
 
 
As part of Mental Health Awareness Week it is perhaps fitting that today’s Nutshell starts on 
a more pensive note than normal.  Life does not always have to fly past at a hundred miles 
an hour (although it often feels like it is and it will never stop) and this week we have been, at 
key points of the day, applying the brakes, shutting out the background noise and finding 
some time for reflection and thought.  A key theme for this week is to think and feel good 
about ourselves.  But equally the children have been encouraged to think about others 
around them and to consider their needs and ways in which support and friendship can be 
unconditionally given.  
 
A story broke on the news about a young boy who has a rare form of bone cancer. 
Unbeknown to me at the time, this family have strong connections with the Hazelwood 
community. Harry is the five-year-old grandson of our much-loved Mrs Terry who served the 
schools of Hazelwood and Laverock for a good number of years.  Harry’s mum, Charlotte 
attended Laverock herself before going to Woldingham and remains a school, and life-long 
friend of a number of current Hazelwood parents.  Harry loves cars and has a passion for 
Formula One motor racing.  He was visited by Lewis Hamilton’s Mercedes F1 car this week 
and had Lewis’ victory in the Spanish Grand Prix dedicated to him.  Such acts of incredible 
kindness have given Harry a real boost and his YouTube thank you to Lewis and the F1 
team shows real courage and unbelievable strength.  Focus and grit at their very best in the 
most difficult of times. 
 
Charlotte and her husband James have set up Harry’s Giant Pledge working 
with giantpledge.com and the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. Their aim is to raise money for 
research into Ewing’s Sarcoma and other childhood cancers to ensure children like Harry 
have a better chance of surviving.  
 
Sadly, Harry is gravely unwell and will, very sadly, die from this awful disease.  Given his 
connection with the school and nursery, we would love to help his parents raise as much 
money as possible in his honour so that other families do not have to go through the same 
devastating heartache. Do please give some time to spare Harry and his family thought over 
your busy weekend.  If you wish to find out more or to lend your voice to those who have 
already been inspired by this incredible young man’s bravery, then please visit 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/harrysgiantpledge   
 

  
 
Formula 1 has also been very much on the mind of our future art scholar Max A.  The whole 
of Y8 have produced some stunning work in their textile challenge this term in Art & Design.  
Max chose to do a study of Ayrton Senna, the motor racing champion.  His finished piece is 

http://giantpledge.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/harrysgiantpledge


quite stunning and is hanging on the wall in the school’s Main Reception.  Do come and take 
a look and marvel at its beauty and its masterful composition.  Max’ work is exceptional as 
are the pieces created by the rest of Y8 in response to Mrs Tulett’s brief.  They seem to have 
the art of stitching all sewn up!  
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News of our final scholarships have arrived this week taking this year’s total of awards 
offered to a record high.  We take our hats off to Alex D who has been awarded a Sports 
Scholarship to Ardingly, to Hannah R on her Academic Scholarship to Ardingly and to 
Callum M for his academic scholarship to Brighton College.  All three have worked incredibly 
hard for their awards, each of which is thoroughly well-deserved.  A full list of scholarships 
will appear in next week’s Nutshell. 
 
And finally, I would like to draw your attention to two HPA events planned for the month of 
June.  Both will offer the school community the opportunities to come together in a social 
setting to make new and consolidate new friendships.  The Summer Fair, for families, is 
being held on Saturday 22nd June with the Summer Party, for adults only, is taking place on 
Friday 14th June.  The HPA are working hard putting the finishing touches to each event’s 
organisation and I know they would appreciate a good turn-out for each. More information 
appears later in the Nutshell and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at each 
event. 
 
Have a good weekend. 

 
 
For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Date for your diary  



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

Another busy week at HNEY has come to a close. This week we have welcomed many 
visitors to the site. On Thursday, Oak had a wonderful time meeting some animals native to 
the continent of Africa and on Friday, Skylarks welcomed Millers Ark Mobile Farm. Both 
visits were a resounding success, the children had great fun petting familiar furry animals as 
well as those from further afield. A big thank you to the staff for making both days a 
wonderful learning experience for the children. 
 
This week in Fledglings 1 we have been enjoying the sunshine, we have spent time a lot of 
time out in the garden and even enjoyed a lunch al fresco.  We have been down to play on 
the lawn by Skylarks, running around and exploring the wigloo. We have been exploring 
compare bears in shaving foam which the children really enjoyed. The children have also 
been using building blocks to build towers in the garden as well as exploring the ride along 
toys.  
 

