There are occasions when keeping 2m apart simply isn’t possible. On such
occasions, it’s important to make sure you are following other precautions; be
outside, distance yourself from others and mix only with those in your bubble. Such
was the advice followed by our Year 7 pupils as they enjoyed their postponed teambuilding trip to Blacklands Activity Centre earlier in the week. Set against a
backdrop of blue skies and a fresh green tree canopy, the children threw
themselves into and off a range of activities including rock and wall climbing and the
leap of faith. Not much sleep was had by the children, and therefore the teachers,

and there were a few exhausted batsmen and women, bowlers and fielders when the
children arrived back ahead of Wednesday afternoon matches. However, all agreed that a
terrific time had been had by all and that the time spent in the sun and each other’s company
had been well worth the wait. Organising such a trip in ‘normal’ times is time consuming
enough. The added application and attention to every detail required in these challenging
times, makes the task all the more demanding. Thanks go to everyone who played their part
in making the trip such a success.

Mixed emotions were running high amongst our Year 8
cohort this week. They started off the week on edge as
their Common Entrance final examinations demanded
their focus and energies. Three days of assessments in
which to show themselves and their chosen Senior
Schools just how much they have grown and developed
over the full duration of their Hazelwood adventure.

When Thursday lunchtime arrived, and the exam invigilator announced it was time to put
pens down and to close exam papers, there was a collective release of breath and a
palpable ripple of excitement. It was all over. Let the fun and celebrations begin……

The children are to be commended for so much over their time at Hazelwood but in
particular their resolve and close friendships over the past eighteen months have allowed
them to make the most of their Upper School experience in spite of the pandemic. Deprived
of some of their normal opportunities to lead and to influence, they have found other ways to
present an example that younger pupils can look up to. They have continued to channel
their energies and their creativity for the good of the school and have worked hard in pursuit
of well-deserved Senior School Places, awards and scholarships. Mrs Louw was the first to
congratulate them and to reward them with a visit from an ice cream van; a welcomed
chance to cool down in the hot weather after a morning of heated examinations! Previously,
she had spoken to them about feeding the good inside. On this occasion, she was giving
them licence to feed in quite a different way with something equally good! Well done Year 8.
You have made yourselves and the School very proud as individuals and as ambassadors
for a school that will be sad to see you go at the end of term.

Before the traditional Leavers’ Programme begins in earnest next week with the week-long
residential in Dorset, the pupils were treated to a Tequila Sunrise mocktail with their launch
on Thursday ahead of a Friday morning of camouflage and laser quest. Needless to say
Mrs Brighting and Mr Jarvis were the favoured targets!!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
Summer has finally arrived. With sun-screen applied and hats on, the outside spaces have
been a hive of activity this week. The stage has been put in place for the Summer Concert
rehearsals and the eventual recordings in the coming weeks. It has been lovely to hear the
children singing their hearts out and filling the site with joy.

The rooms have also been busy following their topics this week, please see below for a full
round up and some extra pictures of the children completing the ‘Random Acts of Wildness’
as part of the Wildlife Trust’s, 30 Days Wild.
We have been having a busy week in F1, the children have been energetic and very vocal.
Supporting our topic, The Rainbow Fish, we have made some wonderful fish shaped
laminates filled with colourful collage pieces. We have also used bright blue play dough, with
cutters to encourage fine motor skills. As the weather has been so warm, we have offered
the children water play, filling the tray with bubbles and fish, plastic ones only!
It is with a heavy heart we have to say goodbye to Megan this week as she heads off to
Birmingham to begin a new chapter in her life. Megan will be very much missed by the
children and staff alike. We wish her lots of luck, love and exciting times ahead in her new
role.

Fledglings 2 have had a ROAR-some week as we explored the topic of DINOSAURS! We
started the week with a walk to the wigloo to look for dinosaurs and to stomp around. We
turned our role play area into a dinosaur cave which the children have loved exploring, we
have even made a giant dinosaur for the children to include in their play. The dinosaurs
made their way into the garden too and needed a wash which the children happily helped
them with, and we even found some Dino-eggs that the children had to match together!
Towards the end of the week we used dinosaurs in paint to create footprints and the children
had a go at identifying some numbers and trying to count out the amount of dinosaurs to
match!

This week in Lower Robins our
topic has been pirates. The
children have been very
creative making pirate ships out
of shapes, telescopes, and
paper plate pirates. They have
also played some treasure
chest memory games. As part
of the 30 day wild activities, we
have created a natural work of
art, collected daisies to make a
daisy chain and been on a
colour hunt around the Early
Years site.

The Upper Robins’ children have engaged in, and greatly enjoyed, a multitude of activities
centred around the topic of Pirates this week. Apart from practising our ship themed Summer
concert songs, we have also flown the ‘Jolly Roger’ flag in our garden as we checked on the
progress of approaching pirates through both our large telescope and individually made
ones too. We had great fun discovering treasure in the water tray and embedded in
the ice, and then using the most appropriate tools and equipment to transfer the necklaces,
gems and coins to safer places.

