
 
 
 
A huge WELCOME BACK to all our staff, pupils and parents with a particularly warm greeting 
extended to our new families and those moving up into Oak Reception from Skylarks and from 
Oak into Year 1.  Lots of new things to take in, routines to learn and friends to make.  I am 
confident that together, we will steer and support each other through the very many daunting 
aspects which a new academic year brings.  Plenty has been going on during the summer 
holidays across both sites from which I am sure the children will derive much benefit and 
enjoyment over the coming days and months.  Whilst the outdoor learning area on the Early 
Years Site is yet to be completed (our efforts to do so during the holidays were thwarted by 
the late delivery of the fencing), the work done to date already promises much excitement and 
fruitful pond dipping. The frogs, newts and waterboatmen don’t know what’s about to hit them 
(quite literally!)  On the main site, our efforts were focused on the creation of our Innovations 
Hub.  I am delighted to say that this was finished on time, ahead of two days of staff training 
which took place in and around The BOX before the start of term.  Thinking, inside The BOX, 
must always be outside of the box….. 
 

 

Our Year 4 Music Lesson 
this week, inside The BOX, 
was “outstanding, extra 
ordinary, spectacular, 
amazing, technological, 
phenomenal, out of the 

box”  



The BOX is filled with the very latest technology including VR goggles, an interactive table and 
projector, Google Jamboards, robotics, I-Books (for Graphic Design) and a LEGO 
Construction Wall.  There is adaptable light and sound to create different learning 
environments and writeable surfaces on doors, windows and tables. All the furniture has been 
sourced from Germany to be mobile, height adjustable and ergonomic to different learning 
styles and capacities to sit still.  It is an amazing space and one for which we are grateful to a 
parental donation and the HPA for making happen.  All that have seen it have been blown 
away.  All that have seen it in action have been doubly blown away. All that have actually 
worked and interacted with it and with each other within it, have been blown away to the power 
of three.  We are confident that it will add further, and unparalleled, dimensions to the children’s 
learning, preparing them to be expansive, courageous and inventive in their thinking and their 
confidence. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing it with our parents and will be extending an open invitation 
to visit the room after drop off and other times to suit) over the next few days. In the meantime, 
I hope your children will return home buzzing about their experiences within The BOX. They 
should be nothing less than FANTAZMAGORICAL!  
 

 
 
Elsewhere, our warmest and most impressed congratulations go to Alex M (Year 8 2017-18) 
for receiving a 100% perfect score in the first of his A Level Maths Modules.  Alex, if you 
remember, achieved an A* in his GCSE at the end of his Year 6.  It was only right and proper 
that he should follow up such an outstanding achievement with something more noteworthy 
as his Hazelwood days drew to a close.  He, his family and all at Hazelwood are rightly proud.  
Alex has started his Y9 studies at Caterham School, clutching a well-deserved Academic 
Scholarship.  Well done Alex. 
 
Our focus on GRIT continues across the year groups at Hazelwood.  An important 
characteristic in both education and in life, this term’s interpretation of the word is detailed 
below.  Please talk about it with your children and ask them what they have done each day at 
school to reflect the mantra.   
 

G  -  REETING EACH NEW DAY WITH A SMILE 
R  -  ISING TO EVERY CHALLENGE 
I  -  NTREPID INVESTIGATORS 
T  -  HINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

 
And finally, we have been working on a Vision Document which pulls together the strands of 
my Prize Giving Speech from the summer and the thinking developed by the Governors 
following a Strategy Day last year.  I am mindful that not all parents at the school and nursery 
were present at the Prize Giving in the summer, and it is important that we share in, and are 
aware of, the future ambitions of the school.  The document is with the printers currently and 
will be made available to all parents next week through a school-and-nursery-wide bag drop. 



I hope you find it interesting and exciting and look forward to hearing your feedback.  Equally, 
the Happiness Survey for the Nursery site is also nearing completion and will be distributed to 
our HNEY parents as soon as it is available.  
 

 
 
   

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Circus is coming to Hazelwood… and the theme of Circus has inspired some amazing, 
early TED submissions.  3D installations seem to have been particularly prevalent.  Casper and 
Lucy B’s creations (one finished, the other work in progress) are shown below as a ‘taster’ to the 
Main Event which will follow in late September after the extended deadline!   

 

 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been wonderful to see the children settling into their new rooms, playing with their friends 
and making the site come alive with sound of laughter and play! Whilst a shorter week, the 
rooms have been action packed. See below for a full round up of the activities from across the 
site. 

