Happy New Year and welcome back to a Spring Term of inspired teaching and focused
learning which whilst being delivered remotely for the time being, will nonetheless fill the
pages of the Nutshell with great stories and pictures to enjoy. Such coverage will also bear
witness to the Hazelwood community doing what it does best; coming and pulling together
through challenging times for the individual and greater good of its pupils, staff and their
families. This issue of The Nutshell will not overburden you with words; there has inevitably
been a surfeit of these over the last few days as the school went from setting up its own Test
Centre (not an easy undertaking!) to reigniting its Remote Learning Programme. Instead,
given that we are only two-and-a-half days into term, this week’s Nutshell will bring you
pictures which more than demonstrate the speed and efficacy with which staff and pupils
have responded to the challenges they face; of working remotely or of keeping the Nursery
open to the delight of parents and children. The whole community should be thanked and
be proud of their response to Monday’s announcement. May everyone keep everything
crossed that firstly the planned vaccination programme hits the anticipated numbers bringing
rates of infection, hospitalisation and deaths under control and that secondly pupils are
allowed to return to school at the earliest and safest opportunity.
Enjoy your weekends and take care of your families.

Year 2’s study of Ancient Egypt got under way with a fabulously flamboyant Creative
Curriculum Day on Friday. Staff and children ZOOMED into their live lessons dressed as
their favourite characters from the land of pyramids, camels and sarcophagi ready to
explore the tales of Puerile Pharaohs, of Sly Sphinx and of Menacing Mummies. Mr Tappin
Jnr managed to keep a toilet roll on his chin for the time it took for a camel to walk the whole
length of the River Nile.
Welcome to all our new families who have joined the Hazelwood community for the start of
the spring term. Not the sort of welcome, or start to your Hazelwood adventure, we had
hoped or envisaged. We hope that there will be opportunities galore soon presented to
extend a warm, face-to-face welcome to you all!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years

To all our staff working in their very many and varied roles across the Nursery site. It is
great to be able to keep the Nursery open and available to our families, many of whom
would not be able to continue their essential work without access to the childcare you
provide. You are all going above and beyond and in keeping yourselves safe, you are
safeguarding the health and well-being of the children in your care. This week has been
filled with children, delighted to be back with their Key Workers and amongst friends, whose
faces have lit up the challenging start to 2021.

The children in Fledglings II have paid a timely
and topical visit to hospital for their week’s
activities.
They have assumed the roles of
Doctor, Nurse and Consultant Anesthetist as they
explored and enjoyed a ward full of activities
linked to the worlds of My Body, Health and
Medical Care. From finding hidden bones in
messy play to creating an arts and craft
ambulance there were no emergency calls to be
made. Indeed their focus and enjoyment was just

what the doctor ordered!
Amongst the children, there
were encouraging signs of a
room filled with budding
healthcare
professionals.
There were signs of great
teamwork and collaboration as
the children navigated the
hospital small world with many
real-life scenarios being acted
out and investigated.

Life as a Robin this week has been slightly chilly. Not because the heating had opted to
pack up over the festive break but rather because this week’s activities have been designed
to mirror the first flurries of flakes which fell over Oxted on Monday. Both Upper and Lower
Robins have donned imaginary mittens, hats and scarves to immerse themselves in a world
of counting snowmen, polar icescapes and puffy paint polar bears.

How High Can you Go?

These
budding engineers, architects and explorers in
Lower Robins are hoping that their geo blocks will
reach as high and as wide as the largest polar
bear in the North Pole.

News from Hazelwood

….to Bella P who just before Christmas was extremely excited when she heard the news
that she had won the Friends of Limpsfield Common Christmas Card Design Competition.
Topping the 4-7 age group, Bella was doubly delighted to discover that the society had
chosen her winning design to be made into an e-card! Well done Bella.
….to all our LAMDA candidates
who were the first to take their exams remotely
via ZOOM.
Performing on ZOOM takes a
different kind of flair and courage particularly
having practised all term in front of a live
audience.
Miss Bovingdon was delighted to receive the
news that ALL sixteen children had been
awarded a Distinction for their clearly formidable
efforts.
Well done to Ollie N, Scarlett L, Isabelle H, Mia
McE, Emilia WS, Holly B, James E, Genevieve E,
Felicity M, Charlotte C, Chloe S, Eliot W, Isabella
V, Sophia B, Jacob B and Henry P.

