
 
 
Ahead of time, we have received the report from our recent ISI Inspection.  I am delighted to 
be able to share it with the whole school community ahead of the half term break.  I hope 
you will find time now and then to read it and to understand my excitement.  It is a stunning 
report littered with more than our fair share of excellents, exceptionals and exemplaries (all 
of which are clearly and thoroughly well-deserved)!  In essence, the progress made by our 
pupils was rated as EXCELLENT.  The levels of pupil attainment were considered as 
EXCELLENT.  The pupils’ personal and social development was EXCELLENT.  Our U2s 
Nursery provision was OUTSTANDING in every way.  In the more mundane, but equally 
important aspects of regulation, the school was found to be FULLY COMPLIANT in every 
way.  In other words, for every category of Inspection, the school received the highest rating. 
The supporting evidence pointed to a school community enjoying the very best of 
opportunities, rising to a myriad of challenges with enthusiasm and focus and developing a 
keen understanding of self and mutual worth and respect. The staff across both sites were 
recognised as being of the highest calibre in their teaching of, support of and inspiration of 
all our pupils.  I am so proud of every single member of our staff and pupil body.  It is one of 
the best Inspection Reports I have seen in my many years of being a teacher.   
 

 
 
The Report has been sent to you via email, and will be hosted on the school website, in its 
‘raw’ format.  It will be typeset and printed over the next ten days with a printed copy being 
sent to each family on our return from the February half term holiday. 
 
Beyond the Inspection, our pupils never cease to amaze and inspire me!  Just when you 
think there can be no more reasons to be proud, up pop a few more examples of children 
behaving in ways which pay tribute to their awareness of the ‘bigger picture’, respect and 
maturity.  When these examples involve our Year 8 pupils, I am particularly pleased as this 
is what we aim to encourage and to foster through the Upper School experience; young 

I hope you will take the time to read it, 
bearing in mind that the first few pages 
present the background and the context 
before the meat of the Report begins in 
earnest.   Bear with it and please do 
immerse yourselves in the body of the 
document as this is where you will find, 
after the summary rulings, the meat of 
the evidence which captures the 
amazing work being carried out across 
the school and nursery.  This is where 
the school is brought to life 
demonstrating that the Inspectors 
quickly got under the skin of who we are 
and what makes us special.  The views 
of the pupils are representative of the 
90+ children who were, at some point 
during the Inspection, interviewed.  
There was no member of staff present 
at these sessions.  The views 
expressed were theirs and only theirs.    

 



adults who are ready to stand their ground and to work together to make a positive change.  
My hat first goes off, this week, to the U13A rugby team who played a spirited and 
committed game of rugby on a miserable Wednesday afternoon to record a fine victory 
against St Michael’s.  The team have so far this season struggled to find their rhythm and 
where others may have given up, our boys have shown grit and determination and listened 
to the words of advice and encouragement from the touchline.  Myself and Mr Shepherd 
were delighted that their efforts have been duly rewarded.   
 
My second hat raising of the week goes to the Year 8 English students who flooded Mr 
Tappin’s desk with letters of petition against the ice cream served at Thursday’s lunchtime.  
They were not upset by the prospect of ice cream but rather the fact that the ice cream 
contained palm oil and was served in a polystyrene single serve tub with a plastic lid!  So 
wrong on so many levels.  Within a couple of hours of the lunchtime service coming to an 
end, the children had clearly debated the issue and penned some very eloquent and 
persuasive letters for the attention of the Catering Team.   Their writing and stance on this 
subject showed a real understanding of global issues and its impact on the environment. 
Needless to say any further helpings of ice cream will be served very differently.  Indeed, 
many of the Year 8s, seeing the opportunity perhaps of larger helpings for themselves and 
friends, have offered to be on hand to serve!   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

 

These two images capture the mood at the Nursery this week as the children have been 
immersed in the rich and intoxicating world of Chinese New Year. Such delight and 
engagement in activities which have captured the oriental spirit perfectly.  
 

这两个图像捕捉了本周幼儿园的情绪，因为孩子们已经沉浸在丰富而醉

人的中国农历新年。 这种喜悦和参与活动完美地俘获了东方精神。 



 
 
 
 
 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

Chinese New Year has taken the nursery by storm this week. It has been wonderful to see 
the children engaging and wanting to learn so much about other cultures. Although I did not 
see it first hand, the video of the Skylarks children re-creating the dragon dance in the 
Paterson hall was quite magnificent.  
 
I hope you enjoy reading all about the children’s week and looking at the pictures, do please 
read to the end for some important reminders. 
 
