
 
 
 

 
 
 
I have enjoyed watching the candidates for the Year 7 Scholarships go about their 
assessments this week and have particularly delighted in my interviews with them as part of 
the process.  They are an incredibly talented and articulate group of young men and women 
who have given of their best over the past few days.  Not only have they had to contend with 
a challenging programme of assessments but they, and the rest of their Year 6 cohort, have 
also been immersed in end of year exams!  Without exception, they have impressed with 
their levels of skill, of focus and of mental and physical prowess.  It will be a hard task to split 
them in order to identify the ultimate and most worthy recipients of the four awards.  I trust 
that they will all be proud of what they have achieved this week.  We continue to have the 
highest expectations of their Year 7 and 8 journey to the top of the Hazelwood tree.  The 
Nutshell will, of course, bring further news in due course.    
 
It has been good to see, and hear, the sports pitches alive with summer sport. Whilst the 
unsporting and unseasonal weather is proof that some things rise above the challenge of 
COVID and remain familiar, the restarting of matches, albeit on a limited and protected 
scale, bears further testament to the gradual return to ‘normal’ school life.  This week it was 
the turn of the girls to take to the competitive stage and Mrs Hardgrave was delighted both 
with the performance of all and with the results achieved by many.  The Sports Department 
have invested above and beyond in pulling together the schedule and are spending time 
checking other schools’ Risk Assessments in order to safeguard our pupils’ safety when 
travelling away from home.  In spite of that, they have also found time to establish a new 

When I saw this image, something about it 
reached out and grabbed both my attention 
and my imagination.  What was the story 
that was unfolding here in The Outdoor 
BOX?  When did dinosaurs last roam Planet 
Earth let alone the Hills of Hazelwood?  
How were these two unlikely playmates and 
learning partners going to work successfully 
together?  How was their relationship, in the 
fullness of the sunshine morning, going to 
evolve?  What possible peace-loving use 
could there be for the lump of rock in the 
boy’s hands!  So many questions and I am 
sure an equal number of answers but the 
only one that matters is that this unlikely 
pairing happened during a Year 2 visit to 
The Outdoor BOX where nothing is off 
limits.  Fuelled by curiosity, challenge and 
creativity, there are endless possibilities and 
permutations to the teaching and the 
learning. This enigmatic image sets us off 
on just one of the many adventures which 
captivated the children of Hazelwood this 
past week. 



twitter feed dedicated to sport.  By logging on to @jhazelwood_sport you will be able to see 
pictures and recordings and read about our sporting endeavours and triumphs. You will still 
need to use SOCS to find out about fixtures and access the team sheets.  We hope this site 
will build into a compelling album of all that is good and exciting about Hazelwood Sport.  
Thank you to Mr Reay for championing this initiative. 
 

 

 

This second image, of the Year 5 children at The Outdoor BOX as part of their Walking on 
Sunshine Forest Schools session, was another picture which caught my eye this week. It 
sums up so much of what is putting a spring in all of our steps at Hazelwood at the moment.  
The opportunity to be back amongst friends, leaning on each other for support, laughter and 
perspective.  The engagement and enthusiasm for a learning environment which is proving 
popular and further enhancing the way in which our children embrace risk and responsibility.  
And a sea of yellow optimism against a blue-sky thinking backdrop, breath-taking and 
uplifting in equal measure.  
 

And finally, whilst we are used to the sun not always shining, the grey clouds did not spoil 
Oak Reception’s week when they held their special Celebration Assembly outside with Mr 
Garlick.  Recognising all the tremendous focus and effort that they continue to put into their 
work and into their week, the children, looking resplendent in their special hoodies and head  
 

 

 
For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week, please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 
 

dresses, were 
delighted to receive 
their Sunshine Treat 
– an ice lolly to cool 
down after a sizzling 
week of wonder and 
wagnificence!  The 
Assembly praised 
the children’s writing 
skills and their 
kindness to each 
other as friends.    

 



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The learning this week on site has taken the interests of the children to the centre of 
everything that has taken place. There is clearly a theme running across Robins and 
Skylarks with superheroes on trend at the moment and both Fledglings rooms searching for 
minibeasts. Staff have clearly used their super powers to hold off the worst of the weather to 
allow for play and exploration outside. I was amazed this week with the focus and 
determination when I entered the Skylarks garden. They were working superbly together, 
communicating brilliantly about how they could extend their learning and improve what they 
were doing. The focus was only broken when they saw the stickers they had earned from a 
morning of focused maths work.  
 
See a full round-up below from all of the rooms. 
 