This week in Fledglings 1, we have been settling the children in by having lots of cuddles and 
time with our key children. The children have enjoyed exploring the new lay out of the room 
and the toys. We have spent time exploring the sensory bottles, soft play and the climbing 
frame. All the children have been absolutely amazing this week! 

The children have had a very good first week in Fledglings 2. They have enjoyed exploring 
different coloured water, filling and empting tubes and different sized containers. We have 
made marks using paints and explored the soft play equipment in the hall. The children loved 
using brushes to uncover the different colours and shapes in the flour. 
 
This week in Lower Robins we have been looking at painting pictures of ourselves and have 
enjoyed enjoying music and P.E sessions in the hall. The children have worked collaboratively 
to make train tracks and collage pictures using colourful shapes. 
 
The first week of a new term in Top Robins has seen the children settling in really well into 
their new environment. They are already showing their preferences and interests by the 
selection of the resources they are making, learning the routine and boundaries of their room 
and bonding with their new keyworker. We have explored the sand, played imaginatively with 
dinosaurs, completed puzzles and painted at the easel. We thoroughly enjoyed our first Music 
session with Mrs. Fryer. 
 
The children have settled into the routine of Skylarks well. This week they have been focused 
on an ‘All About Me’ theme and have been learning lots of things about each other and their 
teachers. They have made self-portraits using a range of materials and enjoyed exploring in 
our outside space. The children have shown a real interest in our role play area, the train track, 
and using the computers - all areas we will continuing to incorporate into our learning over the 
coming weeks. 
 
Oak have enjoyed exploring their new surroundings, particularly the outdoor decking area 
where role play and water play have been a real hit! It has been wonderful to see the children 
making new friends and getting used to the routine.  

  

 The beginnings of the newly reclaimed and developed Wildlife Area on the HNEY site.  The 
safety mesh has built in safety hatches for pond dipping access to the teaming waters 
below. 



  

  

  

   

The BOX 



News from Hazelwood 
 

  
 

 
 
A warm Hazelwood welcome to all our new pupils and their families, captured here on 
camera within moments of them arriving at school on Wednesday morning.  We hope they will 
enjoy making friends and be happy on their new adventures.  This year, as well as welcoming 
families from local schools, we have also greeted pupils from the United States, Switzerland, 
Spain and South Africa.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"I liked going swimming at this school" 
"It’s nice to have you at our school" 
"Thank you for inviting me to your school. I love it"       

A Day 2 conversation with a new pupil! 

 

Welcome too to all our new staff members 



 
“I just want to say thank you. My child came back from school saying ‘it was the best day of 
my life’ and they couldn’t stop talking about all the nice things they experienced during the 
day... 
It’s such a joy to see them so happy... 
I knew Hazelwood was a special place but now I have the proof. 
Thank you for making this school so amazing.” 
 

 

IAPS Netball Match Play 
Mrs Lowe will be running netball match play on Monday lunchtimes 1.30-2pm for the whole of 
the Autumn term.  If you would like the chance to be selected please come to the trials on 
Monday 10th September 1.30-2pm in the Sports Hall.  For further details, please see the 
poster included later in this week’s Nutshell. 
 
Car Park Teething Troubles  
Thank you for your patience as the car park too settles into the start of a new academic year.  
A copy of the Car Park Etiquette and Policy is included in the Parents’ Handbook which is 
hosted within the Parents’ Section of the website.  Please remember not to arrive too early in 
the afternoon for pick-up as the car park can become prematurely congested as we wait for 
the children to make their ways out to the central area. The knock-on effect of this congestion 
is that the returning mini buses from Edenbridge Leisure Centre, bringing the children back 
from hockey training and matches, cannot enter the car park.  This ultimately means further 
delays and congestion as the very children parents are waiting for, are stuck behind them 
somewhere in the queue.  Many thanks for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
 
Circus - Helpers needed please 
The HPA is calling for volunteers for the circus event!  If you can spare any time at all whether 
it be before, during or after, all help is welcome.  We have a variety of roles that we need help 
with including serving food, selling drinks, sweets, helping with the door, set up, clear up, etc.... 
We are also asking if first aiders who are coming could let us know. 
 
If you are coming on the day and can help you will not in any way miss the show!!   
 
Please contact Hebba Vercoe on hvercoe@outlook.com . 
 
