
 
 
It looks as if the winning ways of Hazelwood pupils are continuing right up until the end of 
the spring term with two notable victories claiming front page news in this week’s Nutshell.  
The first came last week as the Nutshell was making its way on-line and involves, again (but 
this time for the final time) the U11 rugby team. Playing in their final match before the season 
wraps up, the formidable force that they have become, ripped through tough opposition at 
the Sevenoaks Prep School tournament to claim the Oldroyd Trophy.  The boys scored 31 
tries and conceded none in a display of strength, stamina, spirit and stealth!  A well-
deserved victory and a fitting end to an impeccable display throughout the season.  
Congratulations to Alex W, Adam R, Harry W, Oliver H, Will OE, Oliver McC, William B, Seb 
TS and Daniel A (and of course to Mr Lloyd for coaching and supporting them through their 
many successes)! 
 

  
 

  
 
The second victory came this weekend, far from the mud, rain and wind of the rugby field, 
taking place in the relative calm and warmth of The National House in Prague City Centre.  
The Chapel Choir had travelled there on Thursday – all 48 of them – in pursuit of what would 
be Hazelwood’s third gold medal in an International Music Festival.  The children had been 
rehearsing hard in preparation for the competition and this focus and dedication alone 
should have earned them the gold medal.  However, international music competitions don’t 



work like that!  You need to perform on the day when the renowned adjudicators are sitting 
in judgement.  And perform the Hazelwood Chapel Choir did pulling one of their best 
performances out of the bag when it mattered most.   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The results were announced the following day so the time in between was spent exploring 
Prague and listening to other music groups attending the Festival.  A rousing, very noisy and 
over-boisterous Japanese drumming band were perhaps the favourite with the choirs from 
Ireland bringing a contrast in style which appealed and gave inspiration for future song 
choice.  The results of the Children’s Choir category were announced first with Hazelwood 
being the only choir to reach the coveted gold medal standard. As a result, the children also 
won their category, achieving the double on the night!  Congratulations to all the children and 
thanks to the staff and many parents who made the journey to Prague to support and to 
ensure that the trip was a great success.  As a result of the victory the school is considering 
entering the 2020 World Choir Games, the Olympics of the school choir musical calendar 
and open only to the very best performers in the world.  For Hazelwood to be even 
considered as one of these is an amazing achievement for the school.  We will keep our 
fingers crossed and everyone posted as to whether we secure a much sought-after place.  
 
Mrs Louw and Mr Tappin boarded the plane to Prague excited but tired after the spring term 
Governors’ Meeting 48 hours before.  The meeting had been a long one with plenty of useful 
debate and discussion.  One of the items on the evening’s agenda had been the possibility 
of beginning the project to build an all-weather sports pitch on New Field.  As a result of the 
Governors’ support, and with the equally appreciated backing of the HPA, the vote was 

 
 



carried in favour of preparing a planning application for a full-sized facility on the land which 
currently lies uncultivated following the Baily Building excavations.  Whilst there is a long 
way to go before permission is granted and the pitch installed (assuming Tandridge Council 
support the school in its endeavours), it is a giant stride forwards in achieving one of the 
school’s most significant Masterplan goals.  Work has already begun and further news will 
be shared with parents as and when it is both available and relevant. In the meantime, 
thanks go to the HPA for their generous seed donation and their continued pledge to support 
the project, and in particular the provision of a clubhouse which will offer changing and 
entertaining facilities. 
 
And finally the courts have been alive this week.  Not with the sound of bird song enjoying 
the warmer and sunnier climes, but with the ROAR, WHIZZ and WHOOSH of rocket fuelled 
speed cars, created by the children across the year groups in special workshops organised 
by Mrs Bilbrough and the Science team.  More news will follow in next term’s first Nutshell 
suffice to say that enjoyment and learning levels have had lift off with many citing the 
sessions as being the “best thing ever”!  If technology allows, a short movie created by 
Henry A in Y8 will be uploaded to the school’s Instagram account (hazelwoodschooloxted) 
for you to enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“We wanted to send a super-quick thank 
you for your role in the weekend (not 
least because you must be exhausted). 
Our daughter so obviously had a 
fantastic time, both seeing Prague but 
also being part of a team when they're at 
the top of their game. I'm sure she will 
always remember it.” 
 