  

In Fledglings 2 this week we have been exploring different weather. The children have 
dressed up in different clothes, stomping around in wellies and rain coats then changing 
into sun hats and sun glasses. The children have enjoyed going on a treasure hunt and have 
begun to make their own weather mobiles. They have also made Kites, taking them outside 
on to the grass to fly them. We have made the most of the sunshine out on the decking, 
making boats to float on the water and windmills to see if the wind will make them go round. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week Lower Robins have continued with building/builders theme. The children have 
participated in lots of activities. They have particularly enjoyed using the giant building blocks 
to build tall towers on the patio area. They have developed their computer skills by using an 
art program to build their own houses as well as making patterns by printing with blocks and 
discussing the texture. 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week in Upper Robins we have been focusing on different types of transportation. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed racing different kinds of vehicles down the ramp to see which 
one reached the bottom the fastest. The children have enjoyed exploring the lawn and 
making the most of the sunny warms days, they enjoyed picking the daisies and the 
dandelions to make necklaces and bracelets and rolling down the bank. We have also been 
building our water play to make it bigger and better than before. Next week we are looking at 
pirates. 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

The three little pigs and the big bad wolf has been this week’s topic for Skylarks, and boy, 
have we been building! Whether it be junk modelling, foam bricks and cement mixers, 
collages or houses from sticks, the children have all tested out their architectural skills! We 
have experimented with bubble paints and colour mixing and the children are literally 
counting down the days to their Miller’s ark farm visit on Friday! In Forest school, the children 
have been making their own paintbrushes from materials in the environment, and this week’s 
children particularly enjoyed the delicious hot chocolate!   
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



African animals have stimulated learning in Oak this week with the children painting, drawing 
and finding out amazing facts about them.  Following on from the story of Noah’s Ark the 
children have also designed and created their own amazing arks from a variety of junk 
materials and are also excited about testing whether they will float next week. The children 
were entertained by Ranger Stu on Thursday afternoon as he showcased a variety of African 
animals as well as some other exotic creatures from South America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 
Please ensure that your child has a sun hat in school and that you have applied sun cream 
before arrival at nursery. The room staff will re-apply in the afternoon as necessary. 
 

For more information on the Early Years Foundation Stage, please visit 
www.foundationyears.org.uk  

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


 

 

  



News from Hazelwood 

It's Mental Health Awareness Week and all week we've been offering the children ideas and 
tools to enable them to look out for and after their mental health. There's been a lot going on! 
Miss Clayton made possible for all the children to learn about Body Confidence (the 
nationwide theme of this year's awareness week) in both PSHE lessons and in form time, 
some year groups have written and share positive affirmations about each other and positive 
affirmation post-it notes have been up in the bathrooms all week. The lovely Mrs Varcoe has 
been offering yoga sessions every lunchtime to all interested children, and I have done both 
a Monday assembly on how to approach exams and any exam stress mindfully and a Friday 
chapel on worry, how our minds can tell us stories and practicing gratitude. I've had lots of 
feedback from teachers reporting sightings of children using the techniques in exams and 
around school in general. Which is amazing, only after a 10-minute assembly talk! It clearly 
resonated.  
 

Staff have also been taken care of. They've been offered early morning 5-minute 
mindfulness meditations, to start the day calmly and peacefully. Plus, healthy energy-giving 
smoothies were kindly organised to be available in the staff room.  
 

Mental health is so important. Without it, life can be really hard. Simply talking about it is so 
important. No-one goes through life without difficulties, and just knowing we're not alone, can 
make a huge difference.  Teaching the children simple and easy tools to deal with life as it 
unfolds in its wonderful but sometimes challenging ways, is, I believe, critical to their mental 
health, both as children and also as future adults.   
 
What one doable, simple thing can you do this weekend to take care of your and your 
family's mental health?      Susie Asli, Mindfulness Coach 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Children were encouraged 
to write positive 
affirmations for their class. 



Record Breakers! 
The summer term is now in full flow and the Athletics squad have been in the thick of the 
action at three events so far. Pupils have travelled to Hilden Grange and Hawthorns as well 
as hosting the latter at Hazelwood on Tuesday night.  The girls won the team event at Hilden 
Grange with the junior and middle squads emerging triumphant on home soil.  So some very 
good results with which to start the athletics season. 
 
