
 
 
Welcome back and a Happy New Year to everyone!  I hope you are well rested, travelled, 
fed and watered ready for the term ahead.  It’s been lovely to receive news from over the 
holidays of what has been keeping you busy; postcards from the ski slopes of Europe, tales 
of TED projects completed with flair and imagination and reports of sporting triumphs with 
children ably representing club and county!   
 
It’s great too to see how well we have all hit the ground running. There has been so much 
already going on this week.  This afternoon feels like the end of the second or third week, 
not just the first five days. In such a short space of time, the pupils and staff of Year 3 have 
travelled back in time to the Stone Age, Year 2 boarded a Nile Cruiser to view Ancient Egypt 
from the pyramids, Year 5 stretched out their WW2 rations and Year 1 broke through the 
stratosphere as Superheroes in search of villains. Our young supermen and wonder women 
had a surprise encounter with Captain America which had them punching the skies –
KERPAW!  What was most impressive about all of this time and space travel (as well as the 
wonderful costumes and dress up) was the enthusiasm and focus with which the children 
embraced the range of imaginative activities that staff had planned for each of their 
Curriculum Days. I look forward to seeing how such energy will translate into a term of 
fervent and inspired learning.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Full reports and more pictures from each of the days will appear in next week’s Nutshell 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

Fingers crossed for the Award ceremony on the 19th March 2020 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been a fabulous first week back after the Christmas break, one that has been greeted 
with smiles and enthusiasm in all the rooms. The staff and children I know are very much 
looking forward to the busy Spring term that lies ahead. It has been wonderful to see the 
new children settle in so well support by their peers who have naturally engaged with them 
as if they have been in the rooms since the beginning of the year, a real testament to the 
welcoming and friendly atmosphere that HNEY provides. We are also delighted to welcome 
back, three days a week, Mrs Kidson into Oak Reception after her maternity leave. 
 
Please see below for individual room round ups and photographs. 

The children in Fledglings 1 had a lovely Christmas break and enjoyed coming back into the 
room this week. We have been exploring different media during our time within the messy 
play; the children enjoyed experimenting with foam and ice play. The children have also 
spent some time in the garden area where they have explored the sand pit, played with the 
different vehicles and shown their climbing skills by enthusiastically going up and down the 
slide.  
 

  
 
The children have all come back into Fledglings 2 very happily. They have enjoyed using 
cars with crayons attached to make marks on paper and have categorised different coloured 
cars into bowl and then counted them. The children have really loved using musical 
instruments when singing and playing circle games. They have explored lots of diggers and 
trucks in sand and mud and used different cars dipped in paint to make tracks on paper. 
 

  
 
 

 

Happy New Year from Fledglings II 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy New Year from Lower Robins!  It is fabulous to see that children in Lower Robins are 
well rested and ready for new learning adventures. Before the Christmas break lots of 
children were fascinated with superheroes, especially Supertato who comes 
to rescue vegetables from the Evil Peas! The children have been exploring his adventures 
through exploring different textures and tools such as mashers to mash the evil peas and 
tweezers to squeeze the evil peas. We also have been counting the Supertatoes, measuring 
and matching superheroes as well as making Supertato door.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 



Our extended topic in Upper Robins focused around winter prompted plenty of creative, 
numeracy and physical activities. The children worked collaboratively to collage a large 
penguin, using appropriately coloured media, and then made individual polar bear faces, 
carefully positioning pre-cut facial features in the correct places. The 'messy' tray contained 
rice, resembling snow, and the children began looking at volume as they experimented with 
a selection of varied utensils and containers. We painted with frozen ice and highlighted our 
growing understanding of matching quantity to number by counting out snowballs and 
marshmallows to correlate with the correct number on snowmen pictures and cups of hot 
chocolate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
cars, trucks and trains. We have spent lots of time enjoying the outside area, playing a traffic 
light game and jumping in the muddy puddles! 
 
 

 
   

 

Collaging the penguin …………Playing in the r’ice…………….Painting with ice!  

