
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ten Top Reasons to be Cheerful….. 

Reason No. 1: Whole School Picnic on Monday in the Last of the Sunshine 

Reason No. 2: Outdoor Constructive Play with Friends 

 

Reason No. 3:  Individual Focus and Determination 
to get a job well done! 

This week’s Nutshell aims to 
put a smile on your face! Staff 
were asked to submit words 
and pictures from the week 
which had made them smile 
and laugh out loud.  We are 
keen for the happy memories 
which are being created to 
outshine the inevitable 
worries about COVID and the 
need to sanitise and keep 
distance. 

We all need to ‘look up’ and see the good things in 
life in order to maintain our healthy perspective and 
optimism for the future.  Life at Hazelwood gets 
more back to ‘normal’ with each passing week as 
staff and pupils come together to find ways, which 
comply with regulation, but which allow activities 
such as music groups to recommence.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Reason No. 4: Year 7 find the right balance with the outdoor learning kit  

“Mrs Powell standing at the office 
window watching the children 
laughing and playing in the sunshine 
with their friends.  Makes her smile 
every time.” 
 

Reason No. 5: The sight of the site 

alive with the sound of children happy 

to be back together with their friends   

“How lovely everyone has been 
(staff and children) and 
particularly staff this week asking 
how I'm settling in and getting on 
:) The atmosphere here is just 
lovely. So thank you all for 
making me smile this week.”  

Reason No. 6: Mrs Nash’s 
favourable first impressions of 
the Hazelwood community   

Reason No. 7: Making and staying close friends and 

finding support and strength in each other   



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reason No. 8: Watching the Year 8 Septet Vocal Ensemble this morning made Mrs 
Greenwood cry – they were singing so beautifully and it has been so long without any 
music. 
 

Reason No. 9: The return of music ensembles and early morning rehearsals.  In Year 
Group bubbles, the Year 8 Girl Band will go head-to-head with the Year 8 Septet, the 
Year 6 String Band and the Year 5 Music Group. 
 

 
 

 

Reason No. 10: Customised visors 
with sparkle and fun! 



For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

  
 
With the weather taking a turn this week, the children at HNEY have continued to flourish 
across the Early Years site. They have had another fabulous week, enjoying lots of outdoor 
play and lots of learning opportunities within the rooms as well. Nature club began their 
vegetable planting for the season and hope to have a great crop of beetroot, leeks, parsnips 
and purple sprouting broccoli! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What fun we have! Please continue to read on for a full round up of this week’s activities! 

This week we have been continuing to settle some new children in to Fledglings 1.  
Two of our children have begun to walk, causing huge excitement! They are enjoying the 
outside area, exploring the Autumn leaves and investigating the flower pots filled with 
pansies. We have also been introducing the children to some sensory activities, hand 
painting and play dough. Lots of singing and dancing as always! 
 
Fledglings 2 have had a very creative week following on from the little raindrop we started 
last week! We have had lots of fun creating sun catchers and looking at the colours we were 
using, as well as planting cress seeds in the 'Greenhouses' the children were making! The  

 

It has been 
wonderful to see 
the children making 
the most of the 
fabulous new 
climbing wall and 
slide, built by the 
wonderful Paulo. 
Also, a huge thank 
you for all of your 
donations last 
week for the HNEY 
Jeans for genes 
day. We raised a 
whopping £593!!! 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
children have also been making 'suns' using a circle and triangles, looking at the colours, 
shapes and counting how many points their sun had! And of course you cannot have a day 
without music, the children have especially enjoyed 'sleeping bunnies' this week! The 
following quotes have inspired the planning and spontaneous opportunities on offer to the 
Fledglings 2 children this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week in Robins the children have enjoyed lots of construction, they have loved building 
with the large Lego bricks and building bricks outside in the garden, building with smaller 
construction resources, counting and making towers with the smaller bricks. They also 
enjoyed experimenting with using textures using clay, straw, sticks and stones to make the 
three little pigs houses. Robins have also enjoyed their music lesson and spending time 
outside on the tennis courts. 
 
