
 
 

 
 

  
 
A team of teachers from the main school and nursery returned to Tanzania over the half term 
holidays with the continued support of Shanta Gold.  They visited the school in Patamela and 
worked, for the full length of their visit with its pupils and teachers.  Being able to focus their 
efforts on one single school was intended to build closer relationships with the staff and pupils. 
The team from Hazelwood were able to share strategies for teaching and learning with them 
through a focused programme of team teaching and masterclasses.  It is hoped that the 
teachers of Patamela will now be able to cascade these ideas with the other three schools of 
the Songwe District helping with the sustainability of the partnership project.  Work focused 
on the core curriculum areas of maths and English with opportunities to enjoy sport and music 
sessions during the week. Thanks to the donations received at the launch of the project, we 
were able to take over further resources to share with all four schools.  Feedback from 
Tanzania has been very positive with the staff responding well to the ideas and classroom 
techniques.  We are planning to return again during the Easter holidays.   



 
Extract taken from a report written by Mrs Phillimore for the Shanta Gold newsletter 
 
As many of you will already know, we are supporting Shanta with their education project in the 
villages.  Whilst ensuring that we have visited the primary schools in Saza, Mbengala and 
Malesa in order to reconnect with the teachers and deliver resources donated by the children 
of Hazelwood School and their parents, we have spent the week at Patamela 
Primary.  Concentrating on maths, English and science, we have worked with the teachers to 
show the latest techniques in teaching.  This has involved a lot of pupil participation in lessons, 
discussing and sharing their understanding, using the walls and your beautiful outdoors to 
inspire and enhance learning.  We have left our resources with the school in the hope that 
they will continue to inspire the pupils to strive to be their very best. 
 
Some of you will have noticed our Swahili is somewhat limited.  Our volunteer work would not 
be possible without the Herculean efforts of the communities team.  Edson has driven us many 
miles and translated science experiments to demonstrate digestion, gravity, air resistance and 
friction.  Meanwhile, Bella has been with us every moment, from dawn to dusk, responding to 
the constant calls of ‘Bella, Bella, how do I say.... what do I do about....can you just.....how do 
I.... what is.... why.....’, with her charming combination of good humour, calmness and 
professionalism at all times.   
 
The children in the primary schools are enchanted by her, a characteristic we have seen that 
Bella takes wherever she goes.  Our own children at Hazelwood School were equally drawn 
on Bella’s recent visit to our school, aimed at building partnerships in this education project. 
For the week of her visit, the teaching staff were largely invisible as the children wanted to 
meet, talk and high-five with Bella. She is an inspiration!   
 
Each of these visits helps to strengthen the links between the two communities so that we 
can contribute to educational improvements in Songwe.   Mentioned must also be made of 
Paul who has safely guided us up the path to the mobile phone mast in order to send reports 
and photos back to England; no mean feat for one whose usual exercise consists of walking 
5m to the car each morning!  Paul also stepped in as driver on Friday, getting fully involved 
in our grade 3 and grade 5 treasure hunts on times tables and multiplying by powers of 10 
using place value.  . 
 
Once again, many thanks to each and every one of you.  We look forward to meeting friends 
again next year as we progress the education project. 
 
Roma and the October team of Steph, Tom, Liz, Charlie, Millie, Dom, Olive and Lewis 
 
 
Our Remembrance Service this morning gave us all a chance to reflect and, in the centenary 
year of the end of the First World war, to pay our respects to and give thanks for the very many 
servicemen and women who gave their lives through this and other subsequent conflicts.  It is 
one of the more sombre events in the school calendar but one which plays such an important 
part in providing balance and in building an awareness of our relatively meagre place on the 
global stage.  Thank you to everyone who took part; Callum and Allice (Head Boy and Girl) 
read the roll of honour out with dignity and clarity. Lucy and Vivienne put real feeling and 
lyricism into the reading.  The Chapel Choir echoed the mood of the morning with their 
controlled performance of ‘In Flanders Fields’ and Ethan sounded the Last Post with a pathos 
which pierced the silence of the occasion.  Thanks too go to the parents and friends who came 
along to join us in our service.  Your presence is always very much welcomed and appreciated. 
 
