
 
 
This week has been an historic one.  Not only have we been basking in record breaking 
temperatures, but the school has been taking bold steps into hitherto largely unchartered 
waters and being recognised (again) for the provision it provides and the achievements of its 
pupils. With the sun shining and the two sites alive with the joyful noise of children playing 
and learning, Hazelwood School has been a great place to be.  
 
We are beginning to receive the results from the Senior School entrance and scholarship 
assessments and I am delighted to share the news that the early signs are really 
encouraging.  It looks like we are in for our best year for quite some time.  With results still 
outstanding from a good number of schools, the pupils from Year 6 and 7 have secured the 
following awards from top performing schools such as Sevenoaks, Caterham, Lingfield 
College, Reigate Grammar and Battle Abbey.  Well done to everyone and I look forward to 
completing the list once other schools’ results are known. 
 

Scholarship type  Numbers awarded 

Academic Scholarship  8 

Sports Scholarship  4 

Art Scholarship  3 

All Rounder Scholarship  1 

Music Scholarship  1 

Drama Scholarship  1 

Drama Award  1 

Music Award  3 

Academic Award 1 

 
This level of performance is reflected too in the school’s success at securing its NACE 
Challenge Award for the second concurrent three-year period running. We remain one of the 
only schools in this area, and only the 108th school nationwide, to be re-accredited with this 
prestigious award.  Hot on the heels of the ISI Inspection, we were visited by an external 
auditor who intensely interrogated our practices inside and outside of the classroom.  In 
breaking the fabulous news to the school, Sue Riley, the CEO of NACE (National 
Association for More Able Children in Education) praised the school: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Hazelwood School has worked hard to attain reaccreditation 
through the NACE Challenge Award.  It has shown itself to be 
committed to sustaining an environment in which all learners are 
challenged and supported to be the best they can be, with 
effective strategies in place to ensure continued improvement in 
this field. The award is presented in recognition of whole-school 
commitment to and achievement in providing effective challenge 
and support for all – spanning school leadership, curriculum, 
teaching and learning, processes for identification and tracking, 
extracurricular opportunities, strong communication and 
partnerships and ongoing evaluation.” 

 



On the sports field we also made history with the boys picking up hockey sticks for the first 
time and girls donning their football boots for their first taster of curriculum football.  There 
was a lot of excitement before the lessons began and certainly plenty of enthusiasm at the 
end of the session.  These changes to the sports curriculum reflect the continuing 
commitment by the school to review, evaluate and evolve its approach to teaching and 
learning across all aspects of the timetable.  These new introductions, with girls’ cricket to 
follow in the summer term, are designed to offer choice, develop new skills and be reflective 
of a changing sporting landscape.  We are delighted and proud to be part of this dynamic 
process. 
 
Our ‘making sporting history of their own’ spotlight falls on: 
 
Thomas H who has been selected to play for the Harlequins Rugby Development Squad.  
This is a massive achievement as competition is tough for places on the squad.  Thomas’ 
natural talent and his overall demeanour and conduct as a gentleman will see him do well. 
    
Luke D who, with his quartet of club runners won their age category in the English National 
Cross Country Championships which were held in Leeds last weekend.  Across a tough and 
demanding 3k course Luke, and his team mates held their nerve to beat over 400 other 
runners, representing just under 200 teams.  As an individual, Luke’s time was confirmed as 
the third fastest U12 boy running in the U13 race.  A National Champion is quite something 
and cause for much celebration. 
 
Woody J who won the Hilden Grange U9 cross country meet on Wednesday.  The medal 
winning performance did not end with Woody’s gutsy run; his fellow U9 team runners 
brought home the U9 overall boys’ trophy to the delight of the supporting staff and parents.  
Well done to Harrison, Sam, Dibbe, Alex, Woody and Jens. 
 