This week in Fledglings 1, we have enjoyed going out into the garden and exploring lots of 
water play, collecting lots leaves and riding on the bikes.  
We have also had lots of fun finding different coloured pebbles in shredded paper. The 
children have had great fun developing their balancing skills by climbing on our large soft 
play equipment and climbing frame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Fledglings 2, we have been exploring Dinosaurs. We have matched different coloured 
Dinosaurs, gone on a Dinosaur hunt and printed big and small Dinosaur feet using 
cardboard on our shoes. The children have mixed together chocolate and rice crispies 
together to make Dinosaur nests and made Dinosaur foot prints in play dough.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Upper Robins' room have been celebrating Chinese New Year this week to enhance 
their understanding of the world, different customs, festivals and cultures. We have 
reinforced our fine manipulative skills by trying to use chopsticks in order to pick up different 
sized pompoms and even ate some noodles at snack time using these skills. We played for 
prolonged periods in red and gold rice, listened to traditional Chinese music, snipped with 

 
 

 

   
 



scissors to create lanterns and all contributed towards our Chinese dragon by painting a 
paper plate.  
 

This week children in Lower Robins have been focusing on festivals, predominantly, Chinese 
New Year.  We have looked at Chinese customs such as cleaning and decorating the house 
and by making lanterns and giving presents to family members. We have read stories about 
Chinese New Year and why each New Year is named after a different animal.  In addition, 
the children have also been exploring different food such as rice and noodles, using 
chopsticks instead of a knife and fork. There was great excitement to see what message 
was hidden inside their fortune cookies. 

  
 

   
 
The Skylarks children have had an amazing week! They have been celebrating Chinese 
New Year and exploring their culture. The children loved getting involved in a Chinese 
dragon dance and exploring coloured noodles using chopsticks. They have also been 
building on their fine motor skills through writing their own Chinese numbers and using 
scissors to make their own lanterns and drums. The children have also been working on 
their upper body strength by using the new climbing walls and ropes. 
 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 
In Oak the children have enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year this week, creating 
paper chains and trying Chinese food at lunchtime on Tuesday.  In Mathematics, they have 
continued exploring 3D shapes.  There was much excitement when they investigated which 
shapes would roll and which would slide down a ramp.  They predicted first and then tested 
their ideas.  This led to discussion relating to corners, flat faces, curved faces and much 
more! Some children suggested that a few shapes would slide and roll! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 

 Please see the following from the EYFS Medication Policy- ‘Children who are not well 
should remain at home. However, if a child is feeling better, their temperature has 
been normal for 24 hours and they have not had any liquid paracetamol during that 
period, they may return to nursery.’  

 The menu for HNEY is on a rolling 3-week programme; menus are on the school 
website and will be updated each week on the parent boards in each room. 

 Please do not drop off your children before the start of their booked session. We 
must ensure that we have enough staff to cover the children that are booked in order 
to maintain ratios. If parents drop off before the booked session they will be asked to 
wait with their child. 

Mr Garlick leads the Skylarks’ children in their enjoyment of Chinese New Year.  
Discovering the texture of noodles was a particular delight!  

 

  



             Year 4 Play Photographs  

The gallery of Year 4 Play photographs can be 

accessed via the school website.  Simply visit 

the Parents’ section, enter your current 

password and scroll down the right hand 

menu until you find Photo Albums.  Click here 

and the Year 4 Play Album will be visible. All 

images can be downloaded from the website 

at no charge.   

 Please ensure that your child has waterproof trousers so that they are able to 
participate in outdoor activities. 

 There is an error in the Christmas dates in the current school calendar.  The Nursery 
will close on Thursday 19th December and reopen on Thursday 2nd January 2020. 

For more information on the Early Years Foundation Stage, please visit: 
www.foundationyears.org.uk  

News from Hazelwood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 The Angry Birds watch over 
the Year 3s as they hone 
their times tables skills.  The 
Birds are just one of the 
‘partners in learning’ that the 
Y3 use to build speed and 
dexterity with numbers. 

“I wanted to pass on my thanks and praise for the children 
and staff who put on such a wonderful performance in the 
Year 4 Play.  In other schools, grandparents can’t usually be 
accommodated so it was very special that we could come.  I 
just wanted to praise everyone.   For all the hard work 
everyone deserves a pat on the back.  We thought it was 
very funny and very appropriate for their age. We are looking 
forward to the next one!” 
 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


Seeing clearly through the fog 

Year 6 have been exploring imaginative and descriptive writing through the medium of a fog!  
They were given the choice of composing a poem or taking the start of a piece of prose and 
of continuing the writing.  

