
 
 
 

 
 
This is exactly what we need right now; a little extra colour in our lives.  Let’s banish the grey 
(remembering for a little while longer the momentary excitement and lift afforded by the 
weekend’s snowfall) and immerse ourselves in the worlds inhabited by our talented Year 6 
pupils and their current Lockdown art projects. These kaleidoscopic studies in primary and 
secondary colours are arresting in their simplicity but also in their power to lift spirits and look 
forward to a time when the sun will shine again and we will be outside enjoying its mood 
enhancing powers with family and friends.  Whilst blue may normally be a colour associated 
with mellow and reflective moments, Rufus (above), Grace and Bea (further in the Nutshell) 
have given it an air of defiance and determination.  I have enjoyed second guessing the 
motivations and stories behind each of these technicolour installations and will be asking 
their creators to share their individual inspirations next time I zoom into one of their lessons. 
The project has been perfect for lockdown with the children having access to so many 
shades and textures around their homes, all in their chosen hue.  I am sure they have had 
plenty of fun digging out all manner of paraphernalia.  I am not certain that they will be so 



industrious when it comes to putting it all back!  Well done Year 6 and Mrs Tulett for a 
masterclass in inspiration and colour. More images appear later in this issue of the Nutshell. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

 

 

“Keep up the great work” for all on home schooling, it is exceptionally impressive.” 

 

“Many thanks to you and the teachers for hosting my son this morning. You've managed to 
create an experience much more akin to a normal classroom than his current school so it 
was quite eye-opening for him. He certainly felt very warmly welcomed - so much so that he 
asked whether he could join again tomorrow!” 
 

“The school's response to the Covid pandemic has been exceptional and we give huge 
kudos to the teaching staff for ensuring the children are happy and progressing well in 
exceptionally challenging times.” 
 



After a false start in the morning which required some sorting and negotiation with the 
providers of ZOOM, I was delighted to be able to hold our first (but not our last) whole school 
assembly this afternoon. Apologies for the inconvenience and disappointment caused by the 
delay.  I hope you found it well worth the wait!  With over 400 faces on the ZOOM, I am sure 
we do not even come close to the World Record for the greatest number of people 
assembled on a ZOOM call, but for us, and for the Year 8 pupils who took centre stage, it felt 
like a mammoth undertaking and achievement.   It is important to remind ourselves that we 
are part of a wider, and supportive community.  The danger is that working in our class and 
year group remote bubbles, we can forget that the strength of Hazelwood comes from both 
the might of its individual parts and the formidable sum of those parts.  Difficult and 
challenging as it may be, we also need to find creative ways for our Year 8 pupils to 
experience leadership and responsibility.  Devising, planning and delivering the Assembly 
today is a great example of how this can still happen whilst learning and engaging remotely. 
Thank you to everyone involved in the Assembly.  Whilst intently listening to proceedings, I 
was also whizzing through to spot as many faces as I possibly could.  The smiles on the sea 
of faces I saw made the wait and the earlier hiatus more than worthwhile.  Enjoy your 
weekends. 
 

  

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Year 8 Story-time Whole School Assembly 29th January  



Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week.  In addition to all that goes on in a ‘normal’ 
week, we are staging a programme of events for the children and staff (and their families – 
please do come and join in!) across the week.  A big thank you to those staff who are 
leading a session! 
 

Monday 1st February 

8.30 
 
 
 
4.45-
5.30 

Music Monday  
A HITT work out to 
music to get us all 
pumped for the 
week ahead with 
Mr F 
 
 
Staff Meeting on 
Wellbeing (RSH) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82629633098?pwd=U0c2Z2wvcmF
0Ymw1ZEx2eEZicHl2QT09 
Meeting ID: 826 2963 3098 
Passcode: s3R4Cm 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81130314723?pwd=VzJlODdqVDV
uemkwSUpjYk9yMWRHdz09  
Meeting ID: 811 3031 4723  
Passcode: x0cdhi  
 

Tuesday 2nd February 

8.30 
 

The Powers of 
Music with Mr 
Tappin Jnr 

https://zoom.us/j/91979582391?pwd=Q2dMWmRFa09VaVVs
YWdlbWVOTFQvZz09 
Meeting ID: 919 7958 2391 
Passcode: yQYmX0 
 

Wednesday 3rd February 

8.30 
 

Wake 
up Wednesday 
Songs with actions 
to get the mind and 
body ready for 
today’s learning 
with Mrs Falconer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82629633098?pwd=U0c2Z2wvcmF
0Ymw1ZEx2eEZicHl2QT09 
Meeting ID: 826 2963 3098 
Passcode: s3R4Cm 
 

Thursday 4th February 

8.30 
 

Thaw out 
Thursday 
A relaxed start to 
the day, calm and 
collected with Mrs 
Hardgrave 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82629633098?pwd=U0c2Z2wvcmF
0Ymw1ZEx2eEZicHl2QT09 
Meeting ID: 826 2963 3098 
Passcode: s3R4Cm 
 

Friday 5th February 

8.30 
 
 
 
1.30-
2.00 
 

House Meetings 
(Y1-8) 
 
