Tonight, the skies above Hazelwood School will be alight with colour and spectacle thanks to
the return of the HPA’s Fireworks Display. As always, we are promised plenty of sparkle,
whoosh and fizz at an event where everybody’s enjoyment is of paramount importance along
with their safety and welfare. A huge thank you to the team of organisers, led and cajoled by
Mrs Georgiou and Mrs Hindley who have re-booted this popular event and of course, to Mr
Brundle, chief pyrotechnician, who will be, alongside his team of experts, ensuring the
display does not disappoint. I am excited to hear the gasps of awe and wonder and to see
all faces turned skywards following the trajectory of each rocket. In honour of the occasion,
the front page of this week’s Nutshell is dedicated to the magic of fireworks, courtesy of Year
1 (and their artwork and acrostic poems) and Mr Brundle who offers his profound thoughts
on what makes a great firework display. Enjoy the evening but stay safe, keep your children
with you at all times and please follow all instructions given out by the marshals on duty.

Sparkly and shiny

Fireworks are huge

Pretty and beautiful

I love fireworks

As green as an apple

Red, sparkly and crackly

Red as a cherry

Everyone loves it

Kids watching fireworks

Whoosh!
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Orange and blue and green
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Rainbow colours

Kids love fireworks
Sparkly as gold
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Written by Stefanos

Written by Alice

What makes a great
fireworks display?

For me the whole night is about timing….
The timing of the team organising everything in the lead up to the big night.
The timing of the weather. In 2019 we had to delay the display due to strong winds. We
watch the forecast very closely in the lead up to the night.

display?
The timing of a global pandemic. In 2020, the display was cancelled, just a few days before,
due to the announcement of Lockdown 2.

The
timing
of
the
container ships. In 2021
there are global shipping
problems, causing huge
delays. Containers full of
fireworks aren’t going to
make it in time for the big
night.
The
timing
of
the
volunteers on the night
warming the mulled wine,
serving the food and
checking tickets etc.
The timing of the firework
lighting. We have a firing
sequence with a timing
sheets telling us when to
light.
The next day, you have
the
timing
of
the
volunteers turning up to
clear
up
the
old
fireworks.
Every year we hope
everything goes off in
time, and generally it
does. Thankfully.

A bootful of bangs and
whizzes.
The
Hazelwood
display
keeping well away from
a naked flame!

As soon as the last rocket has phizzed its way towards the Milky Way, the HPA will turn their
creative attentions to the Christmas Fair. Scheduled to share the festive joy on Saturday 4th
December, the Fair will have the usual mix of sideshows, stalls and Santa’s Grotto. There
will be much merriment and your chance, as always, to win some amazing prizes in the
fabulous raffle. This year we are hoping for a light dusting of snow around lunchtime as the
Fair will be taking place outdoors in the style of the European Christmas markets which draw
crowds of thousands each year. So put the date in your diary, wrap up warm and be ready to
be transported to a veritable Winter Wonderland!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
Another wonderful image from the Early Years which speaks
volumes for the fun and friendship which the children
experience each day. This time, it’s the turn of the Skylarks
children who are pictured here on the recent Jeans for Genes
Day. Happy faces and all for a very worthy cause! Not a
double denim faux pas in sight!

A brilliant first week back after the half term has seen the children enjoy a wide range of
activities both inside and outside the room. On Monday, the Oak children kicked off the new
term with hot chocolate and marshmallows around the fire pit. There were chocolatey smiles
for the whole day! Meanwhile, in Skylarks I had great fun with the intrepid shape detectives
who ventured into the garden with their shape finders in hand, searching for 2D shapes in
the outside environment. There was great collaboration when someone was struggling to
find a particular shape. Please see a full round up of each room below.

In Fledglings 1 the children have been enjoying our rainbow fish themed week,
making fish handprints which we will make into mobiles.
The messy play activities have been well received, lots of varied textures such as
spaghetti, sand, paint, pasta and coloured water play. We have also made play
dough containing coloured sequins.

