
 
 
You were promised a Nutshell full of happy news, well here it is!  Whilst it was a strange and 
eerily silent end to the spring term with, understandably, other things on all our minds, the 
events and highlights of the final fortnight should rightfully be celebrated so that they, and 
the children behind them, don’t go unnoticed.  Too much was sacrificed as a result of 
restricted school life and enforced closure, for the pupils of Hazelwood, their grit and 
determination in the face of difficult and disappointing times, to go unrecognised.  This 
Nutshell will bring you news of those moments all of which will serve to remind anybody who 
may have already forgotten, how blessed we are to belong to a school community which 
cares, which challenges and which creates inspiration and opportunity for each and every 
one of our pupils.  I sincerely hope that, as a community, we will be back together again 
before the end of the summer term to more formally recognise the achievements, the efforts 
and the progress of our whole community through what is turning out to be a most 
momentous, challenging and unforgettable year. 
 

 

 

 

Well done to Ollie N 
who delivered the 
lead role in Henry the 
Tudor Dude with 
majesty and mastery. 
His level of regal 
performance was 
outstanding and was 
rarely off the stage 
during the full 90 
minutes of the Year 6 
play.  His 
magnificence was 
matched by the 
whole cast, every 
one of whom was 
superb. 

 

 

Our Remote Learning 
Programme started in 
earnest after three 
intense weeks of 
development.  Through 
the wonders of Google 
Meet and Google Hang 
Outs, staff and children 
have been able to 
engage and interact.  
There have been plenty 
of wonderful highlights 
with classmates and 
teachers being 
introduced to family pets 
and garden views before 
the learning begins!  

The whole school hangs out with Mrs Louw and Mr Shepherd in a special 

assembly…. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Governors hang-out….. 

Year 4 hang-out with Miss Parr….. 

Sammy hangs-out with Mrs Layton-Sharman 

“I was absolutely delighted to see what a wonderful experience my children had on their 
first day of remote learning in this new paradigm. 
It is quite clear that the effort to move to a new way of working has been nothing short of 
heroic. I can’t applaud and thank you enough.  
Well done to all the staff at Hazelwood!  I hope all staff feel very proud for what they have 
managed to achieve in such short order. No doubt there will be teething problems but I 
know you can overcome every single one.” 
 
 

 



 

2019-20 Scholarships (excluding CASE) 

Huge Congratulations go to our departing pupils who 
leave Hazelwood in the summer clutching a wealth of 
scholarships and awards from a wide range of top 
Independent Senior Schools.  With CASE (Academic) 
scholarships still to happen and Sevenoaks yet to 
declare, we are confident that this list will increase. 
 
 
Kayla C Caterham   Academic Schol  
Hope A Hurstpierpoint   Drama Schol  
Louis B Worth    Drama Award 
Louis B Worth   Music Schol 
Eve C  Bethany   Art Award  
Eve C  Bethany   Food Tech Award 
Lilian de B Caterham   Sports Schol  
Emelia H Woldingham   Performing Arts  
     Schol  
Holly L  Hurstpierpoint   Sports Schol 
Marthinus L  Ardingly   Music Schol 
Marthinus L Caterham   Music Schol 
Jessica L Caterham   Sports Schol 
Michelle M  Ardingly   Sports Schol  
Isla M   Caterham   Academic Schol 
Isabelle N  Ardingly   Art Schol 
Georgia P Ardingly   Leadership Schol  
Oscar R Trinity    Sport Schol 
James  S Ardingly   Drama Schol  
Connor W Lingfield College  Music Award 
 

 

Calling all dancers! Check out the Judith Essex School of Dancing on YouTube where you will find 
lots of content hosted by Miss Emma and Miss Becky which is suitable for dancers from Skylarks up 
to Year 8.  There are plans also for some classes on ‘zoom’.  Contact hazelwooddance@gmail.com 
to find out more.  Through Coronavirus, KEEP DANCING!   

mailto:hazelwooddance@gmail.com


 

 

 

Hats, crowns, tabards and wimples off to the resilient and talented Year 6 cast of Henry 
the Tudor Dude whose evening performances of their play, to family and friends, were 
cancelled due to the enforced social distancing guidelines. Instead they performed for 
their friends and siblings in other year groups.  The action was captured on film and is 
hosted within the Photo Gallery section of the school website for others who want to be 
amazed and impressed with a phenomenal ensemble performance in less than easy 
times.  