Another occasion, albeit of quite a different nature and dynamic, when parental involvement 
is welcomed is the Help4Heroes HeroBear triathlon. Having been last staged in September 



2016, its normal autumnal slot in the calendar was missed due to a number of factors.  We 
are mindful however of the importance of this event and of the school’s pre-eminent track 
record in raising not inconsiderable amounts for a most well-deserving charity.  As a result, 
we have earmarked Saturday 27th April as the date on which parents, pupils, friends and 
neighbours will be invited to swim, cycle and run in our 5th HeroBear Triathlon.  The morning 
creates such a buzz across the site with our youngest competitors taking part in the Junior 
event and our most proficient sportsmen and women, including our more competitive parents, 
pitting their strength, skill and stamina in the gold level triathlon.  In 2016 we had over 250 
individuals taking part. 
 
The HeroBear was originally the brainchild of a group of parents who developed the event in 
answer to a cry for help from Help4Heroes to create a fundraising activity which would attract 
families to get involved with the work of the charity.   Since its inception, parents have taken 
on board the responsibility of organising, with the support of the school, the whole event and 
so we are hoping to find a group of individuals who are prepared to throw their helmet, swim 
goggles and running shoes into the ring and take on the 5th HeroBear Triathlon.  If you are 
interested, please contact Mr Tappin on bursar@hazelwoodschool.com who has promised a 
handover from the 2016 organisers so that their experience and insight can provide a useful 
place from which to start staging next year’s event.  To date the school has raised over 
£50,000 for Help4Heroes. It would be a shame not to be in a position to build on this fabulous 
total.  Thank you, in advance for all your offers of help and support. 
 
And finally, in early October, the HPA held their annual AGM at which we thanked Mrs Sasha 
Johnston, the out-going Chair, for all her efforts and energies over the past few years.  During 
Sasha’s time at the helm of the HPA, there have been some memorable fund raising events 
including the school’s first ever Circus, the majestic Masquerade Ball and the True Grit 
Summer Fair.  Through the money raised at these, and other events, the HPA have been able 
to fund resources across both the school and nursery sites. Most recently, The Box benefitted 
from contributed funds allowing the school to purchase the Virtual Reality headsets and 
interactive table, both of which have already proven very popular.  I am delighted to share the 
news that, at the same meeting, Mrs Annabel Georgiou agreed to take on the role of Chair 
with little or no coercion!  Annabel has been an active member of the school’s parent body for 
a good number of years having been a Form Rep and an HPA event organiser on more than 
one occasion.  I am sure the HPA will go from strength to strength under her leadership and I 
ask you to support Annabel, and her Committee, with their calendar of fund raising activities 
including the forthcoming Christmas Fair and Burns Night Supper.   
 
The weeks leading up to our Christmas celebrations are always busy ones.  The details of all 
the planned events appear in the printed school calendar.  I would encourage you to have a 
re-read and refresh your memories of what is happening, when and where.  Christmas is not 
a time for disappointed children or families when popular activities are missed or forgotten.   
 
 

  



  
 
Congratulations to Mr Tappin who, on the only rainy day in the whole of October, married 
Elissa at Chiddingstone Castle.  The Chapel Choir sang beautifully at the ceremony reducing 
everyone to tears!  Whilst Mr Tappin tried to steal the show with some distinctive footwear, it 
was the bride who had everyone reaching for their cameras!  We wait patiently to see when 
the shoes will make an appearance. 
 
 
 
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

Since the last entry for the Nutshell, HNEY has been a site full of activity. The term time 
children enjoyed a wonderful two weeks over the October half term.  We now have a full 
complement of children back and it has been fabulous to walk around the rooms and see 
happy faces that are eager to learn.  
 
It was wonderful to see many of you on Tuesday evening for our autumn term Parents’ Evening 
and to hear such positive comments about how you feel your child is happy, settled and 
enjoying nursery life.  
 
Please see below for a full round up of this week’s activities from the rooms. 
 
This week in Fledglings 1 the children have been doing some firework pictures using lots of 
different resources. We have also had lots of fun exploring coloured sand and trying to work 
out which coloured shapes go where on the shape sorters. The children have been 
mesmerised by the fireworks displays they have watched on the iPads.  

