
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome back from all at Hazelwood and all at the four community schools of the Songwe District 
in Tanzania!  I am happy to share the news that the holiday visit of nine Hazelwood teachers 
 

 

 

 

 



  
 

results on the increase.  This time, the team were able to work more closely with their African 
counterparts and to distribute resources made by the children of Hazelwood during the days 
leading up to the end of term, to display in classrooms and help with their learning.  Moreover, 
having tracked down a local supplier of educational resources (with the assistance of Shanta 
Gold), a lorry load of requested resource arrived at the schools whilst the teachers were there.  
This enabled each of the four schools to boost their teaching of English, maths and science.  Our 
continued thanks go to Shanta Gold for all their support of this important project, to the 
communities of Songwe District for making us feel so welcome during our visit and to Mrs 
Phillimore, Mrs Brighting, Miss Wilson, Miss Kavanagh, Mrs Clark, Miss Parr, Miss Dancy, Mr 
Fotheringham and Mr Tappin Jnr for giving up half of their holidays to travel to Tanzania.  At times 
they had to draw on all their mental and physical reserves and years of teaching experience when 
faced with classrooms filled to bursting with over 120 children.   
 
The highlight of the trip, apart from the downpours of much-needed rain, was the second staging 
of the Songwe-Hazelwood inter-schools Sports Day.  Played out in good spirits but searing 
temperatures, each school competed in a football and netball tournament. It took a huge amount 
of skill and patience to mobilise so many eager competitors in a series of matches which 
showcased both the talent and the delight of the children.  The medals and prize goats were well 
received and just rewards for everyone’s efforts.  The teachers were due a day off on the following 
Sunday but after six full-on days of teaching, most spent the 24 hours recharging batteries and 
recovering ready for the resumption of teaching on the Monday.   
 
The investment into this project should not be underestimated in terms of resource, energy, time 
and commitment. But the benefits are equally immense.  The fact that the local communities are 
already seeing differences is motivation to us all to continue.  A further trip is planned in October 
and with news that some of the schools are gaining a capability in ICT, we are hopeful that live 
links will be able to be established in the future thereby opening up a further dimension to our 
partnership and engagement.  Everyone’s continued support is very much appreciated.  If you 
are keen to find out more, or to get involved, please contact bursar@hazelwoodschool.com 
 
You will all have heard the news that the catering service for the school has been taken back in-
house.  Thank you for your many emails of thanks, feedback and best wishes.  Steve and his 
team really appreciate having your support.  We are glad to have regained total control and to be 
able to put the meal-time needs, health and wellbeing of all pupils back at the heart of what we 
do.  Our Catering Manifesto all has been shared but is included here also as a reminder of our 
promise to the broadest school community. 

Has further cemented 
the growing 
partnership between 
the five schools and 
their respective work 
and home 
communities.  There 
are early, but 
nonetheless 
encouraging signs 
that the programme is 
having an impact with 
record numbers of 
children attending 
school (at least 
during the period of 
our visit) and exam  

Best of luck to the 300 competitors who are taking part in Saturday’s 5th Help for Heroes 
Triathlon.  The forecast weather may not be on our side, but you have the good wishes of the 
school behind you.  Enjoy the race and do your best.  See you at the finish line!  

mailto:bursar@hazelwoodschool.com


 
 
 



For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please see 
the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been wonderful to see all of the children back this week. The monthly children had a super 
three weeks, I was on site a few times and there was a real buzz around the site. It has been 
wonderful to hear all about the children’s holidays and long weekends this week as I have walked 
around the rooms. The staff team and I are looking forward to an action packed Summer Term. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week in Fledglings 1 we have been looking at Elmer the Elephant, the children have loved 
exploring different colours. The children have also enjoyed exploring small world animals in soil 
and sand. We have spent lots of time out in the garden looking at the birds and digging in the 
sand pit. Inside the children have enjoyed mark making using different coloured crayons on paper.  
 

 

The children also enjoyed visiting the hall pretending to be different vehicles, responding superbly 
to different instructions and sounds. 
 
This week in Lower Robins our theme has been space.  The children have enjoyed looking at 
books all about space and talking about the planets that they know. There has been some 
wonderful creation of playdough aliens with googly eyes as well as paintings of aliens using 
straws to blow the paint on to the page. Many children have been drawn to the small world play 

 
  

 

This week in 
Fledglings 2, we 
have created paper 
plate hot air balloons 
using different 
textures. The 
children have 
painted different 
coloured paper to 
form different 
vehicles for our 
transport board.  We 
have also been 
using the play-dough 
cutters and tools to 
create vehicles and 
to form other marks.  

