
 
 
 

G - REETING EACH NEW DAY WITH A SMILE 
R - ISING TO EVERY CHALLENGE 
I - INTREPID INVESTIGATORS 
T - HINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

 
 
Welcome back to a Hazelwood School that is full of purpose and inspiration.  The children 
seem to have come back from their Christmas holidays full of energy, conviviality and focus.  
They have not taken the first few days to settle back into a routine or to pick up from where 
they have left off.  Everyone has hit the ground running which has allowed the teachers to 
press ahead with their exciting plans for the teaching and learning across the Spring Term. 
Already this term, there have been not one but three themed days including our first 
experience, in Year 1, of Superhero Day.  
 

  
As you can imagine we had an array of Superhero costumes arrive at morning drop off; some 
more recognisable than others.  I particularly liked those of the children’s own making including 
Unicorn Girl, Home Clothes Hero and Super Teacher (aka Ms Smith Chandler!)  There is so 
much about the life of a Superhero that we can learn from and translate into our own daily 
routine.  They have power but need a sensitive side. They are forward looking but are 
respectful of tradition.  They know right from wrong, work well on their own or as part of a team 
and wearing lycra gives them confidence!   
 

 

Equally, when we think of our 
own determination to make 
our ‘Hazelwood Habits’ (as 
captured in our GRIT 
pneumonic above) second 
nature, suddenly the pupils 
and staff of the school find 
they have lots in common 
with Batman, Superman and 
Catwoman!  I am going to 
enjoy watching how this topic 
develops and to dusting 
down my cape and mask to 
emerge from the shadows as 
Super Head!  

 



 
Myself and other members of staff were called upon on Tuesday to involve ourselves in the 
role play surrounding Year 5’s WW2 Evacuation Day.  I had to go down to the Bawtree Hall to 
select two children from the fifty gathered there after their long train ride from the city.  All 
impeccably dressed and behaved, it was a difficult choice to make and made you realise how 
hard it must have been for both the children wanting to be chosen and for the adults having to 
differentiate and disappoint.   Isla and Fergus have written a report which appears later in The 
Nutshell so I will not steal their thunder suffice to say that the day was a great example of two 
things.  Firstly, the detail with which the staff plan these days; there was so much going on for 
the children to enjoy and to learn from. And secondly, the way in which staff are not afraid to 
sit back and evaluate such activities, learning from what works well and what is less effective 
in order to make the teaching and learning the best it can be.  It is important to me that we 
have a school in which reflection and evaluation is encouraged.  It is only by reviewing our 
own practice, and having others review it too, that we will continue to improve and move 
ahead.  I am excited by the evidence I see of this level of self, and peer group, improvement.  
It can only serve to stand us all in good stead in the future. 
 
And finally, with Health and Safety Week upon us in a fortnight’s time, plans are afoot for what 
our focus will be during the five days in which we ask the whole school community to engage 
with a subject that can often be seen as ‘dry and detached’.  We have, in the past run, 
competitions to liven up our car park’s zebra crossings so that drivers take more notice of 
them (and choose not to park obstructing them). Or to take a fluorescent vest and accessorise 
it so that the much-maligned article could be transformed into a must-wear fashion garment!  
This year, site security (alongside other themes) will be addressed with a number of initiatives 
and activities.  Parents too can play their part by making the School Office their first port of 
call when visiting the school site.  Ever-tightening regulations, and the need for us to know 
you are on site in case of a fire or other lock-down emergency, means that we will be asking 
the children to abandon their normal good manners and to refuse adults access to all school 
buildings unless they are accompanied by a member of staff or wearing the double lanyard 
signifying that they are a visitor with access privileges.  I know that this may seem harsh and 
unfriendly.  Believe me, it is not. Instead, it is a refreshed bid to ensure that all members of the 
school community are kept safe at all times and that enquiries can be dealt with as effectively 
and as promptly as possible. I would ask for your cooperation in this matter on the 
understanding that the warmest of welcomes awaits you at the School Office.  Mrs Powell and 
Ms Roberts will be delighted to greet you and to be of service.  Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please 
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

  



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

It has been a fabulous first full week back and wonderful to walk into the rooms to see that all 
of the children have returned with smiles and tales of Santa’s visit in some exotic places! A 
big welcome to all of the new children who have joined us this term, all have settled well and 
are making new friends within their rooms. 
 
