I was so delighted on Monday evening to hear the
news that schools would be reopening on Monday
8th to everyone and that, subject to revised
protocols, risk assessments and Governor
endorsement, we did not have to go down the route
of a phased return with some year groups being
welcomed back whilst others were left working
remotely. The school is a single community and it
feels good to know that we will soon be reunited as
such for the final three weeks of term. With the sun
too returning and new life shooting from plants and
trees all around us, it feels like a new beginning and
one which promises much happiness and hope.
There is still plenty to do in preparation and hurdles that we will need to overcome once we
have returned. The Government Guidance for the Return to Schools remains an extensive
and thorough document of over 70 pages. It is filled with categoric instruction and procedure
which we must all follow to keep everyone safe, schools open and infection rates on the
decline. Staff and pupil (Years 7 & 8 only) testing will be a new challenge but one that we
will face together confident that the experience we have gained over the past few weeks of
twice-weekly testing of Nursery and Critical Worker support staff will stand us in good stead.
Mrs Varcoe has led a small and efficient team with sensitivity and empathy and will be on
hand to ease us all into this latest, and most crucial of requirements.
I am looking forward to so much and cannot believe that it will be almost three months since
the corridors and classrooms of Hazelwood were filled with the excited chatter of children as
they embraced the magic of Christmas. The tinsel and reindeer may have gone but the
goodwill and heightened expectation remain. Instead of me waxing lyrical about everything
that I cannot wait to see and hear, I will leave it to the staff of Hazelwood to share their
hopes for the Return to School in just over a week’s time. So much of their thinking
resonates with my own. Enjoy the weekend and the sunshine!

Returning to school would mean the absolute world to me! From appreciating the early
morning sunrise shining still and peacefully onto the Baily Building, to the excited pupils
dashing into Maths with their sharpened pencils ready for their next challenge, to the
Netball courts bustling with excitement in the afternoon over another versatility netball
tournament (still 2-0 to Team Dancy, sorry Mr Fagg!) I can't wait to be back on
Hazelwood grounds; physically seeing colleagues, friends and all of the pupils faces and
not just waving through a screen on Zoom. I will miss seeing numerous pets, lockdown
purchases and singing happy birthday with 20 other people at different times (!) but
nothing excites me more than actually saying 'good morning' to the pupils in person.
Miss Dancy

I can’t wait to get back to school and
share the same space as my
amazing pupils. However engaging
on-line learning is, there is nothing
like actually being with your pupils,
gauging their reaction, smiling back
at happy learners. Sharing ideas in
the classroom, and watching the
magical lightbulb turn on as they
suddenly understand a concept. Or
being there to support them when
something is tricky, and working out
which little step will send them
striding confidently in the right
direction. And it is heart-warming
listening to pupils happily chatting,
catching up on big events and small,
sharing the minute details of their
lives.
Mrs Anderson
I am most looking forward to getting back doing what I love to do! "The
comeback is always stronger than the setback". Tracksuit on, whistle ready
and I am raring to go. Can't wait to hit the court/field for lots of sporting fun.
Looking forward to seeing you all soon.
Mrs Luff

I can't wait to get back to school
because I am excited for..
Sounds
corridor

of

laughter

filling

the

Children sharing stories, knowledge
and fun
Happy
faces
brightening
classroom every day
Outdoor learning,
over the fire pit
Onscreen learning
distant memory
I am looking forward to leaving life as a virtual
bobble-head teacher, and getting back into the
classroom with our real and wonderful pupils.
Mrs Phillimore

my

marshmallows
becoming

a

Lovely Spring weather being shared
altogether
Miss Kavanagh
Having been in lockdown
(for the third time) with a
baby under one, I am
looking forward to my 35
minute commute into school
where I get to listen to Rob
Beckett
and
Josh
Widdicombe’s
Parenting
Lockdown Podcast and gain
comfort in hearing people’s
baby stories and know that I
haven’t done such a bad job
after all! :)
Mr Hayes