 

Foggy Day - Oliver McC 

Waving goodbye to my family, I set off along the icy, cracked pavement to school.  It was so 
slippery, it was as if the pavement wanted to trip me up with every step.  On the way up the 
hill, it was as icy as a mountain top.  On the other side of the road was St Michael's, an 
enchanted-looking castle from the time of Henry VIII.  The castle appeared as large as the 
Eiffel Tower. 

Entering the woods, the fog became as thick as a brick.  Through the dirt jumps, the fog was 
stuck in a bowl, like a fruit salad.  There was nothing but fog, you couldn't even see the trees 
but felt them so close, as if they were talking to me.   

When I spotted the tall iron gates of the school, they seemed to welcome me with open 
arms. With a sigh of relief, I had made it! Walking in, I realised that no-one was there - wait! I 
remembered, it was Saturday! 

 

Foggy Day - Sadie T 

Waving goodbye to my family, I set off along the icy, cracked pavement to school.  It was so 
slippery, and as I slipped and slid my way to the woods like a polar bear on ice skates, I felt 
the fog closing in on me. Entering the woods, the fog became as thick as honey on 
toast.   As I trotted along, I look around at the trees and branches.  They looked like they 
were trying to grab at me, and as I got deeper into the woods the branches grabbed me, 
reaching this time, tearing my shirt.  Running through the mud, feeling like it was sliding me 
along, I stumbled and fell. 

When I spotted the tall iron gates of the school, they seemed to welcome me with open 
arms! With a sigh of relief, I sprinted before anything else could happen.  As I inched closer, 
the fog parted the way to make a tunnel and a clear path to the glistening black 
gates.  Unfortunately, the fog remained all week - what an unwelcome visitor! 

 

 

 

Fog  
By  

Thalia F 

 



Tango in the Library by Mrs Dymoke and Ms Wiz! 
(an original piece written for Lupercus but shared, instead, within The Nutshell) 
  
It takes two to tango 
It takes two to read! 
That's you and the book! 
How wonderful, come 
Take a look! 
  
The library is full, 
Brimming with books. 
Biography here, 
Poetry there, 
How wonderful, come 
Let us share! 
  
Boxes of fairy tales  
Stand in the corner, 
Imagine the magic, the wolves and the bears 
That live in those pages 
Handed down through the ages.  
How wonderful, come 
Take a seat 
You young sages! 
  
All life is here in this room 
Thousands of people 
Dead and alive 
Who've written a story. 
Some will be true, some will be blue 
Others so funny you'll thrive 
On the laughter and fun 
For the rest of the day. 
How wonderful, come 
Let this reading community rejoice in the glory 
Of reading for pleasure. Without  
The need to measure 
Anything but the love of a good story!   
  
Children who read, 
Make time to de-speed. 
It's a marvel to see 
How relaxed they can be.  
With a book in their lap, 
 

Apologies to Scarlett R whose wonderful LAMDA achievement was cut off by Mr Tappin’s 
inability to cut and paste from a list supplied by Mrs H.  Her Merit is well deserved and cause 
for celebration! 
Level 1 Award in Performance Sebastian L Acting Grade 3  Distinction  
Level 1 Award in Performance Connie D Acting Grade 3   Distinction  
Entry Level Award in Performance Trinny A Acting Entry Level   Merit 
Level 1 Award in Performance Kiran C Acting Grade 1     Merit  
Level 1  Award in Performance Scarlett R    Merit 
 

The minds of tomorrow 
Escape to feel joy 
Escape to feel sorrow! 
How wonderful, come 
Find peace in the fact and the fiction, 
The poetry, rap and the diction! 
  
It takes two to tango, 
So Mrs Wiz and Mrs D 
Take your places 
For all to see! 
Life is here 
In the Library! 
How wonderful, come 
It's no surprise 
We learnt to empathise 
To feel and think,  
And now, in a blink, 
We onwards go,  
But forever,  
Hold a book,  
Close to you, 
And think of Hazelwood 
And do that tango, 
That's you and the book...  
Go on...take a look! 
  

 

 



  
 
Well done to the children, and Mrs Steel, who are currently leading the school’s Six Nations 
accumulator challenge.  There’s plenty more matches ahead and lots to play for.  Well done 
too to those who have already signed up for this year’s Triathlon. These are the smart 
competitors; register early to give maximum time to train before leaving the slow coaches 
standing on the starting line-up. Thanks go to Artemis Funds for their generous support of 
the event. Their funding will cover most of the costs of the event.  Other sponsors are still 
welcome. Please contact bursar@hazelwoodschool.com if you wish to assist with this very 
special school community event. 
 