The children then negotiated a treasure trail on the tennis courts, highlighting
their understanding of simple prepositions and the ability to follow instructions on a map, to
eventually uncover more treasure in the large sand pit. We used our pencil control to colour
in the features of our pirate treasure maps and then used moistened tea bags and scissors
to stain and snip them, in an effort to make them look old and worn. The children then tested
their gross motor movements by first ‘walking the plank’ on the ground and then extending
this by doing the same at a higher level alongside the outdoor pirate ship. We have also
participated in the 30 Days Wild initiative, noticing many of the features of our natural

environment, and last week the children watched in wonder as we successfully released our
butterflies into the wild.

Habari from Skylarks! This week has all been about Africa, where we have been exploring
the sounds drums make and made our very own maracas. There has been lots of outdoor
play where we have been using sticks to make our own lion’s head. There has been lots of
excitement when looking at the pictures and videos from the school trip to Tanzania. The
favourite active has been the children have been able to guess the sounds of the African
animals. We have also been exploring the map of Africa and there has been lots of messy
play using beans, lentils and rice.

The children have enjoyed our 30 days wild challenges and have had fun threading daisies
to make necklaces and we looking for lots of coloured objects around the garden to make a
nature rainbow.

News from Hazelwood
From Australia to Zanzibar: it’s all in a day’s learning for Year 4
Year 4 enjoyed a lovely way to start the term with the launch of their International Topic. The
children took part in various activities, learning all about Japan from Mrs Watanabe ,
sampling delicious food and using chopsticks. They also took a journey around the world
researching different countries flags and created some Aboriginal style art.
In the afternoon the children made dens and ate American style Hot-Dogs around the fire-pit.
They made full use of the Outdoor Box and demonstrated fantastic teamwork and
collaboration.

Year 7 Residential: Blacklands Farm Activity Centre

Thanks very much for
confirming! My son is a
huge fan of Fun Club
and loves getting to
know older children too.
Please pass on my
thanks to all the Fun
Club team. It’s a huge
help having the holiday
care for my work days.
The long hours mean I
can properly get my
work done without being
disturbed.
Knowing he is happy
makes me worry less
and have less work guilt
during
the
school
holidays.

The Resident's at Ridgeway Manor would like to say a big thank you to the children for
their sunshine pictures we received today. We have put them up around our home for all
to enjoy, the pictures sure put a smile on their faces.
Thank you to everyone involved in Fun Club.
The kids had a blast during May half-term
and hence I would like to book for the
Summer.

Thanks for a brilliant half term fun club.
Once again, my daughter had such a
great time.

Year 3’s David Attenborough half termly project got underway
with a day of adventure and exploration, moving from inside the

classroom to the Outdoor BOX. Through the course of their investigations, the children
will consider the different biomes found around the world and examine the animals,
plants and climates that each boasts. They will look for commonalities and differences
and conjecture as to what drives both. Mr MacDougal was impressed with the way in
which the children embraced the early challenges. He is confident that many will emerge
as zoological pretenders to Mr Attenborough’s crown!

Year 5 do the Lambeth Walk in style!
Year 5 ended the first half of the Summer Term with a fabulous day of art, dance, movie
making and cooking to consolidate their World War II topic. Dressed the part as evacuees,
children arrived ready to board their classroom trains bound for safety in the country. With
help from a mixture of Lower School Staff who represented the families required to take
evacuee children into their homes, we re-enacted the child selection process, whereby some
children were chosen and others were not. Thankfully, we managed to find a home for each
child as our flexible staff extended their housing capacity! Using the Outdoor BOX as their
backdrop, the children made black and white silent movies showing the events of evacuation
and emotions involved. Back in the classroom, children immersed themselves in a variety of
artistic activities: collage, oil pastels and watercolours were just some of the techniques used
to create effective backgrounds for their soldier sketching, evacuee portraits and London
skylines, complete with searchlights. After lunch, the children put a spring in their steps when
working in partners to learn The Lambeth Walk dance. To end the day, the
children investigated rationing by making carrot cupcakes and created Anderson air
raid shelters using a variety of mixed materials. A wonderful day full of creativity,
imagination, empathy and great teamwork was enjoyed by children and teachers alike!