Really looking forward to being able to move “back in”, seeing colleagues, the children and
Riff (the school dog) - waving to everybody and joining in with any Form time dancing that
takes place on the Upper Baily Building corridor from my Bubble window! Mrs Greenwood
There is so much I miss about Hazelwood
and a period of lockdown allows you to
reflect on the simple day to day things you
can take for granted. The tree lined curtained
entrance from Wolfs Hill, the sheer beauty of
the site, watching the changing of the
season and the mist rise from the elevated
view of my classroom, the sound of the
children laughing and playing, the humour
and comradery of the staff team and of
course the joy of interaction and teaching
back in the classroom.
Mr Jarvis

I can't wait to be able to see
my class looking back at me
from their classroom seats
and not on a Zoom... hearing
the laughter and happiness
of
the
children. I
am
also looking forward to being
able to get my steps up!
Hopefully I'll be able to
charge around the sports
fields with the kids soon!
Mr Kemp

As much as I love logging on
every morning and seeing a
grid of smiling faces with
cats, dogs, brothers, sisters,
chickens
and
hamsters
joining us, I can't wait to have
the real deal strolling into my
class
on
Monday
morning.
Hearing
the
chatter after a weekend away
from their friends is one
thing. After months in
lockdown will be something
special!
Mrs Trojanowski

I can't wait to be able to see
my class looking back at me
from their classroom seats
and not on a Zoom... hearing
the laughter and happiness
of
the
children. I
am
also looking forward to being
able to get my steps up!
Hopefully I'll be able to
charge around the sports
fields with the kids soon!
Mrs Radford

To be able to use my senses…
Sight to see the pupils’ facial expressions and to pick up on
body language. To catch the eye of a pupil and to share a smile.
To hear the background ‘buzz’ and to eavesdrop on pupils'
conversations. To try to make sense of the latest jargon. To have
some banter and to pull some legs! To hear the playground alive
with pupils.
To smell the science lab. Chemicals being mixed and Bunsen
burners burning.
Mrs Bilbrough

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
The dryer, warmer weather this week has meant for more outdoor play without the need for
full waterproofs. It has been lovely to see the children outside, playing beautifully together
and even finding spaces around the site to put food for the hungry birds. During my time in
Skylarks this week, I have been amazed by the children’s knowledge of dinosaurs, they have
taught me some new and exciting facts. You are never too old to learn. See below for a full
round up from all of the rooms.

F1 have been exploring many new textures during our messy play activities. A keen eye has
had to be kept so that none of the children decide to explore the texture in their mouths.
We have been decorating paper plates with shiny gold, yellow and red collage pieces
together with hand prints which has allowed us to finish up our Chinese New Year topic with
a flash of colour. We had a super 1st Birthday celebration recently, a delicious piece of cake
was enjoyed by all! The warmer weather has allowed us to spend more time outside and the
children have enjoyed construction activities and the soft play.

After half term, the Fledglings 2 children have come back ‘hungry’ for learning and fun this
week as we explore the story of ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’. The children have thoroughly

enjoyed playing outside in the garden, 'feeding' the Hungry Caterpillar and looking for bugs
in wood-chippings! They have also been on a walk to look for Caterpillars and Butterflies!
We have explored the beautiful colours of butterflies through colour matching activities and
painting a symmetrical butterfly. The children have learnt about the life cycle of Caterpillars
by creating their own pictures and we have explored different foods through the role play
area which is since turned into a magical tree!

This week the children in Lower Robins have been learning about the jungle and what lives
there. The children have loved listening to the story ‘Walking Through the Jungle’ and the
sounds that the animals make. We have been making and painting the different animals,
from tiger paintings to a snakes out of a paper plates. They have also enjoyed searching for
animals hidden in the shredded paper and pretending to wash the animals in shaving foam.
We have also been sorting the jungle animals into different categories such as big or small,
whether they live in the water, trees or land and if they have fur, scales or feathers. It has
been lovely to hear the children using new and descriptive language this week. The children
have particularly enjoyed throwing a dice and moving like that particular animal that the dice
lands on, there were some rather fierce tigers prowling around the room!

The Upper Robins' children have thoroughly enjoyed their focus on the traditional tale of
'Goldilocks and the Three Bears' this week. We have worked collaboratively and individually
to begin our large display to depict the story, using a wide range of media, tools and
textures. To reinforce the children's growing attention to different textures, we sorted a
selection of objects into 'hard' and 'soft' categories too. The story also highlights size
differentiation, and many children were able to count and sort the little teddies according to
size, some even using the tweezers to manoeuvre the teddies into the correct pot. The
language of simple volume and size could be heard as the children played cooperatively in
the porridge oats, filling and emptying different sized containers with increasing control. We
made individual bears, used large scale construction resources to build horizontally and
vertically and learned of some dangers and hazards and the ways we can recognise them
and avoid them. The mild weather provided a great opportunity to take advantage of the
tennis court equipment too, where the children experimented with different ways of moving,
climbing and balancing.