We have had a lovely first 
full week back in Skylarks 
this week! All the children 
have been very excited to 
tell us all about their fun 
Christmas holidays. Our 
topic this week has been 
'Transport'. The children 
have enjoyed learning 
about all the different types 
of transport and making a 
tally chart of how they get 
to school in the mornings. 
We have been practicing 
our writing skills and getting 
messy; painting, mark-
making and creating 
patterns using different  

 



  
 

 
 

Exploring polar areas was the stimulus for Oak’s learning this week.  The role-play areas 
have been transformed into polar base camps with the children venturing on expeditions to 
explore the wildlife. Using information books and google the children have discovered many 
types of penguins, Emperor penguins being one of their favourites!  Using a picture of an 
iceberg and polar animals the children have also enjoyed exploring the concepts of addition 
and subtraction.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt’s Moment of the Week 
My moment of the week came at the very beginning of the week during breakfast drop off in 
Fledglings 1 on Monday. Two weeks is a very long time to our youngest children and to see 
so many of them return to nursey after the Christmas break and settle back into the routine 
so well was fantastic to witness. They were all so brave and although there may have been a 
few brief tears, the staff did an excellent job of settling and allowing the children to remember 
why coming to nursery is so much fun!   Matt Weeks, Nursery Manager 
 

 

Important Information about access to the Nursery 
We are writing to make you aware of the forthcoming upgrades to our gas network in 
Silkham Road, Oxted. Our project involves the essential replacement of old metal gas mains 
with new plastic pipe to ensure we continue to provide a safe and reliable gas supply to the 
local area. Our contractor Medway Civils & Utilities will undertake this work on our behalf. 
 
In close consultation with Surrey County Council, we have agreed to complete this work in 
two phases with traffic management in place to ensure the safety of everyone around the 
site. 

 
 

 

 

  

We’re off on a polar 

expedition 

How tall is a Narwhal? 

We’re counting in polarithmetic; 

subtraction, addition and teen numbers! 



 

 Phase one: On 13 January 2020 until 21 March 2020 (6 weeks), we will be working 
in the footpath on Silkham Road. Traffic flow will be maintained throughout under 
priority working. 

 Phase two: We will need to implement a road closure at the junction of Silkham 
Road and Chichele Road in either February half-term or the Easter Holidays. This is 
to ensure the safety of everyone around the site as we will need to access the gas 
pipe in the road. Due to the closure, a diversion will be in place.  

 Please note, during the road closure, HGV vehicles will not be able to use the 
diversion route due to the low bridges around Silkham Road. Signs will be set out on 
the A25 explaining there will be no through route. 

 Pedestrian access to Silkham Road and Chichele Road will be maintained during the 
work. 

 
We will update you on the agreed start date for phase two once this has been confirmed.  
 
We understand that people can get frustrated by roadworks. However, the new plastic pipe 
has a minimum lifespan of 80 years. This means that when the work is complete, residents, 
schools and businesses will continue to enjoy the benefits of a safe and reliable gas supply 
for years to come. 
 
Thank you for your patience as this work is carried out. 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicole McNab, Stakeholder and Community Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burns Night - Saturday 25th January - buy your tickets now! 
Tickets are on sale for a traditional celebration of Burns Night here at Hazelwood.  Come 
and enjoy a welcome glass of prosecco followed by a 3 course supper.  A Highland piper will 
pipe in the haggis before you listen to entertaining speeches in honour of Burns and the 
haggis.  After dinner, there will be a ceilidh to a Scottish band with a caller (no previous 
dancing experience required!). Tickets are £45 via buytickets.at/hpa .  The password has 
been circulated by form reps.  There is a vegetarian option and you can pre-order wine or 
there will be a cash bar and whisky tasting during the evening.  Seating is at long tables so 
you don't need to make up a party - or be Scottish!  The event is back by popular demand 
after its success last year and tickets are limited so don't miss out!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the PLUS side  
We hope everyone has been enjoying driving up and down the repaired drive. It has taken 
a while to get the road owner to undertake the necessary repairs. However, we hope the 
now smooth ride has made the wait worthwhile.  Thanks to Village Developments for 
working over the Christmas holidays to give us a much-appreciated Welcome to the New 
Year!   

 

http://buytickets.at/hpa


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



News from Hazelwood 

 
Let it snow!  
Year 6 have been looking at varying their sentence openers and have been using SWEATY 
as an acronym to help guide them and here are some of their fabulous examples: 
 
S: Simile  W: When...  E: Embedded clause  A: Adverb 
T: Time opener Y: Yawning (verb) 
  
They are excitedly in anticipation of the white stuff arriving anytime soon... 
  