Fledglings 1 have had a week of exploring vehicles. They have used the small world play in 
the classroom and have wrapped up warm to use the bikes and walkers in the outside area. 
In addition to this, they have enjoyed creating music with instruments and interactive musical 
toys as well as using cereal to make crunching sounds during messy play. 
 
 

  
 

They categorised coloured Bears and stuck pre-cut Bears in order of size, big, medium and 
small onto card. The children wrapped up warm to explore making porridge for tea in the 
garden and had a Picnic snack on the floor.    

 
Happy New Year from Lower Robins 
We can see that children in Lower Robins are well rested and ready for new learning 
adventures. Before the Christmas break lots of children were interested in different animals, 
especially ones that live in the jungle.  Over the past two weeks, children have been very busy 
looking at and talking about animals in terms of their habitat, their diets and their appearance. 
As this theme has developed the children have developed a keen interest in dinosaurs. There 
has been lots of language development throughout this topic and all have had a ROARSOME 
time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The children 
have come back 
into Fledglings 2 
very happy after 
their Christmas 
break. They have 
enjoyed 
exploring 
Goldilocks and 
the three Bears 
this week. They 
have made Bear 
toast using 
chocolate 
buttons and icing 
sugar. 

 

   



The Upper Robins' room have reflected the current drop in temperature and focused on Winter 
this week. We have created snowflakes and polar bears to be displayed on our board, which 
required the children to show their excellent fine motor skills and use of different textures. 
They enjoyed experimenting with frozen paint, making interesting marks as the paint began to 
melt. The children have also tried to persevere and fasten their own coats when heading 
outdoors to play.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week Skylarks have been on a dinosaur adventure, turning their role-play area into a 
dinosaur den and digging for fossils and bones in the sand. The children have recapped on 
all of their letters and practiced their numbers using dinosaur footprints. Skylarks have enjoyed 

 
       

 

 



building their own dinosaurs by independently cutting and sticking. They particularly loved 
making messy play swamps out of gloop and baked beans! 

The focus of Oak’s learning this week was the Arctic and Antarctica. Activities have included 
exploring maps and atlases, finding out about animals which live there and going on their own 
adventures from the class base camp. They have also created takeaway number sentence by 
jumping animals off icebergs and learnt the technique of press printing using their own 
snowman designs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Laura who gave birth to a beautiful baby boy yesterday afternoon. Laura’s 
bundle of joy weighed in at 6lbs 4oz and he, and his doting mum are doing well and lighting 
up the hospital ward with their smiles. 
 

   

 

 

 



News from Hazelwood 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge welcome to Charlie 
and Edith who made Kat, from 
the Catering Team, a very 
happy first time mum. The 
twins arrived last Friday night, 
weighing in at 5lb3oz and 
4lb7oz respectively. Mum and 
the beautiful babes are all 
doing well. 

Thank you to Leo and 
Nico who wanted to share 
their up close and 
personal view of an 
original Banksy with the 
readers of the Nutshell.  
The boys stopped in Port 
Talbot on their way home 
from a Christmas in 
Swansea to see the iconic 
work of art.  Neither have 
dispelled the rumour that 
they may be planning 
such an impromptu and 
incognito installation on 
the walls of Hazelwood at 
some point in the future.  

 

Having got used to Lilian being around at home 
throughout the long Christmas holidays, Merlin couldn’t 
bear to think of her going back to school.  Being a cat 
with magical powers, he thought he could make himself 
disappear by climbing into Lilian’s sports bag. 
Unfortunately for Merlin, he was caught before he could 
mew the magic words.  What a catastrophe! 



 
English National Opera launches free tickets for Under 18’s 
English National Opera (ENO) today (Tuesday 18 December) announces that anyone aged 
under 18 will get free tickets to ENO productions on Saturdays. The tickets will be for seats in 
the Balcony and be available for any or all of the 11 Saturday performances in the Spring 2019 
season in the London Coliseum. 
  
This scheme dramatically expands ENO’s audience engagement strategy and forms part of 
the company’s central mission to ensure the art form is accessible to everyone. 
  
Children under the age of 16 will need to be accompanied by an adult. However, as part of 
the initiative, adults who pay full price for a balcony ticket can bring up to four children under 
16 free of charge. Teachers bringing school groups can accompany up to 10 children under 
16 and free of charge. Children aged 16 and 17 can be unaccompanied, and can book one 
ticket to each performance free of charge.  
  
