“A big thank you for all your hard work in getting the
children back to school safely. I appreciate it must
have been a challenging time getting everything
organised. Hazelwood has been brilliant throughout
lockdown and continue to display excellence. Much
appreciated.”

This momentous week belongs to the children of Hazelwood School who returned on
Monday to light up the corridors and classrooms of the school after almost three months
away. It was so good to see and to hear them and to witness their joy at being reunited with
their friends and teachers. It was also reassuring to see how quickly they have embraced

being back in the classrooms and to share feedback from staff about how well they are doing
and how few gaps there are in their learning. I extend my apologies to our Year 7 and 8
pupils for whom the shine was slightly taken off their ‘homecoming’ by Mock exams and
lateral flow testing. I promise we will find ways of making it up to you.

So the pages of this week’s Nutshell are filled with few words from me with pictures, instead,
given the chance to share the collective delight at being back together in the sunshine, wind
and rain. Welcome back everyone!

A massive thank you to the staff of Hazelwood. I cannot
imagine how stressful the last twelve months must have been
for the team, particularly the management. Adapting to
government educational announcements at incredibly short
notice, whilst worrying about the well being of the Hazelwood
team and trying to look after your own families must be
incredibly tough.

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years

The beginning of the week gave everybody hope that Spring was well and truly on its way,
however the latter part of the week was a little soggy. The weather has not dampened spirits
and the rooms have been full of happy and engaged children. I have been delighted with
how the Oak children have settled back into School life and the sound of laughter and joy
coming from the classrooms and has brightened up everyone’s days, even if the sun has
refused to shine.

Fledglings 1 have had a happy
week with lots of creative activities
including making Mother’s Day
cards, printing flowers using
recycled tubes cut horizontally and
independently painting using pastel
colours. We have been on the
terrace in the sunshine (when it
shone), planting sunflower seeds
and sharing our topic book “A
Seed in Need.” Our newest child to
join Fledglings 1 is settling in
beautifully.

A fantastic week has been had by all in Fledglings 2. Our focus has been on the story of
Goldilocks and The 3 Bears. The children have enjoyed creating the characters from the
story for our display board and we have been doing lots of matching- from colours to sizes.
They have enjoyed listening to the story of Goldilocks and The 3 Bears and using our role
play area for pretend play, making porridge. At the beginning of the week, the children
enjoyed the sunshine by playing in the garden and towards the end of the week, we
explored the 3 Bears’ house!

This week the children in Lower Robins have been enjoying all things related to spring. On
Tuesday, the children made the most of the gorgeous weather and loved exploring the
grassy area and being able to use their gross motor skills. They practised their running
using, kicking a football together with their friends and teachers and climbing the wall/sliding

down on the slide. The children have also been learning about what happens in springtime,
noticing the flowers staring to bloom. Finally, they have been busy making a special
something for their mummies ready for Sunday.
Painting with celery!

The dinosaurs are coming!! The Upper Robins’ children delighted in this week’s topic
focusing on all things Prehistoric. From creating imaginative scenarios around the ‘small
world’ dinosaurs to discovering fossils in the paleontology tray, the children
remained fascinated by these giant creatures of the past. All children showed the ability to
follow instructions carefully as they created their T.Rex skeletons using pasta tubes to
represent the bones and some made an individual stegosaurus, carefully selecting the
letters to spell out their name on the dinosaur’s spiky back. We made marks outlining the
letters of our name using the dinosaurs’ feet and tried to correctly assemble pictures
of bones to replicate a dinosaur skeleton. Our cave doubled up as a quiet place to look at

both fiction and non-fiction dinosaur books and a place to hide from imaginary dinosaurs! We
practised our letter sounds by matching dinosaur egg halves to the appropriate object and
still had time to learn some new songs at circle time and make mummy something special
for Mothering Sunday.

Wow haven’t we grown! In Skylarks this week,
we have been exploring the topic of growing
up. We have been talking about all the
different things that grow and how much we
have changed since we were babies. There
has been much excitement at guessing who
was who in the baby photos and looking at
how much we have grown! Thank you for
emailing them in. Mrs Fryer did a great music
lesson which incorporated this theme and we
were able to use instruments and movement
to represent growth. Skylarks have been using
rulers to explore different sizes and were able
to cut and stick the stages of growing up. We
have also been busy with Mother’s Day cards
where we have been able to show off our
name writing skills and were able to talk about
why we love our mummy’s so much.

