This week the front pages of the Nutshell are dominated by two images which sum up the
week, most of which has been spent in the sunshine. The first shows the mixture of delight
and nervous anticipation which many felt as they looked forward to their first competitive
matches not only of the season but also of the last 18 months. The girls in Years 3 and 4
were united in their quest to make their first foray into the sporting fixtures’ calendar a
successful and keenly contested one. Luckily for the well-dressed and prepared for action
pair above, theirs was a sweet 4-0 victory. Elsewhere both girls and boys equipped
themselves really well with a further three trophies secured by the COLTS football teams
bringing the school’s total to five already this term. What a start to the season and well done
everyone.
The second image shows our smartly dressed Year 8 boys, captured taking it easy in the
sunshine outside the tepee. The blue skies overhead perfectly match the blue of the
refurbished courts which are now complete in all their glory. Thanks to the fine and dry
weather we have been able to finish off a summer holiday task (their re-surfacing and refencing) which was delayed by late deliveries and inclement weather. I am looking forward
to seeing them in full use next week. Already they look mightily impressive when viewed
from above. They set the Hazelwood Hill alive with yet more vibrancy and colour and will, I
am sure be admired on Monday when we welcome a host of other local schools on-site for
the traditional Inter-Schools Cross Country event..

Equally, the Year 8 cohort will take the lead on Friday 12th November when we throw wide
the doors of Hazelwood School for our first Open Morning since March 2020. There is so
much to see and to share with our visitors and it will be the Year 8 cohort’s job (or those of
the year group who want to take up the challenge) to condense their Hazelwood story into a
45 minute tour! We are hoping for a good turn-out of families keen to understand what
makes us special and unique in our innovative and inventive approach to teaching and
learning. We are also planning to hold a Year 7 Experience Day on Tuesday 9th November
targeted at pupils in Hazelwood, and other schools’ Year 6 in order to showcase the
amazing opportunities which await those who make the positive choice to transition into Year
7 at Hazelwood. These boys and other members of Years 7 & 8 will be involved in hosting
the event and sharing their experiences.
For further information, please contact
bursar@hazelwoodschool.com The event will run from 9.15am until 2pm with lunch,
weather permitting, in and around the tepee in The Outside Box. Do please SAVE THE
DATE and pass on details to other families for whom the Years 7 & 8 adventure may be of
interest.
Finally, do please sign up for the HPA’s Colour Run on Sunday 26th September. Whilst it will
be the first chance to get together as a community, measures are being taken to ensure our
safety with staggered races and well-spaced spectator zones. I shall be running and hoping
to dodge most of the paint pellets! Full details and the link to sign up appear later on.

Please spread the word and share details. All are welcome to attend.

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
It was fabulous to hold our information evenings this week at the Early Years Site. After such
a long time of seeing parents on a screen, to have you in a room this week and to show the
environments that your children will be learning is was brilliant. The staff and I do hope that
you enjoyed the evenings. The children this week have been hard at work and I have
enjoyed seeing the children engaging with all of the activities on offer. On Wednesday, the
Oak children enjoyed an interactive afternoon with some visiting animals as part of their farm
topic. They all acted sensibly around the animals and had a brilliant time.
All of the rooms have been very busy this week, see below for a full round up.
The Fledglings 1 children are beginning to be more settled and therefore, engaging in the
activities with more enthusiasm. Hand painting is always a messy business but such fun,
the children are showing more interest in running their hands through the various colours
and making marks on the paper. The shredded paper play enabled the children to sit in the
tray, and with encouragement, take part in filing and emptying some containers. We threw
the paper from a height and tried to catch the falling ribbons. We had a child take their first
steps this week, many congratulations and a huge smile in response. We also had our
termly fire drill this week. Even though the bell sounds loudly the children were fantastic.

The children in Fledglings 2 have settled in well and have been keen to get involved in a
variety of stimulating activities. This week we have been looking at fire engines.

The children are mastering the art of using a glue stick and have made a small fire engine
using different shapes. They have loved pretending to put the fire out in the messy tray using
salt and we have made the most of the sun by playing out in the garden with lots of water
play to practice filling and emptying containers. We have also role played using the small
world fire station. A particular favourite this week has been using different sized vehicles in
coloured paints to make track marks on pieces of paper. The children have done lots of
mixing of coloured paints.

