
 
 
 
There was a lot of wind around the main school site on Wednesday. Not only was Hurricane 
Georgina doing her best to snap the branches of every tree and blow over every pupil and 
member of staff as they made their hurried ways to class, but a strange noise was heard 
emanating from the Bawtree Hall.  It was a noise which, having started off as a low groan, 
built (with the help of a lot of wind), until its sonorous, and strangely melodic tones took flight 
over the Highlands of Scotland.  I am of course referring to our unique and much-enjoyed 
Bagpipes Assembly in which Mr Tull, a former parent of the school, introduced the whole 
school to the science, skill and silliness behind playing the bagpipes.  Mr Tull took full 
advantage of this theatrical prowess to captivate his audiences and to draw them into an 
instrument and passion that he clearly loves.  The assembly was arranged by Mrs Young to 
celebrate Burns Night and to further develop the pupils’ enjoyment of and awareness for all 
manner of music.  Whether or not we shall soon have a bagpipe ensemble only time will tell! 
 

   
 
On Monday we hosted the Hazelwood Girls’ Football Tournament.  Teams from Sevenoaks 
Prep and St Michael’s Schools joined the Hazelwood Sharks and Eagles in the Sports Hall 
for a tournament of fast pace and precision passing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All teams played some great 
fluid football with drama in 
front of each goal-mouth.  
Defences were tight, 
goalkeepers sharp to react 
and forwards intent on sending 
the ball to the back of the net.  
Congratulations to the Sharks 
who emerged as the eventual 
winners.  In a very tight final 
game against Sevenoaks’ 
Lionesses, the score was tied 
at 1-1.       



The match went into extra time with the Golden Goal rule applying. It was Hazelwood who 
first found the back of the net meaning that the match and the tournament title were theirs to 
enjoy and to celebrate.  The only disappointment was that Mr Fagg, the girls’ coach and 
early morning training manager, was off sick and missed the tournament he had worked so 
hard to organise. From his sick bed, he was delighted with their performance.  News of the 
victory was more of an effective pick-me-up than any over the counter flu remedy!  
 
Later on in the Spring Term, the school is hosting its first, and one of the first ever, School 
Quidditch Tournaments.  Mr MacDougall is conjuring up a host of helpers and players who 
will be on hand to ensure the experience is both magical and full of suspense and surprise.  
Spectators will, of course, be welcomed.  House elves should most definitely stay at home 
and all owls must be kept under strict supervision. 
 

 
 
And finally, I am absolutely thrilled to share with you all the news that the school is already 
embarking on its Tanzanian Project. Towards the end of the autumn term, we announced 
that we were hoping to launch this community initiative at some point through this academic 
year.  However with the most generous support of Shanta Gold, two members of the 
school’s teaching staff will soon be heading out to Africa, to the villages of Saza, Mkwajuni, 
Maleza and Mbangala in the Songwe region of Tanzania to meet with village leaders, the 
District Education Officer and even the local area MP.  The purpose of the visit is to scope 
out a project which will give the village schools, and their teachers, the skills and resources 
that they need to improve the level of education in this part of Africa.  Their visit will be 
followed up during the Easter holidays with the first visit (of many we hope) of more staff 
members who will begin, over a two week period, to share their expertise and to build 
sustainable and meaningful relationships with these communities.   
 
On a personal note I cannot say how excited I am. This is something I have wanted and 
championed at Hazelwood for many years.  To see it happening is amazing. There is so 
much we can give and so much we can learn.  I cannot wait to see how what we do in Africa 
can influence our pupils’ lives here in Oxted nor how our children, and their ideas, can affect 
those out in Tanzania.  Huge thanks to the parent who responded to our Nutshell plea for 
support and made such fruitful introductions.  There will be special events and activities 
planned to raise further awareness of the project and funds to supply the resources that will 
be needed.  Your help and enthusiasm for these will be very much appreciated.  I hope you, 
like me, are eager to get involved.   
 

