This week I have taken the opportunity to zoom in and out of lessons right across the school,
spending time observing, engaging with and supporting our pupils and teachers. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time and have been so impressed with what I have experienced.
What has struck me most is how settled the children are and how focused they have quickly
become. Maybe it’s a sad indictment of how much of their time recently they have been
spending in the virtual classroom. I prefer to think of them as adaptable and committed
learners who have been prepared well for all eventualities and who are keen to let nothing
stop them making new discoveries and satisfying incessant curiosities. The lessons I have
observed have been terrific – inventive, immersive and imaginative – for which I must thank
the teaching staff and those working hard to support and deliver the daily timetable. From
what I have seen and continue to witness, I have no doubt that our RLP continues to perform
at the highest, and most effective of levels. I am proud to be able to offer a Premier League
programme and to watch it grow and develop as new ideas, approaches and techniques are
explored across all year groups.
There are so many examples of
staff and pupils going the extra mile,
some of which are captured within
this and will be in future issues of
The Nutshell. It would seem that the
grit and resilience instilled in us all
over the past 18 months is giving us
the resolve not to let Lockdown III
get the better of us. Optimism and
buoyancy abound in bucket-loads!
Enough even to dispel the dank,
dismal weather that we have
endured this week. No more so
than the children of Skylarks who
have created this stunning stained
glass window welcome to all who
approach their classroom. Blown as
wishes and kisses, the brightly
coloured helping hands, adult and
child-sized combined, represent the
support and sense of community
which is clearly evident right across
the School and Nursery during
these challenging times.
Having said that of course, I cannot wait for the children to return on site but recognise that
we are in the hands of the Government who, alone, will determine when it is safe for them to
do so. In preparation of their return, and to ensure the safety of those currently working
across both sites looking after our Nursery and Critical Worker children, the School’s Testing
Centre welcomed its first ‘patients’ at the beginning of the week. Under the watchful eye of
Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, the specially trained team tested over fifty staff all of whom
were given a clean bill of COVID health. This testing will continue on a weekly basis in line
with current guidelines thereby providing further reassurance to staff and the families of
those children in their expert care. It would appear from the very many sector and

Government communications that testing will be a fundamental part of the strategy to return
pupils and staff to school in the future. It is good to know that we are as prepared as we can
be in this regard and even if we need to scale up our operations to account for a greater
throughput put of tests, we have confidence that we can deliver a safe and successful
testing programme. Thanks go to Paula and the team for making this all possible. There has
been a lot of information to distil and training to complete in a very short period of time. We
are also grateful for the offers of help from those within our wider community with the
specialist skills needed. Stand by your stethoscopes, we may yet need your time and
support!

And finally, it’s great to see our Year 7 and 8 Elective Programme successfully making the
switch to the virtual environment. Y7 have been baking through the wonders of ZOOM and
continuing to master Mandarin. This week they were learning how to pronounce ‘ma’ using
different tones. But they needed to be careful because mā is mum and mâ is horse! They
didn’t want to get those sounds mixed up!

Xiǎngshòu zhōumò bìng bǎochí
ānquán!!

News from The Nursery & Early Years
The awful weather has not stopped the children or staff from getting outside this week as we
continue try and fill our lungs with fresh air. The outside classroom has been a hive of
activity, particularly for Skylarks, who have donned their wellies and waterproofs and braved
the elements to have morning group time in this fabulous learning space. It has been
wonderful to see the children so happy in their rooms, a huge thank you must go to the staff
who continue to stimulate the children and create happy environments for the children to
thrive in. Please do read on and see what each of the rooms have been up to.

The Fledglings 1 children have been in great spirits enjoying the outside area, learning to
climb and descend the slide. They have also been using their hands and feet to make prints
using white paint on black paper. We have created a new display using their artwork.
Some children have been beginning to colour match and sort two different colours into the
same coloured receptacles, aren’t they clever!
Fledglings 2 have had an
exciting week exploring
the topic of Fire Fighters!
We have explored the
colours of Fire engines
and fire with lots of
painting fun! The children
have enjoyed role playing
with the fire station and
fire fighters as well as
racing around with fire
engines! The children
have also been very
creative this week as they
have painted paper red in
order to make a large,
whole group fire engine as well as making their own mini fire engines. Who dialed 999?