This week in Fledglings 2 we have been to space. We used marbles and paint to make planets 
and different coloured greys dotted onto paper to make a moon. We have glittered lamps to 
celebrate Diwali and made shortbread stars. 

Lower Robins have had a great week exploring light and colour. The children have made 
firework pictures using a variety of different resources. They also enjoyed exploring the Hindu 
festival of light Diwali. We also made the most of the good weather at the beginning of the 
week and went on an autumn walk to collect objects to make a collage. 

 



   
 

  
 

   
 
Upper Robins' room have been concentrating on colours, festivals and customs this week in 
anticipation of Bonfire Night and Diwali. To enhance our colour recognition, we have created 
beautiful firework pictures using cardboard tubes, paint and glitter, experimented with mixing 
coloured paints together to create new colours and made layered rainbow jellies to enjoy at 
home. We worked collaboratively to make a large poppy coupled with individual, stained glass 
poppies in preparation for Remembrance Sunday.  

Skylarks have enjoyed a fireworks themed week. We have made fireworks paintings using a 
range of resources such as tubes, straws, paint flicking, and glitter. Some Skylarks have 
practiced their name writing by making firework name rockets. We have also learned about 



Diwali and made some clay pots and paper plate candles. On Friday, Skylarks made poppies 
and wore them during our 2 minutes’ silence for Remembrance Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Oak have settled happily again after the half-term break. “Room on the Broom” continued to 
enhance the children’s learning, writing magic spells, making potions, broomstick addition and 
measuring broomsticks were a few of the activities this week.  Rehearsals for the Nativity are 
also underway!  In the past fortnight, the children have enjoyed foraging for early signs of 
autumn and creating collages out of the treasures that they found. 

   

A big THANK YOU to the staff and children of Oak who played host to over twenty visiting 
families on Thursday morning.  Our visitors were keen to get an insight into what life is like in 
Oak as they make the all-important decision, for September 2019, of which school to choose 
for the onward learning adventure.  The children impressed with their grasp of phonics and 
numeracy, they dazzled with their sporting prowess and had our visitors reaching for their 
protective goggles as they created a chemical reaction in their science experiment.  In the 
nature area, there was a little more pond dipping for lost nets than for newts and frogs.  Well 
done everyone, you all did brilliantly! 

The children in Upper Robins have enjoyed a week of making a plethora of things including 
fireworks pictures, Remembrance poppies and rainbow jellies!  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from Hazelwood 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Tulett’s Art Club over the half term created these poignant 
tributes to those fallen in battle.  Whilst the poppies in the fields 
of Flanders created blanket of colour, these creations will stand 
proud in every lasting memory of bravery, courage and supreme 
sacrifice. 

The children of Skylarks prepared for 
Halloween by carving pumpkins with 
Head Chef, Prim.  The smiles on the 
children’s faces were not matched by 
the expressions on the pumpkins most 
of which had been designed to deliver 
maximum scare-factor! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

These Year 2 ballerinas may 
look angelic but don’t be 
fooled.  As Halloween 
approached, the girls took to 
the dance floor and 
transformed into gruesome 
witches, pulling faces of 
which Elphaba would be 
proud.  Luckily for everyone, 
when the music stopped, the 
spell was broken and they 
returned to being 
themselves, sugar and spice 
and all things nice! 

Well done to Miss Kavanagh and the rest of the 
staff team who raised £160 for cancer research.  
There were some amazing cakes on display 
some of which would have easily graced the 
judging tables of The Great British Bake Off.  
Commiserations to Mrs Stephenson whose 
fabulous regal Crown Cake, complete with 
ceremonial cushion, did not quite make it onto 
the BBC’s Extra Slice: The Final show, being 
pipped at the post by one too many relatives of 
the season’s finalists.  

The children of 
Chestnut were 
delighted the be 
entertained by Mr 
Tappin on the 
keyboard during 
a recent fruit 
break. Looking 
thirty years 
younger, Mr 
Tappin 
introduced his 
audience to the 
infectious rhythm 
of jazz piano!  