 

 

Well done to the pupils 
who took part in the 
H&S Week Jamboard 
Challenge. The 
children had to create 
Jams using H&S as 
their starting point.  
There were some great 
ideas which caught the 
eye of the adjudicators.  
Points were awarded 
which will be added to 
the year group’s tally if 
H&S Points secured 
through the week.  Mrs 
Louw will be 
announcing the overall 
winner and presenting 
the H&S trophy before 
the half term break!   

mailto:bursar@hazelwoodschool.com


HALF TERM HOLIDAY THINGS TO DO! From the school’s librarians 

 THE SHAKESPEARE GLOBE 

16 &17, 23 & 24 February 2019, 9.00am & 2.30pm 
18 -22 February 2019, 11.30am & 2.30pm 
Synopsis 

Who went to the theatre in Shakespeare’s England? What is a penny groundling? What was 
the smell like at the Globe? Our Family Tour introduces younger visitors to Shakespeare’s 
London and to the theatrical world he created.  
Step into Shakespeare’s Globe and learn about Elizabethan stage practices all the way from 
Heaven to Hell through to the experience of Shakespeare’s audiences. 
From blood and gore to poetry and prose, the Family Tour will delight and disgust. 
We think this tour is perfect for 7-11 year olds but older and younger siblings are more than 
welcome. 
All children must be accompanied by a paying adult. 

  

Tickets : Adults £17.00, Children £10.00 
Family Tour Deal £46 (Two Adults and Three Children) 

 

 
  
There are plenty of other activities at the Globe during half term including Romeo and Juliet 
and some hands on activities for children.  Please see the Globes website for more 
information. 
  
  
IMAGINE CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL  - 13 – 24 FEB 2019 

Southbank Centre's Imagine Children's Festival  returns in 2019 for 12 jam-packed days 

of fun. 
Dive into the best children’s theatre, literature and music, with plenty of workshops and free 
events for everyone. 
Draw, write, read, play, sing, dance and create with us. With over 50% of the programme 
free and loads to do for ages 0 – 12, we have your half term sorted. 
  
 

mailto:CHILDREN@S


 
 
….OTHER THINGS one might like to do in London during the February Half Term 

Brick Wonders opens at Horniman Museum - What would you build with half a million 
LEGO® bricks? or  
 
Battersea Park Zoo - Story telling with a chance to meet the animals.  On Mondays starting 
on 7th January and throughout February animal loving toddlers (with accompanying grown-
ups!) can come to the zoo and listen to a small, furry animal story (with perhaps a couple of 
cool reptile ones too!) AND get the opportunity to meet the real life characters! 
The fun starts at 11.30am 
Duration approx. 30mins. Usual entrance fees apply. On Feb 18th Story Time will be @ 
11.45am & 2.45pm 

Enjoy your Half Term! 
 
Year 3 are armed and dangerous! 

  
 
Year Three have had another exciting week.  The children were challenged to design and 
make their own Stone Age tools and weapons.  First the children had to use the I-pads to 
research the different types and tools and weapons and investigate the materials used in 
making them. They then had to decide on a design and write up instructions for their 
tribe.  The children then ventured out into the wilds of the school site as hunter gatherers to 
find the materials they would need to make their weapons.  They then, using string and 
handsaws, put their tools and weapons together following their own instructions.   
 



 

  
 

 
 
SchoolsSitTogether - Nationwide 5-minute Mindful Sit  
Year 3 had a mindful start to their Tuesday morning this week. The whole year group took 
part in a nationwide 5-minute mindful sit, organised by the brilliant Mindfulness in Schools 
Project. 
 
After a short discussion on what mindfulness is and how it can help, we woke ourselves up 
with some mindful stretching, jumping and shaking about. Moving our bodies about makes 
sitting still afterwards easier too. 

 

 



Meditation is a wonderful thing to practice in a group, but it can sometimes be hard not to 
feel distracted by our friends, especially if we’re trying it for the first time. So to avoid 
distraction, I asked all the children to create a virtual bubble around themselves and to try to 
stay inside it throughout the practice. 
 

  
 

 
 
We then began the mindful sit. The children were invited to close their eyes and I guided 
them through a short sitting practice. They managed their bubbles beautifully and we ended 
our session with a 1-minute finger breathing exercise, which is always popular with the 
children on my courses. When we’d finished, I asked them how they’d found it, “We really 
liked it! We feel so calm now,” they enthused. 
 