Thanking you all in advance. 
 
Hebba and the HPA 

Congratulations to Mrs Kidson who is expecting her first baby in the spring.  Kelly has 
worked at the Nursery and at Hazelwood Fun Club.  She is currently the Teaching Assistant 
in Mrs Taylor’s Oak Reception Class. She has, therefore bags of experience which we are 
sure will be put to great use when the little one arrives!  Baby news excitement is also running 
high in the household of Laura Colbron, Senior Practitioner in Fledglings 1.  Our warmest 
congratulations to Laura, one of the Nursery’s longest standing members of staff. 
 
Pupils at Hazelwood have an eye on the prize of new sight 
Staff and pupils at Hazelwood School have uniquely collaborated to create a larger than life 
work of art on behalf of the world famous Moorfields Eye Hospital.  Mrs Tulett, Head of Art at 
the school was approached by Dr Mariya Moosajee with an invitation to celebrate both the 
hospital in its ground-breaking research and the 70th birthday of the NHS.  
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Dr Moosajee, a Consultant Ophthalmologist at Moorfields Eye Hospital and Great Ormond 
Street Hospital for Children, also heads a pioneering research group at UCL Institute of 
Ophthalmology.  She and her team are able to grow a retina from a small piece of patient's 
skin. This is a new form of stem cell technology which has opened up a whole new world of 
research and treatments for patients including the restoration of sight for those who have 
become visually impaired through age-related degeneration.   Results from such operations 
have seen patients’ abilities to read go from no words to between 60 and 80 words a minute.  
It was because of such medical impact, that Moorfields was chosen by the Science Museum 
in London to be part of its special exhibition celebrating medical breakthroughs from each year 
since the NHS’ conception.  Moorfields was proud to represent the year of 2018. 

“Our exhibition was designed to inform the public about how doctors are studying the use of 
stem cell technology to grow early eyes from a patient’s own skin in order to study their disease 
and develop new treatments,” explained Dr Moosajee.  

The giant eye installation, conceived by Mrs Tulett and Dr Moosajee and created from 
recyclable materials, captures the essence of this technology. It was worked on by the staff 
and pupils of Hazelwood School as the summer term drew to a close and represents a team 
effort on the grandest of scales.  It is a thing of beauty and of education and scientific 
significance.  It was unveiled on the 25th July 2018 at the Science Museum as part of the 
Medical Marvels exhibition.  Over 4,000 guests were present at a special night time event, 
each gaining a further insight and understanding into the science and medicine behind this, 
and other, pioneering research.  
 
The eye was on hand two weeks later, again at the Science Museum, to help Dr Moosajee 
explain to families with children with special educational needs or disabilities attending a 
special overnight event (SENsory Astronights), just how the eye works, what happens when 
problems arise and what this may mean for the people who experience such situations.   Her 
‘Eye Scape’ Exhibition is something she feels very passionately about: 

“We are working really hard to discover, diagnose, manage and treat rarer eye conditions, 
especially those that are found at birth and can cause a lifetime of incurable blindness. Being 
able to talk to children and their families about our goals is what makes it all worthwhile.” 

 



 

   
 

 
 

 

The eye is now at Moorfields Eye Hospital and will be on 
display for the next month. The Hospital has over 600,000 
outpatient visits per year and over 100,000 Eye Casualty 
visits annually.  There is no other location in the UK that will 
expose the tactile eye to more individuals with sight loss 
and allow them to interact and appreciate the art! 
 
Hazelwood School embraced the opportunity to fuse the 
artistic and scientific components of its curriculum. The fact 
that the giant installation will be seen by so many people at 
so many prestigious London venues is an unrivalled 
opportunity which only added to the excitement.  The 
school’s thanks go to Dr Moosajee for inviting the school to 
take part and to Mrs Tulett for creating such an amazing 
work of art. 

 

Achoooooo! In line with NHS guidance, Flu Vaccine Forms have been sent out to 
parents of children in Years 1-5. You are asked to return the forms as soon as possible 
so that plans can be put in place to deliver the vaccine.  Further information will follow 
from the School’s Matron. 



 
 
Children from the summer’s Fun Club came face to face with a giant hedgehog when they 
visited the British Wildlife Centre over the holidays. The Fun Club also had to fend off the 
seagulls of Camber Sands on their day trip to the seaside.  The Science and Pottery 
Workshops proved to be big hits but the award for Best Activity of the Summer went, hands-
down, to the giant inflatable obstacle course which filled the Bawtree Hall for the final week of 
the summer.  Dates for October half term and the build up to Christmas appear on the website.  
Early booking for both is advisable as spaces will be limited.   
 
