
 
 
Many of us this week have found ourselves suffering from jaw ache having smiled and laughed 
our way through the Year 4 Play ’ZOOM!’  The wonderful performance was an hour of 
unbridled joy staged by a cast of spirited children, all of whom played their part in raising the 
bar and keeping it way up there throughout.  The stunning solo numbers were delivered with 
poise and confidence.  The infectious group numbers were bright and lively.  The costumes 
and characterisations lit up the stage with colour and humour.  It was a tremendous tour de 
force of teamwork and talent.  For those of us in the audience it was all too easy to forget that 
the stage was filled, not with teenage actors who had honed their skills and self-assurance 
through years of practice, but with nine year olds for whom this was but the second or third 
time they had taken to the stage for such an enterprise.  A huge well done to the whole of 
Year 4 for brightening up what were dark and dank mornings and evenings this week; you 
gave us plenty of reasons to both laugh and reflect.  Toby Tortoise showed grit, determination, 
self-belief and compassion. A better role model we could not have wished for!  
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Equally heart-warming and reassuring were the performances of the Years 5 and 6 rugby 
team at the Tonbridge Festival of Rugby last weekend.  I, and many supporting parents, 
friends and staff stood on what was a freezing touchline to watch as the teams from Hazelwood 
excelled both on and off the field.  The level and quality of rugby played was of the highest 
standard, the focus and determination shown by all players was impressive and the sight of 
each player developing their own individual strategies to combat players taller, faster and 

More photos appear later in The Nutshell.  All are now hosted within the Photo Gallery 
section of the Parents’ area of the school website.  These can all be downloaded and 
shared for free!  They’re a great way to remember a fabulous performance!  



stronger than them made for an interesting morning.  The Festival is one where there is no 
overall winner. All the teams, drawn from far and wide, are there to enjoy and to celebrate the 
game of rugby.  Nevertheless, it’s incredibly pleasing to note that the Hazelwood teams were 
mostly unbeaten throughout the tournament with only some dubious tactics in pretty much the 
final scrum of the tournament robbing us of a run of back-to-back victories.  Each and every 
player was a credit to themselves, to their coaches and to their families.  I returned to school, 
chilled to the bone but with a sense of pride and delight which quickly warmed me through and 
gave me a glow for the rest of the day.  
 

  
 
After their exploits at the weekend, many of the U11 and U10 A teams were rested in the mid-
week matches against Sevenoaks. Mr Fotheringham, instead, asked the B teams to step up 
and take on Sevenoaks’ finest players in both age groups.  His faith and confidence in the 
boys was rewarded with a close match for the U11s which underlined how far ahead we are 
as a school in our sports coaching, talent and player commitment.  Whilst Sevenoaks emerged 
victorious, the conquering margin was so slender that the match could have gone either way.  
Winning score lines would have been nice, but what was even better was the spirit shown by 
the Hazelwood teams; the U10 and U11 teams exuded a self-belief that they had what it took 
to unseat a seemingly more proficient opposition.  A confidence which came so close to 
carrying them through.  
 
This week was a fine example of our Sports Department’s drive to give as many individuals 
as possible a chance to play and to represent the school in matches and galas.  For many, 
after weeks of focused training and coaching, it was their first time in a fiercely competitive 
situation and they did all that was asked of them.  In the mid-week gala, we took a conscious 
decision not to just ask our most able, and practised swimmers to take part in numerous races.  
We preferred instead to build the depth of our squad, investing for future meets, including 
IAPS, in the coming weeks.  The gala was a great opportunity to test the waters, quite literally, 
with some our emerging talent, allowing them to shed their competition nerves ahead of the 
‘main event’.  It was a brave decision for Mrs Falconer, Head of Swimming and PE to take but 
one which she took with courage and certainty knowing the children’s potential for the many 
galas which lie ahead of them throughout their time at Hazelwood.  The relays are always a 
good indicator of the strength of the squad and the quality of the coaching.  Individual races 
can be won on power and stamina but the relays need a well-oiled team who are thinking and 
working as one.  After a number of incredibly powerful individual races, Hazelwood came into 
their own with a late flurry of relay victories all of which bode well for the future and point to a 
group of swimmers who will continue to grow into a squad of considerable versatility, spirit and 
confidence. 
 