  
 



 

 

  

 

 
  

The Year 6 Play 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
and welcome to 
Roman Pollentine-
Hayes who arrived 
into this mixed-up 
world on March 12th 
weighing 7.5lbs.  All 
are doing well and 
Roman is safely 
home with a proud 
mum and dad and a 
whole wardrobe of 
Star Wars babygros!  
May the Force be 
with them all as his 
first days are sadly 
having to be spent 
away from family and 

friends.   

 

Percussion 
enthusiasts enjoy 
an hilarious moment 
with Mr Osborne 
during last week’s 
Samba Workshop.  
The pupils from 
across the school 
immersed 
themselves in the 
South American 
rhythmic vibe before 
staging a small 
internal lunchtime 
concert to enthuse 
and infuse others 
with their energetic 
beat!      

 

The pupils of 7C, not to 
mention Mrs Steel, were 
delighted when Daniel G 
surprised them with his 
home-baked chocolate 
brownies. Clearly Dan 
was practising his 
culinary skills ahead of 
lock down so that he and 
his family would never be 
far from a sweet treat to 
brighten their mood. 
Delicious!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He’s finally got a name! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Safety Week couldn’t have come at a better 
time with the focus on staff and pupil health and 
wellbeing.  Whilst some initiatives were modified to 
reduce over-crowding, many embraced the lunchtime 
walks, the wearing of neatly tied pink shoe laces and 
the Great W8 Bag Challenge with the Bag Police 
loving their early morning bag checks just a little too 
much!!  Most seemed to respond well to the call to 
reduce the numbers of items in school bags down to 
just 8.  The highest recorded was 18 (down from over 
25) with the lightest containing just ONE item!  Thanks 
to everyone who took part.  We remained healthy and 
happy as a result of your efforts and participation. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

The children of Robins have been having a creative and explorative couple of weeks 
ahead of the shutdown.  Fingers crossed many much-loved mums were delighted to 
wake up to beautifully hand-crafted cards on Mothers’ Day whilst the sunshine has 
allowed the children out into the gardens to look for and study mini beasts.  There was 
time in Robins for an Easter Egg Number Hunt and some wonderful butterfly painting 
and spider web weaving.  Everyone is hoping that we can welcome all our wonderful 
children back to the HNEY site very soon for more of the same fun and learning. 

 

 

 
 



Congratulations to everyone who took part in the Great W8 Bag Challenge.  Teachers 
reported a real buzz around the school as conversations were had about how many items 
were in each other’s bags.  At drop off, children were seen emptying unnecessary items into 
the foot wells of their cars to avoid embarrassment and arrest by the Bag Police. Everyone 
who had 8 items or less were entered into a draw to win one of ten branded Hazelwood 
water bottles. Our lucky winners were: 
 
James C, Dibbe E, Grace G, Holly H, Finn L, Oliver M, Evie M, Lillie N, Sadie T and Zac TS 
 
You should have been given your water bottles on the last day of term before shut down.  
Hope you are using them to maintain hydration levels during your dry garden swimming with 
Mrs Falconer and outdoor workouts with Mr F.  Well done to you all and thanks to the Y8 
Bag Police who did an arresting job!  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 Phoebe H made excellent use of a period of enforced lockdown by making this wonderful 

sculpture using off-cuts of wood found around the home.  It’s part of a larger up-cycling Y7 
art project from which the Nutshell hopes to glean more fabulous examples of the 

children’s creativity and inventiveness. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 & 4 swimmers take on Rowan and Hawthorns in a very exciting competition. 
On Thursday 5th March, sixteen girls from Hazelwood took on Rowan Prep and The 
Hawthorns in a swimming gala. There was a great team atmosphere on poolside and all of 
the girls swam their socks off providing some exciting and nail biting races. Ayesha, Bonnie, 
Esme and Imogen won their individual events and Scarlett, Holly, Elsie, and Lara came a 
close second in their event. Our Year 3A & B and Year 4B team came 2nd in their medley 
relays and the Year 3A and Year 4A team came 2nd in their freestyle relay. A special 
mention should go to Lara who stepped in last minute to compete. Rowan clinched victory 
with 80 points.  Well done to everyone that took part. 
 