The applicable performances are: Akhnaten (23 Feb, 2 Mar); La bohème (2, 9 & 16 Feb); The 
Merry Widow (9 Mar, 13 Apr); The Magic Flute (16 & 23 Mar, 6 Apr) and Jack the Ripper: The 
Women of Whitechapel (30 Mar).  
  
Bookings for free tickets can be made via the ENO Box Office phone line 020 7845 9218. 
  
The balcony is widely regarded as having acoustically the best seats in the house. Additionally, 
the London Coliseum is unique in that all seats have unrestricted views of the stage.   
  
ENO CEO Stuart Murphy said: “We were founded on the belief that opera is for everyone. We 
strive to continually stage opera of world class quality and bring it to as many people as 
possible. Removing cost as a barrier to entry for Under 18’s is a seismic leap forward for ENO 
and for opera as a whole, and we hope to entice as many Under 18’s as possible, from the 
musically obsessed, to the just plain curious. ENO is founded on passion and we want young 
audiences to feel alternately passionate, excited and transfixed. We can’t wait to welcome 
them to the London Coliseum.”   
  
Culture Secretary Jeremy Wright said: “The arts can be transformative for young people and 
no genre should be deemed too elite or out of reach.  
  
“This scheme is an excellent way to introduce more young people to opera and will ensure 
that people of all ages and backgrounds can experience world-class performances at the 
English National Opera.”  
   
Further audience engagement schemes for ENO performances at the London Coliseum are 
Access All Arias, which offers full time students or anyone aged 16-29 the best seats in the 
house at affordable prices (£30 in the stalls, £20 in the dress circle and £10 in the upper 
circle). And first time operagoers of any age can sign up to Opera Undressed, which offers 
£20 tickets to selected performances and includes a free drink and access to a pre-
performance talk.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   



What a day was enjoyed by Hunter in Year 4 who was very fortunate to have a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to play at Twickenham Rugby stadium for his club Warlingham over the 
Christmas holidays. The Under 9 team played during the break between a tense Harlequins 
vs Wasps match. Fortunately, the Harlequins won making it a brilliant afternoon for the young 
rugby enthusiast. 
 

  
 
 
Term-time Absence 
As you know, we endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that 
parents may plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over 
weekend time. We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term time 
unless it is absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are 
extenuating circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. 
Please be aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition 
process if they request it. Any requests you wish to submit should be made in writing/via email 
to Mrs Louw at louwl@hazelwoodschool.com, copy to headspa@hazelwoodschool.com. 
Thank you for your co-operation.  Mrs Louw 
 
Catering Changes 
A number of new catering initiatives are being trialed over the course of the spring term; some 
of which are in response to the feedback provided in the Food Survey conducted in October: 
 
Meat Free Mondays                 
All menus (with the exception of breakfast) will be meat free.   
Vegan Vegetarian                
All vegetarian options throughout January, and beyond if they go down well, are vegan. 
Panini and flat bread bar      
Will be available on some days throughout the three-week rotation instead of jacket potatoes 
and pasta. 
  
There is a new hydration station – flavoured water on tap – in the Y7&8 dining room and we 
will be trialing ‘family service’ for Years 1 and 2 from Tuesday to facilitate a better and more 
supportive environment for our youngest diners. 
 
The set-up of the serving counter has been changed to make the food more visible to the 
pupils in order to allow them to better see what they are choosing to eat and to be excited by 
its visual appeal. 
 
The aim of all of these initiatives is to generate interest at lunchtimes, to cater for diverse 
tastes and to ensure that we deliver a first rate lunchtime service. 

mailto:louwl@hazelwoodschool.com
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Thanks to Steve, Helen and the team for introducing them.  If you have any feedback, please 
feel free to pop it on an email to bursar@hazelwoodschool.com The new menus are hosted 
on the website within the Parents’ section. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
 
Evacuee Day  
We arrived at school and we were immediately taken into separate classrooms where the 
tables and chairs had been made into train carriages. We sat down but the girls and boys were 
not allowed to sit with each other. Next, we played a game called beetle drive. To win you had 
to roll different numbers to draw different parts of the beetle’s body and when you had finished 
you shouted beetle drive and the first one to say beetle drive would be the winner.  

    Brilliant breakfasts! 

     Luscious lunches! 