Baily Building shortlisted for Civic Trust Award 
We were delighted to receive the news that the Baily Building has been named as a 
Regional Finalist in the very prestigious Civic Trust Awards.  It will now go forward for 
further assessment in December after which it could receive the ultimate accolade of 
receiving a national award.  The judges were clearly impressed with the style and sweep 
of the building and the impeccable behavior of all those who use it every day!  Credit was 
also given for how it complemented the landscape and its environmental credentials.  Keep 
everything crossed until 17th December. 



  
 
Another stunning display by the 2XI against St Michael’s. Hazelwood were denied by the wood 
twice either side of two great team goals in the first half. They controlled possession 
throughout the game and three further goals followed in the second half for a 5-0 victory. A 
very mature and rounded performance! 
 

 
 

 

A very warm Hazelwood 
Hello to Elsie Mabel 
Haydock born Friday 12th 
October at 11.40pm 
weighing 8lbs 
4oz.  Mother and baby are 
doing well.  Judging by the 
photo, young Elsie is 
content to take things 
easy and frustrate her 
brother who is looking 
forward to having a sister 
to play with.  

The second congratulations of the 
season to the Ist XI football team who 
were victorious in the Willington 7- 
aside tournament.  
 
After narrowly missing out last year, 
the boys put in three flawless 
performances to win their second 
tournament of the season.  
 
They beat Kingswood House 4-1 in 
their first match, Twickenham Prep 3-
0 in the second and finished with an 
even more convincing 5-0 victory over 
the hosts Willington. 
 

Well done boys! 



 

  Year 5’s study of the 
Victorians was reflected in 
their half termly art project 
on Steam Punk.  The 
children used all manner of 
cogs, chains and moving 
parts to create some 
stunning masterpieces.  All 
skillfully crafted as individual 
studies, the true impact and 
beauty of them is revealed 
when seen together.  An 
exhibition of sheer wonder 
and magnificence.   

 

 

 



Year 3 won’t settle for second best!  

Year 3 kicked off their Settlements topic with some adventurous outdoor activities.  The 
children enjoyed a fun filled morning of den building in the woods where they had to work 
together to create their own shelter.  They were also challenged to construct tents of varying 
sizes in teams.  They also played some great orienteering games.   During the afternoon the 
children made their own LEGO or salt dough houses which will be a part of a big Year 3 
display.  They also learned some valuable First Aid techniques and created their own 
settlements.  Lots of fun was had by all and I know the children are very excited to learn more 
about settlements.  Many thanks to the parents who kindly loaned us their tents for the day!   

  
 

  
 

   
 

  

 

To help celebrate British Sausage Week 
this week, the children have been able to 
sample different types of sausage as part 
of their lunchtime menu.  Favourite 
amongst the pupils was the staple 
Cumberland with staff choosing something 
a little more spicy, the chilli sausage! 



 

  

  

 

 

 
 

  

TANZANIA EASTER 2018 



A visitor from Tanzania 
In the last week of half term, we welcomed Bella Hakili to Hazelwood.  Bella is a Communities 
Manager at Shanta Mining in Songwe, Tanzania.  As part of her community responsibilities, 
Bella maintains close links with the local schools, the teachers and the pupils; with Shanta 
Mining supporting some of the most needy pupils in the area.  Bella also accompanies the 
Hazelwood teachers on their school visits, helping with translations, communication and 
organisation. 
 

In her week at Hazelwood, Bella visited pupils in every year group, including those in the 
nursery.  As well as observing teaching and learning at Hazelwood, Bella talked to each group 
about school life for pupils in the district of Songwe.  She also taught the children a few words 
of Swahili. 
 

  
 

  
 

Fascinated by meeting a person who lives and works in the area visited by Hazelwood 
teachers, Bella was inundated with hundreds of questions from our curious students.  Subject 
matter included the perils of walking as much as 10km to school in Songwe, lunchtime food, 
play at break time, the weather (including ‘have you seen snow?’) and why people look 
different.   A Year 3 philosophy class, led by Mrs Ford, considered the question of the 
happiness of the children in Songwe.  Many concluded they would be happy, as, without 
access to technology, they did not have to worry about which version of Xbox or Playstation 
they possessed, or which games they were allowed to play.  Miss Dancy’s Year 5 class based 
their Chapel assembly on Tanzania having spoken to Bella. 
 