Autumn has definitely arrived In Fledglings 2 with cold crispy fresh mornings and darker
evenings so this week the planning is autumn. We started off going on an autumn walk
where the children collected leaves. The children then used the leaves they had collected in
an activity where they would stick them onto a piece of paper and then count them. They
also explored a range of natural materials in the messy play, such as roses, leaves and
twigs. The children all enjoyed decorating a kite using different coloured shapes which we
then took down to the small playground to fly. They took part in a colour mixing activity on a
piece of plastic using autumn colours which they then printed onto a piece of paper.
Fledglings 2 have been practicing their filling and emptying skills through a range of messy
play and particularly enjoyed exploring the kinetic sand.

The Lower Robins’ room has been full of colour this week. The children have
demonstrated their excellent colour recognition alongside their ability to match and sort by
colour and even started to experiment by mixing primary colours, with their hands, to create
a new colour. Our ‘messy’ tray was full of vividly coloured rice, which the children
enthusiastically stirred, mixed, layered and transferred between containers, using their
ever improving fine motor skills. We introduced texture into our colour topic too, with some
children manipulating coloured sensory balloons to guess what was hidden inside.
Everyone spoke excitedly about Firework Night and we all discussed how to stay safe. Every
child created a beautiful exploding firework picture, with some children fashioning rockets
using the letters of their name too. To celebrate Diwali, Festival of Light, we read the story of
‘Rana and Sita’ aloud and carefully created textured Rangoli patterns as well.

This week in Upper Robins the children have been learning about Diwali and fireworks. The
children have especially loved experimenting with different colours when making their
firework pictures, they made large scale firework picture using different coloured paint, glitter
and cardboard rolls, then experiment mixing the colours together. They children have loved
making their own individual firework picture to take home with paint and using the iPad to
create a firework picture. While creating a picture on the iPad we also spoke about being
safe around fireworks. We have also experimented with flicking paint to make other colours.
The children have also loved emptying and filling containers with coloured rice, making
Rangoli pictures, and counting/sorting coloured pom-poms.

Skylarks have had lots of fun this week learning about Diwali, they have been listening to the
story of Diwali and making diva lamps out of playdough. In addition, we been doing their own
mehndi designs. We have been leaning about fire safety by seeing if we can use a hose pipe
to push a ball along the playground and talking about fire safety at carpet time. Skylarks
have had fun making bangtastic firework pictures by using different coloured glittered
paint, name rockets and also number rockets.

Oak started off their new topic 'Autumn and Winter' with a campfire on
the playground! We sang some Autumn campfire songs, went on an
Autumn nature hunt and collected different coloured leaves. Then, we
toasted some marshmallows and had hot chocolate! Yum!

Later in the week, the children made garlands out of the fallen around the outdoor
classroom. They worked together in classes, using small sticks as needles to thread the
leaves onto a long string. Now, the garlands look beautiful hanging around the decking area.
Today, with many of the children looking forward to the HPA fireworks, we turned our
attention to bonfire night. The children have created fireworks pictures on the computers,
and used cut up toilet rolls on black paper to make fireworks paintings. They have also had a
go at writing - recording the sounds they could hear to write a list of fireworks words.

News from Hazelwood

Thanks to the staff and children who made the October Fun Club such a success. As
you would expect, there was plenty of Halloween fun and games culminating in a costume
and face painting Spooktacular on the final Friday. Unfortunately, due to staff shortages,
there will be no festive Fun Club during the Christmas holidays. Fun Club will return for the
February Half Term. The Club will run from Monday 14th February until Friday 18th February
when there will definitely be Love in the Air!

Radio Station soon
to
go
live!
Hazelwood fm is set
to hit the airwaves in
the very near future.
The Studio is set up
and the staff trained
in what will be an
exciting project for
our Years 7 & 8.
They will be handed
the reins to the
microphones
and
broadcast equipment
with the brief to
inform and entertain.

DJ Dancy will oversee the Radio Station which is yet to be properly named. She is excited
to see how the pupils rise to the broadcast challenge and to hear the variety of materials that
the pupils will choose to include in their programmes. From interviews to opinions, from
creative writing to musical composition, all will have a place on Wolf fm!