 



and have created stories using the rocket ship as well as creating dark dens to pretend that they 
are in space. 
 

     
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week in Upper Robins, we have 
been exploring dinosaurs. The children 
have created their own dinosaur 
scenes and have used the small world 
dinosaurs to act out stories.  

 

 

 

We have spent time talking about the size of 
dinosaurs and comparing largest to smallest 
as well as finding out the names of unfamiliar 
ones. The children have made the most of the 
warm dry weather and have made dens  

 



outside on the decking, being very creative with the resources they use. The children were 
delighted to see Mrs Fryer for their first music lesson of the summer term. 

This week the Skylarks children have settled back into the routine brilliantly. They have all enjoyed 
telling their peers and the adults about their Easter experiences and have been getting involved 
in lots of activities. The children have been outside lots exploring the new toys and enjoying the 
fresh air. They have listened to the ugly duckling story and have even made their 
own duckling using the junk modelling. Lots of the children have been using the indoor space to 
explore ring games, their favourite being ‘What's the time Mr Goose’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Oak children have come back full of energy and are ready for a summer term full of learning 
and fun. The children loved listening to the story of ‘The Little Hotchpotch’, which gave them the 
inspiration to create their own versions using a variety of media. Each class has also created their 
own large-scale version ready to display at our Open Morning. There is also much excitement 
about next week’s trip to Bore Park. 
 
For more information on the Early Years Foundation Stage, please visit 
www.foundationyears.org.uk  

 

  

 

 
 

 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

At the end of last term, the 
children of Oak had a 
brilliant time hunting for 
Easter Eggs hidden 
around the playground 
and in the classrooms.  
The bunny ears certainly 
helped them on their 
quest, as did their 
permanent smiles! 



News from Hazelwood 

 

  
 
The children of Chestnut have really been enjoying the recently introduced Year 5 Reading 
Buddies scheme.  Each week, the children get together during their lunch break to choose a 
favourite book from the library. Just before the Easter break, it was the turn of Eve and Charlie to 
read with Jasper and Jacob.   
 
 

  
 

  
 
Just in case, we ever forget how amazing the Baily Building is, here are a few pictorial reminders 
sent into the school office over the Easter holidays.  Whilst the planting around the Building has 
grown and developed, the glorious splendor of its curves and sweeping shapes remain ever 
imposing and magnificent.  We are lucky to be able to teach and to learn in such an exemplary 
environment! 



Prague 2019 by Hannah Richards 
For months we had been practicing our songs, the final couple of weeks of preparation were 
intense, we seemed to be rehearsing every spare minute of every day, but they say “practice 
makes perfect”. 
 
Departure day arrived and the excitement rose as we all gathered in the school car park at 6.15 
am. I think that’s when it hit the teachers accompanying us just what a task they had taken on.  
Managing 48 very excited member of the choir can’t be an easy task.  We headed to Heathrow, 
had breakfast and boarded the plane to Prague.  It was a quick 30-minute transfer to the hotel, 
which was perfectly located near the centre of town. We went for a wonder through the streets 
before returning to the hotel for our first rehearsal in Prague.   Dinner was a pasta dish followed 
by a traditional cinnamon pudding. It was then time for an early night, to ensure we were all well 
rested before the competition the next day. 
 
Competition day arrived, and there was a great excitement in the group.  After breakfast we 
headed for our final rehearsal in the National Halls, it was all staring to feel very real. After 
rehearsal there was only a couple of hours before we would be back on stage. We went to the 
park for some lunch and then back to the hotel to get dressed in to our uniforms.   The older girls 
rushed around platting everyone’s hair, so we all looked smart and ready to go.  Once all of us 
were ready, we left in silence (to rest our voices) and nervously walked to the Competition venue. 
Within a couple of minutes of arriving we were on stage.  As we looked out, we could see all the 
parents who had travelled to support us, sitting in the audience, their faces full of hope and 
anticipation.  
 
And so it began, we sang our hearts out for 20 minutes, loving every second of it. Then suddenly 
it was all over as quickly as it had started. We were all smiling from ear to ear and the audience 
seemed to have enjoyed it.  Had we been good enough? Had all the hours of rehearsal paid off? 
Had we made Mrs Louw and the teachers proud? We would just have to wait until the next day 
to find out. 
 