Oak RSW were thrilled to back in their classroom on Monday. The children came in with
beaming smiles and headed off to the many activities on offer like they had never been
away. It was wonderful to hear laughter and chatter filling the room and spilling out into the
corridors and onto the decking.
In the morning, some of the children enjoyed exploring their new reading corner with the
class TA, Mrs Crosse. The special wipe down cushions made the corner a safe and cozy
space for sharing the new superhero books. After the huge progress made during the RLP,
many of the children were able to read books themselves as well as listen to stories read by
others.
The children also enjoyed making super vegetables from the story ‘supertato’ in the craft
area, building on their cutting and joining skills to make masks, arms and capes. Outside, the
children made superhero masks and dens and explored the jobs of some real life
superheroes in the Oak surgery role play area. Miss Wilson has never had her temperature
checked and her legs bandaged so many times in one day!
In the afternoon, all of the children went down to the playground to take advantage of the
sunshine and the wonderful outdoor space. Working in pairs, they chalked around
themselves and turned themselves into superheroes with capes, masks and special skills.
Some of the superheroes had force fields around them and some even had some enemies
sneaking up behind them. The children collaborated brilliantly, remembering to take turns,
share and listen to each other’s ideas.
We are looking forward to more super learning next week!

News from Hazelwood
Can this really be maths? Mrs Phillimore looks back at Y6’s final RLP burst of learning
Benefiting from much improved weather, Year 6 had the opportunity to take their maths
outside in the final week of the Remote Learning Programme (or inside if they preferred).
Measuring a distance between 2 points, Year 6 than hopped, crawled, jogged, ran or
sprinted between those points for 60 seconds.
Apart from the measuring, ‘where is the maths?’ you might ask. With Year 6 learning about
speed, distance and time, they were able to collate and convert their results, to calculate
their average speed per activity in metres per second, metres per minute and km/h.
Top speed for the crawlers was Leonid P at rapid 5.5km/h, whilst Eva T topped the hoppers
at 6.5km/h.

Hoppers also included Annabel I, whom
we welcomed to our Hazelwood
community after half term and can be
seen here getting fully involved.

Amongst the joggers and
sprinters, Oscar J produced a
notable performance along his
landing, although Dibbe E,
running to his goal post,
pipped Henry D for the fastest
outdoor time of 13.8km/h

However, the plaudits for the overall quickest Year 6 time of the morning
must be given to the very energetic Mr Charles Deacon. Taking a few
moments away from work, he pulled Bea on the green tractor at an
impressive average speed of 4m/s or 14.4 km/h.
In his own words, ‘Another memorable lockdown moment!’
Year 6 (and Mr D!)

Well done

Hazelwood School Uniform Shop
Thanks once again to all parents for your patience whilst we try and adjust how we make
uniform available to you through the school shop in a COVID-safe way. Please take a look at
the following information:
For this term, we will prioritise Summer dresses as girls change into these after Easter. If
you have any dresses that your daughter has outgrown, please do send them in as soon as
possible as our stock is very low at the moment! This will enable us to fulfil requests, and we
may even be able to help you with the next size up more quickly. Unfortunately due to
volume and available space in the shop, we are currently unable to source grey trousers and
blue shirts. However these can be bought from any high street retailer (online) quite easily.
When choosing grey trousers, please select ‘charcoal’ or ‘dark grey’.
1. Buying items from the shop
If you would like to buy anything from the shop, please complete this
form: http://bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. When we receive your request, we will then look for
your items as soon as we can get access to the shop. If we have the items you have
requested, we will bag them up and send you a payment request via text that will come from
SumUp. As soon as payment is made, we will send the bag of items home with your child. If
we don’t have the items you need, we will let you know. Due to the volume of requests being
received, we are afraid that we can’t run a waiting list at the moment.
2. Donating items to the shop
To donate items at the moment - please label your garments as usual, and place in a tied
bag, labelled ‘Hazelwood School Shop’ and hand to a member of staff at morning drop off.
These will then be taken to the shop for us.

If you haven’t donated to the shop before, we sell your items for you and will pay you 70% of
the sale price (30% goes to the HPA). To sell items, please label each garment with a ticket
from the attached form (up to condition - we will add condition and price). When your item
sells, we will pay your 70% in the form of a credit on the next term’s school fees bill. If you
would like to donate 100% to the HPA that’s great - please just bag up your items and we
will do the rest!
If you have previously downloaded labels, please note that these are new ones.
Thank you as ever for your support, and we hope to continue to help keep your children fully
clothed in our lovely smart uniform!
Hazelwood School Shop

Well done for the swift response getting the downed tree
removed from the road. Nothing will stop Hazelwood from
ensuring the children can get to school 👏

Thanks to the Police, the tree
clearance team and Danny and
Steve from the Estates Team
who cleared the fallen tree on
Wolfs Hill on Thursday morning
to allow clear and safe passage
to school. The potential chaos
and disruption doesn’t bear
thinking about so it was
satisfying to stage such a swift
response.