“Just wanted to say a big thanks to all the staff for 
your help on the trip.  Our daughter had a fantastic 
time and didn't want to come home! Mrs Louw and 
the children worked so hard and thoroughly 
deserved their win and gold award.  I showed a 
clip of the children singing to a parent whose 
children attend another prep school and she could 
not believe how good the choir was.” 
 

“A huge thank you for making the weekend in Prague so incredible and for giving us so many 
memories to treasure. The performances were fantastic and you even managed to arrange 
the perfect weather but I’m under no illusion how incredibly demanding it will have been for all 
on the staff team. The success is of course well deserved but I know hasn’t come about by 
anything other than dedication and hard work. Thank you so much. Our kids are just incredibly 
lucky to have had this life affirming opportunity”. 
 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

With the Nutshell taking a break last week, this week’s bumper edition will recap on the last 
fortnight here at HNEY. It has been wonderful to hear the chirping of birds and the sound of 
laughter outside as the good weather has allowed for lots of outdoor exploration! It has been 
fabulous to walk the site over the last two weeks and see all of the children in action. When I 
look back to September and how much the children have progressed, it really is quite 
remarkable the steps forward they have made.  
 

Please see below for a full round up of the activities from all of the rooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the last two weeks in Fledglings 1, we have based our planning around ‘The Rainbow 
Fish’.  The children have enjoyed mark making on their fish using coloured pens, and have 
explored the different textures when exploring multi-coloured pasta and rice play. 
We have also been catching bubbles in the garden and listening to under the sea noises.  
The children have also enjoyed planting their own sunflowers and making Mother’s Day 
cards.  
 

Lots of growing things again these last two weeks in Fledglings 2. We planted Black beans 
in plastic cups so that we could watch the roots develop. We also made caterpillar tubs to 
hold cress that grew very fast. The children also painted paper yellow and orange to make 
into our family sunflowers. We visited the pond to see the frogspawn and even brought a 
little back to so the children can see first-hand the life cycle of a frog. In addition to all of this 
there was lots of water play in the garden this week catching magnetic fish and frogs with 
nets. More painting of giant sunflowers and printing with paint and stampers to make special 
cards. 

 
 

 
  

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over the past two weeks in Lower Robins, 
the children have spent lots of time indoors 
and outdoors, focusing on nature and mini 
beasts. The children have visited the pond to 
monitor how the tadpoles are growing. The 
children have enjoyed going on minibeast 
hunts and have shown their creative side 
making worms and other creatures using 
sticks and pipe cleaners. They have also 
continued to build up their fine motor skills by 
rolling playdough into different sized ‘wiggly 
worms’. In addition to all of this, the children 
have also retaken great care to make special 
cards for the mummies. 

 

 

Fledglings II at the Pond  

  
 

Lower Robins examine frogspawn collected from the Pond, hunt for mini beasts and 
make their own wiggly worms. 

  
  