 
Lunchtime 
Concert  

‘Express Yourself’ bring something to the meetings that 
expresses / represents you, ready to chat about in Breakout 
Rooms 
 
https://zoom.us/j/97136060641?pwd=RVg4cktLR0IzZnE4N08
wMUVSZDJQZz09 
Meeting ID: 971 3606 0641 
Passcode: UjE7Ex 
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News from The Nursery & Early Years 

Another week draws to a close and one that has been full of focus, determination and 
creativity. As I have walked the site, visited the rooms, and spent time in Skylarks, it has 
been wonderful to see the children leading their own play, communicating effectively and 
working collaboratively to engage in purposeful play. I was very impressed with the Skylarks 
children who created a whole fleet out of pirate ships with just a pile of cardboard boxes. 
Each room has been busy this week and the children have continued to enjoy the topics 
around which the room has planned its activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have entered the world of muddy puddles this week in Fledglings 1! The children have 
enjoyed using their shoes to create muddy footprints on large paper around the classroom. 
We have been doing lots of sensory activities, shaking materials and crunching the foil 
blanket. There have been lots of smiles in the garden with bubble popping and slide 
climbing.  The children have created different marks using the paint pens and chalk. We 
have encouraged a lot more walking this week, with children taking their first steps around 
the room!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fledglings 2 have had another incredible week continuing with the story The Gruffalo! The 
children have created the characters from the story- they particularly enjoyed creating the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



snake and the mouse! We also had 'owl ice cream' for the children to play in which they 
loved, exploring the texture using tools and of course their hands! Our display board has 
been completed this week and the children have enjoyed looking at naming the characters 
they have created together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Making a mouse Making a snake 

Making a mess Putting things in order 

 

This week in Lower Robins the 
children have been learning 
about different modes of 
transport. They have been junk 
modelling and creating their own 
vehicles using lots of recyclable 
materials. We have also been 
exploring different vehicles in 
shaving foam and making marks 
using paint on car wheels.  The 
children have loved looking at lots 
of different transport books, 
especially the ‘Things that go’  



 
book, where they have named all the modes of transport in the pictures.  The children even 
had time to make their very own paper aeroplanes and had a competition to see whose flew 
the furthest.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
The Gruffalo story fascinated the Upper Robins’ children so much, that we decided to extend 
this topic to a second week. The children’s ability to listen with increasing recall was 
exemplified by their responses to simple questions related to the narrative, their repetition of 
key phrases and their understanding of the concept of rhyming words. We even used masks 
to bring the text to life too. 
 

 

 
 “Whose paper airplane flew 

the furthest? 



We completed our story board by creating our owl from our handprints and explored the 
‘Gruffalo Crumble’ tray, manoeuvring one handed utensils and looking at simple volume. Our 
numeracy skills were extended by adding the correct number of pegs to match the 
numeral on individual Gruffalo and sequencing numbered Gruffalo from 1 to 10. We then 
went for a Gruffalo walk around the pond area to discover hidden characters from the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ahoy there! Skylarks have delved deeper into the topic of Pirates, exploring the concepts of 
floating and sinking in the water tray, practicing number ordering in the role play area, and 
digging for our name cards and other treasures in the sand. To finish the week on an 
almighty buzz, Fancy dress Friday not only saw everyone transformed into pirates, but the 
morning became a children vs adult competition (inspired by some of the children's favourite 
show, Swashbuckle!).  As you may have already heard, the Skylark's children beat the 
"cheeky pirates", who were then made to "walk the plank" resulting in them getting "gunged" 
in the green slime!   
 

 

  

 
 

 

   

  
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
  

 
 

 



News from Hazelwood 

 
 
Stepping inside the Rainforest….. 
The shining bright colourful leaves swished like a calming wave. Calmly, animals listened to 
the breeze which sounded like soft music. Happily, the animals were relaxed because of the 
tweeting bird’s music. The smell was very strong but also it smells like beautiful flowers. The 
flowers when the breeze came made the petals fly like a bird. The flowers were beautiful and 
they smelt lovely. The pollen was sweet like an ice lolly as the bees fluttered around them. 
The bees made a funny buzzing sound. Animals love bees because they make delicious 
honey for them to eat in the rainforest. All the honey was scrumptious and sticky. All the 
animals ate it as fast as they could like it was a race.           Alice L 
 

  
 
Leopards are sitting on strong, sturdy branches just waiting for their prey to scamper 
underneath them so they can rip them apart with their deadly sharp claws. The gargantuan, 
humongous trees cast scary shadows over the rainforest darkness as descends. The sly 
sneaky tigers hide in the thick dense undergrowth and it's like they don't care what they eat. 
In the distance, beautiful colourful parrots as fast as red kites are swooping over the land 
keeping watch over all the other animals. Up in the canopy, some sloths are just chilling out 
and catching some zzz's.                   Charlie J-T  
 

  
 
 Year 3 are fully immersed in their Rainforest topic and are producing some wonderful 

work which is amazing their teachers.  Here, their evocative descriptions of the many 
different facets of life within the Rainforest, transport us to a world of lushness, of danger 
and of opportunity. Keep up the great work Year 3!  



