
 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed this week, watching the school continue to come alive after the 
Bank Holiday weekend.  So much continues to engage the children inside and outside of the 
classroom.  Yesterday and today I took a short trip down Memory Lane as the Year 5 children 
saddled up to take part in their Bikeability course.  I do not remember when the Cycling 
Proficiency test morphed into something with more of a ‘modern’ ring about it, but the 
instruction seemed to be still rooted into the fundamentals of bicycle safety. The children 
seemed to enjoy the momentary, but fundamental diversion away from their classroom 
studies.  I am delighted that all children passed the end of course assessment and are now to 
be released onto the roads as competent, cautious and certified cyclists.  I continue to urge 
them to proceed with care and to make sure that they use eyes and ears, and all the strategies 
imparted to them today, to stay safe. 
 

  
 
This week, Mr Shepherd and I attended the Brighton College Education Conference. 
Assembled on the speaker platform were the movers and shakers from the world of education, 
ready to share pearls of wisdom with those less forward in their thinking.  There was plenty to 
inspire and to get grey cells thinking, but I am delighted to report that we, as a school, are 
already well on our way to providing an environment, curriculum and access to opportunities 
which is futureproofed.  There was much discussion about agile learning and releasing the 
creative potential of the human mind (aided and abetted by technology) as the way forward 
for unfettered teaching and learning.  Both of these concepts are, over the summer, being well 
represented and captured within the refreshed Year 7 curriculum (going live in September) 
and the school’s Innovations Space.  Hazelwood will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
innovators and pioneers in the world of education.  I will be sharing more about both of these 
initiatives when I take my place on the speaker platform at our very own summer Prize Giving. 
 
I feel passionate about providing the very best education for all our pupils.  An education which 
is relevant to the here and now but one which also sets them up for life. To that end, I do not 
believe that we as a school, myself as Head and the members of the Leadership and staff 
teams, can ever sit back and become complacent. We need to be on our own investigative 
journey of constant self-appraisal and evaluation to deliver the very best we can.  I have just 
recently composed my entry into the Year 8 Leavers’ Book and whilst I can point to very many 
shared experiences and realised moments of celebration, I am also delighted to say that it is 
the potential that each of these young adults has which equally excites me.  I will know we 
have done our job well if we have equipped them with the skills they need to face and enjoy 



their future years at senior school, at university and in life.  We frequently receive letters back 
from both past pupils and their senior schools reporting on how well Hazelwood pupils settle 
into the rhythm of senior school life and how well they perform in GCSE and A Level exams.  
Many achieve positions of Head Boy or Head Girl, continue to excel in sporting or musical 
pursuits or show tremendous levels of empathy and compassion in committing themselves to 
charitable and altruistic endeavours.  All of which paints a most pleasing and encouraging 
picture, setting the bar at the highest level for the school’s continued attainment and ambition.  
And if we can achieve, whilst raising a smile and supporting our friends, I will be a happy Head 
indeed.   
 
Enjoy your weekend.  
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The children bought the sunshine back to Hazelwood Nursery and Early years with their 
return from the Bank Holiday weekend alongside a real buzz of excitement exploring the 
outside spaces. I have really enjoyed seeing the children using their respective outside 
areas to play and learn in, ensuring I am at the water tables at the right time to have a cool 
down! On my visits to the classrooms I have investigated bugs and creepy crawlies and 
planted my runner beans and sweet peas . As another week ends here at Hazelwood I am 
looking forward to hearing all about Oak’s trip to Ladyland farm. We are hoping the good 
weather continues so can I remind you that all children need to have sun cream applied 
before coming into the nursery. 
 
Farm animals was the focus for Oak’s learning this week, as they prepared to visit Ladyland 
Farm on Thursday. There was a lot of discussion about questions that they could ask on 
their visit. Then the children had a go at writing their questions, remembering to use a 
question mark. There were some interesting ideas! Do you sing lullabies to the pigs at night? 
 

