before heading back on the coach. The children 
were tired but relived moments of fun throughout the journey back. The staff commented on 
how well the children supported each other through the weather, through the trip and 
through all the activities.   
 



  
 

  
 
 

Awesome Book Awards 2018 
Mrs Clark, Mrs Wisniewski and Mrs Dymoke took some Year 5 and 6 pupils to attend the 
Awesome Book Awards at Cranleigh School on Thursday 3rd May. Twenty-five 
Hazelwood pupils in total had read the five books by five authors new to children's writing, 
over the past few months. They had each cast their vote for their favourite writer out of the 
five.  At the Awards ceremony, we learnt that the winning author was Peter Bunzl who wrote 
the wonderful  Cogheart.  We heard each of the five authors speak about their writing, their 
ideas and their love of words and reading. Cranleigh Prep pupils introduced each author with 
a brief, personal review of their book, and the Deputy Headmaster welcomed us all.  
  

We had great news as Cranleigh's Patron of Reading, (M G Leonard, author of Beetle  

Boy)  announced the five winners of the book review competition. Just one winner for each 

of the five books in the Awards, out of hundreds of submissions! Jacob de W in Year 5 had 



won for his book review of Erica's  Elephant.   Up onto the stage went Jacob in Cranleigh 

Speech Hall! A £30 book token was awarded to him! Last year, Hazelwood also scooped a 
book review prize, so we now have a lot to live up to next year! 
 

  
 
The overriding message of the evening from all the authors, and the Deputy Headmaster, 
and last year's winner Ross Welford, was quite simply - Children, Read, and read and read, 
and write, and write and re-write and re-draft and your ideas will come from anywhere and 
everywhere........and as the Radio DJ Christian O'Connell (author of one of the five 

Awards books: Radio Boy ), so rightly said, reading will give you Empathy, and this is vital 

in life.  
  
A grand evening and we look forward to next year's Awesome Awards! 
 

 
  



On point with a pad and pencil 
 

  
 
On Tuesday afternoon, four of our super writers from Year 4 took part in the annual 
Greenfield School writing competition.  The team were put through their paces with fast 
paced quizzes designed to test their knowledge and team work.  I was particularly impressed 
with their knowledge of Cockney rhyming slang!  The afternoon concluded with a team Big 
Write.  The children were given a title which was randomly generated, ‘Jimmy’ Unbelievably 
Shabby Car’.  They worked beautifully together to create a funny story which they then 
bravely read in front of twelve other schools.  Although we did not win the competition we 
were extremely strong contenders and the children should be very proud of themselves.   
Well done to Florrie B, Caspar S, Lilian D and Isla H.   Mr MacDougal 
 
 
48 hours in Copenhagen!  A report by Richard C 
 

 
 
I can highly recommend it as a family destination, less than 2 hour flight from Heathrow and 
really friendly locals (who speak English).  Public transport is cheap and simple and bikes 
can be hired by the hour. 
 
 

We travelled to Copenhagen, Denmark over Easter which 
was great fun.  The trip started well with my youngest sister, 
Victoria spending some time in the cockpit (she wants to be a 
pilot and fly A380’s).  We stayed in a hotel in the centre of the 
capital, overlooking the new opera house, which was 
stunning.  It is a great place to be a tourist and we hired bikes 
and cycled everywhere.  60% of locals use their bikes for all 
their transport needs and it’s been voted the most cycle 
friendly place in the world.  Local food we tried is raw, pickled 
herring and open sandwiches.  We went to a marvelous steak 
restaurant called “Mash” (there is also a branch in central 
London) and I had a 500g (14oz) steak (and mash of course) 
which was incredible. 
 