Happy New Year to all. Our dance lessons are back online again via Zoom and we would
love to invite our Hazelwood students to join us. We have lessons suitable for all ages, from
Robins to Year 8. We also have a variety of adult classes including fitness classes taking
place in the evening. For more information and to book your place, please email
hazelwooddance@gmail.com
Miss Emma and Miss Becky

Year 3 began their exploration of the Rainforest with a Creative Curriculum Day on
Wednesday. There was plenty of enthusiasm and some wonderful costumes on show.
With the temperatures taking a turn for the worse outside, the children are looking
forward to feeling the sun on their backs as they forage in the lush vegetation on the hunt
for birds, insects and mammals of the exotic kind.

“Excellent HIIT session with Mrs H. I said to my
husband - Hazelwood is the SAS of remote
learning. Whole team is just incredible. Thank you.”

The Sports Department have set a
challenge for everyone (including
staff) to run, walk, cycle and exercise
ourselves and our forms around the
world. Every Kilometre counts.
This will run alongside the PE,
Swimming and Live sessions.
So far this week we have hundreds of
children on live Yoga, HITT and body
strengthening
sessions. Oak
and
Chestnut enjoyed an active story
adventure.
Keep the photos, videos and
enthusiasm going.
It brightens the Sports Department
day to see the children so active and
energetic.

Mrs Keaton’s Year 2 class walk and talk like an Egyptian. Mr Hayes follows up on his
starring role in the Dance Flash Mob by striking quite a pose in the ‘sand dance’!

Tanzanian Schools Perform well and show progress
Whilst we have been disappointed not to be able to visit the four schools in the Songwe
region of Tanzania, the staff and pupils remain in our thoughts. Mrs Phillimore is developing
plans and liaising with staff in Africa to both send resource and to connect the children as
soon as we are able. In the meantime, it was pleasing to hear that our involvement in the
schools, alongside that of Shanta Gold, is having an impact on the quality of teaching and
learning. Driving up exam results and giving these students the opportunity to go onto further
education was the primary objective of the partnership when it was first established.
National Standard 7 results were announced in November and schools surrounding NLGM
performed very well. The high pass rate is partly attributable to Shanta’s education support
particularly on infrastructure and the involvement of UK Hazelwood School’s vocational
teachers which have come together to improve the morale and teaching standards in the
community schools.
o Patamela Primary School – All 21 pupils passed; total population is about 3,000
people.
o Maleza Primary School – All 18 pupils passed; total population is about 6,000 people.
o Mbangala Primary School – All 21 pupils passed; total population is about 7,600
people.
o Saza Primary School – About 99 pupils passed, equivalent to 72%; total population is
about 8,430 people.
And finally…..

The last word of this inaugural Nutshell goes to Sebastian in 4W. The children were talking
about their New Year Resolutions and hopes for the future. Many of the children were
committed to spending more time with their families (clearly having enjoyed two lockdowns
already) whilst others wanted to be able to go outside without feeling frightened about the
threat of COVID. Young Seb, however, summed up the mood of the nation with his pithy
response to the question,

The Best Part of Last Year…..

……..The End!

Happy New Year Seb. You’re right; things can only get better!

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Return to School Letter 5/1/20
Additional Information – Oak, Years 1 & 2, Years 3-8
Remote Learning Pupil Guide
Year 8 Baking Elective (sent to individual pupils) – consent required by 8/1/21
Year 7 Baking Elective (sent to individual pupils) – consent required by 8/1/21
REMINDERS/NOTICES
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Term Dates are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & Admissions and will be
updated in the near future.
CONTACT INFORMATION DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE
All absences (Critical Worker children and RLP pupils) should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
All general enquiries – RLP/ICT issues/other should be reported to
lockdown@hazelwoodschool.com
Critical Worker Staff Contact for emergencies
07444 723032 or 07827 687874
Year 4 - Senior School Information Evening – Thursday, 14 January please reply using the
link below if you have not yet replied and wish to attend. Meeting details will be sent out
early next week. https://forms.gle/ieb7xyR4fp3mJdh8A
TED PROJECT WINTER 2020 'JOURNEYS'
Years 1-7 (optional for Year 7) - deadline for completion of projects is the first day after
February half-term.
DANCE CLASSES
Firstly we would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and hope you all had a
good Christmas. Please find attached our dance zoom timetable which has details of class
days and times. Fees for all zoom classes are detailed on the timetable. We will be charging
for a block of five lessons. Payments can be made online (bank details on timetable) and
please use pupils' names as reference. We would ask for payment to be made for the full 5
weeks of lessons. Term resumes from this Saturday 9th January for 5 weeks.
Once payment has been received, zoom codes will be sent. Please email
hazelwooddance@gmail.com for any further information. We will also be recording the
classes so if the times attached are not suitable we can send a recording instead.
Keep dancing everyone and stay safe. Best wishes. Becky & Emma

ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments and senior school visits during the
RLP, should be made using https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.