 
 



Skylarks have been continuing to look at healthy eating, focusing on the Hungry Caterpillar 
story and growth with lots of planting this week. The little gardens are flourishing with 
tomatoes, sweet peas, potatoes, broad beans, runner beans, strawberries and cornflowers, 
we look forward to harvesting our produce!  
 
The children have been enjoying construction in the garden making ramps and water 
carriers, working out how to set them up in small groups. They have also made time in their 
busy days to practice for their Summer musical show and the children are using the claves 
rhythmically and learning the words for our songs and are really engaged. 
 
This week in Upper  Robins the children have spent a lot of time outside enjoying the 
sunshine. They have been exploring coloured water play, sorting rice and pasta and also we 
have been down to visit Skylarks and play in their garden.  The children have been talking 
about feelings and how our actions affect each other and have spent time creating our own 
'wanted ' posters and also looking at different recycling.  
 

   
 

  
 
They have also taken advantage of the sunshine and enjoyed mixing different coloured 
water in the garden. 
 
Fledglings 2 have been enjoying the summer weather this week, lots of water games 
including shooting practice mainly at the adults. The Children have planted runner bean 

The Lower Robins' class 
have begun their topic on 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar story, a very 
popular choice with all of 
the children. The children 
have started to work 
collaboratively to create a 
large caterpillar, 
investigated bugs using 
magnifying glasses and 
made individual caterpillars 
from egg cartons and by 
sequencing numbered lids. 



seeds, painted a castle and made lots of tall and short beanstalks using different materials. 
 
This week Fledglings 1 have been listening to The three little pig story and huffing and 
puffing like the big bad wolf. They have been exploring sounds with wooden sticks and 
making our bodies big and small along to music. The Children also had fun building towers 
with the soft bricks.  
 
A week in Skylarks…. 

  

 

  

 

“We’ve really enjoyed learning and practising 
lots of actions to our new songs with Mrs Young.  
We have even made measured rhythms with 
two wooden sticks called ’claves’.  We’ve been 
outside preparing our vegetable patch.  We’re 
going to plant sweet peas and runner beans.  
We’ve even had fun painting with carrots and 
celery!” 



News from Hazelwood 

 

Following on from last week’s news that Jacob de W had clinched first place for his Awesome 
Book Award book review of Sylvia Bishop’s Erica’s Elephant, the Nutshell is proud to include 
the winning review below. The reviews needed to written in around 200 words or so.  They 
needed to include a concise plot and why the pupil liked the book. The judges were looking 
for clear writing, with interesting reasons and enough to grab their attention. Good grammar 
and punctuation was a must! The onus, on our young writers was on brief, brilliant and written 
with feeling. Well done Jacob! 
 

  

 “Erica’s Elephant” by Sylvia Bishop.  An award winning book review by Jacob deW 
On Erica’s tenth birthday, she wakes up to find an elephant on her doorstep. Erica lives in a 
small terraced house with her uncle Jeff. Jeff is in India, so she invites the elephant in and the 
elephant stays in Jeff’s room. Being a resourceful girl, Erica checks to see how much (and 
what) food elephants eat. When she discovers they eat 150Kg of cabbage a day, she thinks 
of a plan to raise enough money to feed the elephant. After she realises the elephant has a 
poorly leg she asks the zoo for help and this is when her problems start (if having an elephant 
in your house is not a problem in itself!)  
 
Eventually Erica overcomes all these problems and the story ends on both a happy and sad 
note. 
 
I enjoyed this book very much because I like elephants, Erica is a girl about my age who shows 
true GRIT and determination and it made me laugh out loud. Although it doesn’t end how I 
wanted it to, it ended with an important message about love. 
 
All’s well that eats well  
On Tuesday, Year 4 were lucky to have a dietician Katie Johnston come and talk to them. 
Katie has been a dietician for 10 years and has children here in Hazelwood. Her talk was 
fascinating with lots of us asking questions about hidden sugars and which breakfast cereal 
we shall now all be buying.  
 