We decided to focus on Shapes and Patterns this week in the Upper Robins' room and 
realised that shape is all around us. Some children were able to identify simple shapes in the 
environment and others were able to comment on the shape of everyday objects. To 
enhance this topic further, we found specific shapes by standing on the correct foam shape 

 

 

 
 

"Forget about dancing like no one is watching, Dance Like A Toddler! They don't even 
care if there's music!" 

 

"Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life 
to everything." 

 

 

  
The children of Fledglings II enjoy making a greenhouse, a sun and a sun catcher.  To 
wrap up their happy week, there is nothing better than a song and dance to lift spirits.  



as requested, matched by colour and shape to complete a dinosaur board game and used 
our gross motor movements to draw shapes at the white board too. We practised our tripod 
pencil grip as we traced over some common shapes and sequenced some pre-cut shapes in 
order to replicate a simple pattern. We even started looking at 'solid' shapes and how they 
differ from 'flat' ones. 
 

  
 

 

Skylarks have been continuing to focus on the topic All about me, looking more specifically 
at our families. We have listened to a range of family stories and had a go at making our 
very own books where we enjoyed looking at our photos. This week, our classroom has also 
seen a few new additions - new height charts for each group have been a talking point, and 
the children are already eager to compare the sizes of their peers. Furthermore, we are 
super grateful to Paolo who has made us our very own Skylarks archway! The children had 
lots of fun simply jumping from one side to the other and back again. Another topic we have 

 



touched on is Recycling where we talked about recycled energy and had a go at playing a 
computer recycling sorting game. 
 

s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week Oak have been working really hard on their 1:1 counting and number formation. 
We have been writing numbers using paint, whiteboard pens and toy cars. We have been 
using natural materials in the tuff trays to help with our counting and we even counted some 
sheep (and managed to stay awake)! 
 
The children have also been making barns for sheep to live in. We have been using small 
construction materials such as Duplo and also some bigger materials like plastic poles and 
foam rocks. Some of the children tested to see if their barns were waterproof because we 
didn’t want the sheep to get wet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 How waterproof is your barn? 



  

 

 

 
 

It’s time in Upper Robins to 
think about shape; to draw 
shapes, to match shapes, to 
replicate pattern and to find a 
specific shape.  By the looks 
of it, everyone is in great 
shape! 



News from Hazelwood 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday night’s Staff Meeting abandoned tried and trusted Zoom exchanging the indoors 
for the sun-drenched outdoor environment.  Under the watchful and inspirational eye of 
Andy from Schools’ Outdoor Learning (SOUL), the teachers go to grips with the new 
Outdoor Challenger resource in preparation of their year groups enjoying its opportunities 
over the next few weeks. 

The Importance of Languages

• How many languages are spoken 
throughout the world?

• 100

• 200

• 300

• More than 500

?
 

In London, more 
than ? languages 

are spoken at 
home.

The Importance of Languages

 



 

On the occasion of European Language Day, Madame Le Floch has hidden throughout this 
week's edition of the Nutshell some quizzes about languages. 

Have fun trying to guess the correct answer. She will be providing the answers in the 
Nutshell next week! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today the Year 6 classes started 
working on their European Language 
Day project.  Each pupil was allocated a 
European country on the Wheel of 
Fortune and started their research 
investigating cultural facts about it. The 
Nutshell will bring examples of their 
discoveries and recommendations over 
the next few weeks.  Fingers crossed, 
they may uncover some hidden gems 
which will make for great places to visit 
when restrictions are lifted. 

 

 
Today, with Year 7, we used the great outdoors as 
the sun came through after the rain, to compete in 
a Kahoot game specially created European 
Language Day.  Well done to our three winners, 
Alex, Harry and Leo.  And a clap for the rest of the 
group who joined in the quiz which such 
enthusiasm and cultural interest in the questions 
broadening their minds about languages all over 
Europe.   BRAVO tout le monde!  
 

