
 
 
 

 
 
A very warm welcome to the 2019 academic year to our returning, and to our newly arrived, 
families.  I have enjoyed listening to the many stories about the children’s summer holidays 
and all the myriad of adventures that they have enjoyed.  They are indeed very lucky young 
people, having access to so many opportunities and experiences. I am sure the term ahead 
will continue to propel them along the pathway of curiosity and discovery.   Already I have 
been impressed by the variety of activities that the staff have prepared; some of which are 
designed to settle our young learners into their new environment and routine. Others are 
intended to pick the learning baton up from where it was left last year and to continue, 
without pause, the progress and intent that was so evident throughout the whole of 2018-19.  
I have been equally bowled over by the attitudes of the children. Clearly delighted to be back 
amongst friends, they have focused from the off, showing a spirit of determination which is 
encouraging to see.  I look forward to being able to fill the pages of subsequent Nutshells 
with news and pictures of their very many endeavours and achievements.   
 
As it is already, this ‘week’s’ Nutshell (after only three days at school) is filled with images of 
summer holiday news including the changes brought about by our own teams, working hard 
through the holiday period. I thank them for their hard work and commitment.  The children 
always return to school to discover something new which prompts comment and excitement.  
Pictures of the BOX corridor wrap (featuriung the graphic logo designs of Years 6-8), the 

Welcome to all our new 2019 families.   
Your fabulous Hazelwood adventure starts here! 



refashioned Hazelwood Room and Chestnut’s own Yellow Brick Road appear later in this 
issue.   

 
 
I am delighted to welcome five new members of staff to the main school (we will welcome 
the Nursery new recruits in next week’s Nutshell).  From left to right (top row), Miss Hannah 
White joins us as an Assistant Tutor and Mrs Diane Watanabe brings her years of 
experience to Chestnut as a Y2 class teacher.  Along the bottom row, sandwiched between 
Oliver Paisley and Thomas Rady (both Assistant Tutors) is Mr Chris Cripps who joins 
Hazelwood from Handcross Park Prep School as our newly appointed Head of Pastoral.  We 
look forward to working with them all over the coming year and to getting to know them.  
They bring a wealth of knowledge and an abundance of ideas to the school which will 
benefit, support and entertain our children without a doubt!  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 

Our Y8 cohort have returned 
refreshed and full of expectation 
about what lies ahead for them 
during their final Hazelwood year.   
They are carrying their new bags 
with pride and maturity and getting 
used to the fact that they hold less 
clobber and so need to rely on 
superior powers of organisation to 
lighten their loads!  The new blazers 
arrive in October ahead of the 
switch to the winter uniform.  
Michelle and Oscar, Head Boy and 
Head Girl, sported them at Prize 
Giving and looked quite the part. 



 

 
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

Do please come along to the Senior Schools’ Fair TOMORROW from 9am (The BIG 
Debate takes place in the Bawtree Hall). Thirty of the nation’s top Independent Schools 
will be with us, looking forward to meeting you all.  Thank you for your support. 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been lovely to welcome back all of the term time children and all of the new starters 
here at HNEY. The last four days have flown by in a blur of messy play, outdoor fun and 
exploring the new rooms. As I have walked the site it has been clear to see that the children 
are really settling into their new environments. There have of course been a few tears, but 
the room staff have done a fabulous job in distracting the children with some wonderful 
activities that ensured these tears turned into smiles. I am very much looking forward to this 
year and seeing each and every child develop in their own unique way. Please see below for 
a pictorial round up of this week’s activities. Next week we will be back to normal with a 
written round up as well. 
 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Oak Curriculum evening on 
Monday 9th September at 7pm in the Paterson Hall or the Fledglings, Robins and Skylarks 
curriculum evening on Thursday 12th September a 7pm in the Paterson Hall. 
 
Reminders 
If your contact details or address have changed over the summer and you have not yet 
informed the office, please do so as a matter of urgency. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Robins 

Fledglings II 



  

 

 

 

  
 

Upper Robins 

 

 
Fledglings I 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Skylarks 



News from Hazelwood 

Do you or your business have any unwanted laptops? 
In 2018, Hazelwood School realised one of its long-standing ambitions to create a 
partnership with four schools in Tanzania.  The schools serve the communities of the 
Songwe District, one of the poorest, and educationally most challenged, areas of this African 
region. 
 