Footballers get a taste of International Competition 
The second week of the summer holidays saw pupils from Hazelwood School, who were 
selected for the Prep Schools’ Lions, the Regional Representative Football Teams, head to 
Gothenburg to compete at the Gothia World Youth Cup. 

The Prep Schools’ teams, which involve players from ten years old upwards, were selected 
following some competitive trials last November. 
 
With around 1,800 teams from around 85 countries the Gothia World Youth Cup is the world’s 
biggest youth event and is larger than the Commonwealth Games. 
 
56,000 people, including many parents, family and supporters of the players, were in the 
famous Ullevi Stadium as the players’ paraded in behind the St George’s flag during the 
Opening Ceremony. A moment the boys will remember for the rest of their lives. 
 
The football itself was fast and furious against teams which in many cases are professional 
academies and feeders for some of Europe’s top senior sides.  The standard was very high 
but our teams performed well under some excellent coaching.  
Players at the Gothia World Youth Cup are categorised in calendar years and Hazelwood 
School were represented by boys as follows:  



1. Joseph McC played in the Under 14’s category playing against teams from Sweden 
and Guatemala coming third in a very close group of 4 and then were eliminated from 
the plate by a Swedish team who went onto the semi-finals.  

 
2. Austin T and Max E both played in the Under 13’s category. Following a very tough 

group, they excelled in the playoffs and got through to the quarter-finals where they 
narrowly lost 2-nil.  

 
3. Jack J and Alex D both played in the Under 12’s category and won their group by 

winning all 3 matches. In the cup competition, they won their first game and narrowly 
lost in the second round which was a great achievement.  

For the children who were lucky enough to be selected this really was an experience to 
remember.  It’s not often that you have the chance to pit yourself against some of the best 
young players in the world and they will all undoubtedly return to England better for the 
experience.  The boys are amongst the crowds following the English flag into the stadium. 
 

  
 

Congratulations to James M (Year 8 2017-18) who competed at the European Junior Golf 
Tour Finals at Silvermere in Surrey. James won both competitions against tough international 
opposition reflecting the focus and dedication that he puts into his training. We wish James all 
the best as he starts his Y9 at Reigate Grammar School. 
 

   



     
 

   
 
Inside Google HQ  
A group of teachers travelled up to Google’s Offices in London over the summer as part of our 
role as Google Jamboard Ambassador.  They went as part of our training agreement with the 
innovation giant to hear all about the capability of the Jamboard. The school has installed three 
within The BOX.  Whilst there, the team picked up some other ideas about how best to develop 
the work space to support individual welfare and well-being.  The sleep pods prove particular 
popular at Google with its employees having their best and most innovative ideas after a quick 
nap!  It took some time for the teachers to wake Mr Lloyd after his mid-morning forty winks! 
 
 

News from the Hazelwood Library 
With the new term starting can I please remind all parents and pupils that books borrowed 
over the holiday period need to be bought back in to the library along with any Summer 
Reading Challenge Forms, postcards and photos of pupils reading in strange places. 
 
I’d also like to highlight an event happening on the 29th September in Sevenoaks,  
The Sevenoaks Young Readers Festival Day.  Hazelwood have sponsored one of the 
sessions on the day which involves three fantastic authors Emma Carroll (Secrets of a Sun 
King, Hilary McKay (The Skylark Wars) and Katherine Woodfine (Perils in Paris).  They will 
be talking about how they used historical knowledge to inspire their writing and this will be 
recorded live on Children’s Books Radio Show.  All authors will also be signing books at the 

 



event. 
 
Other sessions include Cressida Cowell of How to train a Dragon series  
with her new book and  Axel Schaffer illustrator  of the Gruffalo as well as lots of other 
activities such as storytelling, Illustrations, craft, music and more. 
 
Tickets are reasonably priced and more information can be found at Sevlitfest.com 
 

Mrs Wisniewski 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrating Judo Success 
On 21 July 2018 four students of the after school judo club took part in their first competition, 
which was held at Biggin Hill Judo Club.  Zac and Sebastian TS, Sierk E and Joseph O’C all 
bravely stepped forward to represent the school. Other attendees included students of Biggin 
Hill Judo Club and the four school satellite clubs run by Sensei Bob Marshall. 