I am proud that Hazelwood pupils take challenges in their stride and that they are a team of 
young people who show such support and compassion for each other.  This is particularly 



worthy of note and celebration as we head, next week, into Children’s Mental Health Week.  
Below is a link which presents five ways that families can work together to promote a positive 
state of mind for themselves and their children.  We shall be exploring these areas through 
Form time and PSHE discussions.  Some classes are planning to set up Gratitude Jars into 
which pupils can place notes of what or who has made them thankful. Small moments of 
thoughtfulness and tokens of appreciation, which have a disproportionate impact to their size.  
We are grateful too to Mrs Asli for her mindful input into school life and her encouragement to 
take time out, even in the busiest of days, to reflect and recharge.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndp6v4  I, for one, continue to be grateful for 
being part of a special community of individuals who strive to do their best; working hard 
each day and enjoying life as the photos below clearly show!  Enjoy your weekends. 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndp6v4


News from The Nursery & Early Years 

As January draws to a close the children at HNEY show no signs of stopping in their learning. 
On Thursday morning I was reminded of what a special place we are all so fortunate to work, 
play and learn at. I sat at my desk composing an email and all of a sudden I was stopped in 
my tracks with an outburst of hysterical laughter. The reason for it could not be determined, it 
was just a group of Oak children so happy to be back at school for the day and to see each 
other. The day that followed was one of purposeful learning and play. It really is true that happy 
children learn best and we have an entire site full of happy children! Thank you to all the staff 
and parents that promote this positivity and encourage the children in all that they do. 
 
This week in Fledglings 1, the children have spent some time within the garden where they 
have cleaned the farm animal whilst using different sized brushes; the children have also 
pushed the different sized tractors around the garden too, showing good spatial awareness  
We have also created marks using play dough tools when exploring lemon scented play 
dough and moon dust messy play.  The children have also shown an interest in exploring 
and playing with the tea pots, cups and selection of food within the home corner; where they 
have practised their pouring skills. 

We have continued to explore pirates in Fledglings 2 this week. The children have painted 
sheets of paper to make a pirate ship and gone for a treasure hunt searching for gold coins in 
the garden and outside areas. The children have played turn taking games in small groups 
and enjoyed exploring how ice melts using their hands and have used brushes to reveal the 
hidden treasure. The children loved feeling the wind in their hair using a large sail, taking it in 
turns to make it go up and down.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In Lower Robins we have been 
exploring the Highway Rat story. 
The children have really enjoyed 
going on shape hunts and 
following the Highway Rat trail to 
the nature area where the 
children retold parts of the story, 
looked at insects and even went 
pond dipping.  They have also 
been making Highway Rat 
masks, exploring different 
textures in the messy tray and 
have been talking about what 
makes us happy and sad and 
how we can make others happy 
by sharing. 



Robins have also enjoyed baking their own cupcakes which they ate very quickly so the 
Highway Rat didn’t get any! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week the Upper Robins' children have focused on the topic of Fantasy. From fictional 
stories about dragons and witches to a 'small world' table, complete with fairies, magic stones, 
unicorns and wizards, their imaginations have been able to run free. Focused activities 
reinforced all areas of learning: we alternated 2 and 3 colours to create patterned dragons, 
identified shapes and our initials to form magic wands and made fire-breathing dragons from 
tissue paper and cardboard tubes. We even concocted magic potions using a wide selection 
of ingredients and different manipulative skills. Paste, gel, glitter, leaves, sequins, perfume, 
water and berries were all available to add to our mixtures using spoons, pipettes, pump 
dispensers, squeezy tubes and jugs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skylarks have a tale to tell this week as we have been focusing on 'Once upon a time'. We 
started our week by making a castle out of recycled materials, and the Kings, Queens, Princes 
and Princesses of Skylarks have been making crowns to complete the experience! Skylarks 
have also visited our library this week and we had a furry friend pop in to say hello before we 
started drawing our own characters for a story! The garden has been much loved too by 
Skylarks as we explored the mud and fallen sticks from the wind and rain, using our senses 
and tools to investigate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Inspiring the Oak children’s learning this week were different versions of the story, “The Three 
Little Pigs”. Some of the activities included acting out the story, working in teams to create 
houses including some traps for the big, bad wolf and beginning to create their own stories. 
The children have also explored the inside and outside areas looking for 3D shapes and using 
the Numicon to investigate the number bonds to 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt’s Moment of the Week 
My moment of the week came as I was walking past Lower Robins. On the Robin’s door were 
pictures of the children and some sentences of what made them happy or sad. Two children 
were standing at the door excitedly talking and giggling about their pictures and pointing out 
the other children’s contributions to each other. This really showed me how engaged the 
children were with that activity and how it had stayed with them after they had finished. 

