
 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along to the various Information Evenings held for year 
groups right across the school and nursery.  It was good to see these events so well 
attended.  I enjoyed meeting everyone and having the opportunity to answer your questions 
and listen to your feedback.  I hope that you found the sessions useful and that you feel 
better informed and prepared for the year ahead.  For those on the main site, the evenings 
were a great opportunity to introduce you to The BOX.  It was wonderful to see the reactions 
of the parents mirror those of the children whose excitement and dexterity has been 
exponentially rising each time they enter the creative and liberated space.  There are lovely 
reports from our Year 1 and Year 2 cohorts later on in the Nutshell following their visits to 
The BOX this week.  The teaching of music too, amongst other subjects, has taken on a 
new, and quite different perspective thanks to the opportunities which The BOX presents.  
My Year 5 class this week were full of ideas as to how they could harness its powers to 
develop their love for, and understanding of, musical notation and composition.  I hope many 
of you saw the coverage of The BOX in the County Border News this week. It is fitting that 
such a pioneering teaching space should be the first user, in this area, of such an innovative 
media feature.  I hope it achieved the impact that we hoped for.  
 
 

Invitation, previously sent by email, for parents to view The BOX 
 
Dear Parents  
 
It was good to see so many of you at our recent Upper and Lower School Information 
Evenings and I hope that you enjoyed the opportunity to see inside The BOX.  It is early 
days, but the feedback from staff and children has been excellent with all year groups 
unanimously applauding the environment and relishing the opportunities to teach and learn 
in a very different, and unfettered way.  
 
For those of you who have hitherto been unable to visit The BOX, the school is delighted to 
invite you to attend one of two Open Sessions which are being held on Monday 17th and 
Tuesday 18th September.  The doors to The BOX will be open between 8.15am and 9.15am 
with an introduction to the room and the thinking behind it delivered by Mr Shepherd at 
8.40am each morning.  Our Year 8 pupils, and members of the staff team, will also be on 
hand to guide you through the many exciting features of the room.  
  
No RSVP is required.  Just turn up and enjoy the room.  All that we ask is that you park 
responsibly, observing the No Parking area in front of the Sports Hall and that if you are 
blocking in cars along the hedge-line that you leave your mobile number on the dashboard of 
your car in case of emergencies. 

 
 
Over the weekend, Alex D stood in a box of a different kind – the Penalty Box – and saved 
not one but two penalties as the U13 Football Team rallied from an early defeat to emerge 
victorious in the prestigious Bedes School Football Tournament.  An early tournament is 
always a good test of natural talent as the impact of countless coaching sessions has yet to 
bear fruit.  The boys of Hazelwood showed that they have skill, passion and team spirit by 
the bucket load.  Mr Jarvis, who coached the boys, was absolutely thrilled not only by their 



performance but by bringing home the school’s first silverware so soon into the football 
season and the potential that the team holds for their remaining matches.  On their way to 
lifting the trophy, the team beat Hurstpierpoint College, Lancing College and St Christopher’s 
and the home team Bedes in the final – 9-8 on penalties after a 0-0 draw.  Not only did Alex 
save two penalties but he stepped up at the other end to put away a goal from the penalty 
support against his opposite number.  The team of Callum, Max, Thomas, Luke, Will, Jack 
and Ralph were deserving winners. 
 

 
 
These boys represented the school well on Saturday.  They were also part of the group of 
Hazelwood pupils who travelled to Italy just before the start of the new academic year, to 
enjoy the classical and dairy delights of Pompeii, Herculaneum and Rome.  Together with 
the rest of the Year 8 cohort, the children marvelled at the historical sights, bathed in the 
gloriously warm sea and sunk their teeth into copious helpings of ice cream and pizza.  
    

 



The highlight for some was climbing up Vesuvius edging ever closer to the mouth of the 
infamous volcano.  For others it was throwing coins into the Trevi Fountains and making a 
‘secret’ wish that the start of school could be delayed for a few days so they could stay in 
Rome a little while longer. 
 
Thank you to the children for behaving so well and making it a pleasure for the staff team of 
Mr Fagg, Mrs Brighting, Mrs Bilbrough and Mr Fotheringham to be with them on this 
classical and geographical adventure.   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The first full week back of the year has flown by and has been one filled with excitement. 
Steve Smith kept a captive audience as he painted on the road system to the playground, a 
huge thank you to him for giving the children something else to look forward to doing when 
using the outdoor space.  
 