By day 2, Bella could no longer walk the school anonymously.  Wherever she went there were 
calls of ‘Bella!  Bella!’  A proliferation of high fives and waves. She was even presented with a 
much prized and signed conker as a token from an enchanted Year 2 pupil. 
 

We thank Shanta Mining for sharing Bella with us for the week and hopefully look forward to 
welcoming her back again.   



 
 
Dear Mums and Dads 
 
12th-16th November is Anti-Bullying Week and on Monday, 12th November, we would like our 
pupils to come to school wearing ODD SOCKS (these can be worn over tights). Form teachers 
and teaching staff will be talking to pupils beforehand and during the week about bullying and 
the theme of 'CHOOSE RESPECT!'  
 
In order to create a strong message, it would be fantastic if you could also talk to your child so 
that we can raise awareness and help all of our pupils to know that there is always someone 
who cares and wants to help them.  
  
Thank you so much for your support! 
Miss Tallin Clayton 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Gethin and Anwen  
 
On Saturday 6th October they not only took 
on the Junior 1.5kn event as part of 
Bournemouth’s Marathon Festival, but 
they did so in terrible weather conditions.  
Not only did they conquer the distance, 
they silenced the howling wind and the rain 
and all with two huge smiles on their faces.   
Such grit and determination!  



  

  

  

 

The children spent a gruesome time at Fun 
Club over the half term.  Ms Smith-Chandler 
stirred the witch’s cauldron to conjure up a 
host of wonderfully spooky and terrifying 
activities to fit with the Halloween theme.  The 
visit from a number of Magical Beasts was to 
be found in the Chestnut Hall.  As if by magic, 
an African Land Snail, Jeff, a cockroach from 
Madagascar and a 12-year-old tarantula 
called Falisha appeared.  The children also 
met a millipede from Africa and a corn snake 
called Citrus, who has 410 bones in his body! 
Last to come out was the lovely Anya, a grey 
and white rat.  
 

  HAPPY HAZELWOOD HALLOWEEN FUN CLUB 



  

  

  

  

During the course of the week, the children painted 
ghost pictures, created a pumpkin playground game 
and turned marshmallows into bloodshot eyes.  They 
immersed themselves in fun and games in the sports 
hall and built a construction corner filled with Lego 
and 3D magnetic shapes.  They created pumpkin 
hand puppets, decorated critter cupcakes and 
busied themselves with arts and crafts inspired by 
spooks and skeletons.  Thank you to Ms SC and her 
band of trainee wizards who waved their wands over 
the Chestnut Building to deliver such a magical, and 
fun-filled week. 



 
 
 
 

Raffle tickets will go on sale on MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER.  Priced at 50p per 
ticket, pupils and staff will be able to purchase a maximum of five tickets each.  All the 
money will be going to Children in Need.  The raffle will be drawn on Friday 16th Nov. 



  
 
Hazelwood vs Hawthorns Swimming Gala Report – 8.10.18 
On Monday 8th October, the Year 3 and 4 selected team swimmers prepared to compete 
against one of our toughest rivals – The Hawthorns School.  There seemed to be a record 
number of spectators filling every available space on poolside and cheering loudly, which 
added to the competitive atmosphere!  For the Year 3’s, this was their first ever gala against 
another school! So understandably, they all had mixed feelings of nerves, excitement and 
enthusiasm.  After the individual swims, the competition looked incredibly close with many of 
our swimmers placing 2nd and 3rd (out of 4 competitors).  We needed our relay teams to be 
strong to secure 1st place and thankfully, we performed brilliantly in these events!  
 
The final scores were close but in the end Hazelwood won by 14pts! 
 