The Snowball: 
Like an icy, soft cricket ball, I rolled the soothing snow around in my hands.   
When I was younger, I used to lob snowballs at the snow-coated trees, as the snow fluttered 
and shimmied to the ground.   
Thinking about my snowball, on one unusually hot summer’s day, I recalled the joy I felt 
seeing the skies darken in readiness for snow fall.   
Angrily, I threw giant snowballs at my friends, with a rage like a wild animal. 
After eating lunch, I ran off to gather snow, and finally I found a huge ball of ice ready to be 
launched.  
Running, I made my way to the warrior-like snowball fight and grinned, as my eyes lit up. 
George A 
  
The Snowball: 
Once like an icy waterfall, the snowball now regained heat and slowly melted on my numb 
hands. 
When the snowball was melting, I tried to put it back together again, but alas it was in vain 
as it fell apart like a puzzle being dropped. 
Melting, turning into a ball of slush, the snowball slipped through my cold hands like melted 
butter. 
Meanwhile, as the snowball was being launched by my brother, victory appeared as it 
crumpled and disintegrated into watery snow. 
Alicia G 
  
The Snowball: 
As quick as a flash, the snowball flew at me like a dagger.  
When it crashed into my face, I felt little pins and needles stab my freezing, cold skin. 
Crashing to the floor, the snowball, that was falling to pieces, sluggishly melted.  
"Next year," I whispered to myself through gritted, frozen teeth, would my year to regain 
control of the snowball fight. 
Hellishly tired from the snowy activities, I dragged my ice-block feet into the living room by 
the roaring fire.  
Isla H 
  
Bad weather: 
Like a devil, the thunder came through the floor 
When I looked out of the window, I fainted at the devastation 
The weather, which was like a monster in the sky, was blowing and punching down thunder 
bolts 
Sluggishly, I was fighting a losing battle against the wind. 
Liam M 
  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

he chose to embark upon the adventure of a lifetime and open the door at the end of the 
tunnel.  What surprises await him?                                 Lynsey Leyton-Sharman 

 

 

 

 
New Year’s Resolutions 
Have you made a New Year’s Resolution? Not yet? Why not join the 22% of people in the 
UK who want to improve or change some aspect of their lives in the new upcoming year (or 
decade in this case!). You may like to eat more healthily, help around the house more or 
take up a new sport or activity. For example, did you know that January is Veganuary 
(Vegan January), where some people are trying veganism (not eating meat or anything from 
an animal) to help the environment, for health reasons or even just to try something new. 
Even a simple resolution is good, and it could be better than a complex one, because you 
are more likely to stick to it.  
 
I was in doubt about making my own New Year’s Resolution this year, but in the end I 
decided to make one and even create a second resolution to help me become a better 
guitarist. As I enjoy listening to heavy metal and was motivated by learning from the greatest 

 

 
Year 4 have been 
working on enhancing 
their empathy skills this 
week.  As part of their 
theatre study of James 
and the Giant Peach they 
have acted as James’ 
conscience, guiding him 
towards the right decision 
as he enters the 
peach.  James was 
overwhelmed by all of the 
advice he was offered 
from the conscience 
tunnel. Eventually, and 
with a bit of GRIT,   

Make it a calm and considered New Year….. 



guitarist (in my opinion), Slash, as well as my favorite band, Metallica to learn to play the 
song ‘Anastasia’ by Slash and ‘Nothing Else Matters’ by Metallica. They are old songs but I 
still like them!  
 

  
 
Why don’t you join me in making a New Year’s Resolution this year and improve your life in 
2020!          Matthew Imm, Y7 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!  CONGRATULATIONS!  CONGRATULATIONS!  CONGRATS! 
During the Christmas holidays Oscar R in Year 5 was selected to play for Surrey County 
Tennis.  The event was the inaugural Sadie Bristow Trophy; an inter county competition with 
teams of 4 boys and girls across 8 age groups.  Sadie was a very promising 9 and under 
Kent player who very sadly passed away after the County Cup in August following an 
extreme allergic reaction. 

  
 



Oscar played as the 1st seed in 9 and under boys tennis winning both his singles matches 
against the 1st and 2nd seed Kent boys and the doubles, with the 9 and under Surrey boys 
and girls teams winning overall, and Surrey going on to take home the trophy.  A fantastic 
day of team sport. 
 
Well done too to Ben P and Stanley who were worthy winners of The Biggin Hill Intra Club 
Judo Competition in December.  Both boys took part in two different competitions, 
determined by weight, and both won a silver and a bronze medal. More such competitions 
are planned so we look forward to hearing of more, and wider Judo success. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
grateful not to mention the school and the very many community customers who have been 
helped by her over the years. The shop, under her guidance, has gone from strength to 
strength. It now stocks the largest ever selection of uniform, ski and dress up garments ever!  
 

 

 

Oak find there’s bearly enough room… 
Mrs Sanger’s Oak Reception class were seeing 
how big some of the polar animals were 
yesterday. So inspired, Will H went home and 
made a life sized outline of a female polar bear.  
He brought it into school on Friday and 
discovered that the whole class could fit inside 
the polar bear.  Male bears are bigger so Mrs S 
may need to call upon Miss Wilson’s class to help 
if ever one came walking into the classroom! 
 