Since the partnership was established, the school has been able to send a group of nine 
teachers out to Africa on four separate occasions.  Our remit is to work with the teachers of 
the four schools in developing appropriate strategies for the enhancement and improvement 
of the teaching and learning.  The impact of our input has been striking with end of year 
assessment results, and school attendance, very much on the up.   
 

  
 
Battling against a difficult physical environment, starved of classroom resources and 
challenged by ever-increasing class sizes (the highest number of pupils in a class has 
topped 150 during one of our visits), the schools are determined to do the best by their 
children and their families. 
 
The exciting news from Songwe is that they now have, albeit limited, access to ICT 
provision. They do however lack the laptops to make it a meaningful addition to the 
curriculum for any significant number of children.  Hazelwood is committed to the project and 
will be striving to support their four schools in this encouraging endeavour.  Mr Hayes is 
amongst the team of teachers travelling to Tanzania during the October half term. It is hoped 
that he can share some of his ICT wisdom and experience in informing a relevant and 
pragmatic curriculum for the schools to follow and develop. 
 
We would love your help too in this matter.  If you have access to any unwanted laptops, 
either at home or at your place of work, that are looking for a new home, please email Nick 
Tappin on bursar@hazelwoodschool.com  We can arrange for them to be stripped down, 
making them ready for a new lease of life in Africa.  The staff and pupils of the schools of 
Maleza, Saza, Patamela and Mbangala would be most grateful for any support you are able 
to give. 
 

Asante 

sana! 
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Congratulations to 
our Year 7 scholars 
for the forthcoming 
year.  During the 
holidays, their 
names were added 
to the Roll of 
Honour above the 
Chapel Stairs.  Well 
done too to Jenny 
and Camilla who 
both completed 
their Open Water 
Dive Certificate 
having discovered 
their love of Scuba 
at the school’s after 
school club.    

For the love of chocolate! 
Year 2 were invited by Willy Wonka 
to a Curriculum Day filled with 
special activities to launch their half 
termly topic of CHOCOLATE. Over 
the course of the next few weeks the 
children will be investigating the 
science and history of chocolate, 
where chocolate comes from and 
how to design an award winning 
chocolate bar.  Today, however, they 
enjoyed baking and painting with 
chocolate.  They even got to munch 
their masterpieces.  Delicious!   

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the summer of site improvements  

The BOX Corridor Wrap 

Refurbished Hazelwood Room 



  

   

 

Follow the Yellow Brick Road into Chestnut 
where a warm welcome awaits from Hazelwood’s 
very own Dorothy (aka Mrs Morgan).  Who 
knows, next week, it may be the turn of the Tin 
Man, the Lion or the Scarecrow to make an 
appearance.  Fingers crossed the Wicked Witch 
of the West will keep away!   Now, more than 
ever, the Chestnut Building is a place filled with 
courage, hard-working grey cells and huge heart. 

On Friday in assembly, Mrs Louw shared a letter we had received from an 84-year old alumni.  It 
got the children thinking about the history of the school and the grit and resilience it showed 
during the World Wars.  So engaged were the children that a pin dropped by Mr Shepherd could 
be heard resonating throughout the Chapel. 

“I recollect I was quite the most junior of all the 28 (yes: 28!) pupils, (and that was my 

“school number”), when I arrived in May 1940, and I believe all or nearly all were 

boarders.  The drone pictures explain how the huge increase in numbers, even if now all day 

pupils, is accommodated. For what it is worth, the last window on the ground floor, on the left 

hand end of the terrace, was actually a dormitory, having been the Drawing room, in less 

martial times.  We chaps, who slept there, opened the French windows after lights out and 

when the noises started, and crowded on to the steps, and watched the Battle of Britain, from 

what was effectively a ringside seat.  
 

It was sad to see the Chapel gone.  I was a chorister for 8 years, and even on two occasions 

played the organ (rather badly, actually) at evensong. Of course the cricket field, (even 

though it had a fair slope to the south), was a sad loss, but a 20-fold increase in numbers 

occasions many sacrifices of historical sites.  
 

I wonder what happened to the concrete-lined hole in the ground, at the eastern end of the 

cricket field, which was filled with bright blue copper-sulphated water and served as a 

swimming pool: it is perhaps most notorious for being the breeding ground for the first 

serious outbreak of athletes’ foot in the country, as a result of the first batch of Canadian 

soldiers arriving and being billeted in the old Pavilion – bringing “tinea pedis” with them, 

and spreading it on wet concrete, during that long hot summer of 1940.  We all had red, or 

purple feet for ages, but I fear it was not really a cure. 
 

