
 
 
It was another year when Mary survived a treacherous ride into Bethlehem on board Mrs 
Housego's wheeled donkey.  The Three Kings too found it difficult to wave to the captivated 
audience for fear of falling off the moving camel should they remove their hands, which were 
tightly wrapped around its hump.  But it was another year when the brilliance of the Year 1 
and 2 Nativity belied the ages of the young performers who were on stage re-telling the 
Christmas story in a simple but thoroughly engaging way.  This time around we had a slightly 
irritable cockerel, an eloquent cat, an over-burdened donkey and a swathe of articulate 
narrators (to name just a few of the characters we met on our jaunt into deepest, darkest 
Bethlehem) to bring a fresh perspective to the all too familiar story.   

  

  

The plump sheep had clearly been eating too much of the plentiful grass under the watchful 
eyes of their guardian shepherds.  The shimmering angels shared the glad tidings with a 
touch of added sparkle.  The wise owl was always on hand to rein in youthful enthusiasm 
and bring proceedings in the stable back under control.  It was a wonderful performance 
made all the more special by the infectious music which threaded itself through the 
performance.  From the moment the Year 2 choir sang their opening numbers to the final 
encore which had Year 1 jumping round the four points of a rock and roll compass, the 
children, and so the audience, were loving every second of it.  There were 9 songs, 27 
verses, 8 choruses and 800 words to commit to memory, not to mention 
accompanying actions, instrumental rhythms and stage directions.  In fact, there was so 
much going on at all times, that Mr Tappin struggled to get a photo of the show without an 
aspect of it being blurred by the on-stage perpetual motion!  It was a tour de force of the 



 

 

highest order and one of which the children and Chestnut staff should be so proud.  Amidst 
all the excitement and the cock-a-doodle-dooing, the baby Jesus was safely born into the 
world and the song, He’s the King, beautifully reminded us all of the true meaning of 
Christmas.  A huge Bethlehem thank you and well done to the children of Years 1 and 2 for 
kicking off our season of Christmas celebrations.   

 

“Just wanted to say a huge thanks and congratulations to you and all staff in Year 1 and 2 
for the production of the Nativity play this week. It was a tremendous success and we 
thoroughly enjoyed it: We appreciate that putting on any school production is always a 
massive undertaking, and we would like to thank you all for all your efforts and hard work 
with the children. All parents came away feeling very moved and proud.  We hope the 
children made you proud too!!” 

 

 

I just want to thank you for putting on such a fantastic Nativity today. We all thoroughly 
enjoyed it and I am very impressed with how professional it was along with the confidence 
that the children had. Please do pass on my praise to the rest of the team! 

 

It's not often as Head of a busy and thriving Prep School and Nursery that you find yourself 
with some 'free time'.  I was lucky enough to have a meeting cancelled on Wednesday 
morning this week so avoided the temptation to fill my time with meetings and emails but 
instead made the most of the unexpected boon to visit every classroom on the main school 
site.  I thoroughly enjoyed my morning and was reminded of why I entered education in the 
first place.  Everywhere there was evidence of hard working children but what struck home 
even more was the sense of purpose and enjoyment which pervaded the site in all aspects 
of the children's learning.  Sadly, the Year 8s were in the middle of their mock exams so all I 
could do was to send wishes of good luck (you're not going to need it) through the glass 
doors of the Bawtree Hall.  Elsewhere I was bowled over in The Box when a Year 6 graphics 
lesson was coming to a triumphant end at the same time as a Year 5 music session was 
kicking off at the other end of the room.  The buzz coming from the children was clearly 
audible as they hurried off down the corridor to their next lesson.   The complexity and 
maturity of the children's musical composition was stunning and is something that we are 
hoping to find a way of sharing with the whole school community through an on-line 
broadcast at some point soon.  Maybe the Nutshell, for one week only, can be a collection of 
WAV files which is listened to rather than read!  I have left that in the hands of Mr Tappin 
(Junr) to orchestrate! 