 
 
This week in Fledglings 1 we have been exploring all things creepy crawly! The children 
have placed different insects in paint and created a variety of exciting marks on paper. The 
children particularly enjoyed painting spiders and showed great gross motor control when 
painting their own fingers for the legs.  We have sung many different nursery rhymes relating 
to insects and banged lots instruments in time to the music. The children have been getting 
messy by exploring some gloop and messy play with the insects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   



 
 
Fledglings 2 have been creeping and crawling this week as we explored minibeasts. We 
looked closely at different insects and how they move and the children had great fun 
recreating these movements. The children enjoyed looking for bugs in soil messy play using 
tweezers and of course their hands. We travelled down to the grass to look for minibeasts in 
the environment which resulted in fun being had outdoor classroom! The children have been 
busy with their crafts as they have made ladybirds and counted their spots, created 
caterpillars by sequencing colours and they counted cheerio’s on pipe cleaners which the 
children decided were caterpillars We had an exciting visit from Matt who read us a lovely 
story called 'scary Sid' which everyone enjoyed (including the staff)!  
 

 

 
 

 



This week in Robins we have been continuing with our Superhero theme.  The children have 
been making their own superheroes using either playdough or clay.  They added the 
features that they associate with superheroes, such as capes and masks by finding natural 
materials found outside.  They were also very excited to find that Spiderman had been to the 
Robin's garden and left his web everywhere.  The children went under and over the web to 
make their way around the garden.  Other activities included creating fingerprint 
superheroes, making a meal fit for a superhero and singing superhero songs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our existing topic of Superheroes took off on a slightly different tangent this week in Upper 
Robins as we were visited by the characters of one of the children’s favourite books, 
‘Supertato’.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The children enjoyed building up their 
own scenarios around the 
‘Superveggies’, using their ever 
expanding imaginative language and we 
also used them to enhance circle time, 
with the children having the confidence 
to use their vegetable ‘puppet’ to re-
enact the story.   Some children showed 
their creativity, and attention to colour 
and shape, by easel painting their 
favourite character from the book which 
then prompted a conversation about 
healthy foods and their understanding of 
why it was important to eat a range of 
fruit and vegetables. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We honed our fine manipulative skills by manoeuvring the ‘evil’ peas with a selection of 
utensils and then by controlling our pencils to trace the letters of our name. We matched 
quantity of objects to the correct numeral, reinforced our number recognition as we trained 
on our Superhero Hopscotch and still had time to tend to our growing flowers and check on 
the progress of our cocooned caterpillars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evil Pea has been up to mischief in the Skylarks room, and it's up to the Super Skylarks to 
trap him! From shape handcuffs, to tying up with thread, the children have been very 
creative in coming up with a plethora of methods for capturing our villainous character. Each 
child should now has proudly made you their own ‘Supertato’ creation - it was great to see 
their imaginations take hold, and we are looking forward to continuing with exploring 3D 
creation/junk modelling.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



This week has also seen a few additions - inside, with our new illuminated sensory writing 
boards, and outside with some fruit trees that the children have planted in our garden. We 
cannot wait to see what happens next as they grow.  Finally, the 'box initiative activity' of the 
week (check out the planning for more details) has caused the sandpit to receive a LOT of 
attention, as the children have worked together to create 'rivers', 'ponds', 'lakes' and 
'streams'. With dug-out channels not containing the water effectively, the children tried using 
foil, which they found broke easily. One Skylark dug to the bottom, and through trial and 
error, we found that the very bottom of the sandpit held water well, and that tiered guttering 
pipes could create interesting 'waterfalls'. This activity has grown throughout the week, and 
has been thoroughly enjoyable for all!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Oak have been practising their building skills both inside and outside this week. Thinking 
about the story of the Three Little Pigs, the children have been using lollysticks, art straws, 
paper and plasticine to create small houses to protect the pigs. Next week, the Big bad Wolf 
will be visiting to try to blow the houses down. Will they survive?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children have also used the giant construction bricks to build houses outside. They 
mixed sand, water and straw together to make a kind of cement to make the walls strong. 
Some of the children even included windows and used the planting area to plant some 
flowers to sit on the windowsills. Miss Sanger's construction club built towers and Miss 
Wilson's class had a go at origami to learn about other ways of building too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

  

We have also enjoyed seeing the 
progress of our beans this week. 
All of the bean plants now have 
shoots poking out of the soil and 
some plants have already grown 
taller than the cups that they are 
planted in. The children have 
been busily updating their bean 
diaries and have produced some 
wonderful independent 
sentences to describe the 
changes in their plants.  

 

 

Oak have also put on their 
yellow hoodies and snuck out 
in the few moments 
of sunshine! We had a lovely 
celebration assembly in the 
outdoor classroom and, as a 
special treat, had ice lollies 
afterwards. Yum! We 
celebrated Jenson's kindness, 
James' writing and Kian's 
fantastic effort in all activities. 
Well done, boys! 