I shall have to try and come down “en visite”, despite being decrepit and having trouble 

walking.  I can still drive, thank goodness” 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy Memories from the 2018-19 Hazelwood School Prize Giving  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In order to equip the children with the capacity, belief and desire to engage with our 

fascinating past and their exciting potential, we need to look to the future - 

empowering children with the belief that they can be agents for change, armed with 

the tools to imagine themselves into a more humane, creative world.  

At Hazelwood we are working towards our children having the capacity to think, to 

apply knowledge, to empathise, to weigh up evidence, to consider consequences and 

to make informed choices.”               Lindie Louw, Prize Giving 2019 

 

 

 



Getting ready to go back to school can be a shock to our systems. Going from free and lazy 
unstructured days to getting everyone up, dressed, breakfasted and ready by what feels like 
crazy, early o'clock. Plus, all that pre-term stuff we've needed to get, sort, name, clean, 
organise in advance. It's as if we can almost watch the wonderful rest we gained from the 
hols seep out of us, as we edge towards feeling drained and frazzled again, before we've 
even started!!  
 

So how do we maintain our rested, peaceful holiday vibes, when there's suddenly a lot more 
to do and a very different daily structure?  
 

It is possible! Come and learn some mindfulness tools and ideas that can help you maintain 
peace and calm - even in the midst of chaos and busyness. Learn how to manage those 
tricky moments better. Eg. when you're already running late for school, a child announces en 
route they've forgotten their PE shoes for an important match today, there's a queue to get 
into the car park and you have an important Skype work call you haven't even prepared for 
starting in 25mins. How do we manage moments like these without actually exploding; both 
verbally and physically?!  
 

Come and dip your toe into the world of mindfulness and see for yourself in this one-off 
taster workshop.   
 

Contact susie.asli@gmail.com for booking.  I'm also offering an 8 week and a refresher 
course this term. See www.susieaslimindfulness.co.uk for more info.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wanted Piano Stools 
If you come across an 
unwanted piano stool whose 
purpose in life is not being 
fulfilled and it needs bringing 
back to full cheer by the 
sound of music, please get in 
touch with Mr Tappin Jnr.   

 

mailto:susie.asli@gmail.com
http://www.susieaslimindfulness.co.uk/


 
 
It was lovely see so many girls taking part in the pre-season hockey last week.  All the girls 
arrived with an excellent attitude and enjoyed getting back into playing hockey.  The Year 3 
took playing a new sport in their stride and all the other year groups enjoyed getting back 
into the swing of playing hockey. 
We are all looking forward to a wonderful season. 
 

  
 

 
  
Huge thanks to all the staff who gave up  
their time to come along and help. 
 
Clare Hardgrave, Head of Girls Games 
 

 



Oscar’s a poet, and now they know it!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The staff at Emily Jackson House, Sevenoaks had a lovely surprise when Oscar Nash, a 
young schoolboy from Hazelwood School, Oxted visited and read some poems to the 
residents of the House. Oscar had written a letter prior about visiting the House.  
 
His Grandpa, Lance Baron, has dementia like the other residents of the house; Oscar had 
read poems to his Grandpa who loves to listen to them. So, Oscar was inspired to read too 
others. Oscar arrived at Emily Jackson House on the July 17th where he read poems which 
included ‘Waiting for the Birdie and ‘Will you Love Me When I’m Old?’. Oscar’s feelings of 
the house were ‘It was a happy environment ‘and ‘I liked the calm and quiet atmosphere.’ 
Oscar read to many of the residents including George, a day resident and Ron a full time 
resident who very much enjoyed the poems. This act of kindness went towards Oscar’s 
HECA, and extra-curricular award at his school.  
 
On Oscar’s journey around the house he met two other volunteers helping out the elderly. 
Here is what Oscar said on his way out ‘I hope what I’ve done will kick start other children to 
help out the elderly in any way they can.’ The visit was organised through Kayla the 
Activities Co-ordinator at Emily Jackson House, Sevenoaks.  

 
Summer Reading 2019  
Thank you so much to all those pupils who have sent postcards into the library.  These are 
currently being displayed on the notice board outside the library.  I have really enjoyed 
reading about the books that your children have been reading over the holidays.  Children 
who have sent in postcards will be rewarded with housepoints!  If you also have photos of 
your children reading books in strange places in the holidays again, please send them in so 
that I can display these and award house points.  
 

