And we are off! A new term, a new academic year and an updated Return to School
Protocol and Risk Assessment in place to minimise the risks to the staff and pupil
communities whilst at school. Again, I have been amazed and humbled by the way in which
most have embraced the new way of doing things; keeping their distance, washing and
sanitising their hands and staying with their class or year group bubbles. I am delighted too
with the way in which everyone has returned to school, eager to learn. Focus and
concentration levels have been high inside the classrooms. Looking at faces seeing friends
for the first time in quite a while has been the perfect, and natural, tonic to repel the stress
and feelings of anxiety which pervaded the weeks leading up to reopening. Now we are in
the midst of it, some of this has disappeared of its own accord (as you see the protocols
working effectively to deliver Government guidelines and expectations). Other remnants of it
have been beaten into submission by the sound of happy and cheerful children at work and
at play. It’s wonderful to have the sunshine (everything feels so much better when the
weather is kind) so that playtime and sports lessons can be outside without fear of getting
wet, cold and muddy! I hope that the warming temperatures is nature’s way of lending her
support to, and vote of confidence in, the quest we have begun.
But, we must be mindful that we have only just set off on this next leg of our COVID journey
together. I sense there is a long way to go before we can look back on what we achieved
with pride, thanks and most possibly exhaustion! We need to remain vigilant and respectful
of the protocols in place. We also need to do our best to help ourselves and our children by
keeping them fit and well; by making sure they eat well, that they hydrate sufficiently and that
they get a good night’s sleep. Already this week, on only day 7 of a 90 day term, we have
children arriving in the car park exhausted after a late night. So many are going to bed at
times which would be respectable for a grown up. As they all get back into their new routine,
and readjust to life at school after, for some, so many months away at home, please may I
ask you to bring bedtimes forward and ensure enough time is allowed in the morning for
everyone to enjoy and benefit from a good, hearty breakfast. Thank you.

I would also ask you to respect and observe the School’s stance on children (and staff) who
feel unwell. There have been some questions asked about the School’s position on this and
requests made to reiterate here in The Nutshell. Whilst I appreciate that we are at the
beginning of the winter ailment season, can I please remind you of our approach. If a child
becomes unwell whilst at school and they are experiencing or displaying any of the
symptoms listed for Covid-19, (and this could only be one of the many), they are required to
be isolated at school and collected immediately. Parents should then arrange a test for
Covid-19 and the pupil is required to self-isolate at home in line with current Government
guidance whilst awaiting test results. Please be aware that if the child has siblings at school,
they will also be required to be collected at the same time and self-isolate in line with current
Government guidance. In order to keep our School Community as safe as possible, can I
please ask that all parents co-operate with us and follow Government guidance and the
School Protocols in place, without question. Thank you.
On a brighter note, we welcomed our new pupils to Hazelwood last week. All have settled in
well and I am looking forward to getting to know them as the term unfolds. Our families
relocating from Hong Kong and Dubai are still unable to make the move and we hope that
they too will soon arrive to join our happy and hard-working community. We also welcomed
some new members of staff whose enthusiasm, insight and expertise will I am sure be of
benefit to the children over the coming weeks and months. You are all most welcome to
Hazelwood. Thank you for your patience, understanding and flexibility as our normal
welcome and induction programmes have not been entirely possible due to COVID 19.

Welcome to our new
starters from Year 1
through to Year 7. All
have settled well at the
start of their Hazelwood
adventure!

Mrs Radford
Year 5 Teacher

Mrs Nash
Year 4 Teacher

Mr Raishbrook
Assistant Tutor

Mr Towner Assistant Tutor

Mr Floyd Estates Manager

Mr Burnett Assistant Tutor

Mr Amaro Maintenance Mgr
Manager

The School aslo welcomed Mrs Kingsley to its houesekeeping team and Mr Devlin as our
new peripatetic music teacher for woodwind including saxophone. I know they too are keen
to make their mark and do their best for Hazelwood School.
And finally I want to thank the pupils of Year 8 who took part in our first ever virtual Hustings
for the positions of Head Boy and Girl. Everything ran the same as any other year with an
early morning call for candidates, giving them a few hours only, snatched between lessons,
to prepare their manifestoes ahead of an early afternoon broadcast. At 2pm on Thursday
afternooon, the site fell silent as all children from Years 3-8 tuned in via ZOOM to hear their
pledges and their promises. At time of going to press, The Nutshell had not been informed
of the results suffice to say, it is confident that between the staff and the voting pupils, the
right two individuals will be chosen to represent, lead and cajole the school through this most
intriguing of years. Let’s see what they, and we, make of it!
Welcome to Imogen Keen-Ward already showing her allegiance to Hazelwood!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
It has been a wonderful start to the new year at HNEY, the children are settling brilliantly into
their new routines. A huge thank you to all the room staff for making the environments so
friendly and inviting! Thanks also to parents for working within the new protocols for drop off
and pick up. It is lovely to see you all in a morning with such happy children, I just hope the
good weather continues for a little while longer and that I will not be needing the woolly hat
and gloves anytime soon!