  



The team fought well. Sierk and Sebastian were in the same group and gained a silver and 
bronze respectively. The winner of their group was a more experienced judoka, who the week 
previously had taken part in the Kent Internationals. 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
Welcome to Sam Walker who has joined Hazelwood’s Music Department 
Sam is a professional saxophonist/pianist based in Surrey, with many years of experience 
playing different genres of music: jazz, blues, soul and classical. He has performed at various 
jazz/blues clubs in Europe, including the famous Ronnie Scotts Jazz Club and doing live 
broadcasts for the BBC.  
 
He is an experienced musical educator with a large student base ranging from top private 
schools to music colleges and private students and has been teaching professionally for the 
last seventeen years, taking students through their musical grades. 

 

Music Department News 

 
Zac took gold in his group and Joseph, 
who had the most fights took bronze. 
All four of the students were a credit to 
themselves, the school and the judo 
club. There are two more competitions 
coming up in October and December 
so hopefully Hazelwood will continue to 
be well represented and bring home 
the medals. 
 



Throughout his teaching career he has been driven to help his students achieve their very 
best. He strongly believes that music has the power to change lives - to enhance the social, 
cultural and spiritual lives of people. His overall philosophy of teaching is simple – “I hope to 
make the students that I interact with somehow richer from their experience with me. 

HPA 

 
HPA Meeting – Tuesday 11th September – 8.15pm 
The Hazelwood Parents’ Association (HPA) has its first meeting of the school year on Tuesday 
11th September at 8.15pm (directly after the Lower School Information Evening) in the 
Hazelwood Room (leading off the School Dining Room).  
  
We have a team of parents supported by school staff who organise events but we are always 
looking for more people to help!  If you would like to come on board - or just to find out more - 
please do come along on Tuesday. 
  
The HPA is a longstanding and energetic part of the school community. With a number of 
varied events throughout the year it helps raise several thousand pounds annually to support 
the school by providing additional facilities for the benefit of all the children from the Nursery 
and Early Years Foundation Stage through to Year 8.  Most recently, these have included:  
 

 A new concert and practice piano 

 Playground and outdoor learning equipment at the Nursery and Early Years, Chestnut 
and Hazelwood 

 Gazebo for sports and other school events 

 New curtains and blinds for the Paterson Hall at the Nursery and Early Years site 

 Virtual Reality Headsets and Interactive Table for The BOX 
 
We have lots of events happening this term for both the parents and the children so the HPA 
is a great way to meet other parents and become more involved in doing something worthwhile 
for the children whilst having fun.  Even if you feel that you cannot commit to being on the 
committee, please do get in touch with any offer of help or ideas for events; any volunteer can 
become involved according to the time which they wish to give.  Please come along on 
Tuesday evening or contact the Chair, Sasha Johnston, sasha@mitchellstephenson.com. 
  
This is your HPA so please do come forward to be involved! 
 

HPA Quiz Night 
The annual HPA Quiz Night is being held on Thursday 20th September (7.30pm for 8pm-
prompt start).  It's always really good fun and a good way to bond with everyone at the start 
of term/ meet new people.  Teams are traditionally in Year groups - but do not have to 
be.  Teams can also come in fancy dress and/or have a theme for their table (again this is 
optional but there is a prize for [and the pride of!] best decorated/themed table).  Any questions 
ask your Year Reps or Lizzie Stephenson. 
 
Attached is the registration form and a quiz night poster.  Please could those interested fill out 
one form per team and either send to lizziestep@gmail.com (with ALL the info listed on the 
attached registration sheet) or by hard copy into the school office FAO Lizzie Stephenson 
asap: Quiz night comes up very quickly after the start of term: just 2 weeks away now!  Get 
those teams in!   
 

mailto:sasha@mitchellstephenson.com
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If you're looking to go but don't have a team, please contact the Reps and they'll sort you out 
and get you on a team. 
 
Hope to see you all there!   HPA 
 
Circus Tickets - Waiting List and Returns 
Thank you to all those people who have bought tickets for the circus.  The event is now sold 
out and there is a waiting list for any returns.  If you do find that you have any tickets to return, 
please contact Rachel Nixon on mail@rachelnixon.co.uk as she is operating a waiting list and 
may be able to re-sell these. 
 