Katie went through the Eatwell Guide with the children and explained a healthy relationship 
with food doesn't mean cutting out sugar altogether. Year 4 were tasked with trying to have 



Please can everyone remember that no dogs are allowed on the 
school pitches or playing fields. This is for health & safety reasons. 
In the best interests of the animals, please be aware that leaving 
them in hot cars in the sunshine should also be avoided. 

foods of all the colours of the rainbow to avoid a 'beige' plate so watch out for them in the 
dining hall please! 
 

  
 
Summer term goodbyes 
I am writing to let you know that sadly, Sara Young has decided to retire at the end of the 
Summer term so that she may spend more time with her family.  She will be greatly missed 
by all of us, having given so much to the school over her many years at Hazelwood.   We are 
hoping that she will remain involved with the school’s music in some capacity in the future. 
Music at Hazelwood has maintained its impeccable reputation under Sara’s inspired 
leadership.     
 
James Walton too is leaving the school at the end of the summer term.  He has accepted the 
position of Director of Studies at Lingfield College Prep and we congratulate him on this very 
well deserved appointment.  James will leave behind many happy memories of the numerous 
Hazelwood hats he has worn; those of class teacher, Forest Schools Leader, Willy Wonka 
(World Book Day), Christmas party compere and Head of Lower School.   Rumour has it that 
he will be making a star-studded appearance as the celebrity stilt walker (training allowing) at 
the Summer Fair! 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Mrs Ford bravely 
points to the bullseye 
on the Year 3 Field 
Trip last week.  The 
Year 3 archers aimed 
their arrows well 
emulating the skills of 
a certain Robin of 
Sherwood.  None of 
Mrs Ford’s fingers 
were hurt in the 
running of this 
outward bound 
activity!  PLEASE do 
NOT try this at home! 

 



 

Spanish language workshop makes it mark 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
"I really enjoyed the Spanish workshop even though I can't speak Spanish. It was very funny 
and also exciting because you could get picked to go on stage at any time. I also liked the fact 
that the woman running the workshop repeated a word or sentence several times, then let the 
audience have a go at saying it. Before the workshop I didn't know any Spanish, but after it I 

learnt many words and phrases, for example: vaca  means cow, abuelita  means granny, 

boca  means mouth and many more".   Max E 

"I really enjoyed the Spanish workshop! Even though I can't speak the language, I began to 
have an understanding of some of the words and extend my vocabulary. I found it really helpful 
that we had to repeat things that she said and we could put on a Spanish accent! It was a 
really great idea that the two plays were original and we already knew them and we could get 
involved. THANK YOU!      Alice L 
 
"On Thursday 3rd May a Spanish visitor came to our school and performed for Years 7 and 8. 
I really enjoyed the two plays that they chose. The Spanish was really easy to understand and 
was very interactive. If the lady picked you out of the audience, you would go up and put on 
the costume needed for the part. The lady would talk in Spanish to you and you would repeat. 
Overall I think that it was a really good experience for everyone and helped us improve our 
Spanish."     Angelina  



  
 

  
 

    

On Thursday and Friday the children of Year 5 were put through their Bikeability paces, 
learning how to ride safely with due regard for traffic hazards.  They mastered the giving 
of clear hand signals and the controlled maneuvering of their bicycles.  The wearing of a 
safety helmet was reiterated time and time again in a bid to keep the children safe whilst 
on the roads.  Everyone passed the course of assessment.  Well done Year 5! 



Putting the boot into football! 
This week, pupils in the Upper School took part in our termly inter-house debate. The hot topic 
up for discussion was put forward by our very own School Council: 

Should football be banned on the courts two days a week? 
 
Each House worked hard as a team to craft well-constructed and compelling arguments for 
and against banning football on the courts two days a week. The judges enjoyed confident 
and well prepared performances by all those involved. Children had thoroughly researched 
and considered the implications of such a move, discussing various types of evidence to 
support their points.  Judges were particularly impressed with some of the persuasive 
techniques employed by debaters, including rhetorical questions, effective use of emotive 
language and repetition of key statements.  Above all else, the audience was well engaged 
with confident, thought-provoking and, at times, humorous presentations which challenged 
our ideas about how we use our time and the most effective ways to let off steam at break 
times.  
 