There have been a great number of outstanding performances and already we have seen 
four school records being broken. Anna B set the season off with a superb 600m in the girls 
under 8 event. Her coaches, the watching parents and her teammates could all be heard 
shouting "slow down Anna" as she set off like a rocket taking an early 30 metre lead. What 
none of us realised was that Anna didn't need to slow down as she had the stamina to keep 
going and win the race in style.  
 
Woody J wasn't to be outdone as his commanding performance in the same event for the 
under 9 boys lead to him equalling the school record set last year by Daniel A. Woody has 
annihilated all the opposition this year in distance running. Luke D is our most established 
distance runner and his recent cross country form translated onto the track as he beat the 
800m record at Hilden Grange and then beat his own record a week later at Hawthorns. 
Hannah Ri in year 8 is our 3th record breaker in the long jump. The previous record had 
stood for 13 years so Hannah can be extremely proud of her effort. Lastly we saw young Oli 
E in year 4 bound and bend to success in the High Jump with another school record.  
 
If you add to these successes the strong performance by Harry E, Max E, Leo B, Rosie B, 
George W and many others, we can all be forgiven for being a little excited about what's to 
come this term. We also wish Annabelle N a speedy recovery after she picked up an injury 
last week.  

‘This house believes that zoos should be banned.’ Interhouse Summer Term Debate  
 

 

Last week’s debate was on the contentious topic of ‘This house believes that zoos should be 
banned.’ Teams from Dowling (Tom T, Oliver H and Theo B) and Baily (Thomas H, Alex W) 
spoke for the motion, focusing on animal welfare and natural instincts.  They also considered 
the amazing opportunities to see wildlife close-up via nature documentaries, particularly Sir 
David Attenborough, which must surely beat the experience of seeing an animal behind 
bars.  
 
Irving (Olivia H, Breya MS, Evie M) and Parry (Natasha B, Hannah B, Ethan FB) argued 
against the motion. Climate change and deforestation are threatening species as never 
before, and zoos and conservation schemes offer a vital refuge for endangered animals to 
be protected. 
 



Speeches were lively, emotive and well-prepared, and all teams showed their research skills 
and ability to communicate ideas between each other.  Questions from the floor focused 
particularly on those speaking for the motion, and Dowling and Baily handled these with 
calm confidence.  The pupils’ love of animals and concern for our environment were clear to 
see, and this motion helped to raise awareness of man’s relationship with nature.  Well done 
to all concerned! 

   
 
Sport in the Summer 
With the advent of the warmer, sunnier weather, can parents be reminded to apply sun 
cream to their children before they arrive at school in the morning. Please also remember to 
provide a sun hat and a refillable water bottle.  This is particularly important on the days 
when they enjoy their sport as they may be outside for long periods of time, batting or 
fielding, in the glare of the sun.  Not all schools we visit for sporting fixtures make water 
available and due to reasons of hygiene, shared water canisters is not recommended.  It is 
best therefore for every pupil to bring to school their own water bottles which can filled, and 
re-filled from the water fountains or from the many taps around site sporting the Drinking 
Water message. 
 
Children will be reminded by staff to maintain their healthy levels of hydration. If parents 
could reinforce this message at home, that would be very much appreciated. 
 

  

Gold Award Congratulations go this week to Elsie L, Isobel S, Tom P, Georgie T, 
Arabella SL, Jens C, Isabelle N and Thomas B.  Twenty children have so far been 
rewarded for their work, effort and conduct. That’s a lot of pizza for them, and for Mrs 
Louw when the celebratory dinners commence!  



 

 
 
 Keep reading the Nutshell for news of the NEW Forest School on the 

Nursery and Early Years site….. 



  

   

   

 

 
 

 

If you go down to the woods today, you’re in for a great surprise! 



Planet Earth 

  
 

   
 
Congratulations to the Hazelwood mums who donned outfits and walked through the 
night on the recent London Moonwalk in aid of Cancer Research.  Each had their own, 
personal reason for doing it but were united with the thousands of walkers, determined to 
complete the walk and in doing so edge ever closer towards beating this life changing 
disease.  As the Nutshell is put together, full sensations are only just returning to tired feet!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This term Year 4 are learning 
all about living things. We 
have planted sunflowers, 
onions and potatoes and we 
are watching as they 
germinate and continue to 
grow. Furthermore, we have 
started looking at classifying 
living things in particular 
vertebrates and invertebrates.  
This week 4F went on an 
invertebrate bug hunt. We 
didn't harm any and ensured 
we put them back in their 
micro habitat straight away!  
 