 

 



News from Hazelwood 
 

The girls have had an very exciting week. It has been a long time since the last time they 
played another school, they dusted off their best cricket bats and balls and the teacher 
fished out their cricket score cards!! 
Year 3 had their first ever fixtures and played brilliantly. A clean sweep of wins, with some 
super batting and bowling. 
There were a mixture of wins and losses throughout the rest of the teams. Some fabulous 
cricket was played with definite improvement as the overs went on. All the girls came away 
buzzing with excitement for their next matches. 
 

   

Congratulations to William R in Y3 who has worked his way past the 300 House Points 
required to claim his Gold Award.  William joins a still short list of pupils who, when 
restrictions allow, will be enjoying a special treat with Mrs Louw.   

 

 

 

  Hazelwood’s Walking on Sunshine campaign turned The Book Trust’s Pyjamarama Day 
into a Sunshine Hoodierama Day. Everyone bought in a book or magazine to read during 
the day. The target was a quiet and considered 45 minutes in which to immerse yourself 
in the language and the adventures.  Pupils were encouraged to share their stories and 
to use the time as a gentle antidote to the faster pace of normal school life.  More to 

follow in next week’s Nutshell.   



Staffing Update 
Congratulations to Mrs Radford and her family on the news that there will be a little Radford 
addition later this year. To that end, following on from her one-year tenure with us, Mrs 
Radford will be taking a maternity break from teaching.   She will, of course, remain part of 
the Hazelwood Community as a parent and we look forward to hearing exciting news in due 
course. 
 

With her youngest child finishing Year 8 at Hazelwood at the end of this term, Mrs Asli has 
decided it will be a natural time to say goodbye to the Music Department so that she can 
focus on her passion of mindfulness and wellbeing.  Mrs Asli has been a fantastic support to 
Hazelwood music and our community for a number of years, and will be missed, although 
we are sure that she will be lured back to play at future concerts! 

 
 

  

 
 

The corridors outside Year 5 are alive with the brightness and optimism of sunshine.  The 
fabulous displays will put anyone passing in a sunshine mood.  Thank you Y5 for 

banishing the blues and being so positive. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

More summertime masterpieces from Mrs Tulett’s art scholars 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you 
ready to 
accept 
yours? 

 

 

Year 3 gladly and bravely accepted the challenge thrown down by xx and spelt the word 
‘Hazelwood’ using their bodies to form the letters. They did a great job with the letters 
seen more clearly from the circling drone.  Well done Y3. Who will now receive your 
challenge? 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To Alex and all other Hazelwood 
musicians who took part in the Reigate 
and Redhill Music Festival.  Your 
participation in the Friday Lunchtime 
Concerts clearly paid-off, giving you the 
confidence to perform and to impress.   

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 1 threw themselves into their afternoon of 
Den Building down in The Outdoor BOX earlier 
this week.  They used the opportunity to hone 
their problem solving and collaborative skills to 
good effect.  Well done Year1! 



 
 
Read all about it!  
On Thursday morning, Year 4 started a 'What's in the news?' club.  It gives the children a 
chance to mix with other children who may not be in their normal friendship groups.  They 
discuss newspaper and magazine articles of particular interest to them and then share them 
with the rest of the groups.  Hopefully, this will also encourage an interest in current affairs 
and perhaps produce some budding reporters! 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Tasked with building dens for their dinosaur friends, Year 2 ventured into the great outdoors 
and constructed homes fit for T-rexes, Gigantosauruses and Diplodocuses alike. A 
wonderful sunshine playtime was had by all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



It’s a fine balance for Year 5 

Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed their 'Walking on Sunshine' forest skills session last week. The 
session started with a challenge to reach the very bottom of the slide. As you can see, the 
children were full of support and joy for each other as each one came shooting down! 
This support, teamwork and collaboration continued as each class completed a different 
challenge to make a forest school obstacle course. Once each of the challenges had been 
successfully mastered and the obstacle course was finished, the children had a wonderful 
time putting their speed, agility and teamwork to the test as they happily completed the 
course. Huge thanks to Gary for all his help  
and enthusiasm.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Year 4 on a roll…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

              

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 

The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to 
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):  

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link  
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL  

SOCS Calendar  
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213  

 

This week, Year 4 visited The Outdoor BOX for some 
mental maths work. The children rolled a dice to generate 
five 1-digit numbers. Using only those numbers and the four 
operations they then had to generate different totals ranging 
between 1 and 20. The fresh air and spectacular view 
encouraged some expert collaborations and impressive 
number crunching!  
 