 
 
The enormous trees, with the light beaming through the tops of vast trees, brightly coloured 
parrots flying high like kites.  The beautiful flowers with insects dancing and scavenging for 
their food. Postman butterfly flutters from leaf to leaf.  Amongst the forest is the sound of 
trickling water as it flows and bubbles over the slippery rocks. Between the rocks is moss 
which smells damp and musty.  
 
The forest floor is littered with brightly coloured fungi, you can see the tracks of an army of 
ants in the dry sand.  Nestled in leaves nearby is the red-eyed tree frog in his cozy home 
and dips in the water to cool off.  On a big rock nearby is a sleepy sloth enjoying the sizzling 
sunshine.          William R 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Art for All – an appeal by Mrs Kate Tulett  
During Lockdown, I was approached by my friend Kiera who is the founder of the charity 
LimbPower which supports the physical, social and mental health of amputees and 
individuals with limb difference. They achieve this through the media of movement, physical 
activity, sport and the arts. The charity works to bridge the gap between rehabilitation and 

In the distance, the fierce stripy tiger was 
roaring as loud as thunder roaming across 
the damp leafy forest floor searching for 
his prey.  Cute cuddly sugar gliders sail 
through the air from tree to tree, looking for 
sweet nectar and tree sap to eat.  Rough 
scaly tree bark covered in fluffy bright 
green moss home to the beautiful 
butterflies fluttering happily in the lush 
green leaves. The sweet smelling fresh 
passion fruit swaying gently in the soft 
warm breeze.  Vibrant blue and yellow 
macaw birds screeching and squawking 
noisily, steering through the enormous 
leaves that cover the canopy.         Ella H  
 



community. The Covid-19 pandemic is having a detrimental impact on the mental health and 
physical health of people with limb difference, many of whom are shielding of self-isolating. 
To combat feelings of isolation LimbPower has created a series of online workshops and 
classes.  
 
I am passionate about art as a medium for improving people’s mental health, both children 
and adults. Art is an excellent medium to develop and express creativity and releasing 
negative thoughts, feeling and emotions. I agreed to run the Art for All course for amputees 
and people with limb-difference because of the tireless work my friend does to support this 
community.  However, witnessing first-hand how Art has supported and lifted our group of 
ladies has been incredibly powerful and life-changing. We are all aware of disability and try 
to be inclusive, however, it is only when you hear people's personal stories and the multiple 
barriers they face daily that you realise how much these types of projects and online classes 
are needed and the impact a weekly art class can have on the life of someone who has been 
shielding since March last year.  
 
Disabled people have been disproportionately affected by this Pandemic and I feel grateful 
to be playing a small part in working with some incredible women and watching them grow in 
confidence and developing their creativity. The camaraderie which has developed among 
our group members is incredibly special with the ladies opening up and sharing their stories 
and challenges in a safe space among peers during lockdown. I feel privileged to be 
considered one of the group, as well as the teacher. We all look forward to our one hour 
together and communicate daily through What's App. The human connection is just as 
important as the art.  
 
As part of this initiative some of us walked/ran and jogged miles at the weekend to raise 
funds for Art supplies.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to donate to the "Art For All Project" here is the link. All donations will be 
gratefully received: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/januarymarafun   Thank you.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=justgiving.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvamFudWFyeW1hcmFmdW4=&i=NWIzZjJmOTVkMTg4ODExMzUwOGQ4MWJh&t=YzhjZ3FkTThXWmV0bWpzL3kvcDZXRjVaV1ZGZi8xT2hxclFqODBCQmZlTT0=&h=e8b06547e7f04dd98660cb2eda321d8e


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tom and Ben were pleased to make friends 
with their Covid compliant snowman, 
complete with Hazelwood scarf and face 
mask. The boys caught him coming back 
from the shops with a fresh supply of toilet 
paper to keep the family going through this 
period of lockdown. Unfortunately, 
vaccination came too late for the boys’ 
snowman and he melted by morning.  
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The Art of Junk Food by Year 8 (Part One) 

Another great artistic assignment from the talented Year 8 pupils who have an eye for catching attention and 
delivering a message with impact.  In the heart of Lockdown, it’s all too easy, for convenience and comfort 

sake, to reach for the easy snack-time options. These installations may make you think twice.   

 

 

 

 
 

  
 



  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a game-based warm up, children were put into break out rooms and had to come up 
with five different sports activities they could do with their teddy bears. After this, everyone 
re-grouped and each group had to teach everyone else their moves. This is the first time 
break out rooms have been used in a live sports zooms and we shall definitely be using this 
idea again in the future. The children also loved having their teddy bears in a work out with 
them. 
 
Ethan F-B and Oliver H hosted a session for Oak, Y1 & Y2. They took the children through a 
Bear Hunt adventure which involved spinning around and pretending to throw snow balls, 
swimming through rivers and tip toeing quietly around, just in case they saw a bear! The 
children all seemed to really enjoy the session. 
 
All the sports leaders should be congratulated for leading the sessions. They have asked if 
they can take some sessions in the future now they have had an opportunity to try out their 
teaching skills.  
 

Star of the Year 6 Week! 

Joshua P 6F 
For settling into new routines,      
working hard and being jolly at 

all times.    
 

Star of the Year 6 Week! 

Bella T 6M 
For her cheerfulness and 

excellent creative writing work in 
English this week.   