  

Well done to the other group of Hazelwood parents, led by Mrs Craton, who completed 
the 26.2 miles and as a team raised £3,500. They would like to pass on a big thank you 
for the support and generosity of our Hazelwood friends.  
 



 
 
 

Howzat for a great start to our first ever season 
The cricket season got off to a bang at the beginning of term with some excellent coaching 
sessions and matches in the sunshine. Unfortunately, recent weeks have been rained off, 
but this week the sun shone again and some great cricket was played. 
 
The U10 teams were both victorious against Derwent Lodge, the U11 and U13 teams had 
some close matches with Derwent Lodge and St Michaels, seeing a mixture of some wins 
and some losses.  Some girls have never played cricket before, but have embraced playing 
with the true grit and determination we’ve come to expect from Hazelwood pupils.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Putting the pieces together! 
Chestnut have a new Jigsaw 
Cupboard, launched by Mrs 
Morgan at a special assembly this 
week.  The cupboard, upcycled by 
Mr Smith of the Estates team, is 
filled with jigsaws all which have 
been shown, by research to have 
an incredible impact on children’s 
brains.  This benefit is particularly 
instrumental in acquiring secure 
reading skills. Any unwanted 
jigsaws at home (with all the 
pieces included) can now find a 
new home!   

 

 

 

Last week Y4 took part in Bikeability, proving that they were stable and trustworthy on 
two wheels as they are on two feet.  Despite the horrendous weather conditions, all 
proved up to the test and were passed with flying colours. Well done Year 4! 



 

 

With the USPGA Championship teeing off this week, Year 2 have been fine tuning 
their swing during games lessons to see if they can give Tiger a run for his money! 
 

You would be forgiven for thinking that the picture above was taken from a luxury 
holiday brochure promising uninterrupted views and wall-to-wall sunshine!  
Instead, it’s the handy work of Mrs Steel, thankful to come to work at Hazelwood 
each day with this uplifting vista from her classroom to inspire and motivate herself 
and the pupils to wonderful creativity. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fruits of Mr Vercoe’s labours 
Year 1’s were very lucky to have Mrs Vercoe (Raif’s mum) coming to speak to us about the 
work Raif’s dad does in Africa.  As our topic is Amazing Africa.  We enjoyed learning about 
where some of our fruit comes from, how it is picked, packaged and sent over here.  We 
were shown how this whole process has helped to build schools in Ghana and employ 
thousands of local people. 
 
Afterwards we were able to taste some mango and passion fruit ice cream which was made 
in the factories in Ghana and pieces of Mango from Ghana.  It was delicious!  Thank you 
very much to Mrs Vercoe for coming in to talk to us! 
 

     
 

      

Well done to the U9 
C-ricket Team who 
played their first match 
this week with the 
injured Annabelle 
Nixon coming along to 
support them.  
 
It was a close match 
against Hawthorns 
with them just winning 
by 278 runs to our 
267! But the sun was 
shining, the wind was 
blowing and we all had 
a smile on our faces. 
 

 



HPA 

 

 

Tickets are now on sale now 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hpa/256611 (password is: Astro). 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hpa/256611


News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

           

Notice Board 

 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Whole School - HPA Information Letter & Organisation Chart  
Year 7 - Iceland Trip Y8 Register of Interest (sent via email)  
Year 7 - Facebook Trip (sent to individuals)  

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


Year 2 Play - Ticket Booking Information  
Chapel Choir - Prague Photobook  
 
REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Year 6 - Year 7 - Barcelona Trip.  Please register your interest for this trip as soon as 
possible to jonesj@hazelwoodschool.com  
 
Year 6 individuals and Year 7 - Uniform News (sent via email)  
Years 1-8 - As published in the School Calendar, the Individual & Form photographs will be 
taken at Hazelwood on Friday, 24th May. Please ensure that your child is wearing their full 
school uniform, with neat hair, polished shoes and uniform coloured hair accessories on this 
day.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

This week in The BOX Year 6’s Maths spiraled into a world of mathematical fun and wonder 
proving that perspective is everything!  The children were asked to explore the question: “A 
simple square or a rising tower?” 

mailto:jonesj@hazelwoodschool.com


 



 



 