Fledglings 1 are focusing on settling the babies into their new environment. Considering they
have spent a large proportion of their short lives in lockdown, they are settling in very well.
We have even managed to do a painting activity and a walk to the park.
Fledglings 2 have had an amazing
week settling into the room with
lots of fun activities! Animal Bop
has been our topic this week, the
children have enjoyed our range of
animal songs (the hungry crocodile
was the favourite!), and they have
spent lots of time exploring the
garden too! We have used animal
stencils to print paint onto pictures
and the arctic animals came to visit
the garden with their ‘ice’ home.

This week the children in Lower Robins have been getting to know their environment and
exploring the different activities on offer. They have loved exploring the grass and tennis
courts, using the tricycles, balls and running around on the grass. Robins have also been
making self-portraits using a variety of resources and experimenting with making different
shapes and structures using the variety of construction toys. Robins have loved their first
music session with Mrs Fryer.
The first full week back in Upper Robins saw children settling back into their new routines,
familiarising themselves with new staff and rekindling friendships. Set against the backdrop
of our introductory topic on Autumn, all children had the confidence to participate in adult-led
activities, select the resources that interest them most and express their likes and
preferences. We worked collaboratively to paint the tree for our display and then made

individual hedgehogs, using forks and scissors to achieve a realistic 'spikey' effect. The
children showed good focus and listening skills as they created laminated leaf pictures,
selecting their favourite leaves and some were even able to comment on the colour, size and
texture of the naturally found objects they used to make their beautiful collages.
Skylark’s first full week back has been action packed and exploration filled! The children
have been fantastic at getting used to their new routines, and everybody was literally
shaking (their eggs) with excitement at Mrs Fryer’s music lesson! With birthdays a-plenty,
and the opening of our outdoor climbing equipment, the team are thrilled with how well
everyone has settled in!

Oak enjoyed completing some number work in the nature area today. They had to find
animal cards hidden amongst the bull-rushes and plants and then copy the number picture
on the back of the card.

News from Hazelwood

Today I am Grateful for…. By 6S
Mrs Steel: being able to be back in the classroom and
getting to know my new form group.
Honoria: a new
lovely friendly
community I have
just joined.
Leonid: for all the
NHS staff working
hard.

Bea: having teachers keen to teach us.
Evan: the lunch staff cooking us food.
Abigail: being safe.
Charles: having friends to fall back on.

Esther: sleeping in
a nice bed after
school.
Ruben: being able
to return to school.
Emma: being with
my friends again
and making new
ones.

Freddie: having real contact with my friends again.
James: being back in school.
Victoria: having a classroom and all the things that we need for
our learning.
Isaac: our education.
Aaron: being able to see my friends in person and talk to them.
Bella: all the teachers coming to teach us in person.
Thomas: being able to have a warm meal.
Harrison: having and knowing people care about me.

Life at Hazelwood
School has been
buzzing this week
with
so
many
activities going on
inside and outside
of the classroom
as
staff
and
children tune in to
their
new
classmates
and
teachers. There’s
new routines to
learn and for some,
making
the
transition
to
a
different part of the
school, there’s a
change in the way
they learn. Year 6
are loving being
taught by specialist
teachers in all their
subjects. Here Mrs
Steele’s
group
share some of the
things, in these
dark and unsettled
times, that they
feel most thankful
for. Such reflection
is a focus for our
PSHE curriculum
and Form Time for
this term in order to
give the children
perspective
and
balance.

This week’s Nutshell is a pictorial celebration of things fast-tracking their way back to normal!

Mrs Clark models the branded
trollies whilst Mr Smith takes the
personal protective shield to an
impractical extreme with a screen
which is a little difficult to manouevre
on public transport!

Year 4 took
their
creative
writing and
role play
outside.
They
worked in
small groups
to map out
their ideas in
chalk before
acting them
out to each
other.

Year 1 show how to perfectly prepare for Registration
in a straight and socially distanced line. Having been
fully accounted for, they set about logging onto the
iPads for the very first time before mastering a coding
conundrum. Well done Year 1; a great first week!