 
Congratulations 
to the winning 
Sharks team.  
Well done 
Felicity, Hollie, 
Hannah, Camilla, 
Lucy, Eliza and 
Holly.  Worthy 
winners and a 
fine display of 
teamwork, skill 
and 
determination. 

Good luck to the school’s gymnasts who are competing at the weekend in the U11 and 
U13 Milano competition.  They have been rehearsing hard and deserve to be rewarded 
for their efforts. They are a group of very bendy and springy children! 



For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further 
down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

Despite some very variable weather this week the fun and learning has continued at HNEY, 
both indoors and outdoors. Inevitably, at this time of year, the  children will get wet when 
playing outdoors so could we please remind parents to always ensure that the children 
always have sufficient spare clothes and, if possible,  waterproof trousers for outside play (or 
a lightweight splash suit for Fledglings). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A definite highlight in Oak this week was when Mrs Taylor’s class and Miss Sanger’s class 
trip visited Pizza Express where the children were able to make and take home their own 
pizzas. Mrs Smith Chandler’s class are looking forward to their trip next week. The topic 
“Ourselves” was the stimulus for Oak’s learning this week. The children have played circle 
time games talking out their family, things they are good at and other things they find more 
challenging.  Each classroom has also set up a doctor’s surgery in their role play area. They 
have also completed surveys looking at different eye and hair colours. 
 
Skylarks theme for this week has been The Smartest Giant in Town. The children have loved 
reading the story and matching up the rhyming words. We have been focusing on measuring 
and all of the children enjoyed putting their heights on our chart and measuring objects 
around the nursery with unifix cubes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   

Peering through the window of the squash and squeeze house, identifying the letters of 
our names and using scales to investigate weight. It’s all been go in Bottom Robins! 



Bottom Robins have been looking at the story ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’ this week. They 
have been exploring space and measure by using the scales to weigh different animals, 
created a special house in the home corner; completed a large scale painting as a group and 
started to look at  rhyming words. 
 

This week Top Robins have been focusing on being kind to their friends and playing in small 
groups. We have spent time making baby turtles and jellyfish to go with on Rainbow Fish 
board. We have been exploring the maths resource Numicon which the children have 
enjoyed. They have been able to recognise the colours and have also been practising their 
numbers.  
 

This week, Fledglings 2 have made Pirate Jam boats, looked at numbers and counted fish.  

   

to draw lines and circles on the small logs and continuing to use our filling station with 
different messy play materials.  

News from Hazelwood 

 

Lost but not yet found 
Please could everyone in Monday’s Early Morning Swimming keep an eye out this weekend 
of Ethan’s swim bag. It went missing two weeks ago after a morning training session.  Ethan 
had taken it to the Dining Hall to enjoy his well-deserved breakfast. His kit, a pair of trunks, 
purple swim cap and towel – all named – were in a named Hazelwood drawstring bag.  If 
anyone has picked it up by mistake, please could it be returned. Many thanks. 
 
Well done to the school’s swimmers who took part in a highly competitive IAPS regional 
finals event on Friday morning.  Miss Lloyd was really pleased with the way everybody 
attacked the water and performed to the very best of their ability. It will be quite a while – 
maybe as long as Easter – before results are known. Fingers crossed some of the school’s 
very talented swimmers are invited to progress to the National Finals.  

Water bottles for sport  
In the name of health and hygiene, the Sports Department will not be providing team water 
bottles from the start of the summer term.  It is felt that having fellow team members drink 
from shared bottles, whilst adding to the sense of team camaraderie, is contributing to the 
spread of bugs and germs.  Instead, the Sports Department will expect all children to bring 
their own, named, water bottles to training and to fixtures.  They will be able to fill the bottles 
from the school’s water fountains and taps which are clearly marked with DRINKING 
WATER signs.   Pupils will also need to remember to bring them home after fixtures.  Pupils 
can begin bringing water bottles from today’s date. The summer term start date is given only 
to provide time for parents and pupils to prepare. 