Talking of music, I am delighted to share the news that our new Director of Music, Mr 
Hannes Ebersohn, arrives finally at the school from South Africa, via London, on 
Monday.  The red tape to get this talented musician amongst us, has been drawn out but I 
am confident that Hannes' impact will be well worth the wait.  His talents will complement 
and magnify those already at play in the Music Department and his keyboard competencies 
and vibrant personality will allow us to take music at Hazelwood to a whole new 
level.  Hannes will have the benefit of a couple of weeks to find his feet at Hazelwood before 
the Christmas break.  He is very much looking forward to the Christmas Concert next Friday 



and meeting many of the school's young musicians and their families.  I am delighted that he 
will be playing the organ at our Carol Service at Tonbridge.  My thanks go to the team of 
Emily, Sarah, Charlie, Yvette and Doug who have covered some of what Hannes will pick up 
once he has settled in.  Their professionalism and inspiration has enabled the musical life of 
the school to be kept very much alive. 

So on Monday we will be in December and Christmas will officially be just around the 
corner.  May I ask you to remind your children that, with the few notable exceptions (whole 
school Christmas lunch and Christmas Gift Shop), life at Hazelwood continues on its focused 
path until the final echo of the final word of the Final Assembly.  We still expect the same 
levels of focus and concentration, the same levels of commitment and engagement in all 
aspects of school life, the same levels off impeccable behaviour and appearance and the 
same levels of consideration and respect shown to each other and to our 
environment.  There is plenty of time for relaxing once we break up in a fortnight's 
time.  Now is the time instead to round off a term of so many notable events and 
achievements in a way which gives yet more cause for celebration and which sets us up to 
power ahead into the spring term.  

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the HPA Christmas Fair tomorrow.  The event 
beings from 12 noon in the Sports and Dining Halls.  The singing reindeer are fabulous 
(although they have been driving the parents of the HPA mad as they listen to their singing 
and festive banter hour after hour!) 
 

 

 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

As I have walked the site this week, the rooms have been filled with sounds of Christmas 
songs. The children and staff have been working hard, ready for the Nativities and Christmas 
concerts that start next week.  Keeping with the Christmas theme, this week I was fortunate 
enough to be able to watch the Year 1 and 2 Nativity performance. It was truly spectacular to 
see children that have previously been at the Early Years site perform with such confidence. 

This week in Fledglings 1, we have been getting into the Christmas spirit by starting to make 
our Christmas decorations. Using cotton wool, all of the children have helped to create a 
giant polar bear for our snow board. We have also had fun getting messy in our new colour 
soap foam, and exploring our new and exciting ICT toys.  

 



 
 

Please can we ask parents to park considerately if attending the Christmas Fair 
tomorrow. The school has made a positive impression on the local community with 

regard to its Fireworks Display feedback and would like to continue in this positive vein 
with how we work with our neighbours on this and other events.  Thank you. 



In Fledglings 2, we have been looking at how paramedics helps many people. The children 
enjoyed exploring the hospital role-play area.  We have used big boxes to make 
an ambulance and the children have had lots of fun pretending patients needing 
bandages.  We have also used play dough and bones to make an x-ray of a hand. In 
addition to all things medical, the children have begun to make their Christmas crafts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have started our Christmas build up this week in the Upper Robins' room. The children 
have all enjoyed experimenting with different media and textures as they have created 
beautiful cards and calendars to take home in their decorated bags. We have looked at Polar 
animals and the habitat in which they live, whilst playing imaginatively at the 'small-world' 
table. The children have also practised their Christmas concert songs, using action and 
musical instruments. 
 

  
 

   
 
This week children in Lower Robins have been looking at Superheroes books and have 
linked this book to Santa. We have had lots of discussion about Santa, where he lives, what 
he does and how he works featured in many of them. We have looked at a particular book 
‘Seema's Superhero Dream’ that focuses on being kind and helpful to others, truthful, 

  

 

Matching and 
counting the 
right number of 
baubles and 
Christmas 
decorations 
takes a lot of 
concentration! 



positive and polite in order to become Santa's superheroes.  The children have also enjoyed 
being creative by making Christmas decorations as well as helping make the role play area 
which is being turned into ‘Santa’s Little Helpers Headquarters’.  
 
Skylarks have enjoyed a week filled with snow. They have read The Snowman story and 
recalled the characters and events using props. The children have practiced their number 
recognition and matching with snowman and snowballs as well as making a start on all of 
our Christmas crafts. The children are very excited about their Nativity next week. 
 