Mrs Phillimore and the Hazelwood Maths Department
delighted to have awarded their second trophy of the
year to another ONE MILLION Coin earner. Following
on from the success of Tom P in Year 5, Henry BH,
also in Year 5 has joined this elite group of ttrockers.
Well done Henry on your Platinum certificate and trophy.
Also achieving their ttrockstar award certificates are:
Ben P, Y3 (Gold)
Ella J Y2 (Gold)
Esmee M Y3 (Gold)
Jack M Y3 (Silver)
Charles JT Y3 (Bronze)
There is still time to play for a place in top three in your group, particularly with the ttrockstar
Interhouse Competition coming up shortly. Watch out for the heats in your maths class
soon!
Partners in Rhyme
This week Years 1 and 5 came together to initiate a Literary Project which will see them
working in close collaboration. Year 1 chose an animal and were then partnered with a child
from Year 5. Leading on from a discussion between co-writers, Year 5 are going to create a
book for their partner using prose or poetry or a secret animal language hitherto unspoken
by the human tongue! Year 1 are very much looking forward to meeting with the Year 5
again to see how the literary masterpieces are shaping up.

Staffing Update
We will be very sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Pinder at the end of this term. We wish her and
her family the very best as they relocate to Suffolk after nearly eight years as members of
the Hazelwood Community. Mrs Pinder has been a huge support to a number of children
over that time, in her roles with both the SEN Department and as Head of Geography and
will be very much missed by the staff team. I am sure you will join me in wishing the Pinder
family every success and much enjoyment in their future ventures.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Oak-Year 8 - Parent Update Letter
Year 8 - End of Term Events Letter - rsvp by Friday, 18 June
Year 8 - Year 8 Performers Summer Concert Letter -rsvp by Friday, 18 June
Years 3-7 Leavers’ Letter - rsvp by Friday, 18 June
Oak-Year 8 - Summer Holidays Fun Club (Emailed) - reply by 5pm Monday, 14 June
Year 8 - Residential & Leavers’ Programme Information
Year 5 - Year 5-6 Transition Information Session - rsvp by Friday, 18 June
Year 4 - Year 4-5 Transition Information Session - rsvp by Friday, 18 June
Year 1 - Year 2 September Stringbabies Programme - replies to
tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday, 25 June
REMINDERS/NOTICES
PRIZE GIVING & END OF YEAR CUPS/AWARDS 2020
Please return cups awarded last summer to Mrs Greenwood (via pupils) by Friday, 11 June
(engraved and polished if possible, please) so that they may be prepared for 2021
recipients. Thank you.
YEAR 4 PLAY PHOTOGRAPHS & DVD/DIGITAL DOWNLOAD
Photographs will be made available on the Parents’ section of the School website over halfterm. DVD’s/Digital download can also be requested via aa@hazewoodschool.com by the
end of term. Costs for photographs/DVD as advised separately to Year 4 parents will be
added to end of term accounts.
WALKING ON SUNSHINE - dates to bring in Hoodies
Years 3 & 4 - bring in hoodies each Monday and leave at school for the week
Year 5 - Friday 18th June
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions (please note revised HNEY return 4/1/22).
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry/Sylvia - 07901 377692 or Gary - 07760 862728
WATER BOTTLES & SUN CREAM
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle - it is
particularly important that they do not forget these during the warmer weather. In hopeful
anticipation that the current lovely weather will be staying with us, a reminder that sun cream
should be applied before the children come to school and that they should have with them a
white/very plain sun cap.
RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOL MARCH 2021
Please refer to this document, published on 2 March 2021 and available on PIP, for any

current information regarding your child’s return to school from 8 March 2021. The current
updated Risk Assessment document is also available to view on the School website. The
Head’s pre-return to summer term email of 15/4 also refers.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Miss Roberts in the School Office
on schoolsec@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register or if
there are changes to current details held. Please give details of the days your child will be
walking home, whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are
shorter. Please note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and
handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school
day. At the end of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is
leaving the school site and the phone collected.
GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER
Please remember water bottles and during the warmer weather white/very plain sun cap
(and application of sun cream before arriving at school).
YEARS 1 & 2 - pupils should come into school in Games kit on their respect Games day Year 1 Tuesday / Year 2 Thursday.
YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit.
YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Friday - trainers only,
change in classroom before the lesson.
YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit.
YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT
For the longer Games lessons all pupils will need Hazelwood White PE tops, white shorts
(boys), blue skorts (girls) and white sport socks to go with their full tracksuit. Suitable sport
trainers, not leisure trainers must be worn. A reminder that watches and swatches should be
removed for PE and Games lessons and those pupils with stud earrings will also be asked to
remove these for their lessons.
For Years 3 & 4 boys, cricket whites will be optional and for Years 5-8 boys encouraged,
later in the year.
On single Games and PE lesson days when pupils arrive at school in full uniform, they
should be wearing their school shoes and bring trainers in a bag.
YEARS 3-8 GIRLS
On PE and single Games lesson days, please come to school wearing school skort under
uniform.
SWIMMING – Oak-Year 5 pupils have returned to usual timetabled lessons.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6

TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
SCHOOL CAR PARK
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best. A reminder that the maximum speed limit
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to
walk through the woods. We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and
onto the road.
MUSIC LESSONS
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution.