 
 

Star of the Year 6 Week! 

Esther T 6S 
For her all round enthusiasm and 

participation in the RLP and 

particularly in her English 

The Year 6 team have been so impressed with the children over the last three weeks that they 
wanted to recognise the many skills, talents and positive mental attitudes being displayed 
across the year group.  As well as rising to the challenge of remote learning, many are taking 
Senior School Entrance Exams for Year 7 and Year 9 entry.   Their plates are full!  Three 
individuals have caught the team’s eyes this week and will receive their certificates through the 
post. Well done Bella, Esther and Joshua. 

 

Virtual Sports Stars of the Week 

This week our four Sports Captains had a go at leading a live 
sports zoom for the younger children and they were super. 
 
Isla M and Eloise P hosted a session for Year 3&4. The theme 
for their session was creativity and leadership. 



For this reason, we have chosen the four Sports Captains to be our Sports Stars this week. 
Well done to Isla, Eloise, Ethan and Oliver. 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

…. the writing genius of Years 7 & 8 
 

This week Y8 were challenged with writing 
an essay focusing on developing their 
paragraphing skills: Is social media killing 
conversation? Whilst we are currently so 
dependent on it, it's good to remember that, 
maybe, it has its limitations! 

 



  
 
Is social media killing conversation? Jenny M 
  
Do you use social media to communicate with friends and family? It is clear that Social 
Media is a vital part of everyday life. Read on to find out more about if social media is killing 
conversation. 
  
It is easy to confuse tone and expressions online. When you are hiding behind a screen, 
tones (sarcasm) are often misread. For example, Thalia once texted a friend: ‘The weather 
outside is amazing.’ The friend was confused because it was pouring rain; she didn’t realise 
that Thalia was being sarcastic because she couldn’t hear her tone. Another example is 
when someone says ‘I’m fine.’ As you can’t see their expression, you can’t tell if they are 
genuine. When you talk in person, you can hear their tone of voice and see their facial 
expressions. If you’re online, emotions, tones and expressions are regularly distorted. 
Many people behave differently online. When you are speaking to someone in person, you 
behave in a certain manner. When online, the idea of hurting someone’s feelings is numbed. 
For example, online you may say: ‘You’re so ugly and stupid.’ However, in person, you 
wouldn’t feel confident enough to say that to their face. On the other hand, this can help shy 
people to become more confident and tell people their opinions. When online, be careful of 
those behaving unnaturally. 
  
Social media is addictive. When on the internet, hours can pass in an instant as you are 
submerged into the world of social media. Being on apps such as Instagram can cause you 
to be late for meetings and important events. Also, as you are mesmerised by the apps on 
your phone, you could start to fade away from friends, family and reality. So, make sure to 
not be swallowed by the world of social media. 
  
However, you can’t always meet up in person. Due to the current pandemic, Covid-19, we 
are forced to stay indoors to help save lives. Social media is helping friends to stay in 
contact when they can’t visit each other. Apps such as WhatsApp, Facetime and Zoom are 
being used to catch up. We should be thankful for the vast variety of social media which is in 
our grasps. In normal circumstances, you may not have been able to go round to each 
other’s houses 24 7. Call or text your friends and family when you can’t go and meet them.  
  
Social media can be used for worldwide communication. Do you have family or friends in 
different countries? It can be expensive to organise a flight to a foreign country to see friends 
or family members. However, with Zoom or Facetime, you can travel there in an instant. 
Social media is the fastest way to travel - getting you around the world in a second. 
Australia, Canada and so many other countries are at your fingertips. So, call your friends 
and family now, wherever they are. 
 
In conclusion, it is evident that social media is massively helpful in keeping us in contact. We 
also know that nothing beats face to face contact. During the pandemic, make sure to talk to 
your friends and family. However, when the pandemic is over, make sure to catch up in 
person with friends and family. 



 
 
Is social media killing conversation? Harry B 
With the introduction of the platform Six Degrees in 1997, the world saw its first social media 
platform. Since then, has social media had a negative or positive effect on society?  
 

Have you ever suffered at the hands of autocorrect? This aggravating AI is at the heart of 
miscommunication in our society. To explain the mechanical monster that is autocorrect, the 
quickly-written errors in our messages are swiftly changed by artificial intelligence to what 
they think is right. However, what they think is right is not always to us correct, which leaves 
the world’s population each with an awful story of miscommunication by autocorrect. For 
example, 14-year-old Lucy was writing a short text to her boyfriend, Daniel, when she 
accidentally spelt the location incorrectly. Unknowingly, she relied on the sly AI for the 
address to be sent, and the word ‘street’ autocorrected to ‘Peter’. Devastated, Daniel broke 
up with her despite her pleas of autocorrect. This cunning computer is what ruins the 
communication of today. 
 

Who doesn’t express emotion when talking? In conversation, expression of words is so 
important. Without the expression of certain words, entire friendships can be lost, 
businesses can crumble and divorce papers will sign. For instance, the sentence: ‘I didn’t 
hurt my elbow.’ This can be taken many different ways with social media, which causes 
confusion. To explain, read the sentence again, but with emphasis on different words of the 
sentence. You’ll realise that for every emphasis the sentence is changed entirely. This is a 
huge factor in miscommunication and is the downfall of social media conversations. 
 