  
 
Well done to Ethan S, Oscar D and Alice L from Baily; Francesca W, Hugo CF and Archie 
P from Irving; James T, Oscar AL and Yasser A from Parry and Charlie L, Darcy F and Max A 
from Dowling - great performances all round! 
  
The over-all winners will be announced at the end of term assembly. Mrs MacDougall 
 
 
 

 

the shop or £8.50 online (inc admin fee).  Each ticket includes a signed copy of the book and 
refreshments! 

 

Writing Workshop for 9-12 year olds 
 

Tuesday 29th May 4-5pm at The Sevenoaks 
Bookshop, 147 High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent 
TN13 1XJ. Tel: 01732 452055.  Email: 
enquires@sevenoaksbookshop.co.uk 

 Harriet Whitehorn, will be running the writing 
workshop, inspired by her debut children's 

novel, Company of Eight.  Tickets are £8 in  

 

mailto:enquires@sevenoaksbookshop.co.uk


Gold Award Congratulations to Isla H, Phoebe H, Annabelle N and Henry D all of whom 
have raced to their 300 house points.  A meal in Pizza Express awaits with lashings of ginger 
beer!  

 

 

The U9B Cricket team shows its true sportsmanship by concealing its delight at recording a 
second successive victory on Thursday until after the customary end of match round of three 
cheers for the opposition.  It has been an unbeaten start to the season.  Long may it continue!  

 

 

 

 

 

A handful of GDPR Data Agreements are still outstanding.  If yours has not been returned, 
please can we ask that you dig out the purple form, complete and return it ahead of the 25th 
May deadline.  Failure to do this may result in our ability to communicate with you about your 
child or the school being compromised.  Copies of the form are available from 
bursarspa@hazelwoodschool.com 

 

 

HPA Summer Fair: Saturday 23rd June 
 

Guaranteed fun for all the family with sideshows, 
live music, giant inflatables, café, BBQ, ice 
creams and stalls.  Join us on the Pavilion Field 
from 12 noon to witness the second ever staging 
of the Hazelwood Dog Show.  There’s live music 
and Mr Kemp on stilts!  What more could you 

want on a Saturday afternoon. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 

 

These pictures, first shared in last 
week’s Nutshell, are so good that 
they deserve a second showing at 
a decent size. The Year 5 children 
thoroughly enjoyed their trip to 
RAF Hendon and looked quite the 
part as they posed in wartime 
uniforms. 

 



  
 

 
 
Good Luck to everyone sitting school exams or Year 7 scholarship assessments next week.  
We are sure that you will do yourselves and the school proud.  Make sure you enjoy your 
weekend; work hard enough to be confident and not so hard that you lose perspective!  

As part of their 
project on 
Animals, the 
children in Oak 
Reception 
were delighted 
when Grace 
brought in her 
beautiful dog 
Lottie.  Both 
children and 
dog were 
impeccably 
behaved and 
Lottie left 
groomed and 
ready for the 
show ring! 

Five Star 
Accommodation 
A group of Year 4 pupils 
took advantage of the dry 
weather this week to 
work together to design 
and build an Ant Hotel.  
Masterminded by Oliver 
and Eve, they were soon 
joined by their year group 
friends who helped 
scavenge the materials 
to build the luxury 
accommodation.   



  
 

   
 

  

 
Bird boxes going cheap! 
 
These wonderful bird boxes, made in DT by Year 7 
pupils, have found themselves a striking home on the 
bare tree trunk previously standing less than proud 
outside the Bawtree Hall windows.  Now the trunk is 
ablaze with such colour and skill that the tree has 
seemingly grown a few extra feet.  There is a range of 
creative approaches all of which are designed to entice 
the birds to set up home in their spacious interiors.  Well 
done Year 7 and thank you for turning something forlorn 
into something funky!  