   Sumptuous salads! 
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After that, we were taken to the Bawtree Hall to be selected by our new families. We had to 
be lined up in separate lines from girls and boys. Some of the adults came in really strict, like 
Mrs Housego, who came in saying ‘I want two strong girls who don’t eat much!’ Whereas, Mr 
Tappin came in with a smile on his face and looked like a friendly person.  After that, we were 
all brought up back to our classrooms where we went to the lunch hall to taste some WW2 
cakes. There were three cakes: syrup cake, eggless family cake and vinegar cake. None of 
them were very nice but all of 5D tucked into the eggless cake and decided that was the best 
one! Before break time, we went up to The Box to create an i-movie based on our initial 
experience as an evacuee. We used the green screen which was really fun!  
 

   
 
After break we did some art, there were three options, army sketching of a solider, evacuee 
silhouette, or Blitz art. They all sounded really fun and Fergus chose the army sketching and 
Isla chose evacuee silhouette.  
 
WW2 Theme day carried on after lunch, where 5D started off making our lap books, which will 
be using throughout this topic. Following this, we then moved onto Baking some War time 
cookies. Miss Dancy showed us all of the ingredients and we were all slightly put off by the 
amount of shredded carrots! However, we mixed up all of our ingredients and placed our 
cookies in the oven to be cooked. We were all slightly apprehensive, but excited, about how 
the cookies would taste!! To our amazement, the cookies were delicious and everyone was 
asking Miss Dancy for the recipe! 
 



 

WW2 theme day was the best day and thank you to Mrs T, Miss Leach, Mrs Chisholm and 
Miss Dancy for organising such a fun filled day.   Isla Howell and Fergus Fry 5D 
 
 
Fun Club at Christmas 
Under the watchful eye of Santa’s deputy (aka Ms Smith Chandler) and her team of festive 
elves, the children who booked in to the Christmas Fun Club packed a huge amount of 
seasonal activities into just three days.  There was Christmas Tree hand printing, a candy 
cane treasure hunt and of course, the obligatory Christmas Party. Dates for the February half 
term Fun Club, along with the booking form, are now on the school website.   
 

  
 

   
 
 
 
 
Dear Hazelwood 
 
This is a short note to say a BIG thank you for your generosity at the SOCK DROP for 
EUSEBIA HOPE FOUNDATION (an orphanage in Kenya). 
It was an amazing effort and we managed to collect 113 pairs of socks.  
I know that the children are going to have a lot of fun choosing from all the colours and designs 
but more importantly I am so glad that they will now own more than one pair of socks! 
Thank you all for your support. 
It really makes a huge difference.    
 
Warmest regards Clare Khan 
 
 
 
 

 



Seasonal Science 
Breya and her dad went up to the Royal Institution before Christmas for the filming of their 
annual Christmas lectures. There were three lectures in total (which are still available on 
iPlayer until the end of January), covering the topics of evolution and genetics. They come 
highly recommended as a good fun watch with some excellent science really well presented.  
Thank you to Paul Wilkinson for capturing Breya’s day out with some excellent photographs. 
 

  
 

  
 

Sensational Superheroes Creative Curriculum Day 
Year 1 had great fun on our Superheroes Day.  We told our friends about our super powers 
and wrote great descriptions of ourselves as a Superhero.  We used maps and whizzed 
around the Chestnut playground to locate Superheroes in our treasure hunt.  We did some 
exciting learning in ‘The Box’ when we worked in groups to brainstorm different ways to 
describe Superheroes, used the green screen so we could ‘fly’ through the sky and 
demonstrated our flexible moves to solve a puzzle on the Interactive floor space.  We also 
created some creative Superhero artwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Pyramids on Parade 

On Monday, the Year 2 children visited the Ancient Egyptians.  Dressed appropriately in a 
range of wonderful costumes the children rotated between various activities that introduced 
them to some of the key ideas that they will be learning about this half term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the morning, Mrs Richards taught the children all about symmetry and repeated patterns by 
helping them to create beautiful Egyptian necklaces.  Miss Wilson introduced mummies 
and showed the children Tutankhamun's sarcophagus.  Using this as inspiration, the children 
each made their own sarcophagus complete with bandaged mummy inside.  With Mr Kemp, 
the children learnt how to write their names in hieroglyphics.  They copied their hieroglyphics 
onto oval shapes to create a cartouche.  
  
In the afternoon, and after a special Egyptian music lesson with Mrs Fryer, all of the children 
were back in their own classes to try some observational drawing.  Working in pairs, the 
children were given a square of a famous Egyptian painting to copy.  At the end, we put all of 
the squares together to see if we had copied the images accurately.  
  