Hazelwood Swimmers come close against St. Michael’s 
Last week, thirty-six pupils travelled to St. Michael’s for an exciting gala. St. Michael’s have a 
25m pool that is shallow in both ends, so there is no diving.  Super streamlining at the start 
of races was key! The children adapted to this well and all tried really hard in their races. 
Children competed in their age group with A & B competitors racing against each other. 
Most races were really close with the highlight being the squadron at the end where both 
schools were neck and neck to the finish line!  The Year 3s were very strong winning all of 
their relays and lots of individual events as well. The Year 4s had some super close races 
with highlight swims coming from Ayesha, Oliver and Zach.  In the upper age groups, 
Lilian, Jessica, Rosie, Maurice, Freddie, Florine, Harry, George and Oliver had some great 
victory swims. Annabel, Matthew, Hessie & Jacob came a close second.  Final scores were 
257 to St. Michael’s and 230 to Hazelwood. Well done to everyone that took part.  
          Mrs Falconer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Before remote hang-outs began, Mrs Louw continued to hang-out with Y2 in person in 
her study.  She enjoyed answering their questions and watching as they 
enthusiastically (and politely) tucked into some delicious cupcakes.  There are some 
experiences that you simply can’t replace with Google Meets!  

  

 

 

Well done to the super 
spellers of 5D who 
averaged a top score 
of 9.8 in their weekly 
spelling test.  Five of 
the class joined the test 
via Google Meet much 
to the excitement of 
their form mates.  
There was no virtual 
conferring. Test 
conditions were 
followed at all times! 



  

We just wanted to say the most enormous “THANK YOU!!“ to you all, and 
the whole Hazelwood staff, for everything you’ve been doing over the last 
few weeks to keep things as normal as possible for the children. 
 
Your communications have been excellent, striking exactly the right 
balance between practicality and support. 
 
The home learning this week has been nothing short of brilliant. Our boys 
have enjoyed it enormously and have been able to navigate it all with ease. 
(I’m not sure we parents would have done as good a job though!) We’d all 
like to keep it going throughout the holiday to be honest! 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to every single member of 
staff at Hazelwood for supporting the children so brilliantly, despite 
the worrying and ever-changing Coronavirus situation. You have 
provided a haven of structure and consistency for my child and 
every other pupil at Hazelwood.  We have also appreciated the 
incredibly calm, measured and reassuring communication over the 
past few weeks.  Please do pass on our gratitude and best wishes 
to everyone. 
 

I want to say how 
incredibly lucky 
we feel as a 
family that our 
children are 
Hazelwood 
children at this 
time. 
 

I just wanted to thank you and your team 
of amazing teachers for what has been a 
brilliant 48 hours of virtual learning. The 
teachers and the children have taken it all 
in their stride. The classes have been 
brilliant both academically and socially. 
They also offer some normality and 
continuity of life before Coronavirus and 
some welcome escapism from the 
scariest of times for us all.  
 
Friends from other schools have not even 
come close in terms of their satisfaction 
(in primary and prep schools). Your 
commitment to learning and to the 
children is second to none! 
 
My daughter says she wishes we could 
continue through the holidays - wow - that 
is testament to you all. 
 

I wish to convey my thanks and respect for the balanced and well-considered approach you, 
and the board of governors, have so very clearly taken, during these most challenging times. 
 
Your actions are entirely appropriate, and indeed, one could say exceed most reasonable 
parents’ expectations. Stewardship of Hazelwood’s financial position through this period is of 
course critical. As indeed, is the maintenance and progression of the curriculum. To do both, 
and maintain the community and spirit of the school, is a daunting proposition. All who have 
responded so well, are to be commended. 
 

We are incredibly 
grateful for how you and 
the rest of the teaching 
staff have kept school 
running over the last few 
weeks. My daughter is 
taking it all in her stride 
and I’m sure that is a 
result of how well your 
team has managed the 
situation - thank you. 
 