Skylarks have begun the spring term in a truly ROARSOME way, by embarking on the
theme of dinosaurs. The room has been filled with adventure and exploration, from dinosaur

hunts to fossil making, and the excitement has even spilled out into our outdoor learning! In
preparation for our new sandpit, the children have been dig dig digging out the existing area,
and transporting it to the developing construction zone, where it can be mixed with soil to
create a new texture, as well as a perfect invitation for building! While digging, our little
archaeologists and palaeontologists have discovered some very interesting finds; dinosaurs,
cars, and even a few grass roots!
In Forest School, the children have shown good understanding of the fire circle rules, and
ventured up to the nature area in the hunt for signs of spring, as well as beginning to reflect
on how to further develop the area this year for even more learning opportunities!

News from Hazelwood

One of Mr Tappin Jnr’s Lockdown highlights stunned audiences at today’s
Lunchtime Concert and proved how you can rely on your twin to either steal your
thunder (or add to the sense of occasion and entertainment). As the tune of
Superman was being played expertly on the piano, who should appear on the
bannister but Superman himself ready to avenge any wrong notes that dared to ruin
the web-tacular performance.

Year 3’s Public Information Posters
Jacob W - 3K

How to look after my cat jasper

Top tip top tips

What you need:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cat food
Brush
Litter tray
Some fresh air
A caring person

1.
2.
What to do:
➢ First feed jasper 1 wet pouch.
➢ Next get jasper to have a run
around.
➢ After that, keep his water bowl
topped-up
➢ Later, let him the lounge to
snuggle by the fire
➢ Finally, make sure his dried
food is topped-up and give him
his dinner before bed.

3.
4.

5.

Make sure you do no leave any food
on the floor or on the kitchen table
Jasper like to play, make sure he
doesn’t scratch you!
He loves balls, so do not leave any of
your favourite balls on the floor!
Have towel handy for when he’s
been outside in the rain / snow /
mud and is soaking wet
Make sure you clean his paws

How To Look After My Cat

Eleanor K - 3K

How to do it
1. Firstly, get the food tray and
put the soft cat food in it.
2. Then leave the cat to eat.
3. In the meantime get the cat to
go and get some exercise.
4. Around lunchtime give it
some toys to play with.
5. Next, let it go to the loo.(make
shaw that you give it some
space !)
6. Finerly, get it to go to bed.

Looking after a bunny.

Extra info
She is very shy.
She loves eating.
She’s very sleepy.
She loves playing.

Charlotte C - 3K

Method:
Equipment:

Carrots
Hutch
Bowl for water
Litter box
Fresh hay

Fact:

Bunny’s
like to get
warm
hugs.

1) Firstly feed your bunny a carrot or two for
breakfast.(try not to make them too big.)
2) Then let your bunny outside so that she
can hop around
3) Next bring the bunny inside and give it a
drink and cuddle (Make sure your do the
best you can.)
4) After that give your bunny some
vegetables for her dinner.
5) Lastly put your bunny rabbit in her\his
fresh hay where she will sleep.

Mr Kemp was delighted to read his Year 3 class’ information
posters on how to look after a pet animal. In the market for a
small menagerie with which to fill his recently acquired home,
Mr Kemp had lots to choose from. Now he only has to convince
his girlfriend that she wants a pet rabbit and cat too!

Shhhhhhhhh!!!

Miss Langham’s maths set have been
learning about different lengths of
measurement
and
have
been
converting between mm, cm, m and km
this week.
A Friday laugh from 4N courtesy of
Harry D shared by Miss Nash.
4N had just completed a PSHE lesson
which focused on dangers, risks and
hazards when this popped up in our zoom
chat:
Danger: Doing something naughty
Risk: Getting told off
Hazard: Mrs Nash
At least he got the hang of it!