The next day came around quickly and the sun was shining bright. The first activity was a boat 
trip down the Vltava river. We floated gently down the river and saw some amazing historic 
buildings and parts of Prague. Then off to have pizza for lunch, before we were singing again. 
This time it was all for fun, as we were taking part in one of the friendship concerts around the 
city.  We sang in the most beautiful old church and again there were lots of parents there to 
support us. Next was a quick trip to the shops before joining in the Festival Parade through the 
city streets.  This had to be one of the highlights of the weekend, everyone was singing and 
dancing throughout the streets. We had our union flags to wave, but my personal favourite was 
seeing the Japanese Drummers, they were incredible.  It was now nearly at results time, but first 
we went to the restaurant below the hotel to have our final meal, before heading to the prize 
presentation.    
 
It was now time to find out how we had done in the competition.  We all sat nervously waiting as 
the presentations began.  We didn’t have to long to wait before they announced “Hazelwood 
School, GOLD”.  We couldn’t believe it.  Not only had we won Gold but we had won the Children’s 
Category too. All those hours of rehearsals had paid off.  All we had to do now was celebrate, so 
off we went to the closing disco. Fun was had by everyone, dancing and jumping around to great 
tunes, before we knew it, it was time to go back to the hotel, pack and get some sleep before 
traveling back home. 
 
It was sad to say goodbye to Prague, but it was an experience none us will ever forget. I feel 
incredibly fortunate to have not only been on this trip with the choir but to have also been to 
Verona two years before.  I don’t think are many schools out there who can offer such an 
incredible choral experience for children our age.  Thank you, Mrs Louw for being so passionate 
and inspirational about music and giving us the most wonderful life long memories 



  
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Check out Henry’s video diary of the trip on Hazelwood’s Instagram account 
hazelwoodschooloxted  The backing track is provided by the gold medal winning Chapel 
Choir!  



The Chapel Choir trip to Prague, by Ethan Furness-Black  
The trip to Prague was very fun. Here are some of the things we did: firstly, we went on to the 
plane which was exciting and then when we got there, we went to our hotel on a bus. When we 
got to our rooms, MOST of us unpacked and then we headed out for a tour to familiarise 
ourselves. By the time we were back at the hotel we were very tired so we had our dinner. When 
we finished our dinner we had to settle down so we did and then about 20 minutes later it was 
lights out. The next day we were excited because it was competition day. In the morning, we went 
for a big tour around the city to learn more about Prague and its beautiful buildings. We walked 
across the Charles Bridge, which is believed to be held up by eggs! But I believe it was just 
structurally well built. After that, we went back to the hotel to get our school uniform on and then 
we were ready to perform in Young Bohemia 2019, which is an international festival of young 
choirs and orchestras. 
 
We were getting ready to go on stage when we saw how many people had come to watch. It was 
brilliant as we got so much adrenalin from the audience while we were performing our songs. 
After we had performed we went back to the hotel had dinner and slept - we were exhausted! 
The next day, we went on a boat trip across the river Vlatava, which is the longest river in the 
Czech Republic. It was great fun. Once we had done that, we went to the St. Nicholas Church in 
the main square to perform in the Friendship Concert. We sang cups, a song we hadn’t performed 
this in the competition, because we wanted to save it for the concert. The acoustics were great 
in the church too. When we had done that, we went shopping, there were all kinds of souvenirs. 
 
In the afternoon, all the performers in Young Bohemia walked around the city centre in the parade 
of festival choirs and orchestras. Lots of people were in the streets cheering us and waving flags 
from their respective countries. In the evening, we had the awards ceremony. We were very 
happy as we won our section and we got gold medal standard. Afterwards, we had a disco, which 
we were very excited about. 
 
EXTRA CREDITS: the performances that I liked were the Japanese drum team Kobuzaru - they 
were very loud! The other one was the Irish choir Mount Sion. They were really great at performing 
their songs. Also, the one food that we especially liked was beef goulash, which is a traditional 
food in Czechia.   
 
I would like to thank our wonderful staff:  Mrs Louw, Mr Tappin, Mr Tappin Jr, Mr Shepherd, Mrs 
Greenwood, Mr Hewitt for helping us so much, and the whole choir for doing a great job in Prague.  
 

 

  

 

Having completed his first stage PADI 
qualification at school, Matthew took to the 
waters of Bali to complete his open water 
certification.  Needless to say, there were 
plenty more fish in the sea!  Well done 

Matthew!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

As part of last term’s Rocket Car 
science workshop, the children of 
Years 3 & 4 took the design and 
build challenge into the Bawtree 
Hall. Using KINEX as their chosen 
construction medium, the pupil 
worked well together to work out 
the optimum shape and load 
distribution for their cars.  They 
were put to the test on the 
practice track to allow the children 
to refine their designs before the 
final speed trial.  Needless to say 
all passed with flying colours.  
Great work Years 3 & 4!  