Polite Reminder 
Please can you ensure that all children have the appropriate outdoor clothing at Nursery. It is 
very difficult to keep the children’s clothing/uniform dry and clean if they do not have the 
necessary clothing on their pegs.  

 

 

 

 

The children decided that they were going to build a 
'circuit' to power the building. They then came back into 
class to get whiteboards to write a list of things they would 
need to make it work. 
 



News from Hazelwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Mclhone, six-times Men's British Free Rollerskating Champion, former European 
Champion and 3rd place in the World Championships came to Hazelwood School on Sunday 
to run a training day with our own skating coach Barry Bridger.  
  
Barry only invited his top skaters to attend and Flo B (Year 4) was asked to take part.  Flo 
thoroughly enjoyed herself and skated brilliantly despite being a little tired from attending the 
Y4 play rehearsals earlier in the day.  
 

 
 

Year 6 have been studying 
the work of David Hockney.  
Using his different styles 
and approaches to creating 
both individual and 
composite artworks, the 
budding artists have 
created a dramatic display 
by the Dining Hall.  The 
overall impact is one of life 
and colour which, on closer 
inspection reveals some 
phenomenal works of art.   
 
Pictured below is Ollie from 
Year 2 who, with his writing 
muse Mabel, rushed home 
last week to pen his 
contribution to the 
Chestnut Chronicle.  Issue 
II is out next week; expect 
a bumper edition! 

 

Hey Ollie, can I tell you my idea for the 
Chestnut Chronicle? 

 



 
 
Tonbridge School Festival of Rugby: U11 Report 
Despite much talent and flair, the U11A rugby team have struggled to click during the early 
part of this season. They however remained confident that the big win was just around the 
corner. Last Sunday proved just the challenge they needed, with a draw full of some of the 
finest rugby playing schools in the South East of England. In the first match against the New 
Beacon the Hazelwood squad absorbed some initial pressure and with an aggressive pressing 
defensive line, forced the turnover and from that point on dominated play. Four tries in 15 
minutes marked an emphatic opening win. Keen to continue this positive momentum the 
second match against Yardley Court was full of aggressive running, quick ruck ball and again 
an excellent defensive line from the Hazelwood team. An equally definitive win of 4 tries to 0 
put Hazelwood very much as the team to beat. The third match was against a big and physical 
Northcote Lodge side. Although Hazelwood did not enjoy as much ball as the first two games, 
when they did have it they proved clinical. It was great to see them try moves and calls 
practiced on the training paddock, with many coming to fruition and another convincing 3-0 
victory. The last games and in many respect the final was against Thomas’ Clapham. For the 
first time in the tournament Hazelwood conceded an early try. The team showed tremendous 
GRIT, they did not let their heads go down and after a period of intense pressure they scored 
an equaliser. In the dying minutes Hazelwood were on the attack again with a scrum 5 metres 
from the opposition try line. Unfortunately they lost the strike and conceded a second try on 
the final whistle. 
 
Despite narrowly losing the final match, the team should be extremely proud of the way they 
played rugby across the morning. We have not mentioned any names in this report, because 
when this team clicks it is all about the team! 
 
Frazer AL, Leo B, Alex B, Hugo De VH, Jack E, Sam L, Liam M, William S, George A, Sam W 
and Jack K.                      Mrs Shepherd 
 

 
 
Tonbridge School Festival of Rugby: U10 Report 
Last Sunday the Year 5 rugby team had the opportunity to take on some of the South East’s 
premier schools. Some on our Wednesday circuit but many from further afield. It is a 
benchmark tournament, where the standard is extremely high. 
Old foe New Beacon up first and a thrilling 0-0 draw with both teams warming to the day’s 
events with great attacking rugby and resolute defence. 10 minutes of attritional physical 