What proportion of the world does not 
speak English as its first language? 
 

1%   25%    74%     94%     ???? 

Aujourd'hui, notre classe a fait un concours de Kahoot dans notre cours de français pour 
célébrer la journée européenne des langues, qui est le 26 septembre.  C'était vraiment 
agréable car nous nous sommes tous amusés et avons beaucoup appris sur différents 
pays.  Nous avons beaucoup ri et l'ambiance était géniale.  Nous sommes allés à 
l'extérieur, ce qui était agréable, car nous avions suffisamment d'espace pour 
courir.  Dans l'ensemble, j'ai adoré faire cette activité incroyable.  Isla 
 



 
 

Year 3 off to a Mythical start 

Year 3 have had an exciting start to the year.  They are now fully immersed in their Ancient 
Greece topic and the children have greatly enjoyed learning about the life and times of the 
people who lived during this time.  The Year 3 teachers have been so impressed with the 
way the children have settled into to life in Year 3 and how they have taken the changes to 
their school lives in their stride. Well done Year 3 and now enjoy some highlights of the last 
few weeks!  

In preparation for retelling the famous myth of Theseus and the Minotaur, the children of 3A 
put on some wonderful role play sketches which were highly entertaining for all 
watching.  They also came up with some amazing description about their mythical monsters! 

 

Deep under the ocean lived a creature called the Trollatour and a girl called Zoe.  Zoe lived 
in a massive palace on an island called Naxos.  The Trollatour destroys the other islands.  It 
has a bull’s head, a troll’s body and a dragon’s tail.  He moves like a fish and is 6 feet 
tall.  He is brown and black and furry and fluffy.                                   Skye 

  
Angelina knew what she had to do.  She gathered her shiny armour, sandals and golden 
shield and then she was off on her chariot to the magnificent king’s palace.  She strode into 
the immense palace and bowed to the old king.  The king said, “Prince Ameus has been 
captured by the Xora!” The Xora was a type of evil mermaid that had green slimy skin and 
wriggly snakes as hair.  She was the queen of the Red Sea and had sharp spikes on the 
edge of her scaly fin.  She also has hydra heads coming out of her fins too and an ice-crown.
                              Alice 

  
Up in the clouds there was a beautiful palace owned by Zeus.  He had a pet called 
Electrowing.  He was a rainbow coloured bird and as big as a lion.  He can breathe fire and 
can shoot thunder bolts.  He has metal claws.                                                          Campbell 

  
There was a monster called Fireball.  He breathed fire and had wings and goat legs.  His 
wings were powerful red wings.  He eats children and has horns as sharp as knives! 
                                                                               Jasper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3K have been busy creating some wonderful mosaic masks in the style of Greek helmets 
and designed a lovely variety of Greek pots.  They have also enjoyed planning their retelling 
of Theseus and the Minotaur by creating some great story maps to assist them with their 
writing. Have a look at their wonderful story openers and stay tuned next week for some 
amazing Greek Myths written by the children! 

 

Ava  
A long, long time ago there was a King called Tinos. He was an evil King. He was spiteful 
and mean. He lived in a palace in Athens. Everyone hated him… 
 
Eleanor  
A long time ago, there was a small village where a giant fire breathing chicken attacked. In 
that village lived a young man called Heryos who wanted this to stop… 
 
Zachary  
A long time ago, there lived a young, evil King called Ares. He lived on a tropical island and 
had loads of servants and many shiny weapons. Every year, he would send seven adults to 
be eaten by a half dragon, half leopard called Drades…. 

  



 

3M have also been enjoying the new topic and on Monday got their hands dirty creating 
some fantastic Greek pots out of clay. They are very much looking forward to painting them 
next week so stay tuned for some amazing creations!  The concept of The Box made a 
socially distanced return to 3M last week. The children were given the opportunity to plan out 
their own Greek myths on their (cling filmed!) tables. The freedom this gave them to expand 
their ideas without limits was a joy to watch and the results have been wonderful.  Watch this 
space for some epic Greek Myths next week!  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Mr Mac's maths group enjoyed 
soaking up the last of the 
Summer sunshine this week 
when they were challenged to 
order four digit numbers in a 
race against time! Great fun 
was had by all!  