  
 

   
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going back in time These pictures of the Laverock School were discovered over the 
Easter holidays.  They show the HNEY site when it was a girls’ Prep School.  Whilst much 
remains familiar, there are some interesting trips down Memory Lane and reminders how, 
in the past, classrooms were dominated by the blackboard and chalk!    

 

 

 A massive well done to Emilia for her outstanding TED Project.  Taking the topic of Glass, 
Emilia created some stunning hand-blown pieces before writing about her experience, and 
her obvious enjoyment of it.  A beautiful piece of work. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Time to celebrate!  
The long awaited clock for the Baily Building has 
arrived. Thanks to the generosity of the Year 8 
leavers in 2018 and 2016, and other individual 
supporters, there will be no further doubt as to 
when lessons restart after the fruit and lunchtime 
breaks.  Given the size of the clock, families in 
Hurst Green and Lingfield will be able to tell the 
time by its magnificent face and hands!  

Time to celebrate again!  
Our congratulations go to Luke D of Hazelwood’s 
Y7 who received the exciting news over the 
Easter holidays, that he has hitherto recorded the 
fastest time for the U13 1,500m in the whole of 
England.  Luke’s startling time of 4:44.79 is only 
0.5seconds away from the fastest recorded UK 
time (by an athlete in Scotland).  Luke is already 
working hard to shave this amount of time, and 
more, off his personal best.  Given his grit and 
determination, we are confident he will do it!  
 



 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

There were lots of happy, 
concentrating faces at the 
Easter Fun Club as the 
children took part in a host of 
activities which required 
them to focus and work as a 
team.  Craft and cooking 
were top of the agenda with 
the chocolate cheesecake 
being particularly delicious! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your friendly ‘gappie’ Oli Raishbrook (or Mr R!) once he leaves the safety of Hazelwood at the 
end of the Summer Term is off on his adventures.  He and two other former Hazelwood pupils 
are attempting to scale the mighty Kilimanjaro, tallest mountain on the African continent, in August 
(you may have seen a team of celebrities take it on for Comic Relief last month?). 
 
They are fully funding their trip but have decided to try and make their efforts count towards a 
worthwhile cause and have decided upon Prostate Cancer UK as the recipient of their fund 
raising.  If you feel you could help in any way (big or small) towards their ambitious target of 
£10,000 for this amazing charity, please do click on the link below for more information.  In the 
meantime, if you see Oli out and about in his altitude training mask – do give him a friendly wave 
by way of encouragement, he is going to need it! 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/olioliandfin 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
  

 
Celebrating Hazelwood’s Alumni: Michael Tippet 
The world renowned musician and composer, and 
former Hazelwood Music Teacher, is celebrated in a 
new book, Michael Tippet, the Biography by Oliver 
Soden 
(https://smile.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Michael+Tippet&i=st
ripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss) Extracts from the book 
were read out over the Easter holidays on BBC Radio.  
Follow the link below to listen to the podcast in which 
his time at Hazelwood School was recounted.  Mr 
Tippet would be proud of the school’s continuing 
reputation for its wonderful music making. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m00045km 
 

 

Welcome to Miss Elizabeth Woolger who has joined 
the staff team as our new Bursar’s PA.  Liz had the 
benefit of the Easter holidays to find her feet so is now 
‘up and running’ and looking forward to getting to know 
everyone. The favourite thing in Liz’ life is Molly, her 
adorable sausage dog (but don’t tell her fiancé that!)  
Liz can be found sharing an office with Mrs 
Greenwood. 

Gold Award Congratulations!  go this week to Isla H and Daniel C.  They have left 
themselves just enough time to make it to their Diamond Award by the end of term.  Well done 
to them both. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/olioliandfin
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Michael+Tippet&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Michael+Tippet&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m00045km


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Brighting taught a science lesson about electricity where 
she showed the children how to make a series circuit. She 
was thrilled when, the following day, a child in the class 
brought in a lightbulb powered by a battery from his home. He 
was rewarded for his enthusiasm with a special sticker 
designed by Phoebe Harris (see front page). 
 

The team presented resources to 
the four schools in Songwe. Here, 
we are with some of the children 
and staff at Saza, the largest of 
the schools. Amongst other 
things, we presented the school 
with their share of 3000 pencils, 
3000 pens, 1000 rulers, 1000 
rubbers, 100 geometry sets, 100 
metre rulers and 30 wall clocks for 
the classrooms. All of the 
resources were sourced in 
Tanzania in order to support the 
local economy.  They were 
purchased with the money raised 
by the Gala Concert. 
 