The children all looked fabulous in their costumes and the enthusiasm they showed in each 
activity was wonderful.  Hopefully the day has inspired the children and they are now looking 
forward to finding out more about Ancient Egypt this term.            Miss Wilson, Head of Y2 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



HPA 

 

 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable is published to parents on the Parent Information Portal (PIP) 
every Friday and can also be viewed on the Notice Board outside the Sports Hall.  Please 
ensure that your child brings their instrument and music in on the relevant day and is aware 
of their lesson time.  It is also important for them to take their books and instruments home 
when they do not need them in school.  Thank you 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday morning. 
If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the 

Burns Night - Saturday 26th 
January 
With just two weeks to go, 
tickets are on sale for a 
traditional celebration of Burns 
Night here at 
Hazelwood @ £37.50 each 
via buytickets.at/hpa .  There 
is no need to make up a party 
but nearer the time 
ticketholders will be able to 
reserve spaces to sit together, 
if they wish to do so. Tickets 
have been selling well and are 
limited so don't miss out! 
 
If anyone has any Single Malt 
Scottish whisky (opened or 
unopened) which they would 
be happy to donate for the 
Whisky Tasting Selection at 
Burns Night, please 
email  annabelgeorgiou@me.
com   
 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com
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assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school.  Thank 
you. 

              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a very sunny, but very cold, Wednesday 
Hazelwood U13B team boys played against 
Holmewood House (touch) & St Michael’s 
(contact). Holmewood House just pipped 
Hazelwood with a late try to win 16 to 12 in 
what was a very even game. Max A can be 
seen touching down in the first half. The 
contact match against St Michael’s saw some 
great break through tries running the length of 
the field from both sides. It was a physical 
game and the boys’ confidence was evident 
with some good set play moving the ball well 
out the line. 
 

 



Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week.  If you need a 
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office. 
 
Year 3   Stone Age Curriculum Day 
Year 3   Coffee Morning 
Year 3   High Ashurst Residential Trip 
Year 3   Butser Iron Age Farm Trip 
Year 4   Roman Day 
Year 4   Play Ticket Information and Application 
Year 6   Play Rehearsal Schedules 
Year 6   ISEB pre-test information/extra date 
LAMDA Timetable 
Music   Timetable 
 
REMINDERS/NOTICES 
Chapel Choir Tour/Young Bohemia 19 – full payment due by last Monday, 7th January.  
Please arrange any outstanding balances as soon as possible. 

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 14 January 
0900    Year 8 Careers Talk – Karen Head 
1645-1800Year 6 Play Rehearsal 
2000    HPA Meeting 
  
Tuesday 15 January 
All Day Lower School Creative Writing Workshops 
1645-1800       Year 6 Play Rehearsal 
1800-1930       Nursery Staff Training Evening 
  
Wednesday 16 January 
All Day ISEB Pre-tests (Brighton and Worth) 
1430 Rugby: U13 A and U10 A-C v Solefield (A) 
1430 Rugby: U10 B and D v Russell House (H) (The year 5 boys will be split into 5 teams. 
3 teams will travel to Solefield, 2 teams will play at home). 
1430 Rugby: U12 A and U11 B-C v Solefield (H) 
1430 Netball: U13 A-D v Lingfield College (A) 
1430 Netball: U11 A-D v Hawthorns and Micklefield (H) 
1430 Netball: U10 A-B v Caterham (A) 
  
Thursday 17 January 
1025-1050School Council Meeting 
1430 Rugby: U9 A & C v Solefield (A) 
1430 Rugby: U9 B and D v Russell House (H) 
1430 Rugby: U8 B-C v Solefield (H) 
1430 Rugby: U8 A v Russell House (H) 
1430 Netball: U9 A-C v Holmewood House (H) 
1430 Netball: U8 A-C v Holmewood House (A) 
  
Friday 18 January 
0845 Form Reps’ Meeting – Years 1-8 



  
Saturday 19 January 
All Day Swimming: ESSA Secondary Individual Championships (A) 
0930-1030 Netball: U11A Hawthorns’ Tournament (A) 
  

Sunday 20 January 

All Day World Religion Day 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 
The children of Lower Robins continue to explore their Jungle theme with animal creations; 
footprints, butterflies and measuring snakes.   



 
 



 
 
 

 



 