 

 

http://rachelnixon.co.uk/


 



 

The school, and HPA, are delighted to share news of an innovative event developed in 

partnership with Limpsfield Golf Club.  The Tee to Tea event on Monday 17th September is 

designed to be a fun introduction to the game of golf.  Limpsfield Golf Club are keen to see 



more mums playing golf and so have designed a special event which they hope will fit into 

busy home and work schedules. 

The event will be led by Roger Williams, the golf Pro at the Club. It will begin at 12 noon and 

will include tuition, competitions and a few holes of golf for those up for the challenge.  At the 

end of the afternoon, tea will be served in the Clubhouse to finish in time for pick-up.   

Numbers on the event, and on the course, are limited to ensure that the experience and the 

coaching are both worthwhile. Places will be awarded on a first come, first served basis.  If 

you are interested in attending, or in finding out more about golf at Limpsfield, please contact 

Pete Masters on 07900 215614.  Please mention you are with Hazelwood HPA when you ring. 

The Club is making a donation to the school Community Fund for each place booked. 

We are grateful to Limpsfield Golf Club for their support and hope the event will be a hole in 

one!  Other events are planned for later in the year. 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 
Welcome to Stephen Russell as Hazelwood’s new Head Chef.  Stephen joins Holroyd Howe 
from Zebedee, a provider of nutritious and delicious meals for nurseries across Surrey. 
Stephen was an Executive Chef before taking a break over the summer to spend time with his 
growing family.  Stephen lives nearby and is looking forward to the opportunities that working 
within the school’s Catering Team will provide him to further his passion for great tasting food!  

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Sports Department 

Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday morning. 
If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the 
assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school.  Thank 
you. 
 
Welcome to the new staff in the Sports Department 
 

Sarah Langham (Assistant Tutor): 
I have played hockey for over a decade for both Oxted Hockey Club and the University of 
Bath, representing Surrey JDC during this time where have been assigned the role of captain 
and vice-captain at different stages. This coming year I have been appointed head coach for 
the girls under 14s side at Oxted Hockey Club. I have also played cricket for Oxted and 
Limpsfield Cricket Club and for the past two years, I have scored for the boys under 13s side. 
I have partaken in other sports such as rounders, tennis and swimming when I was younger, 
but now tend to just play hockey. Outside of sport, I act in shows and plays at the Barn Theatre 
in Oxted. 
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I’m very excited to start working at Hazelwood School to experience teaching as it is my 
aspiration to become a teacher. I am also excited to experience all the opportunities and 
facilities that Hazelwood School has to offer.  
 

Laura Johnstone (Assistant Tutor): 
Most of my interests lie within sport. I have been an avid sportswoman for as long as I can 
remember, playing a range of sports; netball, rugby, football, athletics, cricket, swimming and 
hockey.  My main sport I now focus on is hockey. I have played since I was 13 for Oxted 
hockey club ladies 1st team. As well as Oxted I have played for several years at county level 
(Surrey) and have even represented the South of England before competing in U18 England 
trials.   
 

I have coached a range of sports in the last couple of years as my course at university focused 
largely on coaching and sports science. Hockey is the main sport I have coached Oxted 
hockey club at Sunday Junior training and at schools before I went to University. As well as 
hockey I have coached soccer in America at kid’s summer camps with ages ranging from 6-
14 consisting of 6 hours of soccer a day! 
  

I have wanted to be a teacher for a very long time and am very excited to finally begin my 
journey starting at Hazelwood! I’m looking forward to meeting all the staff and learning how to 
overcome challenges you may face as a teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Oli Raishbrook (Assistant Tutor): 
On leaving Hazelwood I attended Lingfield College as a pupil where I was awarded a sports 
scholarship. During my time there I played first team cricket, rugby, football and hockey and 
was a Surrey hockey trialist. I am also a black belt in Kickboxing and played in the county-
wining Lingfield College Badminton Squad. During the 2017/18 season I was named Oxted & 
District FC men’s 3rd team player of the year. I am also a Kayak Polo Premier League winner 
(Tandridge Canoe and Kayak Club) three seasons running. As a Coach I have worked with 
Raw Skills Football Club assisting with the U11s. I also worked at Lingfield College coaching 
football skills to year 8 pupils. I have also volunteered at Lingfield Junior School helping with 
after school golf club for 5-9 year olds. I am a fully qualified kayak water polo referee and 
recently became a qualified NPLQ lifeguard.   
I am excited about the start of the new premiership season as a season ticket-holding Crystal 
Palace supporter, and to start playing football again in the next couple of weeks.  As a former 
pupil I am really enthusiastic about joining Hazelwood as part of the teaching staff to see life 
from the other side.  My hobbies outside organised sport include kayaking, skiing, music and 
travelling. 
 