All Summer Reading Challenge forms need to be given to the library by Monday 16th 
September.  Forms not in by then will not be counted and your children will not earn the 
deserved 3 house points for completing the challenge.   
 

Sevenoaks Young Readers Festival 2019 
The Sevenoaks Young Readers Festival is in its second year and will be held on Saturday 
21st September.  It is a great opportunity to meet some much loved authors and hear about 
why they write, what inspires them as well as revealing their new books.  Hazelwood School 
is supporting the event and we would love to see as many children from our school attend 
this wonderful event.  Full details will appear in next week’s Nutshell. 
  
Thank you    Nicki Wisniewski and Lynsey Layton, The Librarian 

 
 

 



HPA 

 

 

The HPA (Hazelwood Parents' Association) has a busy term of events ahead and is 
meeting at the Carpenters Arms on Monday at 8pm to start planning these.  Please 
come along if you would like to be more involved.  We would welcome any offers of 
help!  If you would like to find out more, please email Annabel Georgiou on 
hpa@hazelwoodschool.com.   
 

mailto:hpa@hazelwoodschool.com


News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

         

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 

Dear Parents,  

The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

COMMUNICATIONS:  

Year 7 - Camp Out & Walk  
Years 3-5 - Food Technology Lessons  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

Can we please remind all parents to not block any empty spaces along the hedgerow when 
you drop off in the morning  

Years 1-5 Lower School Information Evening - all replies required by 5pm today. The link is 
https://forms.gle/4CCCg88BwaL1UHKY9 

Year 7 - Please urgently return your GDPR forms to the School Office  

Year 8 boys and girls - HPV Vaccinations are next Tuesday.  Please ensure you have 
consented on the following link www.surreyimmunisations.co.uk using the code SR125386 

LAMDA - the new LAMDA room is now in the Chestnut Building  

Walking Home Notice  
As we begin a new term and your child is walking to/from school, we require a letter of 
authorisation for the new academic year including a note as to which days they will be on 
foot and whether morning and afternoon.  It is important the pupils inform a member of staff 
on car parking duty that they are leaving the site.  

Please include in the letter whether your child will have a mobile phone for safety reasons 
and note that this must be dropped into Mrs Powell in the school office before registration 
and collected at the end of the school day.   Under no circumstances should phones be kept 
in lockers or school bags.   If the pupil is participating in a club the phone will be given to the 
member of staff taking the club and returned at the end of the Club. As the evenings draw in 
it is advised that the situation of all children walking home will be reviewed as they will be 
walking across an unlit West Heath.  Please inform the office if your child is no longer 
walking home so we may keep an updated list.   Thank you. 

CUPS  
Those awarded at Prize Giving/Final & Sport Assemblies that were returned for engraving 
before the end of term are now ready to collect from Mrs Greenwood’s office.   

If your child was awarded a cup at the end of last term that has not yet been engraved and 
you would like the school to arrange, please hand into Mrs Greenwood’s office by Friday, 6 
September.  Engraving is charged at 56p per letter/numeral and added to your end of term 
account. 
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HAZELWOOD SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE - CALLING ALL ALTO, TENOR and BASS 
SINGERS - WE NEED YOU!  

The Adult Choir is an integral part of our annual Carol Service, which will be held this year at 
Tonbridge School Chapel on Tuesday, 10th December.  The Choir is taken by Mrs Louw and 
weekly rehearsals will start after half-term on Thursdays from 5.00 - 5.45 pm in the 
Chapel.  If you can spare some time and would like to join the Choir for this years’ service, 
please email to headspa@hazewoodschool.com before half-term.  We do understand that 
Choir members may not be able to attend all rehearsals due to work commitments and 
printed music will be provided.  Mrs Louw looks forward to hearing from you! 

 
 

FOR SALE 

Pre-owned clarinet for sale 
Buffet-Crampon B10 Bb Clarinet 
Very good condition 
Comes with its own case 
Only £120 (purchased last year for £175) 
Please contact Elizabeth on 07464 768 693 
 

Jupiter Beginners Flute for Sale 
In excellent condition, has not had much use.  
Comes with hard and soft case and cleaning rod. 
Model: jfl511e ii 
Price: 170 
Mobile: 07510 490375 
Email: arriscecily@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edenbridge RFC 

every Sunday 10-

12. All welcome 

including Minis 

U5-U11. 
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