  
 
I am hoping that all of the winning sextet, their families and friends will be lining up for the 
Help 4 Heroes Triathlon on Saturday 27th April in a bid to make this special event a record 
breaker too.  It would be great to have our best turn out yet and to help the school break 
through the £100k fund raising barrier for this most worthy of charities.  Everyone can 
choose the event distances which suit them best, either as something which they can easily 
manage without stress, or as a target for training and personal development. Adults can 
enter as a team if swimming, cycling or running is not your thing.  The children will be taking 
part in a special assembly about the event soon and we are hoping that this will be the 



springboard to a flood of registrations.  All the details are available later in this Nutshell and 
on-line; follow the link on the home page of the school website.  
 
And finally, the school is making history itself next week with its first experiential activity 
designed to raise awareness amongst the community of its ‘free ranging’ education and its 
eggsemplary Inspection.  
 
 

 
 
 

We shall be at Oxted Railway Station on Monday morning from 6.30am to tempt commuters 
with a FREE, free range fried egg sandwich freshly cooked by Steve our Head Chef.  The 
initiative is in support of our ‘free ranging’ advertising creative which promotes the physical 
space we enjoy and the expansive approach to our teaching and learning which gives all 
Hazelwood pupils the chance to fly!  Please come and find us on the London bound side of 
the station, just outside the ticket office area. Don’t forget to allow a few extra moments to 
your journey so that you can grab a sandwich and safely board your train.  Please spread 
the word and the brown sauce!  

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

I might just have to drive past and 

pretend to be a commuter!  

 
Great idea although these days I think 
we need brown, red, white, pink and 
blue sauce for diversity and inclusion!! 
 

Excellent initiative, might need an 

excuse to go into London! 

This sounds like an excellent initiative 
- well done. Sadly, I am going to be 
abroad next week but otherwise I 
would definitely be asking for a 
sandwich! 
 

Thank you to the Cole and Scott families (and their free range chickens) for providing the 
eggs!   Freshly laid and fried – no better way to start the day.  Go to work on an egg! 

Can I say again and again that you are amazing in Hazelwood School? 
Thank you for sharing this fabulous initiative at Oxted Station. 
 



For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been another fabulous week her at HNEY. The highlight for me was when I stood out 
in the Skylarks garden on Tuesday and all around I could hear the laughter and joy of nearly 
100 children making use of the outside space. There were Robins children playing on the 
climbing equipment down on the playground and the Fledglings 2 children running around 
excitedly on the grassed area. The children here are so very fortunate to have all of this 
space to explore and enjoy. 
 
This week the children have had great fun exploring British values. Please see below for a 
roundup of what has been happening in each of the rooms. 
 
This week in Fledglings 1 we have spent most of our time out in the garden. We have 
enjoyed watching and catching the bubbles from our bubble machine. We have also been 
exploring the sand pit, emptying and filling buckets and with sand and other objects. The 
children then enjoyed transporting them around the outside space. 
We have also spent time climbing on the climbing frame and going down the slide. 

In Fledglings 2 this week, we have been focusing on families and whom we have in them. 
We have fished Ducks out of a pond then categorised them by size, colour and counted how 
many we caught. We have made Animal masks and mixed the ingredients to make 
Flapjacks. We have taken advantage of the spring weather using the grass to run around 
and have circle games as well as using the Wigloo to sing songs and listen to stories.  
 

  
 

  

Things have been more than ‘just 

right’ in Lower Robins this week! 



 

This week in Lower Robins we have been reading 'Goldilocks and the Three Bears' and 
have used porridge to fill different sized bowls, made beds from junk modelling for the three 
bears as well as re-telling the story. In addition to this we have also painted a tree of 
kindness, practised our turn taking skills and used the Three Bears behaviour code to help 
us discuss British Values. 
 

  
 

   
 
 
The Upper Robins' room has looked at British values and how they underpin everything we 
do at nursery. We selected our books at group story time by using a democratic show of 
hands, spoke about the importance of boundaries and rules with reference to our Three 
Bears' behaviour policy, discussed how we could be kind and polite to our friends and 
engaged in activities highlighting the need to share and take turns. To accentuate the 
differences, and similarities, between us all, we all painted a self-portrait having looked at 
ourselves in the mirror. 
 