 

 

 
  

https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213


LETTERS  
Year  1-8 -Head’s Update Letter  
Year 8 - Residential Trip Information & Kit List  
Year 7 - Mock Examinations Information & Timetable  
Year 5 - Evacuee Day  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

HOODIE-RAMA - FRIDAY, 14 MAY  
A reminder that we have hijacked the Book Trust Pyjamarama Day and invite the pupils to 
come to school with their Sunshine Hoodies and a book that they are currently reading. At 
some stage in the day the pupils will spend some time reading with their hoodies on. The 
day is all about reading, enjoying and sharing stories normally in PJ’s, but we are going to do 
it in our hoodies! 

CHESTNUT (Y1 & 2) LATE ROOM PHONE - PLEASE NOTE NEW NUMBER AS LISTED - 
07747 705843  

WALKING ON SUNSHINE - dates to bring in Hoodies  
Year 3 - 4 - bring in hoodies each Monday and leave here for the week.  This week is a 
Sunshine cricket tournament on Tuesday and Thursday  

Year 5 - Tuesday 18th and Friday 21st May   
Year 7 - Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th  

Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.  

The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.  

Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & 
under Admissions.    

Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)  
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)  
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874  
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032  
Bus Services - Cherry/Sylvia - 07901 377692 or Gary - 07553181085  

RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOL MARCH 2021  
Please refer to this document, published on 2 March 2021 and available on PIP, for any 
current information regarding your child’s return to school from 8 March 2021.  The current 
updated Risk Assessment document is also available to view on the School website.  The 
Head’s pre-return to summer term email of 15/4 also refers. 

WATER BOTTLES  
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle.  

WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8  
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk 
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Miss Roberts in the School Office 
on schoolsec@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register or if 
there are changes to current details held.  Please give details of the days your child will be 
walking home, whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are 
shorter.  Please note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and 
handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school 
day.  At the end of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is 
leaving the school site and the phone collected. 

GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER  
YEARS 1 & 2 - pupils should come into school in Games kit on their respect Games day - 
Year 1 Tuesday / Year 2 Thursday. 

YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit.  

mailto:schoolsec@hazelwoodschool.com


YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Friday - trainers only, 
change in classroom before the lesson. 

YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.  
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit.  

YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT  
For the longer Games lessons all pupils will need Hazelwood White PE tops, white shorts 
(boys), blue skorts (girls) and white sport socks to go with their full tracksuit.  Suitable sport 
trainers, not leisure trainers must be worn.  A reminder that watches and swatches should be 
removed for PE and Games lessons and those pupils with stud earrings will also be asked to 
remove these for their lessons. 

For Years 3 & 4 boys, cricket whites will be optional and for Years 5-8 boys encouraged, 
later in the year.  

On single Games and PE lesson days when pupils arrive at school in full uniform, they 
should be wearing their school shoes and bring trainers in a bag. 

YEARS 3-8 GIRLS  
On PE and single Games lesson days, please come to school wearing school skort under 
uniform.  

SWIMMING – Oak-Year 5 pupils have returned to usual timetabled lessons from this week.  

OFF GAMES/PE  
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will 
accompany their group to watch lessons.  The general expectation is that in most 
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to 
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be 
assessed and go home.  

DAILY ABSENCES  
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to 
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com  

ABSENCE REQUESTS  
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out 
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using 
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6   

TERM TIME ABSENCE  
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may 
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time. 
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is 
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating 
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be 
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if 
they request it.   If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that 
staff will not be able to provide catch up work.  Any requests for term-time holiday should be 
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation. 

SCHOOL CAR PARK  
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and 
drivers in the school car park.  Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users 
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy 
periods when the weather may not be at its best.  A reminder that the maximum speed limit 
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the 
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to 
walk through the woods.  We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for 
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and 
onto the road.   

mailto:absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6


MUSIC LESSONS  
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for 
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and 
making sure you are on time for your lesson.  In line with the Music Tuition Terms and 
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable.  Please kindly ensure that you and your 
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been 
scheduled.  It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set 
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small 
wrist watch alarm.   If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please 
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24 
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution. 

 

 
 
Housekeeper/Nanny services  

Experienced housekeeper with 
availability Monday-Friday mornings. 
Currently working with a Hazelwood 
family.  Honest, diligent and hard 
working. Excellent references, full 
clean drivers licence and own car. 
Paediatric first aid and all relevant 
safeguarding training. Many years’ 
experience working in a primary 
school with KS1 and KS2 so can 
assist with homework too.   
 
If you would like to find out more and 
have an introductory conversation, 
please contact Caroline on 
carolinekaidi@icloud.com  
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