Other highlights, included visiting the largest Aquarium in 
Northern Europe, where we learnt about sea otters, watched 
a squid dissection and watched sharks having their 
lunch.  Tivoli gardens, the area of Nyhaven and going on a 
boat tour were other highlights. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Year 5 Fly High  

On Friday 27th April 2018, Year 5 took a trip to RAF London. The day was amazing as we 
did so many things. First, we completed an activity where we had a booklet with pictures of 
parts of planes in and we had to go and find the plane and write our own fact about it down. 
One of the planes I liked was the Kittyhawk. It looked like a shark with scary teeth and beady 
eyes! After that, we went into the air raid workshop, where we got to see what life would 
have been like for children at school during air raids. We got to try on gas masks and we 
learnt facts. One of them was that sometimes people had to wear their gas masks for up to 4 
or 5 hours. 

Next, we dressed up in real uniforms from men and women who served in WW2 and learnt 
about the different clothes the different people wore and what the badges on the jackets 
meant. We all had our pictures taken in front of an aeroplane. I liked learning about the 
badges and stripes, the more stripes you had the higher ranked you were. After lunch we 
had a 4D theatre experience which was really good. The seats moved and the wind rushed 
over our faces and it looked as if the planes were coming straight at you. We then had some 
time to draw and finish our plane hunt before we went home. Overall, we had an amazing 
trip and I would definitely go back again! 

Lucy B 5B 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

“Vi vil anbefale 
København til alle” 

  



 

Oak RT start their Forest School adventure! 
Oak RT enjoyed their time outside and did not let the weather affect their enjoyment of their 
first Forest Schools session. We looked at what we could see and saw some beautiful 
flowers and interesting patterns and colours in nature.  
We looked at what was below our feet and noticed over five different types of plant hidden 
within the grass. 

 
In our woods we found some rare ‘white’ bluebells.  They were very pretty – even in the rain! 
           Mr Walton 
 

 



  

Congratulations to Liam 
who won the end of year 
Most Improved Player end of 
season award at Warlingham 
Rugby Club last weekend. 
He has worked really hard on 
his rugby and impressed all 
his coaches with his fearless, 
determined attitude with the 
transition to contact rugby 
this year.  

                           

 

Gentle Reminder 
Now that the warmer 
weather is upon us 
(hopefully to stay), 
would parents picking 
up from Chestnut 
please refrain from 
allowing their children 
to play, particularly 
unsupervised, on the 
playground equipment.  
It makes it difficult to 
keep an eye on those 
staying for after school 
tea and supervision.  
 
Thank you.  

Beaming smiles from the members of the School Council who accompanied Mrs 
Cochrane, Mrs Ford and Mrs Wisniewski up to the Houses of Parliament to take part in a 
workshop on democracy and to look around the country’s seat of power.  Over the course 
of the year, the School Council have listened to feedback and ideas from their 
constituents (their classmates), represented those views as best they can in session 
(School Council Meetings) and petitioned the school (the House of Lords) to secure their 
recommendations for action around the school (Bills and Acts of Parliament).  They 
rounded off their visit with lunch before catching the train home. 



 
All in a day’s work for a busy Judge 
 

  
 

  
 

From Year 1 to Year 8, we had the pleasure of welcoming Mrs Nebel to Hazelwood School. 
She is a district judge and talked to us about her job. She showed us her robe and wig and 
talked us through what she does every day....and that no two days are the same. We also 
learnt about the different types of judges and courtrooms......as well as Mrs Nebel's boss 
being the Queen!! Mrs Nebel shared with us a story based on a real life case that she has 
had to deal with, involving Fluffy the dog! We role played being the claimant, defendant and 
judge - there were some really strong persuasive arguments and some tricky decisions to 
make. We were all surprised by the outcome and the twist! 
  
We would like to thank Mrs Nebel for giving up her time to visit us. THANK YOU!!!! 
  
Delilah M and Ruby A (Year 5) 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Thank you message to the HPA from the School Library  
We just wanted to say what a huge difference having the HPA funds has made to the whole 
look of the library! I hope you agree! We have always wanted it to become far more of a 
place to sit and read, less of a room dominated by the formality of a mass of tables, so 
making it like a meeting room.  

Now, thanks to the donation received from the HPA, there is a real feel of children relaxing 
with books, newspapers and comics and it is a pleasure to soak up this atmosphere. I feel 
the library is an important place for many children as the days are long and busy here; this 
should be the room where they can just escape a little into a quiet zone.  