To finish the week off we had the soft play out where the children pretended they were real
fire fighters having to climb up into their fire engines. This has helped them to develop their
creative skills, communication skills as well as aiding their physical development.

For the last couple of weeks in Lower Robins we have
been learning about winter. The children have been
learning about what we need to wear in winter, when
it is cold and practising to put on our coats, hats,
scarves and gloves. They have been so engaged with
activities such as, painting with coloured ice, exploring
the artic animals in ice and trying to free them! The
children have loved learning about what happens to
the ice when it gets warm ‘it turns to water’. The
children have also had great fun exploring puffy paint,
artic animals in snow, making snowmen out of
different shapes, counting with snow men and
learning how to use scissors confidently and safely to
cut out our paper icicles.

Brrrr! The drop in temperature this week really helped reinforce our focus on the season of
'Winter' in Upper Robins. We found ice and frost on a visit to the tennis courts and even
painted with frozen paints, noticing how the solid ice gradually turned back into a liquid as
we painted. We introduced a variety of different textured media to spark language and
understanding, including 'puffy' white paint for our polar bear faces, ‘silky’ cornflour and
‘creamy’ foam in which to practise our letter and number formation. We enhanced our
numeracy skills and hand-eye co-ordination by placing the correct quantity of snowballs
(cotton wool balls) to numbered plates, using tweezers, and snipped with the scissors to
create unique snowflakes. We even designed a happy snowman for our board and selected
the correct shapes to make matching winter mittens and still had time to introduce more
phonic sounds at circle time!

Continuing on from last week's theme of winter, the Skylarks have been up to ‘snow good’ in
the messy tray, and when they weren’t found further developing their name writing skills,
they were making a variety of patterns and marks. As always, counting has found its way
into our learning as the children were set the challenge of making their own sugar cube 'ice
towers', as well as exploring the concept of subtraction with Mr Garlick's Ice-ball bowling.

Meanwhile, outdoors each lunchtime, the children have been on the hunt for ice, and have
come to find that one of the BEST places to find it at the moment, is inside the tyres on the
playground!

Trudi may not be able to lead the Forest School sessions at the moment but the Skylarks
team have worked hard to make sure outdoor learning is still taking place. Forest School
groups 1 & 2 had great fun this week making their own pinecone bird feeders and of course,
in true Forest School fashion, everyone enjoyed some delicious hot chocolate
afterwards! Wednesday's children were super excited to see Mrs Fryer virtually for their
music lesson, and loved exploring different drums and body percussion.

News from Hazelwood
COVID Risk Assessments
The Risk Assessment, which covers the Testing Centres on each of the two sites, has been
hosted within the Parents’ Section of the Nursery and School websites for your future
information and review. The overall COVID 19 Risk Assessment has also been updated to
reflect the situation in January 2021. It is hosted in the same place for you to read at your
leisure. Both documents will be updated and re-hosted should guidelines or the School’s
practice change.
Congratulations to Ella J who, during the holidays,
won 2nd place in the CGDC 8-and -Under dance
competition. Ella also was given the award for overall
winner in the seven years and under CGDC online live
performance competition when she performed a lyrical
dance. Ella has loved her dancing in lockdown and
this was her first time doing any dance competitions.
She has been asked to perform in three live
competitions this year! We wish her the very best of
luck. What a fantastic start to your competition
dancing!