 

The children have also 
threaded pasta to make 
treasure then taken part in a 
fun treasure hunt. Children 
in Fledglings 1 have 
thoroughly enjoyed outside 
play this week.  They have 
been exploring their garden; 
building sandcastles out of 
cloud dough; using chalks  



  
 

  
 

 
Miss Clayton’s latest 
Dowling Duck, 
courtesy of Delilah, 
has a certain patriotic 
look about it.  
Complete with British 
Values livery and 
diamante tiara, her 
royal highnest will 
certainly be happy if 
her prince turns into 
a frog so they can 

swim away together. 

  

 

Skipping club is going from strength to strength with children across the school loving 
the mid-morning chance to learn the Double Dutch (amongst other impressive moves).  
This week, the Year 8 pupil got tied in knots as they attempted the more basic 
manouevres! 



 
 



 
 
This week has been a busy one for our exam candidates with FREE AURAL SESSIONS for 
all exam candidates on Tuesday lunchtimes in the Baily Recital Room from 13.25 pm 
onwards.  It is really important that our pupils attend these sessions as this is the only 
support they will receive for this section of their exams. 
  
On Wednesday 24th of January we continued our Music Inspiration Series with two 
fabulous presentations from Mr Jonathan Tull on the Bagpipes to celebrate the Scottish 
Festival of Burns Night.  Mr Tull, a past parent, was also a boy piper between the ages of 13 
and 18, playing for the Queen and in the Edinburgh Military Tattoo, and he gave excellent 
child friendly presentations on the history, workings and music of the bagpipes to both Years 
3-8 and Years 1-2. 
  
Hazelwood did not know that: 
1) The bagpipes has 3 drones and a chanter which plays the tune 
2) The bagpipes learns tunes on the chanter before playing them on the bagpipe 
3) The bagpipe chanter has a double reed at the end like an oboe or bassoon 
4) The bagpipe chanter has the same number of notes as a recorder 
5) The bagpipes play in one mode or key 
6) The bagpipes were originally made from the body of a sheep with the four openings (legs) 
providing the openings for the drones and chanter - they are now made from Gortex with a 
velvet cover, solid silver and African hardwood - phew! 
 

  
 
Mr Tull then fired up the bagpipes and played Maoris Wedding and Scotland the Brave 
before dressing Jaden O N and Joe M in his kilt, Glengarry, sporran and Argyll jacket and 
showing us his very long tartan marching trousers, a feat he repeated for Chestnut with 
Sebastian and Jacob. 
  
Most magical moment was filming our Chestnut children at the moment the bagpipes began, 
absolute wonder on their faces, watching Year 3 sneakily tap their toes in time clapping 
along to the beat, and listening and reading the comments of staff and parents afterwards - 
real bagpipes, up close, really strike a chord in the soul and many spoke of feeling quite 
emotional.  A great inspiration all round! 

Music Department News 



 
Please note that the House Music Auditions take place in Class Music Lessons next 
week.  Everyone is welcome to earn a Music House Point for their house and no contribution 
is too small!   
  

Please ensure that our pupils bring their music and instrument in to school on Class Music 
days and that these instruments are stored in the Baily Art Room Instrument store to ease 
their transport to the lesson.  Most lessons will take place in the Bawtree Hall to give 
everyone a performance moment of which to be proud.   
  
Enthusiasm and working as a team to support your House is key; technical ability is a bonus! 
  
Good Luck Everyone!     Sara Young, Director of Music 

 

Good Vibrations! 
Today in Science in groups, the children planned presentations all about how sound travels 
and the vibrations that it makes! They all performed fabulously with enthusiasm and energy. 
If you see them ask about vibrations and how the louder the sound the  ... the vibrations!  
 