 

What proportion of the world speaks non-English at all? 
75%    60%     50%     25%  ??? 



 

  

Year 5 are full of smiles and great ideas….. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5R took their Journey to the Source topic 
learning outside this week. They worked 
brilliantly in small groups, using brightly 
coloured chalk, to draw and label the 
geographical features of the journey of a 
river. 
 

5R’s brilliance floodplains out! 

 

 

5LW took their maths outside, creating socially-distanced Roman numerals using their 
bodies.  Can you work out what number each group is trying to create? 

XXX = 30 CCC = 300 

CCL = 250 CLX = 160 



Year 1 are shaken and stirred!  

As part of their topic, "What is plastic?" Year 1 have enjoyed exploring the story, "Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley" which is about the danger of plastic bags in the oceans.  The children 
chose a sea animal to create and have also worked on using adjectives to describe them.  
To wake them up in the morning’s Mrs Taylor has been getting them to shake, rattle and roll 
to a spot of ZUMBA!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visors off to the ladies of Fledglings 1, housekeeper Lorraine and Mrs 
Brighting who rose to the challenge of decorating their visors.  They all 
added a touch of flair and personality whilst keeping themselves and 
others safe. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIT- Hazelwood Inter-form Tournament  
Week 4 has seen some inter-form sport competitions taking place from Years 3-8. There has 
been much excitement amongst the children as they lace up their football boots, dust down 
the cricket wickets and launch themselves onto the cross-country course. 
  
Years 3&4 have started with a kwik cricket competition in their forms. For some pupils this is 
the first time they have taken part in a cricket game and we have been really impressed by 
how the children have adapted.  The children have had the opportunity to bat and field and 
develop their teamwork skills.   
  
Years 5-8 have taken part in an inter-form football competition. We were blessed with 
another afternoon of good weather and some fast and furious football skills. Some of the 
games were so close they went down to penalties which caused much excitement and 
tension amongst the children. 
  
Alongside this, all year groups have taken part in a cross-country relay competition.  All 
pupils were put into teams of 5 within their form and had to race over a challenging, hilly and 
adventurous course. 
  
The sports staff have been really impressed by all of the children's positive attitudes towards 
all of these competitions. In the coming weeks we will continue to see more cricket, running, 
hockey and football competitions.   
  
Below are some of the results from the competitions this week. Let’s see who's leading the 
way for their form: 
 

  

How many UK companies
are losing business because of 

language barriers?

• 1 out of every 100

• 1 out of every 50

• 1 out of every 5

?
 

How many UK companies
are losing business because of 

language barriers?

• 1 out of every 100

• 1 out of every 50

• 1 out of every 5

?
 

? is the only language other 
than English spoken on five 

continents. ? and English are 
the only two global languages.

 

More tourists visit ? than any other 
country in the world.

 



Year group    

Year 3 3A 3K 3M 

X-Country 1st = 1st= 3rd 

Year 4 4N 4W 4M 

X-Country 3rd 1st 2nd 

Cricket 3rd 1st 2nd 

Year 5 5R 5T 5L 

X-Country 1st 2nd 3rd 

Year 6 6F 6M 6S 

X-Country 1st 3rd 2nd 

Football 2nd 1st 3rd 

Year 7 7D 7B 7H 

X-Country 1st 2nd 3rd 

Football 1st 2nd 3rd 

Year 8 8J 8B 8JD 

X-country 1st= 1st= 1st= 

  
Well done to all the children that have worked so hard in their sports lessons this week. 
Looking forward to the next lot of competitions.   The Sports Department 

 
 

   

  

Fun in the Sun with the whole School Picnic taking place on Monday in near perfect 
conditions.  Everyone enjoyed themselves, taking a break from the Dining Hall to eat al 
fresco in the fresh, warm air, soaking up the view from the school’s playing fields. 
Thanks to the Catering Team for all their efforts in providing a delicious picnic!  