Thank you to Mrs Gildersleeve for all her work in 
the HPA School Shop. After many years of 
dedicated service she is handing on the reins to 
focus on her role as a TA in Chestnut.  The HPA 
Committee of Mrs Divito, Mrs Thomas, Mrs 
Syrett, Mrs Land, Mrs Young, Mrs Humphreys, 
Mrs Parsons and Mrs Georgiou are particularly 
 

2018-19 Lupercus is 
coming home!  
The 100 page 
pictorial round-up of 
last year at 
Hazelwood landed 
this morning and has 
been sent home; one 
to each family. We 
hope you enjoy 
looking through its 
many pages and 
reliving the very 
happy memories of a 
fantastic year.  Our 
Y8 leavers, who 
contributed massively 
to it, will receive their 
copy in the post. 



Year 3 tie the knot in the woods! 

Mr Kemp's class were very enthusiastic and excited for their first forest school lesson on 
Friday morning. We headed down to the forest, wellies on and ready to answer true and 
false questions about the Stone Age. The children had to discuss and deliberate different 
statements.  

Once down in the forest we thought about if we fell through a whole and went back in time 
15000 years ago. What would we do here? How would we survive? The children had 15 
minutes to go and explore, see what they could find, what ideas they could come up with. 
Gary and I then brought them all back together and we talked about the skills Stone Age 
people would need to have. The children were split into two groups, one looking at the skill 
of fire lighting, the others focusing on knot tying.  

Over the course of their forest school lessons the children will be developing these skills and 
continuing to use them in different activities. A fabulous start, well done 3KE!  
 

  

  
 
 

 
 

January 2020 
 
Dear Mrs Louw 
 
I hope that you might be interested in news of a former 
pupil from Hazelwood who left Tonbridge last summer. 
 

A good humoured, focused and thoughtful young man 
who put a great deal into his time here and, as a 
consequence, got a lot out of the experience.   
  

Senior School 

Star 



He was an enthusiastic member of the school’s climbing, hockey, rugby and ultimate frisbee 
clubs and he served in the Navy section of the Cadet Force.  He also participated to good 
effect in the annual House Design and General Knowledge competitions and starred in a 
House comedy production. 
 
He was, however, interested in the biological sciences more than anything else and, a keen 
member of the school’s conservation group; he was awarded the prize for Natural History at 
the end of his final year and having secured a fantastic set of GCSE and A Level grades 
(A*AA), he has gone on to read Biology at University. 
 
One could not hope to meet a more capable and well-balanced young man – a credit to both 
Hazelwood and to Tonbridge.      Tonbridge Housemaster 
 
 
 
Year 3 take a step in the right direction 

In the Year 3-6 PE lessons pupils have been taking part in Orienteering activities. Children 
have been learning about maps for navigating, looking at orientation, symbols and keys. 
Below are some picture of Year 4 in action with their funny face maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Making a splash for 
IAPS 

On Friday 3rd 
December squad 
swimmers from Year 
5-8 attended a training 
session at Moor House 
to prepare for the IAPS 
competition coming up 
in February. This was 
a great opportunity for 
swimmers to practice 
their skills in a 25m 
pool so they are ready 
for action for the event. 

 



News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

        

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

LETTERS  
Year 4 -Year 4 Play ‘Zoom!’  - Ticket Booking Information  

Year 2 - Horniman Museum Trip - consents (if needed) by Friday, 17th January, please  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Year 4 - Senior School Information Evening - if you would like to attend and have not yet 
replied, you can still do so by using the link provided in the letter.  

Year 1 - Leeds Castle Trip - please note that this is taking place on Tuesday, 3rd March and 
not Friday, 6th March as published in the School Calendar. 

Late Rooms Telephone Numbers 

The school office closes at 5pm, so please use the following numbers for the late rooms  
Years 1-2 - 07733 073057, Years 3-4 - 07827 687874, Years 5-8 - 07444 723032  

Term Time Absence  
As you know, we endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that 
parents may plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over 
weekend time. We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-
time unless it is absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are 
extenuating circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. 
Please be aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition 
process if they request it.   If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, 
please note that staff will not be able to provide catch up work.  Any requests you wish to 
submit should be made using the Absence Request form, which is available from the School 
Office.  Thank you for your co-operation.  

School Car Park  
Can we please remind parents to please be considerate and courteous towards other 
parents and drivers in the school car park.  Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but 
for all users of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience on these dark 
winter evenings, especially during busy periods when the weather may not be at its 
best.  Please remember that the car park is a strict 5mph limit at all times. 

 
 
 
 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL




 