rugby.  Thomas Clapham up next and a 2-0 win put us in buoyant mood.   A quick meeting to 
discuss what we wanted to achieve in the next four games and where we could improve. 
These Intelligent, mature sportsman had the answers in theory; could they produce the 
goods?  
The next four games saw us dispatch quality opposition in Milbourne Lodge 6-0, Parkside 5-
0 Northcote Lodge 5-0 and Yardley Court 3-0.  
21 tries scored, 0 conceded.  The scores while impressive don't tell the full story.  
After the first two games the players decided they all needed a specific job to make the side 
better.  
Henry, James, Felix and Dibbe worked tirelessly in the middle of the park, sending opposition 
back with a vengeance at every turn, selflessly pouring into rucks forcing turnovers and 
carrying with pace and power. This allowed Jens and Alex to pull the strings and move the 
opposition round at will. With Woody's searing pace and footwork he is always going to cause 
trouble, add his distribution at the right time to put George and Harrison away, it became 
impossible to defend. The finishing from the later 2 was devastating with George a human 
pinball.  
The defence deserves a special mention.  To keep out six quality sides in an hour of rugby is 
sensational. It speaks volumes for how hard these boys work. Technically brilliant 
and aggressive and their mantra not mine, TOGETHER! 
A special thank you to the army of Hazelwood Parents who I know enjoyed the outstanding 
display from their boys and appreciated the number of staff who left the comfort and warmth 
of their homes to support the boys. Mr Reay, Mr Rady, Mr Lloyd, Miss Dancy and Mrs Louw 
were equally delighted to be there to witness the boys’ fine performances.           Mr F 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If any parents have any photos from the festival that they are willing to share, please can 
they be emailed through to bursar@hazelwoodschool.com  Thank you.  

The Year 8 prefects joined 
Mrs Louw, Mr Shepherd, Mr 
Fagg and other members of 
the Upper School teaching 
staff earlier in the week for 
their termly breakfast and 
ideas forum.  Whilst tucking 
into bacon and sausage 
sandwiches, the children 
shared their ideas on how to 
make Hazelwood a school of 
which they could be even 
more proud!  

 
 
 
 

Thank you for all the 
applications received for the 
2019-20 distribution of 
Community Fund grants.  
These will now be 
considered with successful 
bids notified as soon after 
half term as possible.   

To everyone who pulled out all the stops and arrived at school last Thursday ready for 
the film and photo cameras. We captured some great shots and footage which portray 
the spirit of the school.  One final film crew will be on site next Friday, in the afternoon, to 
record the final footage for the school’s i25 Awards submission and then it’s fingers 

crossed until the Awards ceremony in March.    

mailto:bursar@hazelwoodschool.com


  
 

   
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



The Perfect End to the Week! 
I have just finished the week in the best possible way I could have imagined. 
Tonight I was invited to join Le Club Français with Madame Richard’s Year 2. 
I was greeted with the warmest welcome and got to taste some of the best traditional French 
foods. My tummy is full for the weekend and I have really enjoyed spending some time with 
our younger language learners. 
 
I was impressed by the engagement and the brilliant participation, and confident accent of 

everyone present.  J’adore  J’adore  J’adore ! 
 
Merci, Madame Richards… Je reviendrai! 
PS: Who can guess which is Madame Richard’s favourite food   Madame LeFloch 
 

  
 
 
A huge thank you to all the parents who are able to come and support their children on 
the sidelines, not only during the week, but also at the weekend. 
We are delighted that Hazelwood parents are supportive and encouraging whatever the result. 
However, please do take a moment to read the poster below to ensure that everyone involved 
is having a positive experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

A huge well done to the U8 A team for their victory over Russell House. All the fantastic 
coaching from Miss Parr has come to fruition- the passing, movement and footwork has 
improved so much since they started playing in November. She was so disappointed to miss 
it, but thoroughly enjoyed hearing all about it. Well done team! 
 

 
 

The U11Bs had a 

tournament at Hawthorns 

School on Wednesday 

afternoon, they played 

very well and really 

started coming together in 

their final matches driving 

for the ball and 

intercepting the ball well. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t 

the U11Bs day and they 

did not place but, a great 

afternoon of matches for 

these nine determined 

and spirited girls. 

Please note: subject to the weather, next Wednesday 5th February will be Years 5 & 6 
Interhouse rugby. 



CHESTNUT AUTHOR VISIT 31st January GRAHAM JONES  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Years 1 & 2 have been visited 
by Graham Jones - Author of 
The Time Travelling Toby 
series.  Each pupil will be 
bringing home a Time 
Travelling car template for 
them to make.    I am sure they 
will be eager to tell you about 
their fabulous day and to give 
you some insight into what 
they have learned about their 
topics, while you help them 
make up the Time Travelling 
Car.  A full report will be 
featured in next week’s 
Nutshell.  
 