   

The highlight of Oak’s week was the visit from a little alien called Blip! Apparently (he left 
letters in both Oak classrooms) crashed his spaceship and needed some help to design a 
new one! This inspired the children to write letters and design some amazing space ships. 
With the help of modern technology, the children were able to watch the alien performing a 
dance in their classrooms!  Oak also enjoyed reading the story “Aliens love Underpants” 
which led to some fantastic designs of their own! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Wow! Moment One of the children in Oak went 
home this week and reported to his parent that he 
and another child had 'Collaborated and 
persevered' at school.  When asked what the 
words meant he was able to say that 'collaboration' 
meant working together and 'persevere' meant to 
keep trying. 

 



News from Hazelwood 

Christmas Fair - Saturday 1st December - 12.00 - 3.30pm 
The Christmas Fair and a visit to see Father Christmas in his amazing grotto is almost 
here.  Come along to a cafe serving hot food, cakes and drinks, a range of gorgeous gift 
stalls, festive games and a special fairground ride for children, a raffle, tombola and lots 
more!  Please bring along family and friends to get into the Christmas spirit! 
 
HPA Christmas Gift Shop 
One of our most magical events of the year is just next week!   
 

 
Thursday 6th December - Bring in a Gift Day  
Each child comes to school bringing with them 1 or 2 unwrapped gifts (for male and female 
recipients according to whom they intend to purchase gifts for on the Monday) to donate to 
the Christmas Gift Shop. These should be new and unused and to the value of about £5.  It 
is very important that the quality of the gifts is something you’d like to receive in return but 
please note that there should be no alcohol, nuts, glass or knives /blades.   
 
Monday 10th December - Christmas Jumper and Gift Shop Day 
Each child should bring in £4 to choose two gifts (or £2 to choose one gift if they brought just 
one gift in on Thursday) for their parents / grandparents etc. from the Gift Shop which will be 
in TOSH.  These will then be wrapped up for them to take home and give at Christmas. 
 
If you are able to help set up the Gift Shop in TOSH on Thursday 6th or Friday 7th and/or to 
wrap up presents on Monday 10th, please contact Natalie Thomas nethomas4@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Christmas shopping and free commission for the HPA 
Whether shopping online for Christmas presents or your groceries, please also generate a 
free cash donation for the HPA with every purchase you make through 
The Giving Machine portal.  Waitrose, Amazon, John Lewis and M&S are just a few of over 
2000 stores in the scheme making it easy for you to make a difference without it costing you 

 
Burns Night - Saturday 26th January 
Tickets are on sale for a traditional celebration of Burns Night here at 
Hazelwood @ £37.50 each via buytickets.at/hpa .  There is no need to make up a party 
but nearer the time it will be possible for ticket holders to reserve spaces to sit together 
on tables if they wish to do so. Tickets are limited so don't miss out! 
 

mailto:nethomas4@gmail.com


anything at all.  You can open a new tab for The Giving Machine just before you check out 
and your basket should be waiting there for you to generate money for the HPA!   Details are 
at https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/hazelwood-school-56917/  or our code at the 
checkout is "Hazelwood School".  The HPA also has free commission codes set up with 
Easy2Name, Northbrook wrapping paper and cards and Stamptastic so these are all great 
ways for the HPA to generate funds at no cost to you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

Year 4 India Day 
The staff and children of Y4 quite literally visited 
India today thanks to the VR Goggles in The Box.  
When they weren’t walking the courtyards of the Taj 
Mahal, the children enjoyed a blend of exotic 
activities including dancing, crafts and eating the 
world famous chili of Calcutta! 

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/hazelwood-school-56917/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A wonderful and convincing opening 20 to 5 win by Hazelwood’s Boys U13's B team away 
against Hawthorns School on Wednesday. Conditions were terrible and despite the 
extremely wet weather Hazelwood dominated possession and were hungry for victory from 
the opening whistle. Well done boys. 
 

  
 
 

  
 
The Hazelwood School Shop has plenty of fantastic ski wear at very reasonable prices.  
So if you’re heading off to the slopes for Christmas, half term or Easter, snow-plough into the 
School Shop and pick yourself up a bargain in the pre-season sale.     
 