Paul Greenwood (Sports Coach): 

 

 
 

Mr Raishbrook Miss Johnstone Mr Greenwood  



I have always had a passion for sport and whilst attending senior school - Seaford College in 
Petworth, played in the first team for all the main sports at the time – rugby, hockey and cricket, 
the latter two as Captain in my last year.  Two of my major sporting highlights whilst at Seaford 
were winning the Sussex Cup (rugby) and the first ever, National Schools Indoor Hockey 
Tournament.  
 

At Club level, I played hockey for Beckenham and England U21s, which gave me the 
opportunity to travel overseas for a number of fixtures and tournaments, an amazing personal 
experience.   I also played cricket for Limpsfield (now Oxted & Limpsfield) who at that time, 
were in the Surrey Championship Division 1.  
 

A few years down the line, I now play hockey for Oxted Hockey Club in the Vets side and 
cricket for Oxted & Limpsfield Cricket Club.  I also enjoy a game of tennis and, very 
occasionally, a round of golf. I am a Level 2 Qualified Cricket and Swimming coach. 
 

Whilst my four children were growing up (all of whom attended Hazelwood), I coached football, 
hockey and cricket at the various clubs they represented.  Now that they are older, I am able 
to devote more of my time to coaching for Surrey Cricket Club at their Development Centres 
and Coaching Days at the Oval. I also teach swimming on Thursday and Saturday mornings.  
 

I still enjoy both watching and playing sport and get an amazing buzz out of using my 
experience to teach young people all the components of team and individual performance, 
something I hope to continue for many years.  
 

When not coaching, playing or watching sport, I continue to work on my property maintenance 
business.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst completing my PGCE I worked as a games coach, managing rugby, football and cricket 
teams. I am very much looking forward to coaching and managing teams again. 
 

Jodie Luff (Games Coach) 
I have loved playing and watching sport for as long as I can remember. From a young age I 
was encouraged by my parents and teachers to participate in a number of different sporting 
activities and was fortunate enough to compete at county level in both Swimming and 
Trampolining. I currently play Netball at Regional level for Roundwood Netball Club, playing 
in the London SE league. Having recently completed my Level 2 Netball Coaching award, I 
have also taken on a lead coaching role for our new junior section ‘Little R’s. I also enjoy going 
to the gym, running and generally keeping fit, active and healthy. In the past I have been 

 

 

Rob Moses (Year 4 
teacher and Games) 
I played football, rugby 
and cricket through 
school and university. I 
still play football and 
tennis and have 
become a keen runner 
completing a marathon 
and a number of half 
marathons. Outside of 
sport I help run a 
smallholding and grow 
my own fruit and veg.   
 

Mrs Luff Mr Moses 



fortunate to do a fair amount of travelling and had the privilege of being invited to Bermuda to 
spend a week coaching Netball to a group of young students. The purpose of the trip was to 
raise the profile of Netball in Bermuda and encourage the local girls to participate in team 
activities. The trip was a huge success and is an experience I will never forget. I wanted to 
become a PE teacher from a very early age and I am still extremely passionate about what I 
do. I really enjoy discovering new and innovative ideas from both playing and teaching, and I 
am very much looking forward to sharing these with the pupils at Hazelwood. I am very excited 
about becoming part of the Hazelwood team and I am looking forward to being able a coach 
a variety of sports and play a part in the school’s future achievements and successes in sport. 
 

Outside of my sporting interests, I love to spend time with my family and socialising with 
friends. I have two young daughters who look to be inheriting their mothers love for sport and 
being active, and so I spend lots of time on the weekends taking them to clubs and getting 
them out in the fresh air!  
 
Annie Keen (Maths teacher and Games) 
I have played netball my whole life throughout school, college etc. and as an adult in the 
Crawley league. I attended a netball umpiring course back in 2012. I have organised and took 
part in a 12hr netball match for charity. I enjoy running and have completed the Great South 
Run and the Reigate Half Marathon. I have also completed the London to Brighton Bike Ride. 
 

Recently I have taken an interest in golf and am looking to improve my game in the near future 
starting with some professional lessons! I also ran the after school netball and rounder's club 
last year at Hazelwood. I am looking forward to get to work with the pupils outside of the 
classroom and see how they work as a team! 
 