 
 



  
 

  
 
Ben’s dreams came almost true when he was selected to be one of the Manchester United 
mascots for their Champions’ League match against the mighty Barcelona during the Easter 
holidays.  Ben enjoyed an amazing time at Old Trafford meeting the players and managers from 
both teams, before walking out onto the hallowed turf side by side with Lindelof in front of 
thousands of expectant fans.  He even got to try on Ronaldo’s old shirt and boots worn by David 
Beckham!   Sadly for Ben, and Man Utd fans all over the world, a determined effort did not prevail 
and a late goal gave Barcelona an early advantage in the two-leg tie.  For Ben, it will always be 
a night to remember even if the result didn’t go the Red Devils’ way.     
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Huge congratulations go to Connor W and 
William G who took part in the Team 5km as part 
of the national Swimathon over the Easter 
holidays.  
 
They were raising money for Cancer Research 
and Marie Curie and had to swim 100 lengths 
each.  The swim took them an hour and 40 
minutes to complete.   
 
The boys really enjoyed the experience and hope 
to participate again next year and swim even 
faster!  Between them they managed to raise 
over £1000 for the charities which was a fantastic 
achievement.  Even after such a monumental 
effort in the pool, neither William nor Connor 
appeared tired.  Both said they could have carried 
on for a few more lengths!!  Swimming hats off to 
the pair of them!  
 



Who am I? 
Year 3 have been learning about and writing Haiku poems.  They chose their favourite 
Rainforest creature, discovered facts about them and then created their Haiku using the correct 
number of syllables in each line.  Here is a selection.  Can you guess which animal they are 
describing?  
 
Silent and deadly  
Slithering, quietly pounce   
His prey awaits him.  
By Gethin J 
  
Fierce and beautiful,  
Intelligent, strong, patient,  
Hide, wait, pounce, eat, go! 
 By Toby H  
  
Anywhere is bed,  
Favourite thing to do is sleep,  
Scruffy coated fur.  
  
By Henry B-H  
  
Bird flapping loudly,  
She is very beautiful,  
Chirping humming bird.  
  
by Sophie W  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early Years 
are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

Please join us in celebrating the end of term at the HPA Summer Party! This will be held at 
the Red Barn, Lingfield on Friday 14th June. There will be a free drink on arrival, a light buffet, 
plus a paying bar and we have hired a DJ for the night. Tickets are £30pp and there is an optional 
donation of £5 per person, to go towards the new Astro Pitch. 
Tickets are now on sale here https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hpa/256611 (password is: 
Astro).           

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/hpa/256611


Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a duplicate 
copy, please contact the School Office. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  
Year 8 - Leavers’ Programme & Residential Trip  
Years 1 & 2 - Chestnut Class Assemblies - 2W Friday, 26 April (information sent via email)  
Year 1 - Chessington Zoo Trip  
Individuals - Awesome Book Awards  
Year 6 - Revision Tips Evening (Information sent to Attendees via email)  

REMINDERS/NOTICES  

YEARS 1 & 2 HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION  
Don’t forget that pupils taking part need to bring their music and instrument into school on these 
days - Year 2 - Wednesday, 1st May & Year 1 - Friday, 3rd May  

If the pupils need a piano accompanist (their music teacher will tell them), they also need to 
bring their instrument and music in on Monday, 29th April for a play through. 

Form Rep Meeting Friday, 3rd May - any items parents wish to be raised for discussion should 
be emailed to headspa@hazelwoodschool.com BY MIDDAY ON FRIDAY, 26TH APRIL (as per 
email sent last week) 

Chapel Choir - final reminder to upload any photographs to the link provided (please ask Mrs 
Greenwood if you need the link to be resent) 

Cup Engraving - any cups awarded at Final/Sports Assemblies March 2019 to be returned to 
Mrs Greenwood by Friday, 26 April if you would like them to be engraved 

Music Lessons  
Please ensure that your child brings their instrument and music in on the relevant day and is 
aware of their lesson time. It is also important for them to take their books and instruments 
home when they do not need them in school. Thank you 

 

 
 

Miss Clayton’s thanks, 
on behalf of the whole of 
Dowling House, go to 
Joseph B for adding to 
her growing collection of 
supporting ducks.  
Joseph’s contribution of 
Henry VIII duck gives 
the collection a distinctly 
regal air. Miss Clayton is 
currently busy 
matchmaking Henry 
with six eligible lady 
ducks!  

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


 
 
 
 



 
 





 