Mrs Clark very much enjoyed the atmosphere conjured up in this piece of writing from
Uma (Y7). She wanted it to be shared within the pages of the Nutshell. Well done Uma. If
only there were kind strangers handing out umbrellas every time it rains. Sometimes the car
park drop-off crew could do with such consideration!

The Kind Stranger by Uma
While I was happily walking along Regent Street in London, the strangest thing happened to
me. I was just thinking about what I was going to do for my science project. It was a muggy
day and there was a slight drizzle. Slowly, the city pigeons started to fly away as the drizzle
turned into harsh rain. Buildings towered over me, but despite the weather I was still feeling
joy. When I skipped up to the main road, there were cars rushing past me. Two humongous
double decker buses also zoomed past. All of a sudden, the buildings started to become
more threatening. They were like giants trying to stomp on me. I felt an urge to scream, but I
held it in. Stress was taking the delight in my heart.
Just then, I glanced up and saw a strict looking man. He was wearing a shiny black suit with
a black bow tie, and black smooth shoes. His jet black hair was pressed back with glossy
gel, and on his head was a velvet top hat. His body was slim but as straight as a pencil. In
the man’s mouth he was smoking a cigarette, the faint smell of tobacco still lingered in the
air when he had dropped the cigarette on the ground and stepped on it.

As he saw me, he walked elegantly towards me and handed me the black umbrella he was
holding, and then he smiled the most warm and heart felt smile ever. I smiled back, and then
he calmly walked away. Although when I looked over my shoulder, he was gone.
Wow! What a way to finish off the hockey season; some amazing wins, a
few near misses and a couple of draws. All the girls have improved hugely
as the season has progressed, there has been sharp shooting from the
Year 3’s up to some super short corners from the senior girls.

Match tea is an exciting part of the fixture process and it was so amazing to have our last tea
of the season around the camp fire at the tipi.

Well done girls- a super hockey
season- who can’t wait to get the
netball season going? 🙋🏻♀️ Me!

Year 3 embark on a half term of
SPLENDIFEROUS ADVENTURES….
(accompanied by the friends and foes of Hogwarts)

To Mr and Mrs Radford, Rosie
and Clara on the safe and
happy arrival of Baby Amelia.
After a considered start to Mrs
R’s labour, Amelie Grace
decided she was in a bit of
hurry to see her sisters resulting
in a mad dash to the hospital.
The 7.4lbs bundle of joy was
welcomed to the world just after
17 minutes after mum and dad
arrived at the hospital. Born on
the 9tjh October in the early
hours of the morning, Amelie is
already smitten by her sisters
who adore her back!

"It was so exciting to hear Andy Griffiths talking and see his
writing room. He is very funny and interesting. He even answered
our question - what is your favourite ice cream flavour? (it's dirt
road flavour – which is a real thing apparently!)

Half Term Fun for Barkley the dog and his happy owner as the sun shone over and
through the magnificence of Durdle Door in Dorset. Elsewhere brothers J-T enjoyed
joining author Andy Griffiths as he talked about his Treehouse books. The ZOOM
workshop was organised through the Sevenoaks Book Shop.

Year 8 Scientists look for signs of life in collected rain water…..

Come and hear some live music Sat 20th Nov 6-7.15pm. Zoe Eborn (violin) & Susie
Asli (viola) are both professional musicians and will be performing a variety of
pieces in an informal, short concert. Children, including small ones, are warmly
welcome.
Especially pupils learning musical instruments. It's so important to hear live music
when we learn! All U18s are free.
Adult tickets are £14, which includes a glass of wine/soft drink.
Bookings via: Susie.asli@gmail.com

Congratulations to Alice L, Eva B, Joseph B and Oli M who completed their
SEALL diving qualification over the half term holidays. Having trained in the
Hazelwood pool, all are looking forward to their first trip overseas so that they
come face-to-face with some underwater marvels!