I think we should start every Tuesday like this!     Mrs Asli 
 

 



 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

Hazelwood Year 6 girls’ C & 
D teams triumphed on 
Wednesday against Granville 
School in Sevenoaks. The 
standard of play continues to 
improve every week. As it 
transpired both games were 
very close. The C's won 1 to 
0 and had several close shots 
at the net by Violet. The 
passing amongst Hazelwood 
girls was fast and good. A 
great team effort. Well done 
to all the girls.  
 

Well done to the U8A’s who won 9-0 to Russell House and 3-1 to Micklefield 
School this week! All girls played exceptionally well and the team were all 
‘girl of the match!’  Miss Lloyd  
 

A sneak preview of the stunning Y5 war worlds within a world. More images next week… 



 

 
 



  
 

  
 

 
 
throughout. They even helped Madame Jones with the  
washing up (or rather with the loading of the dishwasher!)   
The verdict on the meal was a feast fit for a king and  
one worthy of very many Michelin Stars!  
 
 

Miss Keen, Mr Shepherd and 
Mr Tappin were the lucky 
diners who were treated to the 
latest Y7 Elective Food 
Technology end-of-rotation 
lunchtime extravaganza.  
Presenting a challenging menu 
of stuffed peppers (cous cous 
and haloumi) followed by garlic 
and lemon chicken with 
roasted potatoes and 
asparagus and rounded off 
with rhubarb and mascarpone 
syllabub, the children were 
consummate professionals  

 



News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable is published to parents on the Parent Information Portal (PIP) 
every Friday and can also be viewed on the Notice Board outside the Sports Hall.  Please 
ensure that your child brings their instrument and music in on the relevant day and is aware 
of their lesson time.  It is also important for them to take their books and instruments home 
when they do not need them in school.  Thank you 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

              

Notice Board 

 

Communication sent home this week 

Dear Parents,  

The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Year 1 - Leeds Castle Letter  
Year 2 & 3 - Horrible Histories Final Letter  
Year 7 - Parents’ Evening Letter   

 

REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Music and LAMDA Timetables will be uploaded every Friday as usual  
As advertised in the Nutshell there will be boys and girls Half Term Hockey Courses -
  booking forms are in Reception  
Year 4 DVD Order Forms final day to order is 8/2/19  

 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL


 

Key Events for Next Week 

Monday 11 February 
All Day  Years 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
1600-1930  Swimming: U10-U13 IAPS Qualifying Rounds at Cranleigh (A) 
1645-1800       Year 6 Play Rehearsals 
  
Tuesday 12 February 
All Day  Years 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
1430   Netball: U8 A-C v Caterham (A) 
1645-1800 Year 6 Play Rehearsal 
 
Wednesday 13 February 
All Day  Years 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
All Day  Year 2 Trip to the Horniman Museum 
1430   Rugby U13 A-B v Copthorne (A) 
1430  Rugby: U11A Boundary Oak 7’s (A) 
1430  Rugby U11 B-C v Aldro (A) 
1430  Rugby: U10 A-B v Aldro (H) 
1430  Netball: U11 A-B St Michael’s Tournament (1345) (A) 
1430  Netball: U11 C-D v Derwent Lodge (H) 
1430  Netball: U10 A-B v Derwent Lodge (A) 
1600  Netball: U13A-D v Walthamstow Hall (A) 
 
Thursday 14 February 
All Day  Years 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
1025-1050   School Council Meeting 
1430   Rugby: U9 A-D v Cumnor House and New Beacon (H) 
1430  Netball: U9 A-C v Caterham (A) 
1430  Netball: U8 A Hazelwood 1400 Netball Tournament Home 
1330-1630 Year 6 Play Rehearsal 
  
HALF TERM STARTS 

Wanted for the duration of the 
Year 6 play rehearsal and 
performance schedule:  An 
‘under the worktop’ freezer for 
the storing of dry ice. 
 
Please contact Mrs Housego 
(housegoj@hazelwoodschool.co
m) if you are able to help. 
 
Many thanks. 
 

mailto:housegoj@hazelwoodschool.com
mailto:housegoj@hazelwoodschool.com
mailto:housegoj@hazelwoodschool.com


Friday 15 February  
All Day SCHOOL CLOSED INSET DAY (Staff Training) 
Nursery & Early Years Closed (Staff Training) 
 
 

 
 
 This stunning rainbow was spotted and caught on camera by the 

children of Oak Reception.  The almost double rainbow certainly 
brightened up the sky over Oxted.  It reached up into the sky 
almost as far as the giant crane which also made an appearance 
in Oxted High Street as part of the gasworks rejuvenation project.  
Do you know what a double rainbow means?  Two pots of gold 
and twice as much luck of the Irish (don’t mention the rugby!) at 
the end of each.   



 





 