The Upper Robins' children have continued their focus on growing, mini beasts and nature. 
We have visited the nature area and used magnifying glasses to allow us to inspect the 
newts and worms in more detail. Whilst in the pond area, we also transferred some 
frogspawn to our garden so that we could examine, more closely, the transformation from 
tadpole to frog over time. We have created ladybirds to decorate our topic board, watered 
our sunflower seeds and even measured every child (and adult!) in the room to see who was 
the tallest. In between all of these activities, the children have found time to show off their 
creative skills whilst making cards for a special day on Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skylarks over the last fortnight have celebrated red nose day with all things red- red 
playdough, red water in the water tray, red balloons and party games galore! We even had 
the opportunity to decorate our own cakes with Prim! We had so much fun but also 
discussed how lucky we are, and that not all children are as fortunate as we are. 
This week, Skylarks have been exploring the story of Jack and the beanstalk! We have 
planted bean seeds, completed the Jack and the beanstalk assault course and explored 
making beanstalks and other models out of playdough. Mr Garlick was fortunate to have 
found some magic beans, all of the children planted one and they miraculously grew into 
lollipops, the children were amazed at the transformation! In forest school, the children 
extended the concept of model making by creating their very own stick men from clay and 
items from found in the forest school, which they thoroughly enjoyed! We have also been 
thinking about Mother's day and been very busy working on cards for our wonderful mums.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oak enjoyed listening to different versions of the story of "The 3 Little Pigs".  They tested a 
variety of materials to find out which would be waterproof for a roof of a house, sorting and 
predicting first. They were then able to evaluate their findings.  In addition to this the children 
also enjoyed using various construction materials to build houses for the 3 little pigs, 
planning how to trap the wolf.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

  

 



Mrs Taylor's class confidently performed in their class assembly, all working as a 
team:  team work makes the dream work! 
 

 
 
Footprints led to a surprise letter from the Easter bunny this week.  There was lots of 
excitement as the children wrote their replies.   

   
 
For more information on the Early Years Foundation Stage, please visit 
www.foundationyears.org.uk  

News from Hazelwood 

Year 6 girls begin their football campaign 
Their first match! They lost 1-0 but enjoyed it so much that the score was almost 
insignificant. There were many highlights of the game including the moments when Isla M 
caught the ball between her knees and everyone stopped wondering what she would do with 
it... she managed to wrangle it back to her feet and carry on. Pregnant pause. Then Elisa Y 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


managed a header and we were all so surprised, as was she, that again we all stopped, 
gasped and then laughed and cheered! She was in hysterics but still managed to carry on.  
It was magnificent!! 
 

  

  
 

Car park etiquette 

Please can we remind parents to: 
Observe the 5mph speed limit! 
Not drive whilst on your mobile phone!  
Turn off your engines when you are immobile! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staffing News 
We will be saying goodbye to Mr Ebersohn at the end of this term.  We would like to thank 
him for leading the Music Department over the spring term and wish him every success for 

 

 



the future.  Further information regarding the Music Department will be sent to parents over 
the holidays.   
 
We also said goodbye this week to Mrs Freeman who has supported a huge number of 
children in Chestnut with their learning, over the last 19 years at Hazelwood.  I am sure you 
will join me in thanking her and wishing her the very best for the future.  Mrs Louw 
 
Gold Award Congratulations  
Well done to Bonnie S (3K) who has completed her Gold Award just in time for Easter.  No 
doubt the Easter Bunny will reward her with a golden egg!  Leave plenty of room inside 
however for next term’s trip to Pizza Express to celebrate with Mrs Louw and other gold 
award winners!  
 
 

  
 
Cake Sale Congratulations  
To the girls of Y4 who baked all weekend (gluten options included) so that the children of 
Years 1 and 2 could enjoy a wide variety of delicious goodies during Monday morning’s Fruit 
Break.  The girls raised over £120 which will go towards the WWF.  This week also saw the 
arrival of the Letter of Thanks from the WWF, grateful for the donation previously forwarded 
as a result of their litter picking.  Plans are already afoot for how the group of friends can 
continue their fundraising ventures. The summer term’s beneficiary will be a cancer charity.  
The Nutshell will keep you posted.  Well done to them all – everything they have done has 
been of their own making and driven forward by them with a little staff and parental support 
when needed. 
 