Advance Notice
Rockfield Road, between Wolfs Hill and Ice House Wood is being dug up from the 15th
November to allow for rationsalisation of the water system. We have been told that from
‘mid December until early January’ there will be a three-way traffic control at the junction
onto Wolfs Hill from Rockfield Road. We have petitioned the contractor to begin the control
on Thursday 16th December so as to avoid maximum pain for the school and neighbouring
communities. We hope that they are able to oblige. Many thanks for your patience and
forward planning during this upheaval! For further details, please contact
www.seswater.co.uk/Rockfieldroad

Year 2 get toasty around the firepit

Hot chocolate, a roaring fire and some ‘stick Guys’ made this week’s Outdoor Learning
session one to remember for Chestnut. The children learnt about the significance of the 5th
November as part of our British history, and, using materials from the forest, they made
stick men from resources that they scavenged. We thought about the different trees that the
sticks came from and how we could tell if they had recently fallen from the trees. Afterwards,
we enjoyed hot chocolate around the teepee and sang a song about remembering the 5th
November. Having learnt about fire safety and the ‘fire triangle’, some of the stick men were
tossed onto the fire to represent the failure of Guy Fawkes’ and his fellow conspirators’ plan.

News from Chestnut Eco-Council
The pupils in Chestnut have been busy working on all the fabulous eco ideas that have
been suggested so far this term. We now have posters up next to the taps, reminding us
to turn them off to save water. All classes in Chestnut now have a compost bin to collect
our fruit waste. Jan, the gardener, has created a wormery for Chestnut so that we can
use our fruit compost to feed the worms and create more compost for the garden.
Many thanks to our super Eco Reps in Chestnut
for all their hard work!

All classrooms in Chestnut now have clearly
labelled recycling bins, with pictures designed by
Year 1! The pupils have all worked together to
collect seeds from the Chestnut garden which we
hope to have available at the Christmas Fair on
4th December and we look forward to seeing you
there!
We have had some amazing entries for the
Chestnut Eco Council logo. Mr MacDougall, who
leads the Eco Council in the main school, has
kindly offered to choose the winning entry next
week and so, if Chestnut pupils still have a logo
to hand in, please could they do so by Monday
8th November.

Ahead of Children’s Book Week next week, the book worms of Hazelwood School settle into
a little light lunchtime reading in the library of all the new titles introduced by Mrs Wiz, the
School Librarian. More details to follow next week on hazelwoodschooloxted (instagram).

Musical dates for your diary….

Hurst Green Singers will be performing The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace by Karl
Jenkins on Saturday 13 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Bawtree Hall, Hazelwood
School.

Dr James Meaders will conduct a choir of 65 singers, soloist Laura Fowler and 14
professional instrumentalists including double string quartet and trumpets to regale with
fanfares and the solemnity of the Last Post. After a period of 18 months of not being able to
perform together, this promises to be a wonderful evening and we’d delighted if you could
join
us.
Tickets
are
£15
and
can
be
purchased
by
contacting hurstgreensingers@gmail.com or they can be bought on the door.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
SOCS Sports Fixtures
Please view via the Sports tab on the Hazelwood Website www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
(password required to view team sheets)
LETTERS
Years 1-8 - Parent Update Letter from the Head
Years 3-8 - Tonbridge Carol Service 2021 - please confirm collection arrangements by
Friday, 12 November
Year 8 Various - Prefect Breakfast Invitation & RSVP (emailed)
Year 7 - Barcelona Trip 2022 - consent & deposit payment deadline Friday, 19 November
Years 6 & 7 - Hazelwood Extra-Curricular Award Scheme (HECA)
Year 4 - India Day
REMINDERS/NOTICES
HPA FIREWORKS EVENT- FRIDAY 5 NOVEMBER
PLEASE NOTE THAT CLUBS WILL NOT BE RUNNING ON THIS DAY AND THAT TEA &
PREP AND CHESTNUT LATE ROOM COLLECTION WILL BE AT THE EARLIER TIME OF
5.30 PM.
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE/POPPIES
Every pupil is required to wear a traditional Poppy and their school blazer for our annual
Remembrance service next Thursday, 11 November. The Year 8 pupils will be selling
poppies during morning breaks tomorrow, and Monday/Tuesday of next week.