This week in Upper Robins we have been looking at different nursery rhymes. The children
have loved dancing to and listening to a variety of nursery rhymes. They have especially
enjoyed joining in with some of the actions to their favourite songs. We have also explored
playing with the drainpipes and washing ‘Incey Wincey Spider’ down them, building walls for
‘‘Humpty Dumpty’ in the garden, playing nursery rhyme bingo and filling in the missing word
to their favourite song. On Thursday the children came in dressed has their favourite
nursery rhyme character. They loved showing us their outfits. They have also enjoyed
participating in their music lesson with Mrs Fryer where the children were able to use the
tambourines. PE was once again a highlight of the week.

The Lower Robins’ children have displayed very good shape recognition and understanding
of pattern and arrangement during their focus on ‘shape’ this week. They have participated
in a variety of activities centred around this important area of mathematics, which has really
highlighted their developing understanding of ‘flat’, 2D shapes, how to match similar shapes
and patterns and how to use shape appropriately for tasks.

We have completed simple puzzles, matched the correct shape to our cards on a simple
board game and on an age-appropriate game on the iPad, found specific shapes in
shredded paper, paired similarly patterned socks, made arrangements with construction
resources and used magnifying glasses to inspect the patterns on some ‘small world’
creatures. Some children used a selection of pre-cut shapes, and their imagination, to create
individual trains too.

We have had fun getting know all about each other in Skylarks this week through making ‘All
About Me’ books. The children have enjoyed playing name recognition games, hunting for
letters in their names and singing getting to know me songs. They have all showed some
good independence skills this week. . In Forest School this week, they have been
using playdough to make different kinds of animals and looking at books about various kinds
of insects. We all enjoyed wearing denim for Jeans for Genes day on Friday.

It has been a very busy, fun packed week in Oak! The children have been learning all about
cows whilst honing their Harriet the Cow handwriting skills. The children practised using their
pinching fingers to tear paper and, working in pairs, created some beautiful cow collages.

Each pair chose what colour and pattern of cow they wanted to create, looking at lots of
photos for inspiration. Then, some children used their new skill to create other collages of
mermaids, dinosaurs, butterflies and even a batman! We have also been learning about
what food products come from cows. The children worked in groups to make their own butter
using whipping cream. The children had to shake the whipping cream for a long time until
the butter separated from the butter cream. After all of their hard work the children enjoyed
tasting their butter on some bread. There were a few children wondering if there was a
factory of farmers all shaking butter somewhere to make the butter for the supermarkets so
we did some research on the computers afterwards. We also tried yoghurt, cheese, roast
beef and corned beef. How many cow products can you see at the supermarket over the
weekend? On Wednesday afternoon, we had some very special visitors. Amazing Animal
Encounters brought some of their farm animals. We had a fantastic time meeting Peachy the
Duck, Chuck Norris the Rooster, Domino the Sheep and Jack the Rabbit. Domino the Sheep

enjoyed wandering around the grass area munching on the grass, clover and even some of
our trees. The children were surprised by how soft the chicken feathers were and could not
believe how quickly the duck ate her food!

News from Hazelwood

To celebrate National Poetry day we have invited Rob Bradley a poet and rapper to
Hazelwood school on the 29th September to perform to the children in Assembly (Years
3-6) and to run workshops for the pupils in year 6.
Rob will be selling his book Reasons to Write Rhymes during the break times in the library
which he will also sign. If you are happy for your child/ren to purchase a book please
either let me or your child/ren's tutor/s know. A signature in your child/ren's prep
diary will also be helpful stating you are happy for the purchase to be made. Books are
£5.99. If you wish you can email me on wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com to confirm you
are happy for a copy to be purchased by Tuesday (21st Sept) so we have enough time to
get the books in. Each pupil in years 3/4 & 5 will be bring home an information sheet
regarding this event.
Every book we sell means that the school will get discount on future authors which will
enable to English/Library departments to offer more of these events so we do hope you will
support this exciting poetry day and we look forward to welcoming Rob to the school on the
29th of this month.
Nicki Wisniewski, Librarian
From Tokyo to Hazelwood: Girls’ Hockey Season off to a Fabulous Start
What a bumper couple of weeks for hockey. The season has pushed back with a bang!
On Wednesday, the Year 7 and 8 girls were lucky enough to have a masterclass from Grace
Balsdon, the winning goal scorer for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Bronze medal Winning Hockey
team.
She put the girls through their paces with a superb training session including a Q and A and
stick signing session to finish. The girls had an absolutely brilliant time and cannot wait to
put into action all the skills and tactics they have learned.