 

 

 

Lego Quest Club 
There have been 
some marvelous 
models constructed 
this week.   
Hats off to Thomas 
who, after a 
number of weeks of 
trial and error, 
managed to create 
a very exciting 
looking roller 
coaster!  
 



  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

Year 4 Play 2020 – ZOOM! 



Supertato to the Rescue! 

We have been reading the text ‘Supertato’ about an evil pea getting loose in the supermarket 
and terrorising the cheese, cupcakes and fruit.  Supertato saved the day. 
 
The evil pea came to the Year 1’s classrooms today during lunch time today and left peas and 
a warning note.  He said he was going to come and catch our special class teddy tomorrow. 
We decided to design a trap to catch the evil pea. These are our wonderful designs: 
 

  
 

  
 
Then in computing, the children drew pictures of the evil pea, Supertato, fruit and veg, cheese 
and cupcakes and placed them in various positions in the BeeBot mat. The children then had 
to program the Beebot from Supertato to the evil pea, avoiding all the food obstacles.  
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 

HPA 

 

Booking holidays, ordering groceries or shopping online? Please generate £££ for the 
HPA school fundraising via www.thegivingmachine.co.uk 
 
It's very easy to generate free commission for the HPA by shopping through the 
portal www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk. There are over 2000 of the most popular retailers taking 
part in the scheme making it easy for you to make a difference without it costing you any more 
than it would do otherwise.  You can even book your holiday and travel through the portal 
generating substantial valuable funds for the HPA.  Those participating include British Airways 
and many airlines, Neilson and other package holiday companies, Booking.com, 
Lastminute.com, airport parking, car hire, Legoland and many other holiday companies and 
visitor attractions both here and abroad.  You can open a new tab for The Giving Machine just 
before you check out and your basket should be waiting there for you to generate money for 
the HPA using the checkout code "Hazelwood School".  At no extra cost to you, this has the 
potential to raise very substantial funds.  Thank you for your support. 
Disco for Years 3, 4 and 5 - Friday 7th February - 4.30pm - 6.00pm 
The HPA is organising a Disco for Years, 3, 4 and 5 children to be held in the Bawtree Hall.  A 
children’s disco DJ will be playing music and leading fun and games for the children.  School 
staff will be in attendance to supervise the children.  Children should remain in school uniform. 
Tickets are priced at £5 per child and include a drink and a snack.  Children who are normally 
booked into late rooms or clubs who would like to attend will need to book and are not 
guaranteed a place. 
To attend, please return a completed form with payment to the school office clearly marked 
"HPA Disco" by no later than 4pm on Wednesday 5th February as there needs to be sufficient 
time to make the necessary supervision and catering arrangements. 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/


 

 



 



News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on PIP. 

              

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 

Dear Parents,  

The following communications have been uploaded to the Parent Information Portal and are 
now available to view if relevant to you or your child/children:  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

LETTERS  

Years 6-8 - Revision Tips Parent Information Evening - replies by Thursday, 6 February  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

Year 6 - Trip to Blacklands Farm - replies by Friday, 7th February  

Year 5 - Bowles - Final Information, Consents and Kit List - replies by Friday, 31st January  

Year 4 - Play DVD - please email Nikki Powell with your order on aa@hazelwoodschool.com  

Late Rooms Telephone Numbers - The school office closes at 5pm, so please use the 
following numbers for the late rooms  
Years 1-2 - 07733 073057, Years 3-4 - 07827 687874, Years 5-8 - 07444 723032  

Term Time Absence  
As you know, we endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that 
parents may plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over 
weekend time. We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-
time unless it is absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are 
extenuating circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. 
Please be aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition 
process if they request it.   If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, 
please note that staff will not be able to provide catch up work.  Any requests you wish to 
submit should be made using the Absence Request form, which is available from the School 
Office.  Thank you for your co-operation.  

School Car Park  
Can we please remind parents to please be considerate and courteous towards other 
parents and drivers in the school car park.  Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but 
for all users of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during 
busy periods when the weather may not be at its best.  A reminder that the maximum speed 
limit in the car park is 5mph – please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto 
the road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to 
walk through the woods. 

 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
mailto:aa@hazelwoodschool.com


 



 
 

 



 

 