Today's
lesson
was
the Maths
Olympics. They came dressed as
Olympians including: rugby players,
gymnasts, hockey players and football
players. For each sport, they had to
answer a bronze, silver and gold
question and then had a challenge
question to get to 3rd, 2nd and 1st on
the winner's podium. They all worked
really hard and were very enthusiastic.
Miss Langham has been really
impressed with their progress in
converting measurements of length!

Well done to Ele (Y5) who has won the third
place at Dunottar School Taster Day Art
Competition 2021 called "Funny Faces and the
work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo". The theme for
the competition was "funny faces" based on the
work of the Italian artist; Ele could use different
kind of object to create her own funny face.
Ele chose to make the portrait of Queen
Elizabeth II made out of coins and coloured
buttons. She reproduced the sculptor Raphael
Maklouf's effigy of our gracious Queen, the
one used
on
the
coins
of
many
Commonwealth nations
from
1985
to
1997. The portrait shows The Queen wearing
the royal diadem, which she normally wears on
her way to and from the State Opening of
Parliament.
Ele was praised for her
imaginative and inspired use of coins and
buttons.

Lower School urgent book appeal: Please start looking!
The Lower School urgently need missing books to be returned to school ASAP.
These include class reading books and Library books which are still lurking in your
bedrooms, on your shelves or hiding around the house.
Copies of the books shown below are still outstanding and are required for the remainder of
the school year for our work in the Lower School. Thank you.

Year 4

Year 3

Year 5

Wheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee!

Exciting work is underway to
begin the transformation of the
Outdoor Challenge Area. The
‘Outside Box’ will soon boast a
bridge spanning the gap
between the Tipee and the
Tree-house and a 30 metre
slide running the full length of
the bank down to the area
above the Pavilion.
Nettles
and brambles are being
cleared to make way for clear
PVC pods which, positioned
amongst the trees will give the
promote courage and creativity.
The good weather has allowed
good progress this week. With
another three weeks of work
still to complete, it is hoped that
the area will up and running in
time for the end of the spring
term. Mrs Louw has already
bagged the first trip down the
slide. Watch this space for
more news of things to come!

Well done Charlie H whose
artwork earned him a coveted
place in his favourite Beano
magazine. His colourful rendition
of all his much-loved comic
characters is certainly cause for
celebration!
Thanks to the teachers whose
hopes for the return to School
took to the school’s social media
platforms this week. The first
landed within 24 hours of Mr
Johnson’s announcement proving,
once again that Hazelwood is very
much on the ball. Thank you too
to all our followers who liked and
shared our posts.

As an enthusiastic science teacher, I cannot wait to
start teaching again in my lab. The children really enjoy
the practical experiments and as great as zoom
lessons have been, you cannot beat the “hands on”
approach, to measure, weigh, time or simply observe
the scientific outcome of your own research. Whether
it’s
counting
bubbles
of
oxygen
from
a
photosynthesising plant or making copper sulphate
crystals or determining the strength of an
electromagnet, these practical experiments always
achieve the best results from doing not watching.
Looking forward to hearing those squeaky pops of
Hydrogen again!
Mrs Brighting
I CANNOT wait for the return to school to reignite the
house competitions; this year's Inter House Pancake
race was too easy for Baily to win. Mr Lloyd

During this lockdown in particular, I have
missed my classroom terribly. The
interaction, buzz and fun we have in class
can never fully be replicated on Zoom. So I
will be counting down the days until the 8th
of March and look forward to bouncing
around my classroom again to the sounds
of laughter and learning.
It will also be nice not to have my class in
my kitchen!
Mr MacDougall

The sound of children acting with each
other,
clever
amusing
moments,
laughing,
the
golden
cup
of
wonderfulness, unexpected moments,
seeing pupils improve, the excitement of
watching confidence levels rise, and
keeping
fingers
crossed
for
performances, mostly performances….
Mrs Housego

All Hail the Conquering Heroes of Year 4!
Year 4 began their half termly topic on the Romans with a fabulous dress up day.
Throughout a full day of engaging activities, the children learned all about Roman food
(cooking themselves up some delightfully looking treats), tried their hand at Roman art and
sports. They immersed themselves in the world of Roman numerals and ancient inventions
before rounding off their fun-packed day with a foray into the long-lost (but not forgotten)
language of Latin!