The 2019-20 National IAPS
Netball Finals may have been
cancelled because of COVID,
causing great disappointment
to Hazelwood’s U13A Netball
Team.
But Mrs Hardgrave is not one
to miss an opportunity for a
commemorative
and
celebratory hoodie.
Eloise
and Grace look resplendent
in
the
freshly
arrived
sweatshirt ready to do battle
again this year to book their
place at the Finals in 2021.
Good luck team!

Hazelwood School Uniform Shop
Thanks to all parents for your patience whilst we try and adjust how we make uniform
available to you through the school shop in a COVID-safe way. Please take a look at the
following information:
1. Buying items from the shop
If you would like to buy anything from the shop, please complete this
form: http://bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. When we receive your request, we will then look for
your items as soon as possible (we are in the shop on Mondays and Wednesdays to collate
orders). If we have the items you have requested, we will bag them up and send you a
payment request via text that will come from SumUp. As soon as payment is made, we will
send the bag of items home with your child. If we don’t have the items you need, we will add
your request to a waiting list.
2. Donating items to the shop
For new parents, and those who haven’t donated to the shop before, we sell your items for
you and will pay you 70% of the sale price (30% goes to the HPA). To sell items, please
label each garment with a ticket from the form which appears below (up to condition - we
will add condition and price). When your item sells, we will pay your 70% in the form of a
credit on the next term’s school fees bill. If you would like to donate 100% to the HPA that’s
great - please just bag up your items and we will do the rest!
To donate items at the moment - please label your garments as usual, and place in a tied
bag, labelled ‘Hazelwood School Shop’ and hand to a member of staff at morning drop off.
These will then be taken to the shop for us.
Thank you as ever for your support, and we hope to continue to help keep your children fully
clothed in our lovely smart uniform!
Hazelwood School Shop

Year 2 have been keeping their distance even in music when responding to the
different rhythms and beats played by Mrs Haydock. Outside, newly made benches
are the perfect way to stay apart, by taking one end each!

In at the deep end: swimming with a difference!
Instead of swimming, the children this week were introduced to the activity of Orienteering.
Working in groups and following clues and simple directions, they had to navigate the site to
pick up materials with which to make a picture. Over the coming weeks the PE Department
will be introducing maps and compasses to test the mind as well as exhaust the body!

The School’s social media posts continued through the summer with the A to Z of
Summer Storytelling. Using excerpts from pieces written during Lockdown, the posts
received plenty of ‘likes’ and ‘shares’ even prompting a response from the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust, home of the Bard himself. Join hazelwoodschooloxted on facebook,
twitter and instagram.

Year 5 broke the ice with a two
truths and dream activity.
Truths ranged from I saw a kangaroo
cross the road, I have swum in shark
infested waters, I took part in Surrey cricket assessment, I've lived in four houses to I have
seen a birds nest with eggs in.
The children’s dreams and ambitions included: One day I will be a Broadway performer, I will
be a famous dancer, my dream is to hitchhike across the world playing football and one day I
would love to be in the royal ballet.

Drumming up interest!
We are delighted to announce that, fresh off the back of completing his Masters at the Royal
Academy of Music, Mr Tambini is able to offer us an additional day of teaching at
Hazelwood. With limited space, please get in touch with the Music Department if you are
interested!

Notice Board
Dear Parents
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Year 8 - Science Topic Letter
Year 7 - Flu Vaccine Letter
Year 7 - Hazelwood Scholarships - Letter, Information and Application form (closing date for
applications Friday, 18 September)
Year 6 - Senior School Choices Letter & Reply Form
Year 6 - Ardingly College Information (emailed)
Year 6 - Head Lice Check (emailed)
Years 3-8 - French & Spanish Magazine Subscriptions Letter & Application (closing date
Friday, 25 September)
Years 6-8 - TikTok Parent Letter and Fact Sheet
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry - 07901 377692 or Amanda - 07553181085
Return to School Protocol Phase 4 & Frequently Asked Questions
Please refer to these documents, published on 19 August and available on PIP, for any
current information regarding your child’s return to school. The current Risk Assessment
document is also available to view on the School website.
Years 6-8 Headphones
Pupils in Years 6-8 will need to bring their own headphones into school for use with their
devices in lessons. Thank you
Years 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Nikki Powell on
aa@hazelwoodschool.com. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home,
whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please
note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and handed to their
Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day. At the end
of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is leaving the
school site and the phone collected.
Off Games/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.

Absence Requests
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6 or the hard copy Absence Request form, which the
School Office can email to you upon request.
Term Time Absence
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
School Car Park
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best. A reminder that the maximum speed limit
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to
walk through the woods. We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and
onto the road. A reminder that when helping with pick up and drop off, due to Covid
restrictions, staff are currently unable to open car doors or assist pupils with their school
bags and any assistance will need to be given by parents, thank you.
Music Lessons
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution.