 
 
For their form Eco Project, 3F have been looking at the environmental impact of growing your 
own veg.  Being sustainable with some of your own food resources, not only cuts down on 
packaging and transport costs, all of which can adversely affect your carbon footprint, but it 
can be a whole lot of fun.  All of which is beautifully and brightly captured in 3F’s vibrant poster.   
 
 



 

          
 
Year 2 make a splash! 
The annual Year 2 Swimming Gala took place this week.  Watched by the parents, the children 
took part in races and pool challenges displaying some great strength, determined stamina 
and some beautiful strokes.  Miss Lloyd is preparing a full report which will appear in next 
week’s Nutshell.  Watch this space to find out more!  
 
  



HPA 

 
 



THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO HAZELWOOD SCHOOL! 
On Saturday 15th September 2018, the HPA is thrilled to announce that the Big Top is going 
up for a fun-filled afternoon of the excitement of the circus on New Field at Hazelwood.   
 
Happy's Circus have been entertaining children and their families for over 25 years and the 
show is a professional all-human (no animals) 2 hour performance including a 30 minute 
interval. The show features amazing international artistes including acrobats, aerialists, 
speciality acts, magic and the ever popular Happy’s Circus clowns and much, much 
more!  All this is within their colourful all-weather big top with full seating, state of the art 
sound and lighting technology designed to appeal to children of all ages from the very 
youngest to the young at heart. 
 
Doors open at 12.45 for food and drink, the Big Top opens at 1.30 and the show starts at 
2.00 to finish at 4.30.  Tickets are now on sale at www.buytickets.at/hpa .  Password: 
happy.  Tickets: £12 each or a Family of 4 for £40.  Bring along family and friends for this 
very special event. 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining room 
in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the notice 
board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings their 
instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these books 
and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 

Sports Department 

Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday morning. 
If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the 
assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school.  Thank 
you.       

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 

Year 8 – Residential Trip Parent Letter, Consent Forms & Kit List 
Year 1 – African Curriculum Day 
Chapel Choir – Summer Term Dates 

 
 
 
 

http://www.buytickets.at/hpa
mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


Key Events for Next Week 

Monday 14 May 
All week  Common Entrance Speaking and Listening Exams 
All week  Year 7 Hazelwood Scholarship Assessment Week 
All week  Years 3 – 6 Exam Week 
All morning Oak & Skylarks Perform Workshop ‘African Jungle’ 
1500   Cricket: Colts A, B & D v Yardley Court (H) 
1630   Athletics: U12-13 v Hawthorns (A) 
 
Tuesday 15 May 
1630-1800  Athletics: U9-11 v Hawthorns (H) 
 
Wednesday 16 May 
1100-1230  Oak RS Forest Schools – Hazelwood site 
1330-1630  Cricket: Senior Interhouse (H) 
1415   Cricket: Colts A v Homefield (H) 
1415   Cricket: Colts B (at Homefield School)  
1415  Cricket: Colts E v Homefield (H) 
1430   Rounders: U13 A, B & C v Hawthorns (A) 
1430   Rounders: U11 A, B, C & U10 A, B, C v Hawthorns (H) 
 
Thursday 17 May 
1025-1050  School Council Meeting 
1330-1630  Cricket: Year 3 Interhouse (H) 
1415   Cricket: U9 A v Homefield (Away @ Sutton C.C) 
1415   Cricket: U9 B & C v Homefield (H) 
1430   Rounders: U9 A & B v Hawthorns (A) 
1430   Rounders: U8 A & B v Hawthorns (H) 
 
Friday 18 May 
All day  Skylarks Trip to Bird World, Farnham 
All day  Year 1 African Explorers Curriculum Day 
1135-1220 Year 8 Careers Talk – Mr Joynson 
1220-1305 Year 7 Careers Talk – Mr Joynson 
1900  Chapel Choir Perform at the London Sangerstevne International Choir Festival 
 
Sunday 20 May 
0900-1800  Talent Show Technical Rehearsal 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 