Virtual Sports Stars of the Week!
The Sports Department are not only ready for dancing, HIIT
workouts and relaxing yoga during the live lessons, but they
have also posted lots of other sporting activities to keep you
busy during remote learning.
So many pupils are posting photos and videos of themselves
completing the assignments.
We wanted to send a special well done to the following pupils
this week and make them our ‘Virtual Sports Stars of the
Week’. Congratulations to:
Alice P in Yr 3 for her amazing Netball Dance
Emma, Grace, Lucy, Georgie, Victoria and Coedy for their
Waka Waka Dance.
Luca in Yr 8 and Freddie and Joe in Yr 4 for the kilometres they
have clocked in Mr Reay’s How Far Can You Go Challenge.
Ella in Yr 2 for completing Mrs F’s early morning Step Up
Challenge
and Emma (again) in Yr 6 for her PE Scavenger Hunt koala
collage

Well done to everyone who has had a go at any of the assignments. Keep sending in your
photos and maybe next week you’ll be amongst the Sports Stars of the Week!!
Congratulations to 8B who currently
lead the way in Mr Reay’s distance
challenge. Between them, they have
made it all the way to Lyon in the South
of France. Hot on their heels are 3K and
7D.

In Science, Y5 have been exploring the splendour of space and the power of the planets.
They made models or diagrams of the solar system to show the relative size of the planets
using things they could find around them. Eva pictured hers with galaxy lights on, which she
got for Christmas, to make her model of the solar system even more realistic!

Year 6 were asked by Mrs MacDougall to write a short story entitled The Journey. Here are
two of the submissions which caught Mrs MacD’s attention.
MAYDAY MAYDAY! by Harry Hayes
It was 12.20 p.m. and I had just 5 minutes to board my flight. I had been chosen to take a
package containing a beautiful tiara to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. The tiara was
beautiful; there were diamonds, emeralds and rubies shimmering and glittering like stars in
the night sky, set in gold that was the colour of honeycomb.
I fastened my seatbelt and gave a sigh of relief just as the pilot announced we were about to
take off. “Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Flight BA373, we are about to embark on our
journey to London, England and will be cruising at a speed of 250 miles an hour. The
weather forecast is perfect and we should be landing at Heathrow Airport in around 30
minutes. Enjoy your flight”.
The aircraft sped along the runway like a cheetah and then launched up into the air. My
ears popped and I felt my body being pushed back into my seat as the aeroplane climbed
higher and higher. My heart was beating like a drum.
Suddenly the sky became dense, dark and dramatic. Crash! A huge bolt of lashing lightning
lit up the sky like a torch being switched on in a dark room. Without warning, the aeroplane
dipped up and down like a rollercoaster. I felt my stomach flip and beads of sweat ran down
my forehead as I gripped the armrest in terror.
Luggage from the overhead lockers tumbled down like rocks falling down a mountain and I
was hit by a rucksack that was thankfully soft.

“Mayday! Mayday!” I heard the pilot shout into his microphone. “This is Captain Benson on
Flight BA373 to Heathrow Airport. We have a problem, a severe weather front has caused
us to change our course”.
As suddenly as it had appeared, the thunder storm passed and the sky cleared. The plane
settled and we were As suddenly as it had appeared, the thunder storm passed and the sky
cleared. The plane settled and I realised I’d been holding my breath for so long I’d forgotten
to breath out. Phhfffffffff I let out a sigh of relief but felt panic start to rise again when I
realised that my important package was missing! My nightmare wasn’t over yet.