You are amazing 
people in Hazelwood in 
every way possible.  
Have a great day  
 

Can I just say that I 
think you’ve been 
doing a fantastic job 
in what are quite 
obviously very difficult 
circumstances. 
Wishing all the 
Hazelwood family 
(staff and all the 
teams) good health in 
the trying times 
ahead.  
. 
 

I’ve sat through 
presentations for 
years about how 
Hazelwood prepares 
children for jobs we 
don’t even know will 
exist. Who would 
have known that 
with the foresight of 
the school around 
technology it would 
aid the children to 
be educated from 
home for what might 
be a long time.  
Thank you so much 
for everything. You 
are all amazing. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How to grow your beetroots 
Grow your beetroots either in the ground or in pots. 
To grow in pots (ideal for round varieties, not long cylindrical ones), choose containers that 
are 20cm (8in) in diameter and at least 20cm (8in) deep. 
Fill loosely with multi-purpose compost leaving the compost just shy of the top. 
Tap the pot gently to settle, and firm with your fingertips aiming to leave a 4cm (1.5in) gap 
between the surface of the compost and the top of the pot. 
Sow seeds thinly across the surface and cover with 2cm (0.75in) of compost. 
Water and thin out seedlings when they're about 2cm (0.75in) tall, leaving 12cm (5in) gaps 
between them. 
 
 

 
 

  

Spuds we like! 
Year 1 enjoyed their afternoon of potato planting with Mrs Bilbrough as part of their science 
curriculum.  They got the seed potatoes into their warm and dark compost beds just before 
lockdown.  It will be up to the key worker children to keep them watered through the coming days 
and weeks so the children can return to a crop of healthy and tasty potatoes! 

The Great Big Purple Beetroot Challenge 

 
 

Mrs Bilbrough has thrown down the virtual gardening 
growing gauntlet.  This year we are turning our attentions to 
beetroots, the unsung hero of the summer salad, winter 
casserole and super-charged smoothie.  Packs of seeds 
have been sent home in the hope that over the coming 
months of lockdown, there will be time-a-plenty to venture 
out into the garden and to nurture the seeds into fully 
fledged beetroot plants ready for inspection. 
 
Mrs Bilbrough is NOT looking for the tallest leaves nor the 
biggest fruit.  The winners will be the pupils who grow the 
ROUNDEST beetroot.  Photographic evidence will be 
required with signed parental testimonial that the beetroot 
was grown on home soil.  Closing date for receipt of all 
evidence is Monday 22nd June so best get growing!  



Aftercare 
This is really easy. Remove weeds and keep seedlings well-watered, especially during dry 
periods as this will stunt the growth of plants 
 
Results in by Monday 22th June 2020.  
You will be required to submit a photo of you and making your measurement. (Tape 
measure round or string and evidence of string being measured.) 
Photos with name, year group and measurement in cm to be emailed to 
bilbroughc@hazelwoodschool.com   
 
Enjoy growing and watch out for those slugs!    Mrs Bilbrough 
 

  
 

      

 

 
Congratulations to the many pupils of Hazelwood 
School who completed the Mad March Hare Run at 
Woldingham School in aid of Meningitis UK.  There 
was a good number lining up on the start line all of 
whom finished the race looking fresh and 
determined.  A special well done to Mrs Nixon who 

we believe came in 3rd in the Adult Ladies’ Race!  

mailto:bilbroughc@hazelwoodschool.com


  

You don’t have to crA-Zy to work here 
but in time of Coronavirus, it helps!!  
 

The A-Z of Hazelwood at its alphabest in 
a crisis. Thank you for pulling together as 
a tightly knit community over these past 
few weeks.   

 

“Our son has loved his remote schooling this week. He was so well prepared by his teachers I 
have had absolutely no involvement! We set up his new desk in his room with chargers, pen pot 
etc. and he was delighted. Every morning he has got himself up, dressed, breakfasted and sat 
down to log on and been happily engaged all day. It’s been wonderful to see and hear. 
 
I walked in on his maths lesson to hear what was going on and saw a glimpse of one of his 
friends in his full uniform!! True dedication.  Made me smile!  
 
Thank you to all the teachers for preparing them so well I can imagine it’s taken some thinking 
and hard work to get them there.”  
 

 



Notice Board 

 

Something to think about for later when social distancing is no longer a requirement.  A fun 
and engaging way to keep fit and learn a new skill.   