  
   



Skylarks have had wonderful week. The children have all enjoyed seeing their friends after 
the half term break.  This week the children have been learning about the five British values 
and have spent lots of time within their groups talking about being kind to others. They have 
also had great fun being part of a democratic group, voting for which story they would like to 
hear and what colour we should paint the Wendy House.  
There has also been lots of role-play both inside and outside of the classroom this week, the 
children have played beautifully together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of British Values Week, Oak have tried to write their own school rules and voted for 
their favourite story. Healthy eating was a.so a focus for the children’s learning with the 
phrase from an advertisement “Eat them to Defeat them” encouraging them to eat all the 
vegetables at lunch time. The children have also planned a healthy meal, begun to create 
collages and written lists of their favourite food.  
 

  

For more information on the Early Years Foundation Stage, please visit 
www.foundationyears.org.uk  
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


 



News from Hazelwood 

Tournament Tastics!! 
In the two weeks leading up to half term, Hazelwood put on their annual U13 Versatility 
Tournament and U8 Netball Tournament. 
 
The U13 tournament was a fun, frantic afternoon with players having to change position 
every time a goal is scored. The team get to play all the positions on the court, showing off 
their hidden talents and discovering new skills!! 
 
It was a tough competition in the A and B team tournaments, with both Hazelwood teams 
working hard and show casing the amazing progress they have made over a committed and 
spirited season. Both tournaments came down to goals for and goal against to decide the 
overall winners and runners up. Hazelwood narrowly missed out in both tournaments, but 
each came away with the silver medals as very worthy runners-up. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Starting as they mean to go on... 
The U8 team experienced their 
first tournament and got off to an 
amazing start, winning their first 
couple of matches. Their 3rd 
match was hit by an injury, but the 
team soldiered on. They narrowly 
missed making it to the quarter 
finals, but had a fabulous 
afternoon of playing netball in the 
sunshine. 
 

Good luck to the girls of Years 7 and 8.  We hope the wet weather doesn’t spoil your 

enjoyment of this weekend’s PGL Netball Tour 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U11B team 
(below) had a great 
afternoon at the St 
Michael’s 
tournament just 
before half term, 
coming away with a 
silver medal. The 
U11A also had a 
successful 
afternoon at St 
Michael’s, but 
unfortunately lost to 
Granville in the 
semi-finals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Some more fine examples of 
Year 5’s incredible writing 
inspired by the events of the 
Great war 



Football Fever and Hello Hockey!! 
This week saw the first week of the football season for the girls and hockey season for the 
boys. 
‘Wow that was really fun’ was a quote from one of the Year 5 girls as they strolled up the hill 
from their Wednesday afternoon session. 
‘I can’t wait to play our first match and be goal keeper’ was a quote from one of the Year 5 
boys. 
It has been a glorious week, weather wise and a very successful transition into some new 
sporting activities.  Not even a return to more normal weather conditions will dampen such 
enthusiasm!  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Alice S and Hamish L who have stormed ahead to claim the first Gold 
Awards of the year.  With a term and a half still to go, their Diamond Awards must be well within 
reach.  A triumphant effort for which the highest praise is due.  Well done to you both!  

Date for your diary: Saturday 7th September.  Hazelwood Senior Schools’ Fair  
Already we have 30 schools signed up to attend the 5th biennial Senior Schools’ Fair. The 
morning is an ideal chance to meet with representatives from schools such as Ardingly, 
Caterham, Woldingham, Hurst, Brighton and Epsom Colleges and to understand what they have 
to offer.  This year, we are planning to introduce a new aspect to the morning; a debate at which 
four schools will present on a topic close to their hearts and one which is relevant to the Year 9 
Senior School debate.  We are delighted that Sevenoaks School will be here to present the case 
for the IB, Mayfield will be talking about 13+ Boarding for Girls and Kent College will discuss 
Developing Mental Resilience in Young People.  The debate will begin at 9.15am.  The Senior 
Schools Fair will run until 12 noon.  All are welcome to attend including friends who do not attend 
Hazelwood School.   