Year 6 Stars of the Week!

Maurice L 6L
For the cheerful determination
he shows in English lessons and
going the extra mile by attending
Book Club.

Annabel I 6S
for settling in so well,
adapting to the RLP
online and for forging
new friendships in 6S.
Well done!

Georgie T 6F
For her hard work in the
RLP, her positivity and
friendliness at all times.

Year 1 spend their time wisely
This week in maths, the children have been learning how to tell the time. They have been
working on reading o’clock and half past times. On Tuesday, each child had a go at making
their own clock, they had to think really carefully about the order of the numbers and making
sure they had a long minute hand and a short hour hand.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP) where marked:
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Years 7 & 8 – Mock Examinations Updated Information (emailed 25/2 & on PIP)
Year 8 Various – Baking Elective - consent required by 25/2 (emailed to individuals)
Year 7 Various – Baking Elective - consent required by 25/2 (emailed to individuals)
Various – Piano Workshops – participation confirmation should be emailed to
tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com (emailed to individuals 25/2)
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Return to School 8 March – full information will be sent to parents when finalised.
Years 7 & 8 Covid Testing Programme – full information will be sent to parents when
finalised.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Term Dates to April 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & under
Admissions.
CONTACT INFORMATION DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE
All absences (Critical Worker children and RLP pupils) should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
All general enquiries – RLP/ICT issues/other should be reported to
lockdown@hazelwoodschool.com
Critical Worker Staff Contact for emergencies
07444 723032 or 07827 687874
Chestnut Building 01883 733848
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments and senior school visits during the
RLP, should be made using https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.

Kent College - Forthcoming Events
Virtual Open Mornings - Tuesday 2nd March and Saturday 6th March at 9.30am.
These live events on Zoom have proven popular with families and are an opportunity to meet
Julie Lodrick, our Headmistress, and James Mossman and Gaelle Sullivan, our Deputy
Heads to learn more about life at Kent College. Booking can be made via our website or
directly with me.
Individual School Tours
Subject to guidance we are hoping to resume our individual family tours in the Summer term.
The tours will be available during the week and visitors will be able to tour the school site
with one of the Marketing and Admissions Team. I will let you know when we can take
bookings for these.
Further information can be found here http://welcome.kent-college.co.uk/ . Families can
email admissions@kentcollege.kent.sch.uk to book onto the above events or if they have
any questions.

Wanted! Au Pair for Immediate Start!
Our Au Pair needs to return to his home country at the beginning of April as his mum has
been taken ill. We are looking for some help for the months of April to start of August. I have
four children – 3 at Hazelwood and one at Sevenoaks, aged 8-15 years old. The role would

ideally suit a gap year student who’s plans have been thwarted by the pandemic, but we are
open minded to the person who best fits the role. We live next to Hazelwood.
The role includes:
- 3 hours of work 3-4 days a week from 3.30 to 6.30pm including driving to and from
Sevenoaks to collect my eldest son during term time (May, June).
- 6 hours work 4 days a week in the school holidays from 10am to 4pm to entertain the
children or take them to and from activities and playdates if allowed by then (April &
July).
- Some light housework such as kids washing and helping them keep their rooms in
check.
- Cooking a meal and food shopping for the children once a week.
The role would ideally suit:
- Lively and fun personality.
- A safe and confident driver. Ideally with own car but not essential.
- A sporty person (football or tennis lover) would be very popular in our household but
not essential.
- Someone who can get themselves to and from our home
- Someone who likes animals as we have a dog, a cat and two tortoises.
- We would consider a live-in person should someone want a new experience for a few
months.
Pay can be discussed on show of interest. Please feel free to pass this on to friends. If you
know anyone interested in this role, please contact Celia on 07432-293592.

LITTLE
BROOK
EQUESTRIAN
CENTRE
Many Hazelwood families benefit from the great work carried out at the Little Brook
Equestrian Centre. As well as working hard to keep riding affordable in the area, the Centre
also carries out invaluable work in providing riding for those with a disability. During the
pandemic, they have found it difficult to cover running costs and are struggling. They have
launched a Go Fund me page and would appreciate any support you feel able to give.
Please follow the link below to show your support.

https://www.facebook.com/100035977421939/posts/433287741213803/?sfnsn=scwspmo