 
 
 
 

 

Nursery Site   Thursday 1st October 2020  
Prep School Site  Friday 2nd October 2020  
 



Notice Board 

 

Communication sent home this week 

Dear Parents  

The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to 
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

SOCS Calendar  
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213  

LETTERS  
Years 1-8 - ISC Parent Survey (emailed/closing date 12 October)  
Years 1-8 - HPA Caterham Food Bank Initiative - Information emailed today  
Years 3-8 - Relationships & Sex Education (RSE) Letter  
Years 3-8 New Joiners - School Fob & Lanyard Information  
Year 7 Scholarship Applicants - Assessment Week Timetable & Associated Information  
Year 6 - Caterham School Meeting with the Head Invitation  
Years 1 & 2 - Relationships Education (RE) Letter  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.  

The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.  

Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)  
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057  
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874  
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032  
Bus Services - Cherry - 07901 377692 or Amanda - 07553181085  

Return to School Protocol Phase 4 & Frequently Asked Questions  
Please refer to these documents, published on 19 August and available on PIP, for any 
current information regarding your child’s return to school.  The current updated Risk 
Assessment document is also available to view on the School website. 

Temperature Checking  
A reminder that, as included in The Return to School Parent Agreement, parents must 
monitor and check their child’s temperature before leaving to come to school each day.   

GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER  
YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit.  Shin pads, football boots 
and a mouth guard for hockey should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in 
Form rooms.  Girls please bring football boots if they have them. 

YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads, football boots 
and a mouth guard for hockey should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in 
Form rooms. Friday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.  Girls please 
bring football boots if they have them. 

YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.  
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit.  Shin pads, football boots and a mouth 
guard for hockey should be brought in a boot bag, all will be stored in Form rooms.  Girls 
please bring football boots if they have them. 

YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT  
Full tracksuit, with blue top and shorts/skort underneath.  Long blue and pink 
socks.  Hoodies can be worn under tracksuit top, if the children have one. 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213


Years 3-8 - French & Spanish Magazine Subscriptions - application closing date Friday, 25 
September.  
Years 6-8  
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk 
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Nikki Powell on 
aa@hazelwoodschool.com.   Please give details of the days your child will be walking home, 
whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter.  Please 
note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and handed to their 
Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day.  At the end 
of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is leaving the 
school site and the phone collected. 

Off Games/PE  
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will 
accompany their group to watch lessons.  The general expectation is that in most 
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to 
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be 
assessed and go home.  

Absence Requests  
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out 
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using 
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6  or the hard copy Absence Request form, which the 
School Office can email to you upon request.   

Term Time Absence  
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may 
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time. 
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is 
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating 
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be 
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if 
they request it.   If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that 
staff will not be able to provide catch up work.  Any requests for term-time holiday should be 
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation. 

School Car Park  
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and 
drivers in the school car park.  Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users 
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy 
periods when the weather may not be at its best.  A reminder that the maximum speed limit 
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the 
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to 
walk through the woods.  We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for 
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and 
onto the road.  Please be aware that when helping with pick up and drop off, due to Covid 
restrictions, staff are currently unable to open car doors or assist pupils with their school 
bags and any assistance will need to be given by parents.  Parents must remain in their cars 
unless it is absolutely essential for them not to do so.  For those parents who walk their 
children to and from school, they should drop off and pick up their children ensuring that they 
keep the required social distance from others who may be on site at the same time.  Thank 
you. 

Music Lessons  
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for 
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and 
making sure you are on time for your lesson.  In line with the Music Tuition Terms and 
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable.  Please kindly ensure that you and your 

mailto:aa@hazelwoodschool.com
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6


child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been 
scheduled.  It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set 
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small 
wrist watch alarm.   If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please 
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24 
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution. 
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