Do you use abbreviations in texts? These simple but devilish shortened words will put you 
back into Year 3 as you fail to expand your vocabulary and begin to use them face-to-face. 
This is a huge misfortune. Picture this: you are being interviewed for your dream job, one 
you’ve been racking up experience for in the last 5+ years.  This is the magical moment, but 
it can all be ruined by one abbreviation. You are told a harmless humorous joke as a test of 
your compatibility with your co-workers. The reaction to a joke like this should be matching 
how the interviewer would react. However, responding with ‘lol’ is your ultimate demise. The 
years of training, hard work and discipline have been wasted. Quite simply, an abbreviation 
has ruined your life. 
 

On the other hand, social media is the unsung hero of our generation. In life, communication, 
no matter what form, are the roots of our society. During this pandemic, we need social 
media more than ever.  
 

Who uses text anyways? We have phone calls, video calls and video game voice chats. 
Simply using your voice instead of characters removes the hassle of autocorrect and 
emotion. It’s so much easier to ring up a friend for a brief chat than endlessly type out an 
equally long conversation.  
 

In conclusion, texting is overrated and unreliable, but audio communication continues to 
bring us together and forward in these tough times. 
 



 
 

  
 
Is social media killing conversation?  Alex W 
Do you use social media to connect with others? It is clear that many people rely only on 
social media to communicate and socialise with others. It is very useful and popular. 
However, it could be argued that it is destroying real life communication skills. Read on to 
find out more! 
 
Online communication is brilliant for people who are deaf! Imagine the freedom of simple 
conversation, instead of struggling to understand even basic chat! Before the invention of 
social media, the deaf community were constrained to use sign language. Now the world has 
discovered voice recognition which makes deaf people’s lives so much easier! 
 
Have you ever felt rejected or bullied when you’ve read a text? A downside of social media is 
the different interpretation of reading texts. A message that comes as a joke to one person, 
is bullying to the other. A simple text like “What are you doing?” could be misread as an 
angry message to make the other person feel targeted. This is a danger to friendships! 
 
Gaming can be a great way of communicating on a miserable day! The reason so many 
people enjoy gaming is because you can still talk to people the way you would when you are 
in person. Although you can’t see the person, it is still a great way of communicating. 
Another bonus to talking whilst gaming is that you can play a game with the other person, 
which can be really competitive and fun. Plenty of people enjoy someone else’s company 
without necessarily talking all the time. 
 
In conclusion, social media can benefit us, especially in the current pandemic. Although 
sometimes, there is a possibility of injuring friendships. And nothing beats face to face 
contact! What are you waiting for? Get in touch! 
 
 

For Y7, Mrs Clark was keen to see them develop the skills necessary to write an information 
text.  By setting them the title A teenager's guide to using public transport, she (and the 
rest of us) was able to dream of a day when we can put this advice into practice! 

 
 
Be Considerate Towards Other Passengers by Ollie N 
 
Have you ever sat next to a person playing music really loud in your ear? Have you ever had 
to be the one to sit next to the person with the smelly egg sandwich? When travelling on 
public transport, we need to be respectful towards others. Try and help others that are 
elderly or are clearly struggling. A good example of this is helping people with wheelchairs or 



buggies get on to the vehicle. When on public transport, make sure you turn down your 
music and don’t bring smelly egg sandwiches! 
 

  
 
Take care of your possessions! By Barney R 
When you are travelling alone, remember to look after your possessions. Nobody likes it 
when they go out independently to meet their friends and they lose something precious over 
being careless! So to get you to not shout at yourself, follow this guide. If you are ever on the 
train and you decide to put your bag in the overhead shelf, always remember that it’s there. 
If you forget and it has your already late maths homework in it… you might be in a bit of 
trouble. As well as the dreaded overhead shelf, don’t leave your bag on the floor and walk 
off. In conclusion, you need to have a good memory to look after your possessions. 
 
Bring money for emergencies by Jack E 
Make sure you have more than enough money. Otherwise if you do make a mistake in 
planning, then you will have a way home. Imagine getting on the wrong bus or train and not 
having a way home. You are stranded, and probably quite hungry, and there is nothing you 
can do. These massive problems can all be solved by having a few extra pounds on your 
person. An extra ten pounds is all you need. Also, there is always a bit of cheap 
merchandise that catches your eye (such as a cool looking bracelet). Perhaps it is worth 
bringing the money just for that purpose. Everyone loves a little toy to bring home, right? 
Money is useful anywhere you go, and it is extra useful on public transport. 
 

  
 
Be Considerate by Thomas R 
As you’re travelling, be considerate towards other passengers. With a whole array of ages 
travelling, you should always know how to treat everyone. If you are travelling on the train, 
make sure never to hum along to your music! Be aware that not everyone enjoys extreme 
heavy metal when they’re trying to peacefully read a book. Elderly and disabled people 
might need some help getting off the train or finding a seat. Give up your seat for them if 
there are no spare ones. When you have just entered your bus, tube or train and are trying 
to find a seat, don’t just plonk yourself in the middle of a row so that no-one else can use the 
other seats; people will be furious at you! If you want something to read whilst you're 



travelling, ensure that it’s not an enormous, intrusive newspaper that somehow covers the 
whole train. This way everyone can find a seat. 
 
