It has been a great week across the school and nursery sites with plenty of evidence that the
children are rapidly adjusting to life back at Hazelwood. Inevitably, there are still a few rough
edges which need smoothing down. For a good number of our pupils they have been away
from the structure and routine that the school day offers them for almost half a year (that is a
long time in the life of a five, six, seven and even twelve year old!). So our staff are being
patient and understanding and working with their classes and year groups to help them
make the necessary adjustments. We are working hard to fill their days with activities, inside
and outside the classroom, which will inspire them and settle them back in to the special
rhythm of Hazelwood.
It was exciting therefore on Tuesday when we took delivery of our first instalment of Outdoor
Learning resource. Designed to instil the same creative and courageous thought that is
promoted within The BOX (albeit in an outdoor environment), the kits of crates, poles,
blocks, tubes, ropes, tyres and tarpaulins were introduced to Years 5 and 8 during lunchtime
on Wednesday. The point is to offer little instruction and, having assessed the risks
involved, to let the children and their imaginations run wild whilst exploring the possibilities
and potential offered by the assorted equipment. Would they be drawn to building a bridge,
stringing up a swing or diving into a darkened den? As it happened, it was all of the above
and more! It was fabulous to stand back and watch as the children worked in groups,
maintaining the sanctity of their year group bubble, out in the fresh air where collaboration
seems to come most naturally. There was evidence of experimentation, of sharing resource,
of negotiation, of immense pride and of unbridled childhood joy! On the evidence of just this
first half an hour, I am excited about where we can take this outdoor challenger approach to
teaching and learning and how it holds so much potential to once more furnish the pupils of
Hazelwood with a unique and purposeful skill set for the future. The kits will be shared,
week-by-week across different year group bubbles whilst allowing the necessary 72 hours
for them to quarantine as they move from cohort to cohort. I have already heard stories from
parents of children returning home and disappearing outside with an assortment of
household paraphernalia to build a den in the back garden. A perfect result!
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The transformative power of what we offer was
evident too as members of Year 8 threw their hats
into the Hustings ring for the positions of Head Boy
and Head Girl. Not so many years ago, these
children made the wide-eyed transition into Year 3
unsure of what the future held or who they would
become. Indeed, even in the first few days back,
as pupils of Hazelwood’s Year 8, many have
displayed a new sense of maturity and purpose
which was great to see shine through in their well
thought through and considered speeches
designed to win the votes of the zoom watching
school. It was a very close run election with any of
the contenders at some point or other vying for the
top spot. In the end, as the final votes were
counted and verified, Esme W and Theo B
emerged as the pupils’ choice. Congratulations to
them and to all who took part in the keenly fought
contest. I look forward to leading the school with
them by my side, representing the boys and girls
who combine to make Hazelwood such a special
place.

Elsewhere, the week has been full of timely reminders of what we are here to do in spite of
the strange asnd unsettled times. They point to a belief in new beginnings, the power of
freindship and hope for a brighter future. Pictures speak louder than any amount of words
could ever do. These are a few of my favourites from this week….

New friendships and new discoveries ….

Working in isolation to
build a brighter future….

Adapting to the new ways
of working and displaying
an indefatigable focus and
work ethic…..
Finally, the School last week unveiled its GRIT mantra for the forthcoming academic year.
The word GRIT is used to capture the traits and personalities that we would love to see
running through all we do at school; in our teaching and learning, in our relationships with

others, in the way that we try and in the outcomes that we aspire to enjoy. Since its
introduction, GRIT has been a powerful motivator and unifier, binding the whole school
community, irrespective of roles, into a single and shared vision and ambition.

“I pay attention
to others and
am careful how
I treat those
around me”
“I am
determined to
do what is right
and to see it
through”
“I act in the here
and now”

“I believe in
myself, in my
abilities and in
making the
most of them”

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.

News from The Nursery & Early Years
Another action packed week has flown by here at HNEY. The continued good weather has
allowed for lots of outdoor play and exploration. It has been wonderful to see different
classes using the nature area this week to explore their natural surroundings. Paolo, our new
maintenance manager has been hard at work bringing some our visions to life. Watch this
space for pictures in the future of what he has managed to build! As I have walked the site
this week, watching the children enjoying their learning spaces, it has been great to see
them playing together. Please do read on see what has been happening in all of the rooms
this week.

This week in Fledglings 1, we are continuing to settle into our new routines. The children
have had lots of fun exploring individual pieces of play dough with their fingers as well as
going for a swim in our ball pit pond! We have been making lots of noise with the musical
instruments and moving to our favourite nursery rhymes! We also managed a lovely
afternoon trip down to the park!
Fledglings 2 have had an amazing week filled with lots of fun activities! We have been busy
with our theme of the little raindrop, creating windy sticks using toilet tubes and looking at the
colours of the tissue paper we glued on. We also mixed dye with water and placed flowers in
them to watch the colours change as they begin to bloom! Fledglings 2 have enjoyed getting
messy too this week with hand printing to make a giant rainbow and individual shaving foam
'clouds' to explore!