The other girls in the school have enjoyed starting their hockey season. We have had some
wins, some draws and a couple of losses - lots of amazing hockey has been played, with
plenty more still to come.
The Year 3s and 4s have enjoyed their first ever fixtures. Huge excitement for travelling on
the minibus and having the infamous cookies for match tea! They all started out very
nervously, but soon got into the swing of things, making excellent block tackles, dribbling
towards goal and a few shots hitting the back of the net too!
Well done to all those who have played. It is going to be a great season.

Under 11A – Girls’ Hockey
The Under 11A’s have had two games since the beginning of term. The first was against
Holmewood House at Edenbridge which resulted in a 2-2 draw. Hazelwood equalised with
about a minute to go. Hazelwood had over 50% of the possession but struggled to turn it into
goals. Erin P did a lot of running as our main attacker and took up some really good
positions. We also had Lauren W dominating in the middle of midfield and Alice S doing
some really nice flat stick tackles in defence. Kate K should also get a mention for her great
positional play, getting herself available for the golden pass which unfortunately didn’t
materialise enough of the time. Florence B also made some great saves in goal.

The second match was against Reigate St. Mary’s also at Edenbridge which we lost 2-1.
This defeat was painful as we dominated for long periods, especially in the second half. The
ball just wouldn’t find the back of the net. A lot of this was due to good goalkeeping from the

Reigate keeper. We also hit the post. Ayesha C put in a great battling performance and got
through a tremendous amount of running in attack and defence. Erin P again put in a sterling
performance upfront and Florence Borkett was excellent in defence with some really strong
flat stick tackling and passing. Kate K and Lauren W both had another strong performance in
the midfield with Lauren taking a stick to the face in the middle of the second half. In spite of
being a player down, we battled really well and I’m very proud of all the team.
Under 9A Girls’ Hockey
The Under 9A’s played at St Michael’s this Thursday and came away with a great 5-2 win.
Flo M dominated the midfield and a lot of our chances came from her impressive stick skills,
passing and running. Imi V did really well upfront keeping her position well and always being
available for a pass and putting in a couple of goals which is exactly what she is there to do.
Amelia J and Chloe H positioned themselves well in defence and put in many tackles to
thwart the St Michael’s attack. Sophia B and Katherine D both worked hard in midfield with
Sophia putting a lot of running to get in attack and then defence. Katherine was really strong
in the tackle with a great flat stick, no one was going to get past her!! Really well done and I
look forward to their next game.
Paul Greenwood
Congratulations to the COLTS E team who won the Sevenoaks
Prep tournament without losing a game. The boys’ tight defence,
safe-hand goal keeping, stamina and skill only allowed two goals to
be score. Well done boys. Trophy Number Three – and Mr
Barson’s first in his new role- for Hazelwood already this season.

Year 8 get their bearing on buried treasure
The mathematicians of Year 8 buried treasure (that perhaps somewhat resembled multilink
cubes), in and around the Outside Box. Applying their knowledge of bearings and by
utilising compasses and trundle wheels, they worked together to design a route to the
treasure. Back in the classroom, with protractors and pairs of compasses, these

measurements and twists and turns of direction, were converted to accurately produce
treasure maps, now proudly on display in M1.

Squeezing the final drops of
sunshine out of summer are the
children from the Chestnut Craft Club
who made sunshine greetings cards, the
giant sunflower which refuses to stop
growing and best friends who attended
the local Car Fest at the weekend and
jumped at the chance to have their faces
painted to brighten up the day.
Happiness all around!