 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

On Monday Year 1 
launched their Turrets 
and Towers half term 
topic with a special 
Curriculum Day.  The 
Chestnut Building was 
overrun with knights 
and ladies of the 
realm. Everyone 
looked the part and 
seemed to enjoy the 
day packed full of 
challenges and 
activities.   
 
Queen Anderson has 
promised to address 
her subjects in next 
week’s Nutshell.   
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Follow us and like us on….. 

Thanks for spreading       

the word 

 This amazing masterpiece is the beautifully 
crafted response of Phoebe H to the latest TED 
project on glass.  Phoebe has lovingly crafted a 
stained glass window depicting an outdoor 
countryside scene.  Her attention to detail is 
meticulous with the shape of the tree and fall of 
the land mirroring perfectly the diamond shapes 
of the lead beading in the window.  The quality 
and imagination of a number of other TED 
submissions has been equally inspiring.  The 
Nutshell hopes to share more examples next 

week.  Well done Phoebe! 

 

As part of their 
look this week 
at British 
Values, the 
children in 
Robins give a 
show of hands 
as they 
democratically 
select which 
book they 
would like to 
read.   



 
Well done to Caspar S who was training and competing hard over the half term break when 
others were taking things a little easier. Caspar rode as a team member in two classes on 
two different ponies at Felbridge Arena, jumping double clears in both classes and achieving 
placings both individually and as part of the Old Surrey and Burstow Pony Club Show 
Jumping team. Caspar is working really hard to get to grips with bigger ponies and fences 
and should be congratulated for rising to this latest challenge. 
 

  
 
 

 
 

With the disappointment of 
last weekend’s match still 
hurting (for many), Mr Lloyd 
(a proud offspring of the 
Welsh hills), was quick to 
publish the latest leaderboard 
from the school’s 6 Nations 
Showdown Challenge. 
 
Our congratulations, with a 
word of warning, go to Jake, 
Mrs Steel, Alex P and Danny 
who head up the competition; 
Mr Lloyd is fast approaching 
to challenge your supremacy! 
 
The question now, however 
on everybody’s lips is no 
longer ‘Will England Win the 
Grand Slam@?  Instead it is 
‘What (or who) is the secret 
identity of the Billy Whizz 
Appreciation Society?’ 
 
Continued thanks to Mr Lloyd 
for organising the contest.  
May the best pundit win!  



 
 

World Book Day Thursday, 7th March 2018  

On Thursday, 7th March, we will be celebrating World Book Day. Children in Years 1-4 may 
dress up as a favourite book character, and should please bring in £1 for the privilege, which 
will go to the charity Room to Read.  There will be a book prize for the best costume in each 
Form.  We will also be announcing the winners of the bookmark competition in the morning’s 
assembly. 

 

On Monday, 11th March, be will welcoming the author Stephen Davies to Hazelwood, and 
he will be running writing workshops with our Year 6 pupils and visiting Years 1 & 2 in 
Chestnut.  Should you wish to purchase a book for your child please complete the form in 
this week’s nutshell and return it to the library by Tuesday 5th March.  Without this signed 
form your child will not be able to purchase a signed copy of Stephen Davies’s book.    

During World Book week, we will be holding a second-hand book sale in the library for Years 
3-8 and all monies raised will go to Room to Read.   We suggest no more than £5 per pupil - 
coins are best to bring inside a named envelope please. The sale will take place on 
Wednesday & Thursday 6th/7th March.  

 

 

 

132 

  53 

And the results from our exit poll have been counted and independently verified….. 



We are also asking the pupils in Year 3 upwards to bring to school ’A Book in a Jar' – a jam 
jar filled with clues about their favourite book or author so that their fellow pupils can guess 
which book it represents.  This is not compulsory, but any jars made up will be placed in the 
library for all to see, and pupils will be awarded House Points for their efforts.   

 

WORLD BOOK DAY TOKENS 

All pupils will be given a World Book Day token this week, which can be used in participating 
bookshops.  

 

 
 

 
Welcome to our new Governors 
 

 

Harriet Leach  
 

Dr Bayju Thakar  
 

I have recently joined the Board of 
Governors and will join the Finance 
Committee.  I am a Chartered Accountant 
and currently work for a small private equity 
firm, where my job includes scrutinising our 
investment companies’ accounts, supporting 
and challenging their Boards.  A perfect 
training ground for my Governor role! 
 