 
 
Thanks also to Lindsay and John for beginning to erect the new cedar fence around the 
nature area. The children and I are very much looking forward to exploring this space. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing the children settle even more this week, it really is wonderful to 
walk into the rooms and be greeted with such big smiles! 

 

And finally, to find out why Mrs 
Greenwood is looking so pleased 
with herself, see further down this 
week’s Nutshell?   

 



  
This week in Fledglings 1 we have been out exploring our garden and the tents and bikes 
outside. We have also been exploring messy play and painted our first piece of artwork. The 
children have enjoyed singing songs, climbing on the climbing frame and exploring sensory 
objects.  

Lots and lots of painting this week in Fledglings 2. We have printed with sponges to make 
penguins, and have rolled and cut playdough into animal shapes. We have made animal 
masks and used the soft play equipment in the hall.  
 
Lower Robins have had a wonderful week and have been focusing on themselves. They 
have made large-scale collages of their favourite activities. They have tried hard to focus on 
getting the correct colours for their facial features when painting. Some children enjoyed 
setting up the ramps in the classroom to test which car would go the furthest. 
 

   
 
We have had a fun-filled busy week in Top Robins!  The children have enjoyed actions 
songs and imitating animals in their music lesson, beginning to paint self-portraits, having 
lots of fun discovering all the toys in their new playground with their friends and have all 
continued to settle in beautifully. 
 

  

“Good morning, Skylarks.  How can we help you?” 



Skylarks have continued to settle into the routine and learn all about each other this week. 
They have continued to draw self-portraits and have been trying hard to remember which 
group they are in. The children thoroughly enjoyed their first swimming lesson of the year 
and were very excited about going on the minibus.  
The children have continued to explore the room to see what is their favourite activity and 
have been helping each other practice their balancing on the garden equipment. They have 
loved playing on the new road that is now painted onto the playground. We are looking 
forward to using it to learn about road safety in the coming weeks. 
 
Oak have enjoyed painting fabulous self-portraits of themselves in their school uniforms.   
We have read the story of "Goldilocks and the Three Bears”, enjoying using different voices 
for the characters.  They have also created something unique for their own teddy bears, 
which have included a jet pack, a merry go round, a cave and even a crown! 
 

 

 
HNEY children are invited to participate in "Jeans for Genes" Day, taking place at 
Hazelwood next Friday, 21st September.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Skylarks and Oak are able to wear 
jeans with the school polo shirt and 
school tracksuit jumper in return for 
a £1 donation to the cause. The 
children are allowed to wear 
trainers. Please hand your £1 into 
your form teachers.  
F1 - Robins children are invited to 
wear jeans to nursery in return for 
an OPTIONAL £1 donation, please 
hand your £1 to room staff  
 

 



News from Hazelwood 

 
Staff News 
After ten years of working at Hazelwood as Head of Science, Director of Studies and most 
recently as Deputy Head (Academic), Dr Orr will be retiring from Hazelwood at the end of 
this term as she moves to Oxford. I will share further news shortly as we prepare to dip an 
early toe into the recruitment pond.   
 
Congratulations to Mrs Cochrane who gave birth to a beautiful baby boy, Jack, this week.  
Mother and baby are both doing well.  More news and hopefully a photograph will follow next 
week. 
 

Universally Challenged 
Last Friday Year 7 and 8 participated in Quiz competition in the dining hall. The children 
answered questions on sport, popular culture, history, TV and Film and also had a picture 
quiz and a problem solving round. Three proud members of the victorious team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focusing her MIND on the road ahead! 
 
2yrs ago Mrs Tulett started a journey of self-
discovery and did 3 walks with Action Challenge 
one was 106km. This year she continued this 
journey entering 7 ultra walks raising money for 
"Mind".  It started in January with a very cold and 
wet winter walk round London.  Since then she 
has walked coastal paths, up hills and down 
dales always giving of her best and showing 
such grit and determination.  Her last walk is on 
the 29th September where she will walk 50km 
over the Chiltern Hills where she'll collect her 7th 
Medal. If you would like to sponsor her, please 
follow the link.  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kate-
tulett1    
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kate-tulett1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kate-tulett1


 
My wife and I attended the curriculum evening last night for Oak.   
 