HPA Colour Run - Sunday 26th September at 2pm
Tickets are now on sale for the HPA's first event this term: a race around Pavilion Field for
all the family. There will be a set distance for each age group - but nothing too
strenuous! Adults can run with their children or join the race with the older children - or
both!

The proposed running order is as follows:
2.00 Early Years
2.30 Oak & Chestnut
3.15 Years 3-8
Spectators and runners will be able to throw dry paint at the runners. Runners' tickets cost
£5 each and include a colour pod. Spectators do not need to purchase a ticket, but can buy
paint! Entry is open to children from Early Years to Year 8, older siblings and parents. Hot
dogs are available to order. Drinks and paint available to buy on the day.
Further details and tickets are at https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hpa.
The HPA is also looking for volunteers on the day to help with setting up and clearing up,
BBQ, drinks, paints and sweets stand sellers, helpers on entry, the track and at paint
stations. The event runs from 1.45 to 4pm but any time you can spare would be greatly
appreciated. If you think you can help - mums, dads or older siblings - please let Hebba
Vercoe know at hvercoe@outlook.com. The HPA very much relies on volunteers to make
these events run smoothly so any help is most welcome.
Thank you for your support.

Huge CONGRATULATIONS to Joseph (Skylarks)
who, true to his promise a few weeks ago completed
the Mini Great North Run in support of the RSPB.
He had a spectacular time and whilst crossing the
Tyne (twice!) he kept shouting "RAISING MONEY
FOR THE WILDLIFE!" Despite two falls early on, he
was very resilient and ran the whole 1.2km in 10
minutes and 28 seconds – a fabulous time for
someone who is yet to break the metre height barrier.
Overall Joseph has raised an amazing £455! The
Nutshell hopes that this will be the first of a lifetime of
fund raise runs for the RSPB and other deserving
charities.
Joseph brought his medal into Skylarks on Monday
to show his friends; he told them about his run and
some of them tried on his medal.

New for 21-22

We cannot wait to get out onto our
refurbished courts. The new surfaces
and fencing look amazing and really
serve to enhance the outside sports
facilities.
Once the all-weather
arrives in September 2022, the school
will boast unrivalled facilities of which
it can be immensely proud.
In the meantime, Year 4 learned
about a healthy diet and used the
time wisely in their Food Tech lesson
this week to serve up a delicious
vegetable stir-fry.
Flavoured with
spices from the Orient, the smells
coming from the Hazelwood Room
made it difficult to concentrate!

Sporting Congratulations go
also to…
The COLTS B and C teams who
both won their Plate Finals at the
Hilden Grange Tournament.
The U11A and B teams also
played
well
against
stiff
competition to reach the semifinals of the St Michael’s Cup and
Plate football competitions.
Reports and pictures to follow
next week.

The children of Year 1 learnt about the Hindu festival Raskha Bandham which celebrates the
love between brothers and sisters. They made Rakhi bracelets which traditionally sisters tie
around their brothers' wrists.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
SOCS Sports Fixtures
Please view via the Sports tab on the Hazelwood Website www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
(password required to view team sheets)
LETTERS
Years 1-8 - Wellbeing Hub Additional Information (also emailed)
Years 3-8 - MFL Language Magazine Subscription - orders close at 5pm Thursday, 23
September
Years 7 & 8 - Camp Out – information to attendees - consent deadline, Tuesday, 21
September
Years 1-5 - Parents’ Evening Invitation - booking closes at 9am Tuesday, 21 September
Year 6 - Parents’ Evening Invitation - booking closes at 9am Tuesday, 21 September
Year 6 - PGL Residential - consent deadline Friday, 24 September
Years 5 & 6 Information Evening - rsvp by 9am Monday, 20 September
Year 5 Bowles Residential - consent deadline Friday, 24 September
Year 3 - Greek Day
Various - Early Morning Swimming Squads
REMINDERS/NOTICES
FRIDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER - JEANS 4 GENES
All donations should please be made via the published QR code - no money will be collected
at school. Pupils in Years 7 & 8 can wear jeans and their games tops and will change at the
start of the afternoon games lesson.
Years 1-8 - Flu Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Wednesday, 1
December
Year 8 - HPV Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Monday, 4 October
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables will be uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list for the Autumn term is published on the School Website/Parents’
Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07407 173884
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Sylvia - 07407 173765 or Gary - 07760 862728