Outside of sport I enjoy reading and travelling-I have been to over 40 countries my favourite 
being New Zealand! 
 

 

  
  
 
            

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 

Thank you to all the girls who came to pre-season 
hockey. It was a great way to get back into playing 
hockey. Matching stick and trainers are optional for the 
season ahead!! Thank you to the staff that helped out. 
 

 

Deadline Reminder for the Year 7 & 8 Sports Camp Please can those parents 
who have yet to respond, provide their confirmation of interest for the boys’ and 
girls’ Football Camp in half term to Mr Reay by Wednesday 12th September.  
Interest levels so far are encouraging and the camp looks likely to go ahead. 



PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  
 

Year 8   Information Evening  
Years 1-5  Lower School Information Evening  
Y3   Ancient Greece Curriculum Day  
Year 1   Swimming and Bring a Toy  
 

REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Games Kit Information:  Year 2 – football boots not required.  Years 3-8 – girls will require 
football boots after Christmas.  There is a new water and wind proof games top (suitable for 
rugby), which can also be worn for training sessions by both boys and girls.  This is available 
from November and will appear on the Schoolblazer website in due course.  Further details 
will be shared shortly. 

TED Summer Project “The Circus” – as already advised, a reminder that the date for 
completion has been extended to Friday, 21st September. 

CUPS/AWARDS PRESENTED AT PRIZE GIVING/FINAL ASSEMBLY LAST TERM – 
please return to Mrs Greenwood by Friday, 14th September any cups you would like to be 
engraved.  Engraving is 55p per letter/numeral and will be added to your next end of term 
account. 

HECA  
Upper School Parents - If you have any HECA Folders at home (Hazelwood Extra Curricular 
Award/pink folder) and your child has decided not to complete the project, they would be 
gratefully received back by Mrs Greenwood for recycling.  Thank you. 

Key Events for Next Week 

Nutshell key events week 2 
Changes to the publicised calendar are shown in red. 
 
Saturday 8 September 
1000-1300 Football: 1st XI Bede’s Tournament AWAY 
 
Monday 10 September 
All Clubs Start 
Music Groups Start 
1330-1430 Netball: U10-U13 IAPS Squad Trials (H) 
1900  Oak Curriculum Evening 
 
Tuesday 11 September 
1900  Lower School Information Evening 
 
Wednesday 12 September  
All Day Year 3 ‘Ancient Greek Experience’ Curriculum Day 
1430 Football: Colts B and C v St Michael’s (A) 
1430 Football: 2nd XI, Colts D, E (2 teams) and F (2 teams) v St Michael’s (H) 
1430 Football: 3rd XI and 4th XI v Handcross Park (A) 
1430 Hockey: U13 A and C v Holmewood House (A) 
1510 Hockey: U13 B and D v Holmewood House (A) 
1510 Hockey: U11 A and B v Holmewood House at Edenbridge (H) 
1430 Hockey: U11 C and D v Russell House at Edenbridge (H) 
1430 Hockey: U10 A and B v Sevenoaks Prep (A) 

Cookery Club   Information from 
Mrs Bradshaw 

Year 6/Boys  Tonbridge School 
Registration 

1M    Info from Mrs T 
 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


 
Thursday 13 September  
1430  Football: U9 A-D v Solefield and Sevenoaks Prep (H)  
Format to be decided nearer the time. Some teams will play a triangular whilst others will 
play against one of the visiting schools. 
1900  Fledglings, Robins and Skylarks Curriculum Evening 
 
Friday 14 September  
1900  Year 7 Camp Out 
 
Saturday 15 September  
0900  Year 7 Camp Out Pick-Up 
1000  Football: U11 A and B St Michael’s Tournament (A) 
1330  The Circus visits School 
 
Monday 17 September 
Inter house cross country - parents are welcome to attend 
Years 7 and 8: 2.15pm 
Years 3 and 4: 3pm 
Years 5 and 6: 3.45pm 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

First time welcomes to Mrs 
Sweeting (TA Chestnut), Miss 
Kavanagh  and Miss Clarke 
(Y3 teachers). A welcome 
back to Mrs Fryer (Early 
Years Music) and Mr Tappin 
Jr (Music and Games 
Assistant Tutor).  We’re 
happy to have you on the 
team. 



 



 

 
 



 
 

 