I would love the HPA to know how much we appreciate their help.   Mrs Dymoke 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Oak Art Club this 
week mastered the 
complex technique of 
paper folding to 
create stunning 
pictures of waterfalls. 
The children found 
the same technique 
useful when creating 
3D images of people 
out for a spring time 
walk. 



 

 
 

5B have been exploring the journeys of some of the food we buy.  Some of the facts they 
discovered were really eye opening. 11690 miles travelled so that we can eat apples from 
New Zealand!  A fabulous and very interesting Eco project 5B. Very well done.  
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

And the animals went in two by two, all to get out of the rain! 
Year 1 had fun on their trip to Chessington, despite the rain!  We learnt a lot about animals in 
the Amazing Animals Educational Workshop. We walked along the ‘Trail of the Kings’ and 
spotted some lions. We loved riding on a range of animals on the Adventure Tree Carousel 
ride.  Our real highlight was going on the Zufari Jeep ride, although sadly lots of the African 
animals were hiding from the rain! 



HPA 

 

 



Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Sports Department 

Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


Please note, you need to register to attend the free sessions by logging onto 
Www.activesurrey.com 

 

 
     
 
 
 
          

http://www.activesurrey.com/


Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 
Years 1-8 Smartwatch Devices 
Year 7 – French Revision Guide 
Year 4 – Forest Schools Session 
Year 2 – Swimming Gala 
 
REMINDER – UNFORTUNATELY THE HPA SCHOOL DISCO EVENT PLANNED FOR 
SATURDAY, 12TH MAY HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO LOW UPTAKE OF TICKETS 

 

 

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 7 May 
All day May Day Bank Holiday – Nursery and School CLOSED 
 
Tuesday 8 May 
0900   Year 4 Talk on Healthy Eating by Dietitian Mrs Johnston 
1600-1800 Athletics: U8-11 v Hilden Grange AWAY 
 
Wednesday 9 May 
1050-1200 Swimming: Year 2 Gala (at Hazelwood) 
1100-1230 Oak RSC Forest Schools – Hazelwood site 
1430   Cricket: 1st XI, 3rd XI, Colts A & C v Hilden Grange (H) 
1430   Cricket: 2nd XI, Colts B, D & E v Hilden Grange (A) 
1445   Rounders: U13 A, B & C v Downsend (A) 
1430   Rounders: U11 A & B v Reigate St. Mary’s (H) 
1430   Rounders: U11 C, U10 A & B v Caterham (A) 
1430   Rounders: U10 C v St. Michael’s (H) 
 

 

 
There is a growing collection of Lost Property 

items in the school office including fitbits and 

watches.  Please could the owners come and 

collect their belongings.  It would be good to 

name such valuable items so that they can be 

more easily reunited with their owners when lost 

and found. 



Thursday 10 May 
All day  ISEB Pre-Tests (Year 6) 
All day  Oak Reception Trip to Ladyland Farm 
0835   Interhouse Debating 
0900   Year 5 Bikeability 
1430   Cricket: U9B & U8B v Russell House (A) 
1430   Rounders: U9 A & B v Holmewood House (with Russell House) (H) 
1430   Rounders: U8 A & B v Holmewood House (A) 
 
Friday 11 May 
0900   2R Class Assembly – Chestnut Hall 
0900   Year 5 Bikeability 
0900-0940 Year 6 Talk ‘Saving Energy’ by Mr Syrett 
0940-1025 Year 6 Talk ‘Saving Energy’ by Mr Syrett 
1030-1200 OPEN MORNING – Hazelwood/HNEY 
 
Saturday 12 May 
2000-2400 HPA ‘School’ Disco – Dining Room 
 
 
  
 

      
 
The Oak class topic, ‘Pet Shops’, saw the children stenciling different animals and carefully 
colouring in the whole page, adding lots of details, to show the animals in the sea or on the 
land.  
They also programmed the Beebot to find a pet.  
 

 



 
 



 
 





 