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP - AUTUMN TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Enquiries for purchases should be made online by completing the Garment Request Form at
bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. Payment requests for completed orders will be sent via
SumUp. Upon payment, items will be sent home via pupils. Please send any donated items
in at Morning Drop off, placed in a bag and labelled 'Hazelwood School Shop'. If you would
like 70% of the sale price back (via a credit on next term’s account) please ensure that you
complete a sales ticket for each item and secure to the item (labels put in the bag separately
tend to get lost). Otherwise items will be treated as donations and 100% of the sale will go to
HPA funds. Please note that ONLY Schoolblazer branded items can be sold via the shop at
the moment. Thank you for your understanding.
SPORTS KIT
Years 1 & 2
PE Kit to be worn to school on Games and PE lesson days (Year 1 Tuesday/Thursday Weds/Swim) (Year 2 Monday/Wednesday - Thurs/2L/2M Swim & Fri/2R Swim)
Years 3-6
Swimming kit to be kept in school
PE kit to be brought to school on lesson days
Years 3 & 4
Games kit to be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Years 5 & 6
Games kit to be worn on Mondays and Wednesdays/bring kit in Fridays
Years 7 & 8
Games kit to be worn on Wednesdays and Fridays/bring kit in Mondays
Do please ensure that on the days when your children are required to come in dressed in
Games kit, they continue to arrive at school of smart appearance with uniform kit as
required.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL UNIFORM AND SPORTS KIT IS CLEARLY NAMED.
WATER BOTTLES & SUN CREAM
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle. During
warmer weather, a reminder that sun cream should be applied before the children come to
school and that they should have with them a white/very plain sun cap.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Mrs Powell in the School Office
on aa@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register for the Autumn
term. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home, whether they will have
a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please note that if your child
does have a mobile phone for the purposes of walking to and from school (mobile phones
are otherwise not permitted in school) this must be locked and handed to the School Office
on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com

ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.

Section Leader Vacancy
We have a vacancy for an inspiring and energetic volunteer
to deliver a fun, engaging and challenging programme of
indoor and outdoor activities for girls and boys aged 6-8
years old at our fabulous Scout Hut in Tatsfield. As Beaver
Leader you will be able to demonstrate your organisational
and creative abilities in planning a dynamic programme of
activities and learning experiences. You will have bags of
energy and enthusiasm and be passionate about helping
every child to become the best they can be. Your programme will give them confidence to
try new things, learn new skills in an environment of fun, friendship and adventure.
Our Beavers meet early evening once a week during term time for an hour. You will be
assisted by our experienced Assistant Beaver Section Leader and parent volunteers.
You don’t need to be Bear Grylls to join us. You don’t even need to know how to put up a
tent! Scouts provides full training and all the tools needed to enjoy this role. This could be
an ideal position for someone looking to gain new skills or develop a career in teaching.
Volunteer and give young people the skills they need to succeed in life and discover how
being part of the Scouting family can be as rewarding for you as it is for them.
Visit https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteer/volunteering-with-scouts/ to find out more about
volunteering and if you have any questions, please email us at tatsfieldscouting@gmail.com.
Sarah Tait
Group Secretary, 1st Tatsfield Scouts

Hazelwood School families are warmly
invited to the Royal Russell Open
Morning on Saturday 25 September
between 08.30 and 12.15.

There is no need to book, simply arrive at a time which is convenient to you to enjoy a
welcome from our Headmaster, Chris Hutchinson, followed by a tour of our fantastic school,
hosted by the people who know us best – our wonderful students.
When your tour has concluded, you are welcome to join us for a light lunch on the Chapel
Quad where our team will be happy to answer any questions your family may have.
Click here to watch a personal invitation from Chris Hutchinson to Hazelwood School
families.

Further information is available by emailing
bursar@hazelwoodschool.com