I wanted to write and say that I thought the evening was excellent.  Mr Garlick and the other 
teachers gave a very informative talk on the daily routine of the children, the curriculum and 
how it was taught.  I then had a lovely time going round the classrooms, speaking to the 
teachers and learning more about what my daughter Isabella will learn during the course of 
the year. 
 
I found the evening to be extremely useful in giving me insight into my daughter's education 
and how I may be able to support her further at home. 
 
I think she is very fortunate to be at such a lovely school.  Thank you again to everyone for 
taking the time to talk to the parents last night. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pupils in Years 1-6 should wear their normal school uniform or their house t-shirt on their top 
half (with blazers) 
Pupils in Year 7&8 may wear their Hazelwood hoodie or tracksuit top with their jeans 
All pupils may wear trainers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 21st 
September 

£1 donation 

Saddle up all Horse-riders 

Mrs Lowe is looking for any keen riders 
to take part in competitions over the 
year.  You need to own/loan your own 
pony and be able to jump a round of at 
least 2ft-2ft 3. If anyone is interested in 
finding out more or in taking part, email 
lowes@hazelwoodschool.com 

Previous teams have competed at the 
All England Showground at Hickstead. 

 

Enjoy the Show!  
To all the Hazelwood families who are heading to the Big Top tomorrow, we hope you 
have a brilliant afternoon. Don’t forget there’s a BBQ and refreshments to be had outside 
the tent before the show doors open.  Thanks to Mrs Vercoe and Mrs Nixon for 
organizing and to all their helpers who will be there on the day to ensure your enjoyment 
of the HPA’s first foray into circus entertainment! 

mailto:lowes@hazelwoodschool.com


 
 
May we also remind parents that if you wish to stop and talk to another parent or member of 
staff, then please park up and leave the central area free for moving traffic. Many thanks for 
your understanding, cooperation and support. 
 

Life in Year 2 is a box of chocolates!  
Last Wednesday, Year 2 started their new topic off with a special chocolate themed 
day.  Each of the three teachers ran a different chocolate activity for the children to have a 
go at and the classes rotated between the activities throughout the day.   
  
With Mr Kemp, the children had to go on a special chocolate hunt around Chestnut to find 
some chocolate bars that were hiding.  At the end, they had to solve a clue to be able to eat 
their treasure!   
 

  
 
magic stars, buttons and other tasty treats onto edible paper to build up a picture.  

Clowning around  
Keeping with the circus theme, Charlie C proudly 
displays her TED project. A life-size clown 
complete with meticulously crafted pom-poms.  
Charlie told the Nutshell that each brightly 
coloured ball of fun took several hours to make. 
Her clown will hopefully be on display tomorrow 
proudly signposting visitors to the Big Top 
entrance.  Well done Charlie!  

Car Park Reminder 
At pick up, it would really help the smoother flow 
of the car park and surrounding roads if parents 
could remember to turn up ten minutes after the 
end of their child’s day. This will keep cars 
moving more easily and allow minibus, returning 
from matches, to enter the car park in time for 
the passengers to pick up their school bags and 
make their way to the central area more quickly. 

Mrs Richards 
turned her 
classroom into an 
art studio for the 
day but, instead of 
using paint, the 
children were using 
melted chocolate 
and some 
chocolate shapes 
to create their 
masterpieces.  The 
children used milk, 
white and dark 
chocolate to create 
different colours 
and the stuck  



 
Some of the children even managed to paint cars and gardens before gobbling up their 
delicious are work! 
  
Lastly, Miss Wilson was helping the children to cook using melted chocolate as a key 
ingredient.  The children each made some chocolate rice crispy cakes and then collaborated 
to make a giant rocky road which the whole year group shared. 
  
The children and teachers had a fantastic day and everyone was filled with enthusiasm for 
their new topic. 
 
 
 

  
 
Well done to the U13 boys’ football who beat Bedes in the Final. On their way to lifting the 
trophy, they beat Bedes 2-1 (Luke D scoring both goals), St Christopher’s 1-0 (well done to 
William de VH for a well-taken goal) and Lancing 1-0 (Max E connected well with the ball to 
score). What was particularly nice to see was the boys from Hazelwood who left last year to 
go to Bedes – Sam, Oscar and Jaden – were on hand to cheer them on and celebrate with 
them.   
 