  
 
 



Notice of Pupil Withdrawal 
Whilst we do not wish to see any of our pupils leave the school (with the exception of Y8 as 
they have no choice and we are as excited as them for the start of the Senior School 
adventure), if you are planning to move onto pastures new as a result of a relocation or 
change in educational direction, please be reminded that written notice must be provided to 
the Bursar by the final day of the spring term. Letters received after this date may be liable to 
a term’s fees penalty in lieu of contractual notice. 
 
 
News from Mrs Bilbrough 
Following on from last year’s Carrot Competition, the Science Department are proud to be 
launching the Bean Bonanza, coming to a book bag near you soon!  
 

 



English in Action! 
Year 6 pupils were recently tasked with creating their own ideas for a new and unique 
chocolate treat with accompanying advertisement - using persuasive devices, emotive 
language and voracious vocab to entice their target audience.  Monday morning arrived with 
much excitement -  talk of cocoa powered kitchens, family trips to sweet shops, failed 
chocolate attempts were rife!  
 

 

 

A veritable feast of 
production lines had 
been busy creating 
these unique 
products in reality, 
complete with 
scanned labels and 
packaging prowess.  
Move over Willy 
Wonka, 6B can do it 
too...!  
 
Well done to all of 6B 
- especially Sadie, 
Jemima, Lucy, Sierk 
and Ruby for going 
the extra mile in their 
chocolate excitement 
- Mrs Steel may just 
not be handing these 
bars back... 
 

 
As I arrived at the football pitches a dark, cold shiver passed through me. Something was 
wrong. In the first minute of playing football I tripped up and grazed my knee. Suddenly a 
tornado came rolling in.  
 
“Take cover!” I screamed. We all ran towards the clubhouse like our lives depended on it 
because they did. Thankfully we all made it in safely, even my granny and her fat dog. After 
ten minutes of hiding under a table listening to the wind howling, slowly things quietened 
down and the fearsome sound was replaced by the eerie sound of silence. After a short 
while a few people including me plucked up the courage to venture over to the door to see if 
any damage had been done.  
 
The scene that greeted our eyes was one of utter devastation. Scanning the area, I could 
hardly believe my eyes. As we pushed the doors open the first thing to greet us was a once 
mighty oak laying flat on the ground, bowled over like a skittle in an alley. The tree must 
have stood for centuries before becoming the victim of today’s devastating weather. 
 
….to be continued…. 
 
 
 
 

“One beautiful misty winter’s morning, I woke 
up to a sight I thought I would never see. 
Snow! Unfortunately, it was due to be ten 
degrees so it would melt very quickly but then 
on the positive side I could play football for my 
local team. Whilst I was getting ready a 
nervous vibe sprinted through me which 
scared me. The moment I left the house I 
knew that something was going to happen 
that was bad.  
 



 
 



A wonderful piece of writing below, penned by Kiran C in response to an English Prep 
assignment… 

…continuing our story.. 
 
Timidly we pushed our way passed the fallen tree, apprehensive about what we might see 
next. Sadly, the car park was a scene of carnage with some understandably very distraught 
owners. Some of the larger cars toppled over smaller cars and a few of them were even a 
right off. My main concern was to see if everyone was ok and then I wondered if the football 
match would ever take place! I had to find the coach.  
 
After searching the clubhouse, I eventually found our coach, David, who was also shaken 
and devastated by what had happened but remained in one piece with all of his limbs. 
Coach David had asked both teams to search the village for any injured and wounded 
people. Big fat Fred, centre back for the opposition, came back with a wounded victim from 
the storm, which made me realise he wasn’t such a bully after all. Both teams pulled 
together to find a total of 37 injured people with all sorts of wounds. Broken legs and arms, 
grazes, head injuries, blood stained clothes to name a few. Finally, after what seems like 
forever Daniel’s phone call paid off as the ambulance arrived to take the severely injured 
people to the hospital. 
 
We all cheered hugged and praised everyone for pulling together as one team. 
 
          William OE 
 
 

 

Centuries Pass          
It was a beautiful autumn day, the dry crisp air touched my face, it was soft, it was almost 
like it was trying to comfort me after what had happened the night before. 
 