Meanwhile, at Buckingham Palace, the Queen was pacing back and forth in her drawing
room with several small brown corgis running around her feet. She was dressed in her finest
evening dress and was expecting her special guest to arrive in less than an hour. Her tiara,
the finishing touch to her outfit, hadn’t turned up yet and heads would roll if she missed this
important engagement.
A screech of brakes broke into her thoughts and she glanced through the window in time to
see a young man leap like a leopard from a car carrying a parcel wrapped in brown paper
and tied with string; who would guess that inside was a tiara worth over £500,000.
“You cut that one a bit fine William” she spoke sharply as I entered the drawing room.
“Well you’ll never guess what happened on the way here grandma”, I started to explain
“Let me guess” she interrupted “the traffic was awful”
“Something like that” I said, deciding it was probably a good idea to keep my calamitous
journey a secret.
A Treacherous Journey by Lucy Amsel
Early on a July Wednesday, we packed our suitcases and began to walk to the train station.
We were hoping to catch the earliest train to Cornwall to meet our cousins for the summer
holidays, and hoped that the 7o’clock train would be quieter than most. So, suitcases in
hands, we began our journey.
Even this early in the morning, we were beginning to feel the heavy air of summer around us
as we approached the platform, our tickets sticking relentlessly to our sweaty hands. Slowly,
the minutes ticked by, ticking ever closer to 7o’clock, but no train in sight. More minutes
ticked by, still no train. The rails below the platform shuddered like leaves in the wind, still no
train. Mumbles of passengers, impatient that the train was late, rung in my ears like bells.
We were getting worried about being late and Mum was trying to keep calm but eventually,
she snapped and started shouting above the crowd, demanding that the train arrives… As
she did that, the smell of black smoke filled my lungs and the low heaving of the train
thundered in my ears. The whole platform shuddered as the colossal train approached.

The doors opened and a line of people streamed in like fish in a river, pushing us up against
the sweaty bodies ahead of us. As we hustled through the narrow doors, relief from the cool
air inside the train filled our lungs. Swiftly, row by row the immensely sized train began to fill
up with relieved people. Finally, we took our seats and began to relax after almost an hour of
waiting. Suddenly, just as the bustling carriage began to calm down, a train officer came
down the hall to inform us that the train would only leave in twenty minutes due to having to
refill the coal. Groans circled the cabin until finally, the train lurched forward and we were on
our way. The cityscape of London was slowly converted to rolling hills and green pastures.

Just an hour later, we departed our carriage and were suddenly overwhelmed with the salty
air that filled our lungs. We walked off the platform, just an hour later than intended, and
found our cousins, who welcomed us happily. The treacherous journey was finally over and
was worth it in the end.
Mrs Sanger is
so proud of her
young
Oak
Reception
class who have
been
doing
brilliantly
with
their first foray
into
Remote
Learning. Today
they were all
dressed ready
for
the
afternoon’s
dough
disco,
waving
their
warmed
up
fingers ahead of
some writing in
the morning. It
has been smiles
all round as the
youngest of Hazelwood’s RLP pupils have done their very best to sit still and focus, resisting
the temptation to wander off to see what else is going on at home. Well done to you all and
keep up the great work!

Friday 15th January Lunchtime Concert

Lockdown isn’t putting the dampeners on our musicians either. Judging by the quality of
the performances at this afternoon’s Lunchtime Concert, the school’s musical talent is
going from strength to strength. There was a mix of styles, of rhythms and of instruments
as Oscar J, Flo M, Flo B, Zac TS and Henry L entertained the assembled audience of
staff and fellow pupils. As always, Honey (the cockerpoo) was on hand to cheer Flo B on
as she completed the double on her flute and piano. Well done everyone, a perfect way
to spend half an hour mid-way through a busy day!

Well done to Mrs Anderson who
has found a way to combine her
love of art and of walking during
Lockdown. She has begun to map
out walks from her home which
create shapes when viewed from
above. This one she calls ‘Love
Oxted’ (for obvious reasons). We
are excited to see what next week’s
walk will reveal. Throw down your
challenges to see if Mrs Anderson
can meet them….

It may be wet and miserable but when you are
as keen an equestrian as Casper (Y7),
Lockdown PE lessons are an ideal time to get
back into the saddle and get in a few more
minutes of riding practice. The Nutshell doesn’t
know who looks less impressed with being out in
the rain; Casper or his trusty steed!

Mrs Falconer ran a superb Harry Potter themed fitness session this week for Years 3 and
4. It was wands (or should we say wooden spoons, sticks and pens!) at the ready. All

aboard the Nimbus 2000, running and jumping like Bertie Bots every flavoured beans and
jumping around like a chocolate frog. It didn’t stop there! Pupils were trying to catch the
snitch in a game of Quidditch. The Falcons were the winners after knocking the other team
off their brooms with their bludgers! The moving staircases didn’t stop everyone getting
back to their dorm room. They jumped from step to step to shout the secret words to the Fat
Lady who was on guard at the door- HAZELWOOD HEROES!!