Timing is everything by Caspar S 
If you are travelling on public transport, you have to be aware of timing. If you don't, it could 
mess up your day and cause you to be exponentially late or very early. One way to prevent 
this is to make a timetable of what you need to do/ where you need to go, or to prepare 
yourself for a day with lots of traffic - the bus routes are never reliable. So remember that 
being on time and paying attention to it are key when travelling.  
 
Plan you Journey by Isla H 
Planning your route is essential for travelling. Have you ever been trapped in the middle of 
London on your own in the dark, completely lost? No, well it is the most sickening feeling. 
This is why planning ahead is the most important part of a journey. You need to check the 
timings of every place you travel, like the 11 o’clock train or the 3 o’clock bus. Check the 
timetables and make sure you will be on time as well as doing what you want to do in 
London. Don’t leave yourself three minutes to run all the way across the station. It never 
works. Unfortunately, we are not all Usain Bolt. Make sure you plan, as if you don’t it will end 
in catastrophe! 
 

  
 

 

 
  

All dressed up with 
nowhere to go! This 
year’s Lupercus has 
arrived hot off the 
presses.  It captures the 
main events of what was 
a unique year in the life 
of the school.  It aims 
not to dwell too much on 
the impact of Lockdown 
and COVID 19 but to 
instead, celebrate all the 
great things that brought 
the community together 
before, during and after 
that fateful day in March.  
Copies will be here for 
you when we get back! 



 

 

 

Year 6 – The Art of Rainbow  
in primary and secondary colours & tones 



Cheats never Prosper: a modern fable told by Liam McE 

Jumping out of his chest, the boy’s heart was racing. The boy was sat on the rocky hard floor 
waiting for his name to be called out in the 100m sprint. While he was sitting down, all he 
was thinking about is who he was racing against. He couldn’t believe that he was racing 
against the 3 fastest kids in the school! He was as slow as a slug, so he was very nervous 
because he knew that if he came last in the race the whole school would laugh at him for the 
whole year!  
 
Anxiously, he stood up and walked very slowly to the start line. He was sweating so much 
that he looked like he had just run 2 London marathons. BANG! The starting gun went off 
while he was wiping the sweat off his face. The fast kids are running miles ahead of him 
while he barely got across the start line. Then he had an evil plan, he whistled for his 2 dogs 
on the lead, the two dogs powerfully dragged his parents so hard that they had to let go. As 
fast as a flash, they ran at their top speed towards the 3 people the boy was racing against.  
 

  
 
One of the dogs ran through 2 of the boys’ legs, and one of the dogs scared the other boy 
off. Flying through the air, the boys fell flat on their faces; one ended up with a sprained 
ankle! The other boy, who was being chased by the other dog, tripped in a tiny hole in the 
dry, dirty ground.  
 
Excitedly, the boy thought he had a chance to win the race! Quickly sprinting, he started to 
fight to get to the finish line. He thought he was 100% going to win. Suddenly, he realised 
that the 2 boys were in front of him on the floor; he tried to dodge them but he couldn’t stop 
because he had never run so fast in his life.  Tumbling like a wave, he tripped over the boy 
with the sprained ankle. When the boy fell over, the fastest boy, who was still on the floor, 
knew it was time to win the race; he hopped like a rabbit over the finish line and won!  
 
Lying on the floor the boy thought to himself even cheating wouldn’t help him win the race. 
 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Art of Junk Food by Year 8 (Part Two) 

Further artistic and photgraphic studies by Year 8 intended to capture and communicate their relationship with 
and thoughts on Junk Food.  The use of black and white and bleached tones by some helps cut through a 

world which is normally inhabited by a riot of colour and distraction. 

 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 harnessed the power 
of technology to arrive at their 
Friday morning Form Time 
from planets far beyond our 
universe.  Continuing their topic 
on SPACE, many zoomed in 
from the moon and solar 
systems where the only sign of 
life was themselves and their 
fellow space travelers.        
Beam me up, Year 5! 

 

 



 

 

Year 3 have made “Mr or Mrs Prime: the fully prepared parrot” and thought how they could 
help the parrot consider how much fun remote learning can be and how they can help get 
the most from zoom sessions by being full prepared.  Some great ideas (and parrots) from 
3A.  Well done to Sam, Alice P, Campbell and Isabelle C.  Your parrots got Mrs Anderson all 
a flutter! Your parrots got Mrs Anderson all a flutter! Your parrots got Mrs Anderson all a 
flutter! Your parrots got Mrs Anderson all a flutter!  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE …An important element of the school 
day is looking after each other’s physical and 
mental well-being.  The PSHE Curriculum, 
specially adapted during periods of Lockdown 
and the Pandemic, is there to ensure that time 
is spent in Form Time to discuss the ways in 
which our community are making ourselves 
more robust and resilient against the 
challenges that we all face…. 

 

  

 

 



To tie in with their PSHE topic, Healthy Bodies, Year 5 spent each morning Form Time this 
week focusing on a different aspect of keeping both their bodies and minds healthy.  
 