Last night was like a bad relationship - it had fallen to pieces; we were only celebrating the 
60th anniversary of Retarius (the time when the Tangens and the Mandes united to form a 
peace treaty) and while we sat down for dinner, we were told some worrying news.  The 
Tangens and the Mandes have ripped up their treaty, Mum and Dad were forced to be 
separated because Dad was Tangenese and Mum was Mandesian. 
 
I am now all alone on a bench in Century Park homeless, all because I`m a hybrid of 
Tangenese and Mandesian. Neither tribe will accept me now. I wish I could see Mum’s 
sparkling smile and hear Dad’s terrible jokes. It was almost like I was an autumn tree I had 
lost everything and there is now nowhere to go, my home and my family are gone. I will now 
have to show real GRIT and persevere through the schism. I`m still sad and worried but 
there is one thing for certain. My life is darker here. 
 

 
Tanzania Update 
This weekend nine teachers will travel to Tanzania to continue working alongside the native 
African teachers in raising teaching and learning standards in the four schools of the 
Songwe District. Whilst there, they will distribute resources requested by the schools and 
funded through the generosity of parents.  This week, the children have been engaged in 
activities to keep the Tanzania project front of mind. They have created teaching resources, 
learnt African dancing (with Bella who is visiting the school again from Songwe) and 
‘enjoying’ special menu items including porridge on Monday as a mid-morning snack and an 
African inspired stew, rice and peas on Tuesday. They also voted to eat or donate their 
pudding on Tuesday.    Safe and happy travels to the teachers.  We look forward to hearing 
their report.  



90% gave. 

10% chose to 

eat. 



 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Scholastic Book Club  
Our new Scholastic Book Club is now up and running!  
Leaflets will be coming out to you this week listing books for you to buy through our 
connection with Scholastic/Travelling Books. All orders must be done online and one must 
follow the instructions under 'Order with your school’ noted in the middle of the leaflet. We 
have set up the group order online to make it easier for you and to save you any postage 
costs.  Books will be sent here to the school after the closing date 26th April and we will 
then hand the books over to the pupils to bring home.    For every £1 you spend on this 
month’s Book Club, our school will earn 25p in Scholastic Rewards.  To take advantage of 
this offer go to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/hazelwood-rh8 to browse the latest books and 
order online.  
  
 JACQUELINE WILSON Creative Writing Competition 
To enter all you have to do is to write a story of between 750 and 1000 words and send it to : 
Jacqueline Wilson Creative Writing Prize 2019, Penguin Random House, Children's 
Publicity,7th Floor, 80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL or complete the online entry form on this 
website https://www.jacquelinewilson.co.uk/creativewriting/.  Entries must be submitted 
before midday on the 2nd September.  One lucky winner will have their story published in a 
Jacqueline Wilson book. They will also receive a school visit from Jacqueline, a Microsoft 
Surface, £100's worth of WH Smith vouchers, a year's subscription to First News, AND a 
book bundle for their school library. 500 runners up will also get their names published in the 
same Jacqueline Wilson novel! 
 
 

Flipping 
good! 
The children of 
Year 1 donned 
flippers to work 
on their kicking 
technique as 
part of their 
weekly 
swimming 
lessons last 
week.   
 
For some it felt 
weird but for all 
it helped to 
strengthen 
their action and 
make it more 
rhythmic and 
consistent. 

http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/hazelwood-rh8
https://www.jacquelinewilson.co.uk/creativewriting/


 
 



 
 
 



 

  
 

  
 

         



 

 

Congratulations to the school’s musicians who all passed their Royal College or Trinity 
Music Exams.  We salute you all!  

    

It was smiles all round (well almost) as the Oak Board Games Club brought out the Pie Face 
game!  Mr Garlick too was game for a laugh!  