This takes me back to the Great Storm of 1987! I was one of the boarders at the school when
the storm blew in on 15 October 1987. When we got up the next morning, the school had
been completely cut-off. There were about 50 trees down along the Wolf's Hill road
alone. Eventually, Michael Barlow the school music master guided a group of boys who lived
locally back to their respective homes on foot. Electricity to the area only came back on a
day or so later. Crazy days!
Hazelwood Alumnus

Provision of Notice
After all that we have been through this past year, we cannot think of anything more
disappointing than having to say ‘goodbye’ to any of our school community. We have grown
stronger and more closely knit through our shared pandemic experience. However, we do
recognise that some of you may be moving on for reasons within and beyond your control.
With the exception of our Year heroes, notice of withdrawal from Hazelwood is required to
be given in writing (to bursar@hazelwoodschool.com) by the end of the Spring Term ie
Friday 25th March. Notice given after this date will run the risk of incurring a financial
penalty of a term’s notice in line with the School’s Terms and Conditions.

Well done 4M whose A-Z Charter was created on their return to the classroom. It
contains all the different skills and behaviours that they wish to follow and perfect over
the next few weeks. Some really challenging targets here but The Nutshell is confident
that you have what it takes to rise to each and every challenge! Good Luck 4M!

If you’re wondering what V is for Viper Reading stands for, it’s not only reading books
about snakes! It is Year 4’s acronym for when considering and completing their reading
comprehensions: V is for Vocabulary, I is for Infer, P is for Predict, E is for Explain, R is
for Retrieve and S is for Summarise!

Your help is needed! Blue shirts and sports kit wanted!

The school is proud to continue its support for the Eusebia Hope Foundation which helps
give orphaned and abandoned homeless children in Igoji, Kenya a home and hope for a
brighter future. The Charity is a cause close to the heart of a number of Hazelwood School
families who have asked for the school community’s help in digging out any unwanted sports
kit and blue school shirts. A number of the Foundation’s children have earned places at the
local school which is a hugely positive and motivating achievement for both the Charity and
the children. The school’s uniform requires the same blue shirt that we include within our
uniform requirement.
If you have any unwanted shirts and you are
happy to donate them to the children of the
Eusebia Hope Foundation, then please
bring them to drop off over the next two
weeks. Please can they be laundered and
placed in a bag with the Foundation’s name
clearly marked on the outside. The school
will be supporting the charity by buying
garments from the School Shop to add to
those directly collected from parents. The
children are in equal need of unwanted
sports kit (not necessarily school branded)
so if your own children have outgrown items
and you would like them to continue to bring
joy to other children who adore their sport,
please consider donating these garments
too. Thank you for your support. The
Foundation is particularly in need of blue
school shorts for 8-9 year olds and 10-12
year olds.
Thank you for whatever
support you are able to give.

Please wash any donated sports kit!

Year 6 Stars of the Week!

Kitty L 6F
For her emerging sense of
humour and great persuasive
writing

Honoria 6S

Isabelle N 6M

For stunning effort, friendliness
and engagement in all lessons

For her hard work in lessons
and going the extra mile in
attending Book Club

Eva T
For kindness and enthusiasm in
sport

Emma MS

Grace 6N

For showing gratitude every day,
kind emails to her teachers and
positive outlook

For being so positive and
mature in her approach to
school on our return to site

Exams over and masks momentarily removed, the Y8s show that they are still smiling!

Keep smiling, keep shining
Knowing you can always count on
me, for sure
That's what friends are for

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Year 7 - Parents’ Evening - invitation and booking information - booking system closes 9am
Friday, 19 March
Year 8 Various - Prefect Breakfast Invitation - please rsvp using the link provided
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Term Dates to April 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & under
Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry - 07901 377692 or Gary - 07553181085
RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOL MARCH 2021
Please refer to this document, published on 2 March 2021 and available on PIP, for any
current information regarding your child’s return to school from 8 March 2021. The current
updated Risk Assessment document is also available to view on the School website.
WATER BOTTLES
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle.

CLASSROOM/BUILDINGS VENTILATION
Pupils may bring an additional, warm hoodie or sweatshirt to school with them during the
colder weather. Either a uniform one if they have one or an alternative plain coloured
garment.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Miss Roberts in the School Office
on schoolsec@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register or if
there are changes to current details held. Please give details of the days your child will be
walking home, whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are
shorter. Please note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and
handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school
day. At the end of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is
leaving the school site and the phone collected.
GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER
YEARS 1 & 2 – pupils should come into school in Games kit on their respect Games day –
Year 1 Tuesday / Year 2 Thursday.
YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads and football
boots should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in Form rooms. Girls
please bring football boots if they have them.
YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads and football
boots should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in Form rooms. Friday trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson. Girls please bring football boots if they
have them.
YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads and football boots should be
brought in a boot bag, all will be stored in Form rooms. Girls please bring football boots if
they have them.
YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT
Full tracksuit, with blue top and shorts/skort underneath. Long blue and pink
socks. Hoodies can be worn under tracksuit top, if the children have one.
YEARS 3-8 GIRLS
On PE and single Games lesson days, please come to school wearing school skort under
uniform.
On single Games and PE lesson days when pupils arrive at school in full uniform, they
should be wearing their school shoes and bring trainers in a bag.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may

plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.

Hazelwood School Shop