The suggested donation for a traditional poppy is £1. If pupils would like to purchase
additional items, we also have a small supply of Small Enamel Pin £2, Large Enamel 100
Years Pin £3, Reflective Poppy with clip £2, Zip Tag £1, Wristband £2, Snap ruler £2
Year 6 - Year 7 Experience Day - reply by Friday, 5 November
https://forms.gle/4WufD9GacankD2dP8
HPA DATES
Quiz Night - postponed to Thursday 27th January 2022
Christmas Fair - Saturday 4th December
Christmas Fair stall enquiries - please contact Emma Collings at
emmajoyce20@hotmail.com.
Summer Ball - Saturday 11th June 2022
Years 1-6 - Flu Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Wednesday, 1
December
Year 6 Residential Trip - balance payment of £298.50 due by Friday, 14 January
Year 5 Residential Trip - balance payment of £269.00 due by Friday, 14 January
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables will be uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list for the Autumn term is published on the School Website/Parents’
Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07407 173884
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Sylvia - 07494 555972 or Gary - 07760 862728
SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP - AUTUMN TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Enquiries for purchases should be made online by completing the Garment Request Form at
bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. Payment requests for completed orders will be sent via
SumUp. Upon payment, items will be sent home via pupils. Please send any donated items
in at Morning Drop off, placed in a bag and labelled 'Hazelwood School Shop'. If you would
like 70% of the sale price back (via a credit on next term’s account) please ensure that you
complete a sales ticket for each item and secure to the item (labels put in the bag separately
tend to get lost). Otherwise items will be treated as donations and 100% of the sale will go to
HPA funds. Please note that ONLY Schoolblazer branded items can be sold via the shop at
the moment. Thank you for your understanding.
SPORTS KIT
Boys are starting to move to rugby and those in Years 4-8 require a mouthguard (Yr 3 boys
do not need a mouthguard)
Girls are moving to netball- no extra equipment is needed.
Years 1 & 2
PE Kit to be worn to school on Games and PE lesson days (Year 1 Tuesday/Thursday Weds/Swim) (Year 2 Monday/Wednesday - Thurs/2L/2M Swim & Fri/2R Swim)

Years 3-6
Swimming kit to be kept in school
PE kit to be brought to school on lesson days
Years 3 & 4
Games kit to be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays (mouthguard required for Y4 boys/rugby)
Years 5 & 6
Games kit to be worn on Mondays and Wednesdays/bring kit in Fridays (mouthguard
required for Y5 & 6 boys/rugby)
Years 7 & 8
Games kit to be worn on Wednesdays and Fridays/bring kit in Mondays (mouthguard
required for Y7 & 8 boys/rugby)
Do please ensure that on the days when your children are required to come in dressed in
Games kit, they continue to arrive at school of smart appearance with uniform kit as
required.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL UNIFORM AND SPORTS KIT IS CLEARLY NAMED.
WATER BOTTLES
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Mrs Powell in the School Office
on aa@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register for the Autumn
term. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home, whether they will have
a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please note that if your child
does have a mobile phone for the purposes of walking to and from school (mobile phones
are otherwise not permitted in school) this must be locked and handed to the School Office
on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day.
SICKNESS
A reminder that the 48 hour absence rule applies for any cases of sickness/diarrhoea.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be

aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
SCHOOL CAR PARK – MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT 5MPH
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best and dark evenings are prevailing. A
reminder that the maximum speed limit in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of
this when exiting the car park onto the road; there are a number of parents and pupils who
need to cross the road by the exit to walk through the woods. We would also kindly request
that parents do not arrive early for their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic
queues both in the car park and onto the road.
MUSIC LESSONS
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact your child’s music tutor in the first instance, so that we can try to find a solution.

I am a former Hazelwood pupil currently in L6th at Woldingham School looking for
some babysitting I live locally and am always happy to be flexible Please contact
me on 0780262366 or by email annabelcooper9@gmail.com