Mrs Housego is promising lots of Years 4 and 5 drama fun at her holiday workshop on 
Friday 14th December (10am until 4pm).  See poster further in the Nutshell for full, festive 
details. 
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Free Mindfulness Session  
Have you heard all about the benefits of Mindfulness, but aren’t sure what it is, or if it’s for 
you? Or perhaps your children have been learning some techniques and you’re curious and 
want to support them? Come along and try for yourself next Thurs 6th Dec at 7.30-8.30pm.  
 
Research has repeatedly shown how practising Mindfulness can improve both our physical 
and emotional health. It can help relieve stress, anxiety, insomnia, overthinking, lower blood 
pressure and much more. It can also help us to appreciate and enjoy our lives, so that we 
aren’t just getting through the day but are flourishing in it.  
 
We’ll also learn about managing any upcoming Christmas stress. And, as I’m a big believer 
in balancing the serious with the light, I’ll be inviting you to have some fun tasting mulled 
wine mindfully!  
 
A poster with full details appears calmly at the end of the Nutshell. 
 
 
 
TIMBERRRRRRRRRR 2 
The National Trust have just rung to say that a tree has to come down on Monday. 
It is located alongside the entry drive. 
As a result, and for everyone’s safety, the driveway will be out of bounds from around 
9.15am on Monday 3rd December until such time as the work is complete.  The National 
Trust are aware of the going home times of the children. 

 

 

This beautiful Christmas display is the work of our 
talented librarian Mrs Wisniewski who has used magazine 
pages to create a tree which is as well-read as the children 
who pass by it each day. 



For the duration of the inconvenience, please enter the site, carefully, through the exit.  
Equally, if leaving the site, please be aware that there may be a car coming right at you the 
other way!   Apologies for the inconvenience. 
 

 



  
 

  
 

 

Year 3 feel a positive attraction 
This week Year 3 took their science, on magnets and 
compass, outside to put the theory learnt in the classroom 
to the test outdoors. They seem to be positively attracted 
to their resulting discoveries. 



HPA 

 

 

 



 



 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

              

Notice Board 

 

Communication sent home this week 

The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

 

Year 8  Progress Reports are being published tomorrow and will be available to view 
on the Parent Portal  

Years 6-8  French Film Showing  
Year 2  Paddington London Trip  
1SC  TA Appointment (sent by email)  
Chapel Choir  Limpsfield Grange Christmas Fair (those that are able to attend)  

 

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

Music & LAMDA Timetables will be uploaded every Friday as usual  

Tomorrow, Friday, 30th November is Year 4 India Day  

On Friday, 7th December pupils in Year 7 will be holding a bake sale at fruit break to raise 
money for the charity Crisis, a UK based charity for the homeless.  Pupils may bring in a 
small amount of money to buy a cake and/or make a donation.  Cakes will be 50p each and 
pupils can buy a maximum of 2 cakes each.   

For our Year 7 bakers, can they please drop off their cakes to Miss Keen's room before the 
start of the school day.  Please remember we are a “No Nut” site and there should be no nut 
or trace ingredients used in your cakes. 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


Please collect any cups that have been engraved from Final Assembly/Prize Giving Summer 
2018 from Mrs Greenwood’s office AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Please return any cups awarded at Final Assembly December 2017 to Mrs Greenwood’s 
office (individuals have been emailed) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Chapel Choir Young Bohemia 2019 - payment due by Friday, 30 November  

Violin/Cello Stringbabies - ALL INSTRUMENT HIRE FORMS MUST BE RETURNED AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE AND BEFORE THE END OF TERM.  

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 3 December 
1000 HNEY Oak Nativity Dress Rehearsal to Year 1 and 2 
1700-2000 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 
Tuesday 4 December 
0900-1200 HNEY Christmas Gift Shop and Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Wednesday 5 December 
All Day Year 2 ‘Fantastic Finish’ Trip to London 
0930  HNEY Oak Nativity 
1400  Rugby: U9 A-C Hurstpierpoint Tournament (A) 
1430  Netball: U13 A-D v Holmewood House (A) 
1430  Netball: U11 A-D and U10 A and B v Holmewood House (H) 
1000  Governors’ All Day Board Meeting 
 
Thursday 6 December  
0930  HNEY Skylarks’ Nativity 
1430  Netball: Junior Coaching Games with Sevenoaks Prep (H) 
1700-2000 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 
Friday 7 December  
All Day Remember your Christmas Gift Shop contributions today 
0930  Fledglings’ Christmas Concert 
1900  Christmas Concert 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 