The week started with Marvellous Mood Monday which saw the children sharing everything 
from photos and teddies to pets and books. Choose Tuesday was a chance for each child to 
choose something which they felt is important for their physical or mental health. These 
included toothpaste, sleep, vitamins, chess and even shower gel, for all important good 
hygiene! Workout Wednesday, complete with sweatbands, leotards and sports tops, started 
with a 'Just Dance' routine to Happy by Pharrell Williams. Thirsty Thursday was all about 
staying hydrated by drinking lots of water. Finally, Fruity Friday provided a sweet end to a 
wonderfully healthy and happy week. Well done to all of Year 5 for their enthusiasm and 
positivity throughout the week.  Each child also had their own slide to add photos to each 
day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Peach of an Argument 

Year 4 have been reading Roald Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach and learning how to 
write a balanced argument.  They were given the topic 'Should James enter the giant peach 
or not?' with all three classes responding really well, setting their work out in paragraphs and 
using causal conjunctions.  The Nutshell is proud to share some of the juiciest submissions!  

 

 

 

Great Job Year 5! Have a westful weekend  

 



  

Should James go into the peach? 
While poor James was picking up litter, James saw an extraordinary hole the size of a fox. 
Should James take the risk and enter? Here are some arguments to decide. 
 

James could escape from his aunts so that he wouldn’t be so dragged around. Surely, it 
would be a way better life without those two annoying grumps? 
 

However, he might roll down the hill and get hurt, then the aunts would catch him. He could 
end up in hospital and that wouldn’t be so good! 
 

The giant peach would feed him for months, this would be a treat as a result of coping with 
his aunts’ disgusting food. Can you imagine eating a delicious peach for the rest of your 
life?  
 

On the other hand, his bossy aunts might have set a trap for him that would be horrible, 
because his evil aunts might ground him from the garden as well as leaving the house!    
 

I think that James should go in because it could help him with lots of things! It might be very 
fun and all in all it is better than living with those greedy aunts.             Rosie B 
 

Should James go into the peach? 
While James was picking up the tremendous pile of paper bags and banana peels, he saw 
the peach, it looked splendid in the moonlight, like a silver ball, then while he was looking at 
it, he saw a hole about the size of a large fox.  
 

Now James is left with two tricky options to decide from, keep picking up the litter and live 
with his aunts or go in the hole and see what is there. We need to help him here by choosing 
for him. Here are some arguments for and against. 
 
James should go into the peach to escape from his horrid, dumb aunts and then he will be 
safe, he could roll away in it and go to a wonderful land of daisies and meadows. He could 
then find someone else to live with  
apart from his disgusting aunts.  
 
On the other hand, I think James shouldn’t go into the peach because he 
could get stuck in the hole, it is only the size of a fox, he is quite big (8 years). Then if he 
gets stuck he will not be able to get out and he will get very told off by his aunts. 
  
However, James could eat his way through and live in the stone of the peach without his 
weird, mean aunts disturbing him then he could eat all he wants of it. 
 
But then if his aunts hear the peach rolling of the hill they might hear him and beat him up so 
he is black and blue and he would be sore. 
 
In conclusion, after a hard decision I think that James should take option three to go into the 
stone and live there plus eat all the peach around it, then he would live happily. What would 
you choose?                    Lewis H 



  

 

 

Oliver M 



 

  

 
Should James go into the peach? 
While James was picking up litter that tourists had left lazily on the floor, (they had been 
looking at the giant peach) James noticed a small, fox sized hole in the peach. Wondering 
whether to go inside this hole, James was torn between these two decisions. Should he go 
into the peach? Should he not? Here are some arguments for and against. 
 
As a result of being treated so badly, people think that James should go into the peach so he 
can use it as a sneaky hideout. Hiding in plain sight, this perfect peach is such a good idea! 
In order to have some time alone, James must do this so he can have some time to himself. 
 
On the flip side, who knows what could be in there? As it could be dangerous, he definitely 
shouldn't go in! Although people think it could be fun, the size of the hole was about the size 
of a fox - there could be one in there! Would you go in if it might be dangerous? 
 
A further reason James should go into the peach is because he could escape! As a result of 
escaping, he could sell the peach and by a house. If that doesn’t work he could get adopted! 
Because the peach is so nutritious, he could even live on that! How could anyone not enjoy 
it? 
 
It is clear that James is not very sneaky and may get seen if he tries to get into the peach. 
By not being careful, James may be seen by someone else and they could tell Aunt Sponge 
and Spiker. Without a doubt, if this were to happen, James will get into terrible trouble and 
will be locked in his room for eternity! Why would James take a risk that could possibly ruin 
his life?  
 
There are many reasons for and against why James should or should not explore the peach. 
As commented above, James could make a hideout from his aunts and I think that is a 
brilliant idea. However, it could be dangerous and if James gets seen he will get into a lot of 
trouble but I think it is best to explore the great unknown! In conclusion, I think that James 
should go into this extraordinary fruit and have a juicy adventure!!    Mara NB 
 



 
 
 
Should James go into the peach? 
As James Henry Trotter cleaned up from people coming to see his aunt’s (Sponge and 
Spiker) peach, he saw a fox- sized hole in the side of said peach. What do you think?  
Should James go into the peach?  
 