We continued our topic on Autumn into its second week in the Upper Robins’ room, to
further enhance the children’s interest in their natural environment. We visited the pond area,
exploring the habitat with magnifying glasses and having fun ‘trip-trapping’ over the little
bridge. We tended to our Autumn flowers, watering them well and ensuring we are careful
around them.

L Robins’ Autumn Tree with leaf printing and conker counting!
We printed with leaves and attached them to our display board and painted fir cones too.
The children highlighted their numeracy skills during a conker activity, when they counted
them aloud, differentiated by size and compared groups of conkers noticing when quantities
were ‘the same’.
This week in Robins we have been learning how to use scissors and how to use them safely.
Robins have also been sorting and putting together their own photo puzzle. We have been

looking at our families, who they are and describing what is going on in the different photos.
Robins have also been using tennis courts and spending time in our Wigloo on the grass.

“Getting to know you, getting to know all about you” has been the topic of conversation as all
the children continue to settle beautifully into Skylarks. We have been enjoying alfresco
snack times in the glorious sunshine, while we discuss our favourite things, not to mention
the volume of mark making - from painted self-portraits to drawings of our favourite foods.
Wednesday saw our Jeans for Genes fun day where the children made a giant denim-filled
conga line that followed all the way round the Skylark's garden (and beyond!).

We also had a go at designing our own jeans, which can now be found on a hanging display
in the classroom! The children have loved finding their own names and counting how many

letters each one has in it. We have also been keeping a curious eye on Paolo’s building work
and it looks like some of the Skylarks want to help! To finish of the week perfectly, the
children have explored the Jewish new year celebration of Rosh Hashanah and even got to
sample some apple and honey.

This week, Oak have been learning all about cows as part of our ‘On The farm’ topic. We
started by looking at Harriet Cow and her tall, straight handwriting shape. We made masks
and ran up and down on the playground to help us remember the shape.
Then, we learnt about what products we get from cows. We used whipping cream to make
our own butter and had it on bread for our snack. We had to shake the cream really hard to
make it separate and turn thicker. Luckily, we worked in small groups so that our arms did
not get too tired. We also talked about washing our hands. We painted our hands green and

Blue, imagining that the paint was germs. Mrs Gyngell was the germinator, making sure the
children had washed all of the germs off properly.

Ms Sanger’s Oak Reception class were mostly all smiles on their first morning. Since
then, early nerves and wobbles have disappeared and the children are loving their new
classroom and daily routine. Ms Sanger couldn’t be happier with how hard they are
working and doing their very best. The Nutshell looks forward to sharing news of their
achievements and activities as the year unfolds.

News from Hazelwood
Sums in the Sun
Miss Dancy’s Year 6 maths group took on algebra in the sunshine earlier in the week, all
socially distanced of course! They loved the challenge of answering 20 challenging
questions in 40 minutes!

Michael Barlow
Hazelwood Director of Music 1979-2000
We learnt of the sad passing of Michael over the summer holidays.
Michael was Director of Music at Hazelwood for over twenty years and held in the highest
esteem by both the staff, pupils and parents. Following his retirement from the school, he
remained heavily involved with, and supported, music in the local community, including
chairing the Oxted & Limpsfield Music Society, who have performed a number of concerts in
our own Bawtree Hall. Some of you may remember Michael as Organist at our annual Carol
Services held in the Chapel at Tonbridge School, up until very recently.
It is hoped that a memorial service might be arranged for Michael in the future, when music,
his passion, can once again be performed as it should be, and that Hazelwood may have a
choral opportunity to be involved, as a tribute to him.
In the meantime, the School have arranged for a donation to be made to The Robert Bouffler
Music Trust, for young musicians, of which Michael was an ardent supporter of, and adviser
to.

Conserving energy
6S should have been working
on their stamina, strength,
flexibility and speed in their PE
lesson. However, it was a
blistering hot so 6S practised
their
orienteering
and
scavenger hunt skills instead.
Their challenge was to recreate
the circulatory system (their
topic in science) using the
items they found.
They used their imagination;
we had stick ribs, grass
capillaries and leaf lungs!
Mrs Brighting was very proud!

Year 1 explored sentence structure in their literacy lessons, making great use of both the
theatre and the sunny weather!

In Numeracy the children have enjoyed exploring the
less than and greater than signs, remembering that the
crocodile's mouth eats the larger numbers!
Food Collection for Caterham Food Bank
Friday 2nd October

Unfortunately, due to COVID
restrictions, Harvest Festival cannot
take place this year. Instead, with
the support of the HPA, we are
asking you to bring in tins of food
which will be taken to Caterham
Food Bank. A poster appears later
in the Nutshell giving more details.
Further information will be shared
next week. Goods can be dropped
off on ONE DAY ONLY!