Later on in the week, there was more fun and games from the Sports Department with a
Skeleton lesson designed to focus on taking care of our bones and understanding how they
all connected through dance and movement. Mrs Hardgrave staged an awesome 'Just
Dance' session with Years 5-8. There were disco lights, children dressing up and everyone
was dancing away to 'Cotton Eye-Joe, the Can-can, Ghost busters and other favourites!
Hats off to Dan G who came dressed as a glitter hound and to the Luck Family who joined in
the fun!

Just to say a huge thanks for this week, I’ve been so impressed at how quickly my son
has settled in completely independently to remote learning, and you’ve been fantastic
with them- I’ve no idea how you’re doing it!
I just wanted to say I do very much appreciate the huge efforts put in by the school
leadership team in these testing times. Doing a Nutshell each week overlaid on top of the
RLP is absolutely superb. I read it most weeks and do very much enjoy it.
I just wanted to say what an amazing RLP you are providing yet again, It's especially
wonderful to hear the children giggling with their teachers. The most incredible part of it all
is how you continue to look after the children pastorally. Not only by building it into the
curriculum but also by the teachers being so in tune to spot if there's an issue. How they
manage that over a screen is remarkable! So thank you from us.

Myla T in Y6 has been using her time wisely and most creatively. She has written and
illustrated a charming tale for her young cousins and has given permission for The Nutshell
to serialise it over the coming weeks. Tune in next week to see what surprises lie at the
end of the Easter Egg Hunt!

Mr Garlick is delighted to
hand
over
the
400+
Christmas cards designed
and drawn by the children of
the Nursery and the School
to Dr Jaffer of the Ismali
Civic organisation.
Dr
Jaffer, a parent at the
Nursery approached Mr G
to see if the children would
help
with
Christmas
messages of thanks and
hope for the unsung heroes,
porters, housekeepers and
chefs,
of
local
NHS
hospitals. We, of course,
were happy to support such
a great initiative.

A second voyage down the Nile to the land
of Pyramids and Pharaohs with the children
of Year 2….

Pyramids in sunset paintings

Alexa

Henry

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Year 7 Mandarin Elective (information sent to individual pupils 8/1)
Critical Worker Parents – Pick Up Information
Years 1-6 Parent Teacher Meetings – Information & Booking
Year 4 – Senior School Transition Booklet (following on from Information Evening)
REMINDERS/NOTICES
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Term Dates are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & Admissions and will be
updated in the near future.
CONTACT INFORMATION DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE

All absences (Critical Worker children and RLP pupils) should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
All general enquiries – RLP/ICT issues/other should be reported to
lockdown@hazelwoodschool.com
Critical Worker Staff Contact for emergencies
07444 723032 or 07827 687874
Chestnut Building 01883 733848
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments and senior school visits during the
RLP, should be made using https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
Year 4 Senior School Information Evening – Thursday, 14 January at 6pm. Zoom link
details have been emailed to Year 4 parents.
TED PROJECT WINTER 2020 'JOURNEYS'
Years 1-7 (optional for Year 7) - deadline for completion of projects is the first day after
February half-term.
DANCE CLASSES
Please refer to the Dance Timetable published 7/1. Fees for all zoom classes are detailed
on the timetable. We will be charging for a block of 5 lessons. Payments can be made online
(bank details on timetable) and please use pupils' names as reference. We would ask for
payment to be made for the full 5 weeks of lessons. Term resumes from this Saturday 9th
January for 5 weeks. Once payment has been received, zoom codes will be sent. Please
email hazelwooddance@gmail.com for any further information. We will also be recording
the classes so if the published times are not suitable we can send a recording instead.
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
Enjoy a Purr-fect weekend!
Stay safe and happy.