Team Building for Y3 
Last Friday afternoon the children of Year 3 had a wonderful time taking part in a range of 
team building and bonding games.  Their form teachers were very impressed with the way 
that they worked together to solve problems using a range of different skills.  They afternoon 
ended with a fantastic feast which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  It was a wonderful 
opportunity for the children to have some time together having made the move from Year 2 
and it looks like we are in for a really exciting year ahead.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are the Champions! 

 



  
 
Boxing Clever with Years 1 and 2 
Here we are in The Box! On the Lego Wall we created homes for Dogger, collaborating in 
teams of three. On the interactive floor we thought of strategies to best outwit moving soft 
toys, just like Bella’s toys. On the large white boards and flip tables we re-wrote the story of 
Dogger, investigating the best sequence. We can’t wait to return for more exploring, 
investigating and collaborating. Well done Year One!  
 

  
 

 
 
 

Year 2’s reactions to 
the VR headsets were 
so funny! Reaching out 
to grab things, ‘looking 
down’ literally, from the 
air on views of London, 
walking in the 
Amazonian rainforest, 
screaming with 
excitement as sharks 
swam past! A thrilling 
afternoon.  
 



  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Already in the corridors around the classrooms there are some great displays. Some were 
the work completed by the children on Class Swap Day, citing their hopes and aspirations 
for the year ahead.  
 

 

Around the classroom displays 

 Great work Year 4 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Loving the colour Year 3! 

Who are you Year 5? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
We are Spartacus! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



We are Spartacus! 
Year 3 kicked off their Ancient Greeks topic with a fantastic theme day where they got to 
experience a range of fun activities.  The children were lucky enough to have a theatre 
company visit them and teach them, through a range of dramatic techniques, what life was 
like for the Greeks and the mighty Spartans and Athenians.  The children also got to sample 
Greek food, the favourites being Greek Yogurt and Humous!  They also had the opportunity 
to make Greek God models and design and create Greek style pots which will be painted 
next week.  The children and staff had a wonderful time and it was a great way to start such 
an interesting and exciting topic.  

  
 

 

 
 
Irina Lyakhovskaya Visit to Hazelwood 
We are delighted that Irina Lyakhovskaya, the acclaimed pianist, is visiting Hazelwood on 
Friday, 28th September, when she will be giving a Piano Recital at our Lunchtime Concert, 
taking place at 1.30 pm – 2.00 pm in Bawtree Hall.  Parents are very welcome to attend.  We 
will also be encouraging pupils to take advantage of this musical opportunity. 

Music Department News 



 
Irina was born in St Petersburg, Russia. She graduated from the St Petersburg 
Conservatoire in 1999, where she studied with Alexander Sandler. In 2000, she was invited 
to continue her studies in England as a postgraduate scholar at Trinity Laban Conservatoire 
of Music and Dance (then known as Trinity College of Music) with John Bingham. 
 
In 2003, Irina won first prize in the TCM Association’s Soloist Competition with her 
interpretation of the Schumann Piano Concerto. Since then, she has given many 
performances at leading international venues including the Philharmonic Hall in St 
Petersburg, Smetana Hall in Prague and the Coliseum in Porto. In the UK, she has 
appeared at the Southbank Centre, Symphony Hall, St John’s Smith Square and Cadogan 
Hall performing solo recitals and as the concerto soloist in Mozart, Haydn, Schumann, 
Brahms, Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov concertos. Her work has also been broadcast on 
BBC television and radio.  
 
An active chamber musician, Irina performs internationally with violinist Eleanor Percy, with 
whom she has given numerous recitals at the Wigmore Hall in London. They have recorded 
sonatas by Brahms and Prokofiev for the ImLab label, and the complete Mozart sonatas for 
Melodiya. Currently, Irina is artist in residence at Eastbourne Arts Centre where she is 
performing the complete Beethoven piano sonatas in eight concerts. 
 
Irina has worked at Trinity Laban as a professional accompanist since 2002. 
 
 
A winning start for the U13 teams 
Hazelwood’s 3rd Football team got their season off to a winning start with a thrilling 1-0 
victory against Handcross Park School. It was a huge effort by every player on the side in 
terrible weather conditions. The score should have been a higher but the woodwork denied 
Hazelwood on more than one occasion. The 4th team also won 2-0. Great coaching from the 
sidelines throughout both matches. Two well deserved wins. 
 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 

HPA 

HPA Christmas Fair – Saturday 1st December – Calling all stallholders! 
The Christmas Fair is on 1st December.  Preparations are already underway and we are 
taking bookings from stall holders now.  If you or someone you know would like to book a 
stall, please contact Claire Young for further details on mrscjyoung@hotmail.co.uk .  We had 
some lovely stalls last year with a great variety on offer and are grateful to those who would 
like to support the event by booking for this year. 
 