Something to back up the matter is that things cannot get much worse for  James. His care 
from his Aunts is so abysmal.   Apparently his aunts treat him like a slave and always call 
him insults like “you ungrateful little twerp” and “you disgusting beast”.  Plus, there will be a 
vast supply of food and water that James can survive on for weeks inside the peach.  The 
old man who gave James the beans which made the peach said that if you pour the beans 
into a full jug of water you would have power.  If James eats from the inside of the peach, he 
may get this power. 
 

Sebastian H 



Another argument for going into the peach is it would be an edible hidey hole for James.  If 
his aunts  do discover where he is, neither of them would fit in the hole.  Spiker is too tall and 
would bang her bony head on the tunnel.  Sponge is too fat.  
 
On the flip side, there is no guarantee that the peach is safe as who knows what is inside the 
peach.  So many things could go wrong, it is a big risk.  In fact, it could cost James his life to 
go inside the peach!  Is it worth risking his life to do so?  What if the beans have made the 
peach poisonous for example and he eats the peach and dies?  That would not be a happily 
ever after would it?  If the peach rolls down the hill with James in it, that would be a health 
and safety nightmare.  What if his aunts actually cared about James they just didn’t know 
how to look after him.  Imagine the impact of their only nephew being squished against the 
fence.           
 
Since his aunts are so mean and selfish and only care about money, they will not miss him 
at all.  I believe there could be something good inside the peach like a magic portal or kind 
animals that whisk him away to a place where he is loved and cared for.  However, what if 
the peach caved in and no matter how much James ate he would be trapped and unable to 
get out.  There would be a low supply of oxygen in there and once it ran out he would 
suffocate. 
 
I think there have been many good points in this argument.  There has been suffocation, 
hideouts, fence splatterings but I have come to the decision that the best thing to do is a 
compromise.  By a compromise, I mean James should go into the peach and come out 
every once in a while so that his aunts Sponge and Spiker do not get suspicious.  James E 
 

 
 

The children in Year 2 became roving reporters this week, stepping back in time to write a 
report about Howard Carter’s discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun. Ensuring they 
incorporated the 5Ws, so their readers would be in doubt of the important facts, the children 
also took their time to follow events chronologically. Some were eager to quote Carter 
himself, mentioning that he saw ‘wonderful things.’ 
 

  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAILY NEWS 

 



 

 

 

  

And finally…..looking ahead to next week’s 
Nutshell a little something to whet your appetite.  
Fresh from the Year 8 Photography Elective, 
Amelie’s picture of her beloved pooch complete 
with retouching and special effects gives a taster 
of what is to come next week.  See you next week! 

 

 

Hats off and eye patches, cool shade and pig 
ears on as 8B brought some fun and special 
effects to Form Time proving that you’re never 
too young for a spot of harmless fun and self-
ridicule! 

Well done Year 2. Some great fact-finding, historical narrative and smart hand-writing. 

Mummies (and daddies) will be proud! 

 

 



 

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 

The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to 
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

SOCS Calendar  
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213  

LETTERS  
 
Critical Worker Parents – February Half-Term Provision 

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.  

Term Dates to January 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & under 
Admissions.  

CONTACT INFORMATION DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE  

All absences (Critical Worker children and RLP pupils) should continue to be reported to 
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com  

All general enquiries – RLP/ICT issues/other should be reported to 
lockdown@hazelwoodschool.com  

Critical Worker Staff Contact for emergencies  
07444 723032 or 07827 687874  
Chestnut Building 01883 733848  

ABSENCE REQUESTS  
All absence requests for medical and other appointments and senior school visits during the 
RLP, should be made using https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6   

TED PROJECT WINTER 2020 'JOURNEYS'  
Years 1-7 (optional for Year 7) - deadline for completion of projects is the first day after 
February half-term.  

DANCE CLASSES  
Please refer to the Dance Timetable published 7/1.  Fees for all zoom classes are detailed 
on the timetable. We will be charging for a block of 5 lessons. Payments can be made online 
(bank details on timetable) and please use pupils' names as reference. We would ask for 
payment to be made for the full 5 weeks of lessons. Term resumes from Saturday 9th 
January for 5 weeks.  Once payment has been received, zoom codes will be sent. Please 
email hazelwooddance@gmail.com for any further information.  We will also be recording 
the classes so if the published times are not suitable we can send a recording instead.  

TERM TIME ABSENCE  
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may 
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time. 
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is 
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating 
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be 
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if 
they request it.   If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that 
staff will not be able to provide catch up work.  Any requests for term-time holiday should be 
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation. 

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
mailto:absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
mailto:lockdown@hazelwoodschool.com
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
mailto:hazelwooddance@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Follow them on Facebook or Instagram for the most up to date menu choices.   

 

By the time Friday comes around, have you been eaten out of house and home? Are you 
bored of cooking and need a night off? The Green Rooms of Godstone are there to help 

you! Open for takeaways on Friday and Saturday nights from 5-8pm and on Sundays 
from 10am-4pm, they offer a variety of home cooked, freshly made food, which tastes 

fantastic. Delivery can be arranged within a 3-mile radius, or for a short journey, you can 

collect (all Covid-safe and secure). 