  

 

ESSA Swimming – Secondary Individuals Championships (Surrey Round) 2018  
On Saturday 20th January, Hannah R, Thomas H and Callum M (all in Year 7) competed in 
the prestigious ESSA Secondary Individuals Championships at the Guildford Spectrum Pool.  
All three swimmers were competing in the Junior category for Years 7 and 8.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  



Up first, Hannah swam a fantastic time of 1:19.30 for her Junior 100m backstroke event and 
achieved 7th place out of 25.  Quite an impressive result given she was up against older 
swimmers and the high standard of the competition!  Next up was Thomas, who was entered 
into the Junior 100m freestyle event.  He swam a great race and achieved a massive 
personal best time of 1:16.70, also coming in 11th out of 17.  Lastly, Callum, who looked 
strong in his Junior 100m breaststroke event.  He comfortably swam a big personal best time 
of 1:35.42 and came a very respectable 6th out of 13.  A huge well done to all of them, and 
also a special thanks goes to their parents for supporting them on poolside!  
 
Miss Lloyd, Head of Swimming  
 
Walking the plank with heads held high! 
Year 1 have cleverly combined their study of British Values with their half termly project on 
Ocean Explorers.  As well as creating some ingenious piratical alter egos, disguises and 
passports which allow them access to adventure on the High Seas, they have been creating 
their own Union Jack flags to fly high on the masts of their sailing boats.  IL even went as far 
as to vote for their favourite pirate, calling on the principles of democracy which they had 
talked about in class. Needless to say, the pirate offering everyone an equal share of the 
treasure and free swimming lessons won the vote.  No pieces of eight changed hands in the 
casting of the vote! 
 

    
 

 

 

  

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

              

  

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted this week on the parent portal.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 

Chapel Choir – Dates 
Years 7 & 8 – Examination timetable/Examination Instructions 
Years 1-4 – Half-term Football Course 
Years 1-8 – Request for Guest Speakers 
Years 1-8 – House Music Competition 
 
PLEASE NOTE: from next week, the Parent Information Portal (PIP) will be used to host 
school communication.  You will only receive messages that are relevant to your child or 
year group.  A separate letter will be coming out to you to explain this more fully.  Once 
events have passed for which the letter is relevant, these messages will be taken down to 
prevent a huge on-line backlog of unnecessary information. 

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 29 January 
All Week          Year 8 French and Spanish Orals (in lessons) 
1515                Netball: U10 A-D v Granville (H) 
 
Tuesday 30 January 
0900-1030       Year 4 Play Technical Run Through to Years 2, 3 and 5 
1630                Swimming: U8-11 v Oakhurst Grange (H) 
 
Wednesday 31 January 
0915                Year 4 Play Performance 
1430                Rugby: U13 A & B v Sevenoaks Prep (H) 

Rugby: U12 A & B v Sevenoaks Prep (A) 
Rugby: U11 A-C A & B v Sevenoaks Prep (A) 
Rugby: U10 A-C v Sevenoaks Prep (H) 
Netball: U13 C v Cumnor House (H) 
Netball: U11 A-D v Derwent Lodge (A) 
Netball: U10 A-D v Derwent Lodge (H) 

Netball: U13 A,B V Hawthorns (H) (Back to Back 2.15pm) 
1415  Netball: U13 C Triangular (H) with Cumnor House and Hawthorns  

 
Thursday 1 February 
All Morning      Oak (RSC) Trip to Pizza Express 
1025-1050       School Council Meeting 
All Day            Years 1, 2, 5 and 6 Dance Exams 
1430                Rugby: U9 A-D v Sevenoaks Prep (H) 

Rugby: U8 A-D v Sevenoaks Prep (A) 
Netball: U9 A-B v Hawthorns (A) 
Netball: U8 A-B v Micklefield (H) 
Netball: U8 C v Russell House (A) 

1800                Year 4 Play Performance 
 
 



Friday 2 February 
All Day            Years 3,4,7 and 8 Dance Exams 
 
Saturday 3 February 
1200                Rugby: U11 A Tournament at Solefield (A) 

Netball: U10 A-B Tournament at St. Teresa’s School (A) 
 
Sunday 4 February 
1000                Rugby: U9A, U10A, U11A, U12A, U13A 
1600                National Rugby Qualifiers at Hurstpierpoint College (A) 

Netball: U10 A-D v Derwent Lodge (H)   
 

 

These fabulous sock puppets are the work of the Year 1 children, 
providing a creative solution for all those odd socks lost in the 
wash! 



 
 



 
 



 