I am an Old Hazelwoodian (class of 85). 
Born and brought up in Oxted.  I feel I have 
therefore a deep and personal connection 
with the school, alumni and local community. 
 

I continued my education at Harrow School 
before starting Medical School at Guys and 
St Thomas’s Hospital where I concurrently 
completed a bachelors in Philosophy. 
 



I have two daughters currently enjoying all 
Hazelwood has to offer, and I have been 
thrilled to be involved in several of the music 
groups and choirs over the past four years.  
Whilst my girls are thoroughly immersed in 
the musical side of the school, it has also 
been wonderful watching them explore other 
interests through Hazelwood’s broad 
curriculum and extra-curricular activities.  
 
My introduction to the Board included 
observing several lessons and it was both 
inspiring and heart-warming to see the level 
of engagement shown by all pupils, and how 
their interest was captured and channeled by 
the teachers; I certainly don’t remember 
going for a treasure hunt in any of my Maths 
lessons!   
 
I am looking forward to supporting the 
School, Lindie and Nick in the development 
of the school’s facilities for future generations 
whilst maintaining and building upon the 
current secure financial position.  I’m sure it’ll 
be an interesting and exciting journey! 

 

Once qualified as a Doctor, I practised 
medicine across a number of South East and 
London hospitals before joining McKinsey 
and Company ( London and New York 
offices) advising governments, large 
corporations, and financial institutions on 
strategy and policy, focusing, in particular, on 
healthcare and digital technology. 
 

In 2010 I started my own digital health 
company which has grown to be the UK’s 
largest institutionally backed provider of 
virtual healthcare services covering millions 
of private and NHS patients in the UK as well 
as serving patients in over 100 different 
countries. 
 

I also have significant experience in the 
charity sector ( specifically fundraising) as a 
Board Director and advisor to the MTV 
Staying Alive Foundation ( the CSR arm of 
Viacom; one of the largest television 
networks in the world) that raises and 
deploys tens of millions of pounds per 
annum to promote and provide sexual health 
and mental health services to underserved 
and deprived parts of the globe ( including 
the UK). 
 

I was also part of the team that set up Health 
Aid UK- a charity that provides medical 
education to over 100k school Children in the 
poorest parts of Ghana and have been an 
advisor the government on international 
trade, specifically between the UK and India.  
 
I am keen to use my experience in 
supporting the school across a number of 
areas including technology, strategy, 
marketing and health and wellbeing; but 
mainly hope that the school children present 
and future will have the same joyful, care 
free and happy experiences that I enjoyed as 
a former pupil of Hazelwood.  
 
In my spare time I like to be with my young 
children as much as possible (Rohan and 
Maya - both at Hazelwood), travelling, 
reading, have the occasional glass of red 
wine and keeping my middle age spread to a 
minimum!! 
 
 
 

 

 



HPA 

Thirsty Thursday - Thursday 14th March - 7.30pm onwards - The Carpenters' Arms  
Come along for Wine and Chat.  All welcome!    
 

 

 

 

 



 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

         

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Year 2 – Buddhist Temple Visit (just waiting on confirmation of return time) 
 
Chapel Choir – Young Bohemia 2019 Tour/Prague 
Parent Letter & Information 
Kit List 
Electronic Device Agreement 
Medication Form 
 
REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Music and LAMDA Timetables will be uploaded every Friday as usual  
Year 7 reports will be live on the 1st March at 12pm to view ahead of Parents’ Evenings  
Year 8 Parents’ Evening Bookings close at 9.00 am on Monday, 4th March. 
 
Can Engraved cups from Final Assembly last term please be collected from Mrs 
Greenwood’s office as soon as possible? 
RETURN OF CUPS - Could any cups awarded at Final Assembly last Spring, please be 
returned to Mrs Greenwood after half-term (Rugby, Netball & Cross Country)? 
 

 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


 

 



 