 

Sounds like fun for Year 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 4 we have been 
learning about sound this 
half term. The children 
have looked at how sound 
travels, how we hear, 
investigated sound 
proofing and looked at 
pitch. In this lesson they 
were experimenting how 
to make a high sound and 
how to make a low sound. 
We learnt the longer 
meant lower! 
 

  



 

Accuracy of passing grew quickly and what began as a 'fun' event quickly grew in to a 
competitive match with both sides keen to win. It was tense right up to the final whistle, but 
I'm delighted to report that Hazelwood won 3 to 2. 
 

Explore Learning Writers’ Awards 2019 

Want to win a trip to Disneyland Paris £500 of books for your school and A chance to 
change the world! 
 
For the past ten years, Explore Learning has been inspiring children to write, from the 
young authors in the making to those a little more reluctant. This year, Explore Learning is 
giving children a ‘Chance to change the world’ with their imagination by wr iting a 500-word 
story! How would you change the world? 

The deadline to enter is Sunday 5th May, so get writing! The award will be judged by 
Alesha Dixon.  For more information, please go to 
explorelearning.co.uk/youngwriters 
  

  
Chiddingstone Castle Literary Festival 4th - 7th May 2019  
A beautiful setting with great authors speaking and refreshments available. 

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May  
Want to entertain your children on a lovely bank holiday Monday, then book tickets for the 
literary festival and watch the performance of 'The Little Mermaid', go down the jungle with 
some 'Giraffes who Can’t Dance' or meet the authors A.F Harrold and illustrator Gravett talk 
about their latest book 'The Afterwards.'   You won’t be disappointed! 
  
Take a look at the website www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/literary-festival-2019 
  
Tickets are still available.  
  

 

 

 

The rain stopped and the clouds 
parted (sort of) for the Girls U11 
football matches on the Pavilion 
pitches against Sevenoaks Prep last 
Wednesday afternoon. 
 
For the 'B' team match, both sides 
were very enthusiastic and excited to 
be playing their first competitive 
football match. Confidence grew 
quickly and possession was equally 
split until Ruby Aylward broke free for 
a solo run from the half way line to 
score the opener.  
 

http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/literary-festival-2019


  

 

 

  

 

These beautiful and serene animal studies are the works in progress of the Year 6 pupils. 
Exploring textile art, they have captured the elegance and grace of nature at its best.  The 
Nutshell has high hopes for the finished works of art. 

Spring has sprung as the children of the Nursery site get out into the fresh air to enjoy the 
sunshine.  On the Wolfs Hill site, the trees too have burst into blossom filling the air with scent 
and colour.   There is no better time of year.  There is no better feeling!  



HPA 

HPA Events for the Summer Term 
The HPA has some great events lined up for the Summer Term,  If you would like to become 
involved in the HPA or could lend your support to helping with these, please contact Annabel 
Georgiou on hpa@hazelwoodschool.com 

 

mailto:hpa@hazelwoodschool.com


News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections.              

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 
Chapel Choir – Prague Photo Book 
Year 1 – Curriculum Day Amazing Africa 
Years 1 & 2 – Inter-House Music Competition 
Year 2 – Phileas Fogg Trip 
Year 3 – Curriculum Day Rainforests 
Years 1-7 – Easter TED Project (please note this is also available on HALO) 
Years 2-7 – Trips Letter (Russell) 
 
REMINDERS/NOTICES 
The deadline for submitting applications for the Hazelwood Year 7 Scholarships is 
Wednesday, 24 April 
Repeat Library Books & Holiday Reading? 
SEN Parents’ Evening – appointment bookings close at 9.00 am on Monday, 15th April 
Holiday Club - Boys Cricket and Girls Cricket/Rounders is unfortunately cancelled.  Parents 
will be contacted for refunds 
 
 

  
 
Lost Property 
The items above are currently being looked after by Mrs Powell in the school office.  If any of 
them are yours, please come and claim them. 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 