Friday 2nd October at drop off only!
Children to carry all contributions to tables in car park. They will be collected and
distributed by the HPA from there after a 72 hour quarantine period.

Friday 25th September: European Day of Languages

Hazelwood Inter-form Tournament
HIT makes its debut over the next two weeks at Hazelwood Sport.
Wednesday will see Years 5-8 take on the other forms in their year.
There will be two leagues, Dragons and Lions, as represented by our Hazelwood sporting
mascots.
A series of matches over Cross Country, Football and Cricket scoring points not only for
results but performances, sportsmanship and displaying our GRIT values.

SPORTS’ DEPARTMENT NEWS

Tuesday and Thursday will see Years 3 and 4
challenging each other in a similar format with hockey
played by the girls.

With HIT starting next week, a
quick kit check for you.

I am sure competition will be fierce.

Water bottles Essential for the
school day and especially during
exercise.
Trainers Needed for ‘Swimming’,
PE and Games lessons.
Shin pads Hockey or Football You can use the same pair for
both sports if needed.
Football
boots
Girls
are
welcome to bring boots on
Wednesday but it is not essential.
Mouth guards for the girls We
will introduce some boys’ hockey
in the next round of HIT so a pre
warning: Mouth guards for boys
coming soon.

This week Year 2 learnt how coughs and sneezes can spread germs. They tested some
‘sneezes’ with spray bottles to see how far it would travel. They recorded this information
as a bar chart using the paving slabs.
They also thought about how to keep safe
In the kitchen and made up a series of
Safety Rules. Not everyone was able to
Agree on what was most important.

Year 7 under the microscope
This term the pupils of Year 7 have been looking at cells and unicellular animals under the
microscopes. This week they captured a number of their findings on film. Can you tell which
image:
Is an onion with the inner layer peeled back and stained with iodine?
Shows a bubble under the slide causing a stir of excitement in the lab?
Appears on a 100 year old microscope?
Captures images of two unicellular animals?
Examines a section of pond weed under the microscope?
Well done Year 7; some fascinating investigations and illuminating photography.

Year 8 Challenge the Great Outdoors!

Year 8 made the most of Friday’s
lunchtime sun to get creative with the
new Outdoor Challenger resource.
There was plenty of laughter and a
little bit of tug-of-war rivalry but the
hour passed in the best of
collaborative spirits.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
Dear Parents
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Years 1-8 Covid-19 Letter - dated and emailed Friday, 11 September
Years 1-7 Flu Vaccine and Consent Letter
World Choir Games Ensemble - Deposit Refund Email 17 September
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry - 07901 377692 or Amanda - 07553181085
Return to School Protocol Phase 4 & Frequently Asked Questions
Please refer to these documents, published on 19 August and available on PIP, for any
current information regarding your child’s return to school. The current updated Risk
Assessment document is also available to view on the School website.
Year 7 Hazelwood Scholarships - closing date for applications Friday, 18 September 9.00
am
Year 6 Senior School Choices - please complete information using the reply link as soon as
possible if you have not already done so, thank you.
Years 6-8 Headphones
Pupils in Years 6-8 will need to bring their own headphones into school for use with their
devices in lessons. Thank you.
Years 3-8 - French & Spanish Magazine Subscriptions - application closing date Friday, 25
September.
Temperature Checking
A reminder that, as included in The Return to School Parent Agreement, we have asked
parents to monitor and check their child’s temperature before leaving to come to school each
day.
Years 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Nikki Powell on
aa@hazelwoodschool.com. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home,
whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please
note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and handed to their
Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day. At the end

of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is leaving the
school site and the phone collected.
Off Games/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
Absence Requests
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6 or the hard copy Absence Request form, which the
School Office can email to you upon request.
Term Time Absence
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
School Car Park
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best. A reminder that the maximum speed limit
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to
walk through the woods. We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and
onto the road. Please be aware that when helping with pick up and drop off, due to Covid
restrictions, staff are currently unable to open car doors or assist pupils with their school
bags and any assistance will need to be given by parents. Parents must remain in their cars
unless it is absolutely essential for them not to do so. For those parents who walk their
children to and from school, they should drop off and pick up their children ensuring that they
keep the required social distance from others who may be on site at the same time. Thank
you.
Music Lessons
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution.

7-piece Peavey Drum Kit - £100.00







7-piece Peavey drum kit
£100.00
Collection required from
Oxted area
Contact Mrs Barry on
07958 550139
Good condition although
previously loved!

Babysitting: Edenbridge, Oxted, Westerham
My name is Ella and I am a former pupil of
Hazelwood School. I am 16 years old, have
just done my GCSEs and am now beginning
my A Level courses.
I live in Edenbridge and am available for
babysitting in the Oxted, Westerham and
Edenbridge areas any evening of the week from
6pm. I am reliable and trustworthy and have
experience in caring for children of all age
ranges. I am very patient!
Please contact me on the number below.
References are available on request.
Ella Standley 07493 553228