 
 

mailto:mrscjyoung@hotmail.co.uk


News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 

 
 
Thank you to the children from across the year groups who helped sample and score two 
potential new mid-morning snacks.  The beetroot brownie was unanimously loved, scoring 
more points than there were to have. The courgette and cheese muffin divided the panel 
with the MARMITE effect of love and hate!  

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


 
              



Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 
The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

Year 7 & 8 Girls – Hockey Masterclass 

Year 7 & 8 Football Camp Attendees – Final Information & Kit List  

Year 7 & 8 Football Camp – Initial Information – A few places may still be available, please 
contact Mr Reay if your child is interested in attending. 

Year 7 – Camp Out (Also sent via email) 

Year 7 Girls – Girls Together 

Year 1 – Brighton Toy Museum Trip 

NOTICES & REMINDERS 

YEAR 8 PLAY – Revised Rehearsal Schedules are available on the School 
Website/Parents’ Section. 
 
FLU (NASAL) VACCINE (Years 1-5)   
Please return signed Consent forms to the School Office by 19th October. 

TED Summer Project “The Circus” – as already advised, a reminder that the date for 
completion has been extended to Friday, 21st September. 

CUPS/AWARDS PRESENTED AT PRIZE GIVING/FINAL ASSEMBLY LAST TERM – 
please return to Mrs Greenwood by Friday, 14th September any cups you would like to be 
engraved.  Engraving is 55p per letter/numeral and will be added to your next end of term 
account. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


HECA  
Upper School Parents - If you have any HECA Folders at home (Hazelwood Extra Curricular 
Award/pink folder) and your child has decided not to complete the project, they would be 
gratefully received back by Mrs Greenwood for recycling.  Thank you. 

 

    

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 17 September 
Inter house Cross Country – House tops are required. 
Parents are welcome to attend. 
1415 Years 7 and 8 
1500 Years 3 and 4 
1530 Years 5 and 6 
1900  Year 8 Information Evening 
 
Tuesday 18 September 
 
Wednesday 19 September 
1430  Football: 1st XI, 2nd XI Colts A, B and C v Hilden Grange (A) 
1430  Football: 3rd XI, Colts D, E and F v Hilden Grange (H) 
1430  Hockey: U13 Hockey Masterclass (H) Edenbridge 
1530  Hockey: U11 A and B v Reigate St Mary’s at Reigate Grammar (A) 
1430  Hockey: U11 C and D v Hawthorns (A) 
1430  Hockey: U10 A/B Mix v Russell House at Edenbridge (H) 
1700  Hockey: Sports Staff INSET Training Edenbridge 
1700  Governors’ Meeting 
 
Thursday 20 September 
0835  House Meetings 
1025-1050 School Council Meeting 
1430  Football: U9 A-D v Hilden Grange (A) 
1430  Football: U8 A-C v Hilden Grange (H) 
1900  HPA Quiz Night 
 
Friday 21 September 
All Day Jeans for Genes Day 
All Day International Day of Peace 

Lost Property  
If any of the items shown alongside are yours, please do 
go to the School Office to claim them. If you have lost 
your glasses and cannot see the picture, phone a friend!   



All Day Year 4 Visiting Speaker to talk about Hinduism 
0845  Form Reps’ meeting 
 
Saturday 22 September  
1000  Football: U9 A Yardley Court Tournament (A) 
 
 

 
 



 



 



 
FitFest 2018 - Where else can you try up to 10 classes in one day from a choice of 

40?! So many fitness health and wellbeing services showcased in one day!  

We all know it’s important to stay fit and healthy for a longer and quality life. Find something 

you love and start changing your lifestyle!  

With all profit going to charity what’s not to love?!!! Let’s support the First Response Team 

who save lives?  

Get your tickets at https://helmtickets.com/events/1975/fitfest-caterham-2018 

 
 

https://helmtickets.com/events/1975/fitfest-caterham-2018


 
  

 
 

 

 

A full and interesting programme of famous and engaging authors awaits…There is something 

for every aged reader! 