WELL DONE TO THE YEAR 3 & 4 TEAM SWIMMERS!   
Miss Lloyd – Head of Swimming 
 
 

Sad Farewell to Mrs Tory 
After nearly 23 years at Hazelwood, we will be saying a fond goodbye to Mrs Tory at the end 
of this term, when she will be retiring to enjoy more time with her family.  Mrs Tory’s caring 
and considerate approach has benefitted many generations of Hazelwood pupils and, whilst 
the way in which we teach and pupils learn may have changed over this period, her 
commitment and loyalty to the school community has remained ever constant.  She will be 
very much missed by the School Community, especially the staff, children and parents in 
Chestnut.  We have asked her to keep in touch and I am sure she will be visiting us from time 
to time! 

News from the Library  
Sevenoaks Literacy Festival  
On the 29th September, I visited the Sevenoaks Book Festival; a celebration of some of the 
best children's writers.  I arrived to see Mrs Dymoke, all smiles, manning the busy book stall. 
After briefly catching up, I joined Mrs Wisniewski in the auditorium.  We were there to see a 
special panel event, sponsored by Hazelwood School and recorded live for the children's book 
show, "Down the Rabbit Hole." The authors, Emma Carroll, Hilary Mckay and Katherine 
Woodfine were discussing their historical adventure stories. In addition to introductions to 
their latest novels we were enthralled with information about their influences, how they achieve 
historical detail and tips for budding writers. 
 
I was lucky enough to speak with Emma Carroll, one of my favourite authors and she signed 
a copy of 'The Girl who Walked on Air.' 
 



Her advice was 'that the story should always come first and the when and how will follow.' 
It was an amazing experience that I shall always remember. 
You can listen to the event on www.dtrhradio.com 
 
By Lucy H Year 8 
 

  
 
PICTURE 
Left to right: Emma Carroll, Lucy Howells, Katherine Woodfine & Hilary McKay 
  
 
Katherine Woodfine 
Please also see the podcast from Katherine Woodfine at http://katherinewoodfine.co.uk/about-
me/ 
Katherine is a brilliant writer and was part of the very first Cranleigh School - Awesome Book 
Awards with her Mystery and Mayhem  series.  She has now written the fourth in the series 

The Midnight Peacock, and has just finished putting pen to paper with her new book Perils  

in Paris  which is now in our library. Definitely worth a read! 
  
  
National Poetry Day - 4th October 2018 
This year's National Poetry Day theme was Change and we certainly had a change from the 
type of poet we normally engage. This year we had a hip hop artist Karl Nova who was an 
inspiration with his style of rapper poetry.  He totally mesmerised the pupils with his works and 
the reasons for why he writes each piece.  After the assembly he worked with the year 5s 
creating poetry.  5D even made a poetry book for him as a way of saying thank you. Some of 
the work created by Year 5 are in this edition of the Nutshell for you to enjoy!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



   

 

The City of London by Alicia G 
Cities are full of offices and flats  
And boys in tracksuits with baseball 
hats  
People put their money in banks 
Dodging the scaffolding planks  
Walking in the park you’ll see kites  
And kids playing on their bikes 
Skateboard ramps to basketball courts  
The skills of these boys cannot be 
bought. 

Street Lights by Jacob G 
Get in a middle and have a street fight 
Fall in a puddle under a street light 
 
Find a penny 
See too many  
 
I write in pen  
Head Big Ben  
 
When I arrive at Leicester 
They think I’m a jester  
 
Bump into a tree 
People look at me 
 
Run into a shop  
Bounce on a mop 
 
When I’m sad and alone 
I need to buy an i-phone  
 
Get in a muddle and have a street fight 
Fall in a puddle under a street light 
 

London by Oliver G 
Trains are cool and I like them a lot but they 
can get jammed 
Your journey don’t work out the way you 
planned. 
If you miss a bus, two will always come 
through  
As if they’re stuck together with glue. 
Journeys too long, I’ll take a bike 
It’s something I quite like. 
I’ll drink some coke and have some food 
Then that’ll put me in a good mood.  
At the skate park people on skateboards say   
 
“DUDE” 
 

Casual City by Ella D  
Dancing in the streets when it’s raining 
Causing lots of leaks.  People slipping when 
they’re training. 
 
People not looking, they’re on their phone  
Waiting in queues is off-putting  
But you need to catch the bus to get home. 
 
Some beautiful buns in a nice display  
Will be good for the girls on Saturday. 
  
  


